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TRAIL RIDGE ROAD OPENED IN JUNE 
Many Denver Group Members spend much of  their summer hiking and camping  in Rocky Mountain National Park 
which  has the highest paved roads in any National Park in the United States. 

Trail Ridge Road crests at 12,183 feet. Traditionally RMNP has opened on Memorial Day, but due to weather conditions 
this year, Trail Ridge Road did not open until June 6th.  These photos depict the conditions experienced by snowplow 
operators a few weeks ago. Due to the high elevations and exposure park roads are subject to strong winds and rapid 
weather changes. Road conditions in and around the park can change quickly, particularly in the spring and fall.  A 
recent RMNP news release stated …”Longtime park snowplow operators indicate this is the most snow they have 
encountered this late in the season, in almost 30 years”.

To check the status of  road conditions check these sites:
Trail Ridge Road Status Line: 
For the most up-to-date information on the status of  Trail Ridge Road call our recorded status line, 970-586-1222.

Rocky Mountain National Park:
For information call 970-586-1206 daily 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Mountain Time).  

Park snowplow operators near Milner Pass on Trail Ridge Road in Rocky Mountain National Park on May 20, 2011.
Credits: RMNP Website, Kyle Patterson

For more pictures and video visit:
https://picasaweb.google.com/117855704395016629211/HeavySnowsDelayTrailRidgeRoadOpeningForMemorial
DayWeekend?authkey=Gv1sRgCI_estrBtJ2LuQE&feat=directlink
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Trip Signup
To register for CMC trips online, go to www.cmc.org, sign in as a member, and 
click on TRIP SIGNUP. Search by whatever criteria you like; fewer criteria 
work better. Call the office at 303-279-3080 x 2 if  you need your password 
or any assistance. We will also be happy to sign you up for trips if  you don’t 
have computer access.

Calendar of  Events
For more information about schools, speakers, volunteer opportunities, and 
special events, go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS. To see 
member-only schools and seminars, you must first sign in as a member. 

Date Time School/Event
5-Jul 6:30pm Adventure Travel Committee
5-Jul 6:30pm Rock Seconding School
6-Jul 6:00pm Open Wall Climb
7-Jul 6:30pm Rock Seconding School
12-Jul 6:30pm Rock Seconding School
13-Jul 5:30pm Open Wall Climb 
13-Jul 6:30pm Denver Group Council
14-Jul 6:30pm Rock Seconding School
14-Jul 7:00pm GORP
16-Jul 8am CMC State Board Meeting
18-Jul 6pm Denver Safety and Leadership Meeting
20-Jul 6pm Denver Trip Leader School
21-Jul 6:30pm Fly Fishing Section
21-Jul 5:30pm Open Wall Climb 
26-Jul 6:30pm New Member Meeting Orientation
27-Jul 7pm Back Packing School
28-Jul 5:30pm Open Wall Climb 
1-Aug 6pm Wilderness First Aid
1-Aug 6pm Adventure Travel Committee

2-Aug 6pm WTS Committee
3-Aug 7pm Back Packing School

SAVE THE DATE
Denver Group Annual Dinner

November 13, Sunday
Speaker:  John Fielder

Nominations for CMC Board Vacancies:  
The Colorado Mountain Club has Board vacancies and 
seeks applications for CMC members with a passion 
for the Club and proven, advanced expertise in these 
areas: social media strategy, technology, and deployment,  
internet strategy, marketing, membership marketing and 
development.  If  you are passionate about the CMC 
and its mission, you have these skills, and you'd like to 
serve the Club as a board member (board participation 
requires	a	significant	time	commitment),	please	apply	by	
completing the Board Application and sending it with a 
resume to BoardApplication@cmc.org

EDITORS NEEDED
Mile High Mountaineer

Leader Safety and Leader News
  The current editors of  the Denver Group 
Mile High Mountaineer, Leader Safety and 
Leader News would like to provide this 
rewarding experience to other Denver 
Group members and have given notice to Denver Group 
Council of  their retirement in January 2012.  
  If  you have writing, editing, or graphic skills please 
consider this rewarding experience to keep your Denver 
Group friends informed of  events, happenings and 
schools offered to our members.
 The functions are currently accomplished by two 
individuals but the job could be broken up into more 

functions or could be accomplished by 
one individual.
  The total amount of  time per monthly 
issue varies from 15 hours to 30 hours 
including handling the electronic 
distribution and print distribution to 
members.

For further information contact:
Linda Lawson linda.lawson@hikingdenver.net  or 
Dana Dillow cmcmhm@comcast.net 

CORRECTION

The BMS students and instructors 
recognized  as the 2011 class in the 
June MHM issue were 2010 BMS 
graduates and instructors.; we regret 
the error.

SAVE THE DATE
Denver Group Leader Appreciation

September 22, 2011
6:00pm - 9:00pm
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GORP - Great Outdoors Reading Program
Contact: Stan Moore 303 929 7802
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Do you like books about mountains, adventure, travel, exploration?    How about a discussion forum 
focusing on those subjects?   Introducing GORP - the Great Outdoors Reading Program - a book 
discussion forum of  CMC Denver Group members and friends.    

Come	to	the	organizational	and	first	discussion	meeting.	 	Parfet	Park,	across	from	AMC,	Thursday	July	14,	7pm,	
rain or shine.   (If  weather threatens we'll borrow the lobby or a hallway of  AMC.)    The plan is to meet monthly, at 
member's homes or local coffee shops.     Bring your calendar so we can plan several meetings ahead.   Books will be 
chosen	by	consensus.			Bring	ideas	and	be	able	to	name	the	author,	number	of 	pages,	and	briefly	summarize	the	book.
The	purpose	of 	our	first	meeting	is	to	organize,	agree	on	a	schedule,	and	review/talk	on	a	book.		We	will	be	done	by	
9pm.    If  you want to join in, read The Sea Runners by Ivan Doig,  a fairly short book available at libraries, Amazon.
com,	etc.		It	should	provide	us	good	conversation	and	discussion	for	our	first	meeting.	
RSVP to  gorpbooks@gmail.com so we can be prepared.

2011 WILDERNESS SURVIVAL SCHOOL GRADUATES
John Lindner, WSS Director

Congratulations to the following graduates (and/or "survivors") of  this year’s class.  As part of  the course, these 
individuals all endured a cold overnight bivouac atop a mountain pass without the comforts of  tents or sleeping bags.
Rana Adamson, Andy Dolan, DeBorah Dooley, Craig Drummond, Fred Goers, Gary Gorman, Tom Hartzell, Tom 
Hayden, Eben Hobson, Jenn Hoots, Pete Hoots, Maureen DeJongh, Michael DeJongh, Linda Lawson, David Mejia, 
Katie Mikevich, Susan M. Pattison, Karen Phelan, Michelle Tiedeman, Timothy Tiedeman, John Walters and Dan 
McGregor.         
The school would like to thank the following instructors for their invaluable assistance: Nick Weighton, Tim Kish, 
Meg Barry and Sarah Thompson of  the CMC and Scott Grotheer of  Alpine Rescue Team.      

100 Years Up High:
Colorado Mountains & Mountaineers

This limited edition CMC Press book will hit shelves in October!
Pre-order your edition of  100 Years Up High. 
  In October, the CMC Press will publish 100 Years Up High: Colorado Mountains & Mountaineers to celebrate 
the	100th	anniversary	of 	 the	Club.	 In	wonderful	prose	 surrounded	by	fine	pictures	 and	 illustrations,	 the	 authors	
have written about the Club’s role in the establishment of  Rocky Mountain National Park, as well as the history of  
climbing, mountaineering, conservation, skiing, and mountain art in Colorado. We’ll begin taking pre-orders next 
month with discounts on multiple purchases to give as gifts this next holiday season. Just call or email membership 
services and ask to have your name added to the early shipment list.
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Denver Group Schools
For more information and to register for Denver Group Schools, go to www.cmc.org, log in as a member, and go to PROGRAMS, EDUCATION. Members of  other CMC 
Groups are welcome to attend these schools for a $10 surcharge.
Denver Group Standard Refund Policy: “Student/Participant requests for refunds of  tuition/fees must be requested in writing to the appropriate school or event director. Requests 
made prior to 30 days before the beginning of  the school/event will be processed less a $10 handling fee. Requests made within 30 days of  the school/event will be refunded at 50% 
of  the amount paid. No refunds will be made after the beginning of  the school/event. However, a refund less $10 can be obtained if  a person is found to take the original student’s 
place in a school.”

Denver Group Trip Leader School 
Contact Martha Mustard at 303-547-8891 or mustardo3@comcast.net
Date: July 20
Enrollment fee:  $10 DG Members; $20 non DG members
Completion	of 	the	Trip	Leader	School	is	the	first	step	in	becoming	a	Denver	Group	trip	leader.	It	is	open	to	all	members	in	good	standing	
over	18	years	of 	age,	regardless	of 	hiker	or	skier	classification.	Requirements	are:

•	CMC	membership	current	paid	status	
•	Three	CMC	trips	completed.	At	least	two	must	be	hiking,	backcountry	ski,	or	snowshoe	trips.

Topics include group dynamics and leadership styles, leader responsibilities, liability issues, medical concerns, environmental concerns, 
planning a trip, screening potential trip participants, organizing the group, and carrying out a safe trip. Reading materials are sent in advance 
of  the evening lecture which includes scenarios to be discussed in small groups. Interested members should register on-line through the CMC 
website	under	Programs,	Education	or	through	the	CMC	Office.	Please	register	for	only	one	of 	the	classes.	Please	note	that	the	Technical	
Climbing Section has its own Trip Leader School and application.   Enrollees are required to read the Trip Leader Manual prior to the evening 
lecture.  It is available on the cmc.org website: http://cmc.org/members/docs/Trip%20leader%20manual%202010_sept14_2010.pdf.

Rock Seconding School - Offered by the Denver Group’s Technical Climbing Section
Dates: July 5, 7, 12, & 14 (evening classes); July 9 (morning); 16 (field day); multi-pitch climb in late July or early August.
Fee: $115 ($10 more for non-Denver members)
Contact: Debbie Malone: rss@cmcschools.org
This class is an intermediate rock climbing class designed to be taken after the Basic Rock Climbing Seminar. The key skills taught are belaying 
a lead climber, catching a leader fall, cleaning sport and trad climbs, and the fundamentals of  multi-pitch climbing.  Come join us in July to 
advance your climbing skills.  Prerequisites: (1) ability to climb 5.6, and (2) Basic Rock Climbing Seminar (BRCS) or equivalent skills: tying 
into a harness, communication, belaying on top rope, basic rappelling.  For more info: www.rss.cmcschools.org/  Register at www.cmc.org 
(click on Class Schedule, then Adult Education).

Backpacking School Registration Open
Dates:  Lectures July 27, August 3 &10, September 14, October 5, November 9 & 30
Four Weekend Trips:  August, September, October and December; 1 weekend day November
Fee is $140 ($150 non-Denver Group members)
Contact:  Dan Kinzie, School Director @ 303/902-9259 or kinzied@alum.mit.edu
Backpacking School (BKPS) is now accepting registrations for the 2011 class. The Denver Group’s Backpacking School is an entry-level course 
and a great opportunity to meet others with similar outdoor interests!  Backpacking is the foundation for any mountaineering adventure. This 
course	includes	classroom	sessions	and	overnight	field	trips	to	give	you	the	knowledge	and	experience	you	need	to	successfully	plan	your	own	
backcountry trips in any season. Go to hikingdenver.net or cmc.org/Denver/schools for information, complete class schedule or to register

Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) 
Lecture Dates:  Tuesdays, September 13 and 20, October 4, 18, and 25 @ 6:30pm, Foss Auditorium, AMC Golden
Field Dates:  Your Choice of  Thursdays or Weekends September 22, 24 or 25; Sept. 29, October 1, or 2, October 6, 8, or 9; Oct. 20, 22, or 23 and Snow Travel 
Day on December 8, 10, or 11. 
Enrollment fee:  $90 DG Members; $100 non DG members
Contact:  http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts or 303/279-3080 Ext 2
Get ready for hiking in Colorado’s fabulous golden autumn! Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) is for those looking for adventure – AND 
– for those who just want to enjoy the scenery. WTS is a great introduction to the Colorado Mountain Club and a place to meet new friends. 
WTS is Colorado Mountain Club’s largest school, a comprehensive course on mountain hiking. Students are all ages, from 18 to 80. If  
you’re	new	to	hiking,	WTS	gives	you	the	opportunity	to	learn	how	to	travel	safely	–	and	with	confidence	–	in	the	backcountry.	If 	you’re	an	
experienced	hiker,	WTS	gives	you	a	chance	to	review,	to	enhance	your	skills,	and	possibly	to	fill	in	some	gaps.	WTS	also	fulfills	one	of 	the	
requirements	to	obtain	a	Denver	Group	C	hiker	classification	and	to	attend	Basic	Mountaineering	School.
Topics covered include: 
•	 Essential gear, helping you decide what you need to buy and carry
•	 Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders and talus to tundra 
•	 Map	&	compass	skills,	figuring	out	where	you	are,	navigation	and	route-finding
•	 Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, rain, lightning, and snow
•	 Nutrition, helping you choose what food to carry
•	 Overnight survival techniques and how to handle a backcountry emergency 
•	 Snow travel and avalanche awareness, handling unexpected snow on the trail
•	 Leave No Trace practices

The	course	consists	of 	five	Tuesday	night	lectures,	four	field	days,	and	a	graduation	hike.	Students	
are divided into groups of  10-12 people, based on hiking pace, conditioning, and prior experience. 
Instructor teams consist of  a senior instructor and two assistant instructors.   Students have the 
opportunity to learn techniques of  safe backcountry travel and to practice in a non-competitive, non-
confrontational	setting.	Students	plan	and	complete	a	graduation	hike	with	their	field	group.	WTS	is	
a great place to learn and practice new skills, make new friends, and become a safe backcountry traveler. 

“I thought I knew a lot about hiking. 
Was I wrong! WTS taught me so 
much more than I imagined.”

WTS Student
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FLY FISHING SECTION EVENTS
The Fly Fishing Section offers schools, monthly programs, seminars, on river clinics, and 
service projects.  Fishing trips include hikes, backpacking, car camping and drive to day 
destinations.  Contact Herb Grotheer at h923g@earthlink.net to receive FF Section emails 
with	the	latest	FF	news,	trips,	fishing	reports,	and	monthly	programs.		To	learn	more	about	
FF, go to the Section web page at www.cmcflyfish.org or go to Denver Group Web page at
 www.hikingdenver.net. 

July  Presentation & Meeting:  
21 July – Mike Cruise from the Grizzly Fly Shop will present Fly Fishing the Poudre River.
To get your free tickets go to: http://www.cmc.org/events/eventdetails.aspx?EventID=2377 

July FF Activities:
To see new trips and FF activities, select Fly Fishing in the search box at: www.cmc.org/trip/tripsearch.aspx
22 - 24 Middle Fork S. Platte car camp weekend, Herb Grotheer TL
29 – 31 Heart Lake & Rogers Pass Lake Back Pack, Gary Kline TL

Call for Wilderness Trekking School Instructors
The Wilderness Trekking School Committee (WTSC) is looking for instructors for the Fall 2011 session that begins on Tuesday, September 
13th.	We	encourage	previous	WTS	instructors	and	WTS	graduates	to	volunteer.	Senior	instructors	must	be	qualified	CMC	trip	leaders.	All	
instructors must be willing to accommodate all paces and skill levels from beginner to advanced. They must love the mountains and be eager 
and able to teach students the skills for safe backcountry travel. For more information, including application, additional requirements, and 
course schedule, go to http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts. WTSC gives preference to applicants who are available for all lectures and 
field	days.	Applications	are	due	by	Tuesday,	March	1st.	Send	your	application	to	one	of 	the	following	WTS	committee	members:
Senior Instructors – Dave Callais, dctstrider@comcast.net, Returning Associates – Ken Gurvin, gurv1@msn.com and New Assistants – 
Martha Mustard, mustardo3@comcast.net.   Thank you in advance for your interest and participation!

NEW AVALANCHE PROGRAM TO BE OFFERED

 The  12- hour Avalanche Awareness School offered the last several years was deemed by a task force of  very 
experienced Denver   Group Backcountry Leaders, Instructors and School Directors  to be less than needed for true 
backcountry leaders traveling in avalanche terrain and using search and rescue beacons but more than was desired by 
those leaders who wish to avoid avalanche terrain and thus not use beacons.
  As a consequence of  the recommendation by the Avalanche Task Force members, a new program was approved by 
the	Denver	Group	Council	for	NEW	LEADERS,	certified		after	September	30,	2011.		
  The new program will offer two levels:  a 3 to 6 hour Avalanche Terrain Avoidance (ATA) class for winter leaders 
of 	NON-backcountry	trips;	and	a	24-hour	AIARE-certified	Level	1	(L-1)	program	for	leaders	of 	winter	backcountry	
travel. 

CURRENT   LEADERS ARE EXEMPT FROM TRAINING FOR 5 YEARS

“Winter”	is	defined	as	November	1	to	April	30.	“Backcountry”	is	defined	as	terrain	prone	to	avalanche,	as	determined	
by the trip leader. ATA will be offered in-house to CMC leaders, members and the public, beginning in October 2011. 
Additional offerings will be in November, January and February.

Level 1 AIARE training cannot yet be provided in-house. Therefore, NEW backcountry leaders must obtain L-1 
training on from a commercial provider of  their choice.  Partial scholarships may be competitively available to leaders 
and instructors. See more at http://www.hikingdenver.net/trip-leaders/trip-leader-training or email John Walters at 
DenverSafety&Leadership@hikingdenver.net. 
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Trekking in Transylvania
July 21 – August 1, 2011
$2,277
Thrills, chills, and old-world romance abound in 
Count Dracula’s homeland. You will trek 60 miles 
(8-12 miles per day) in the breathtakingly beauti-
ful and rugged Carpathian Mountains, and climb 
Romania’s highpoint (Moldoveanu Peak at 8,347 
feet). Carry only what you need for a day hike on 
this fully supported trek, which includes excursions 
to Dracula’s castle, Peles Castle (a Neo-Renaissance 
Castle built between 1873-1914), an Orthodox 
monetary, and Sibiu�the wealthiest citadel of the 
Transylvanian Saxons. Price includes six nights ac-
commodation in 3-star hotels or guesthouses, two 
nights in a mountain hut, and two nights in restored 
Saxon houses in a village. Most meals are included. 
Includes guided hiking and site-seeing tour guide, 
ground transfers from/to Bucharest airport and to 
cities/sites within the program, and admission to 
the mentioned cultural sites. Price does not include 
airfare to Bucharest, Romania, but the leader will as-
sist participants with scheduling. For more informa-
tion, contact Linda at lvditchkus@hotmail.com. No 
phone calls please.

Wind River Llama Trek
August 15 – 19 , 2011
$1324
Hike the remote and rugged Wind River Range 
of Wyoming. Let the llamas carry the heavy loads 
and the outfitters do the cooking and dishes. We 
will meet at Lander Llama Company in Lander. 
Wyo., then check gear, load llamas and participants 
in trucks and vans, and drive to our trailhead at 
Worthen Meadow Reservoir, a southern ac-
cess point for the Popo Agie Wilderness of the 
Shoshone National Forest. At 9,000 feet, we will 
take the Sheep Bridge Trail to the Middle Fork Trail 
through lodge pole forest and follow the Middle 
Fork of the Popo Agie River for nine miles gaining 
slight elevation traversing high alpine parks and 
riparian watersheds. Our first night will be spent in 
Bill's Park. Day two we will hike and gain elevation 
taking a route just below Wind River Peak. We will 
camp in this location for two nights at 10,300 feet. 
The layover day, weather permitting, could allow 
some participants to ascend Wind River Peak. 

CMC Adventure Travel

There will be other hikes available to some very 
spectacular classic glacial cirque-carved moun-
tains. This country has many lakes with very good 
fishing. On day four we will hike to Pinto Park, an 
open high alpine park, with a panoramic view of 
the Cirque of the Towers. On day five we will hike 
11 miles and return on the Pinto Park trail looping 
to the Middle Fork Trail and Sheep Bridge Trail at 
Worthen Meadow Reservoir. All hikes will be at 
the B level. Included will be tents, sleeping bags, 
bag liners, ThermaRest pads, meals, llamas, guide 
and wrangler services, including meals on the trail. 
Hike with just your daypack. Price does not include 
round trip travel to Lander, two nights motel stay, 
two evening meals, or wrangler tips. Contact Bob 
Seyse at 303-718-2005 or bobseyse@gmail.com.

Exploring Russia's Kamchatka:  
Land of Fire and Ice
August 18 – September 3, 2011
$1,900 - $2,900 
Kamchatka is a stunning mountain paradise and 
one of the most isolated regions in the world. The 
Kamchatka Peninsula is a 1,250-kilometer long pen-
insula in the far east of Russia. There are more than 
160 volcanoes on the peninsula, 29 of which are ac-
tive. The main attractions of Kamchatka are volcanic 
calderas, geysers, and mineral springs, all in pristine 
condition. Supported by 4/6WD bus, this tour 
passes through the most active volcanic zone of the 
peninsula and along a high mountain plateau, sur-
rounded by nine of Kamchatka’s highest volcanoes. 
We will climb three volcanoes, all of which are still 
active. There will be plenty of wildlife to see, includ-
ing the legendary Kamchatka Brown Bear. We will 
have opportunities to meet and learn about the lo-
cal and indigenous peoples of Kamchatka. The trip 
cost includes all Kamchatka lodging and meals (ex-
cept extra beverages), ground transportation, guide 
fees, and CMC fee. Not included in the price: Round 
trip airfare to Petropavlovsk, Russian visa, beverages, 
rented equipment, tips, and personal spending 
money. Travel insurance is not included but highly 
recommended. Hiking level: Participants should be 
capable of Difficult B/Easy C hikes. For a trip packet, 
contact the leader at miller866@comcast.net.

Hiking Mountain and Desert: Great 
Basin National Park
August 20 – 27, 2011
$356

Great Basin National Park is an isolated alpine oa-
sis - 12,000 and 13,000 foot peaks surrounded by 
desert. You'll find it in eastern Nevada, located not 
far off of Highway 50, “America’s Loneliest Highway.” 
Taking a day and a half to drive there, we’ll motel 
camp on the way there and back. Once arrived, we 
will car camp. The highest peak we will climb is Mt. 
Wheeler at 13,063 feet, the highpoint of the Great 
Basin. We will day hike to explore numerous other 
alpine lakes, valleys, and to bag other peaks. Mid-
week we will attempt Notch Peak in western Utah, at 
9,654 feet it is the highest peak for miles with views 
of Mt. Wheeler, Bonneville Salt Flats, and a big sky. 
It is notable for having one of the largest sheer cliffs 
in the country at almost 2,000 feet! Due to the great 
distance from any city, the star gazing is exceptional. 
We will be there with a waning moon, so bring your 
star guide and telescope! Temperatures should be 
comfortable; the average high and low for August is 
85 and 56 degrees respectively. For more informa-
tion, contact Stan Moore at 303-929-7802 or email 
stan338@comcast.net.

Trekking in Nepal 
October 1 – 18, 2011
$2806 
Join Pemba Sherpa, a native of the Khumbu region of 
the Nepal Himalayas, on this spectacular trek through 
the foothills of some of the world’s highest peaks. 
Pemba has been guiding visitors to his homeland 
since 1986, taking us into the heart of the world’s 
majestic Himalayan Mountains around Annapurna. 
The classic Around Annapurna trek offers a complete 
panorama of culture and ecosystems, including high 
mountain passes, the deepest valley in the world, the 
desert of the Tibetan plateau, pine forests, rice pad-
dies, monasteries and people as diverse as Tibetan 
lamas and Hindu farmers. We commence trekking 
near Ngadi, ascend the ridges over the Marsyandi 
valley. We follow the Marsyandi valley north beneath 
the mountain of Manasulu, Lamjung Himal, and the 
Annapurnas before entering the drier reaches of the 
Manang valley, not far from the 

For your benefit and enjoyment, the following trips have been reviewed and approved by the Adventure 
Travel Committee and are officially sanctioned by the Colorado Mountain Club.

Visit www.cmc.org/at for more detailed itineraries and registration forms.
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Tibetan border. Here we acclimatize before cross-
ing Throng La (17,769ft.), the highest and the hard-
est part of this trek. We descend to Muktinath, one 
of the most sacred pilgrimage sites in Nepal, then 
farther down to the Kali Gandai Gorge, the deepest 
valley in the world, we descend Kali Gandaki to Jom-
son and fly back to Pokhara. For more information, 
please contact Pemba Sherpa at (303) 525-6508 or 
pemba@sherpaascent.com.

Mongolia: Trek, Culture, Eagle 
Festival
September 5 – 22, 2011
$2700
Trekking with Mongolian Kazak herdsmen with their 
camels or horses carrying our camp gear, lush green 
valleys, hiking over Jolt Pass at 10,300 ft. in the West-
ern Altai Mountains in one of the most remote parts 
of the world. Magnificent views of the snow capped 
Altais, staying in gers and tents, visiting with nomads 
who have trained Golden Eagles to use for hunting. 
Petroglyphs, deer stones, balbals (stone carved men), 
being at the crossroads of emerging cultures of an-
cient times. Two days at an Eagle Festival with various 
competitions involving the eagles, horse racing, and 
locals wearing very colorful native dresses. Time to 
visit museums in  Hovd and Ulaanbaatar. These are 
just some of the experiences we will have on our 17 
day trip. At Chigertei Lake we will stay for two nights, 
hiking in the area and meeting the nomads with 
their grazing animals. The trek will be six days (ap-
proximately 7 to 12 miles a day), going over Jolt Pass. 
From our arrival in Ulaanbaatar until we fly out of the 
country, there will be an English speaking guide with 
us. A visa is not needed for U.S. citizens. Included in 
the price is four nights’ hotel in Ulaanbaatar, inter-
nal flight to Western Mongolia and return, all meals 
outside of Ulaanbaatar, English speaking guide, fees 
for National Park and Eagle Festival, four-wheel drive 
vehicles, nomads with their camels or horses carrying 
the camp gear, cook,  all camp equipment, welcome 
and farewell dinner, breakfasts in Ulaanbaatar. Not 
included in price is round trip flight to Ulaanbaatar, 
two lunches, one dinner, tips, single supplement of 
$30 per night,  bottled water, drinks, and personal 
items. The trip is limited to 10 people with a sense of 
adventure, and flexibility for traveling in this remote 
country. For more information, contact Bea Slingsby 
at 303-422-3728 or beahive@comcast.net.

Ecuador Climbing (Iliniza Sur & 
Antisana)
December 26, 2011 - January 7, 2012
Cost: $955 plus air fare
Join the CMC for a New Year’s climbing adventure in 
Ecuador. Experience two challenging, technical glacier 
climbs on Iliniza Sur (17,218’) and Antisana (18,700’)-

two of the less visited peaks in Ecuador-along with the 
spectacle that is New Year’s Eve in Quito.  This is a great 
trip for recent HAMS graduates who want to try out 
their glacier skills. Graduation from HAMS or equiva-
lent experience is required. Maximum team size is 7, 
plus the leader. Estimated cost is $955 plus air fare. For 
more information, contact the leader, Greg Long, at 
719-659-0345 or AT_90@yahoo.com. Or complete 
and send the form below and the leader will contact 
you.

Yellowstone in Winter
February 1 – 6, 2012
$1.075 – $1,200
Steaming geysers, bison, elk, and other wildlife are all 
part of the experience of Yellowstone National Park in 
winter. Skiers, snowshoers, and photographers will en-
joy the convenient trails leading directly from the lodge 
to geysers and waterfalls. The trip includes round-trip 
bus and snow coach transportation between Denver 
and Yellowstone, a one-night stay in Jackson, three full 
days and four nights at Old Faithful, snow coach drop-
off fees, happy hours, and several meals (four break-
fasts, one lunch, and three buffet dinners), and all en-
trance fees and gratuities. We depart Denver by bus 
on Wednesday morning, February 1, stay overnight in 
a motel in Jackson, arriving in Yellowstone on Thurs-
day afternoon. We leave Yellowstone and return to 
Denver late on Monday, February 6, 2012. Prices are 
per person, based on double occupancy. Most rooms 
have two double beds (we have five king sized beds) 
and private bath. The trip cost for the newer Snow 
Lodge hotel rooms is $1220, the “Western” cabin is 
$1195, and the rustic “Frontier” cabin is $1075. Trip 
cost does not include remaining meals (one breakfast, 
five lunches, and two dinners), optional sight-seeing 
excursions within the park, equipment rental, or trip 
insurance. There is a 3% guest fee for non-CMC mem-
bers. Register with the leader, Rick and Deana Pratt, by 
calling 303-887-3717 or rpratt905@gmail.com.

Culture and Cycling in Vietnam
Option A: February 6 – 21, 2012
$3,295 – $3,755

Option B: Feb. 6 – 17, 2012
$2,409 – $2,875
Experience the culture of Vietnam while bicycling 
through some of the most beautiful scenery to be 
found, often on quiet country roads. We’ll often be 
sharing those roads with scooters, school children 
on bikes, bullocks, chickens, and other traffic. When 
not biking, we’ll stay at mostly three- and four-star 
French colonial hotels and beach-front resorts. We’ll 
visit a number of cultural sights and enjoy a number 
of activities such as kayaking, swimming, and short 
hikes. Our tour starts in Hanoi, where we will be met 
by our tour guide and visit a water puppet show. 

We’ll travel to Halong Bay World Heritage Site 
where we will stay on a Chinese-style junk. From 
there we fly to the imperial city of Hue where 
our biking adventure begins. We’ll bike in seg-
ments with a two-day stay at historic Hoi An, an-
other World Heritage Site, before biking on to 
Nha Trang. From there we’ll fly to Ho Chi Minh 
City, where Option B participants will depart for 
home. Option A participants continue on to the 
second phase of the trip—four days of biking in 
the beautiful Mekong Delta. Trip costs include 
airport pickup/drop-off, accommodations, most 
meals, snacks and water, maps, guides with good 
English, transport in air-conditioned minibuses, 
water puppet show, two internal flights, Halong 
Bay cruise, island cruise, cycling jersey or T-shirt, 
taxes, and tips. Not included are airfare from 
the U.S. to Vietnam, entry visa, alcoholic bever-
ages, laundry, a few meals, bike rental, or single 
supplement. For more information, contact Kris 
Ashton at (720) 733-6750 or kris@aimhigh.net.

Death Valley Hiking
March 11 to March 16, 2012
Cost $1,262 (Single $1,830)
Castles, abandoned mines, unique wildlife, sand 
dunes, snow-capped mountains, canyons, layers 
of multi-colored rocks, and the world’s lowest 
golf course!! Don’t miss this exciting opportunity 
to experience the legendary Death Valley, home 
of the Timbisha Shoshone tribe. Temperatures 
will be a moderate 65 to 75 degrees. Spring 
time is Death Valley’s most colorful time of the 
year. Here you will experience a wide variety of 
wildlife, one that is unique to this desert land. 
Not only will you hike the one of a kind terrain 
that only Death Valley can offer, but you will also 
visit the Scotty’s famous castle and explore the 
remains of abandoned mines. Massage therapy, 
horseback riding, tennis, golf, and horse-drawn 
carriage rides are only a few of the many enjoy-
able options that can be enjoyed during your 
spare time. During the week we will visit the park 
Visitor Center and Museum, conduct several A or 
moderate B hikes as well as visit Scotty’s Castle.
Price includes transportation to and from the Las 
Vegas airport to the National Park, hike transpor-
tation, lodging, meals, and entrance to Scotty’s 
Castle. An optional last night gourmet dinner can 
be scheduled for those interested to celebrate 
the end to our vacation! Lodging will be at the 
renovated Furnace Creek Ranch which offers a 
complete resort complex in the heart of Death 
Valley National Park. Not included in the trip - 
airfare, single supplement of $568, alcoholic 
beverages, dinner on the last night and any out-
side activities. A nonrefundable deposit of $100 
is due by December 31, 2011 with the balance 
due by January 15, 2012. Contact Terry Hardie at 
tnjhardie@msn.com or Sharon Silva at ssilva@q.
com for more info. 
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Semana Santa in the Sierra Madres, Mexico
April 2 – 12, 2012
$2,700
On this 11-day, burro-assisted day hiking adventure we will 
explore the canyons of the Sierra Madre Mountains and the 
Copper Canyon area. We’ll start in Los Mochis, Mexico, and 
be transported to the historical town of El Fuerte, founded 
in 1564. Then we’ll board the Chihuahua al Pacifico train for 
an excursion through the mountains and canyons of the Sierra 
Madre, arriving at the rim of the Copper Canyon. We’ll load 
the burros and head west towards Otero Canyon, one of the 
main river canyons in the Sierra Madre. We’ll hike past Tarahu-
mara ranchos to a small village surrounded by thousand-foot-
tall cliffs and corn fields, with the little church on the promon-
tory. Here we’ll be greeted by the locals and be treated to the 
local Semana Santa (Easter week) festivities. Leaving the village 
we will hike by cliff dwelling ruins and pictographs. Then it’s 
on to Basaseachic Falls, the third highest waterfall in Mexico, 
where we will hike to view the falls and then stay at beauti-
ful solar-powered cabanas. We’ll be transported to Creel, the 
lumber and tourist town at the gate of the Copper Canyon 
area and ride the train back to El Fuerte. The last day we will 
explore El Fuerte, then continue on to the airport at Los Mo-
chis. Cost includes land transportation from Los Mochis, lodg-
ing (camping four nights, hotels six nights), meals (except one 
breakfast, two lunches). Not included in costs are airfare to 
Los Mochis (approx $750 round-trip), three meals, tips, travel 
insurance, and personal spending money. Cost may decrease 
depending on number of participants. Contact Janet Farrar 
wildjc@juno.com or 303-933-3066.

Best of the Grand Canyon:  
Colorado River Raft & Hike
April 28 – May 10, 2012
$4,165 (Limit 18)
Truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience, this unique trip to the 
Grand Canyon offers participants the opportunity to experi-
ence this World Heritage Site on a motorized raft for 188 miles 
through the best of the canyon, departing from the historic 
Lee’s Ferry and ending with a helicopter ride from Whitmore 
Wash and a plane flight back to the start.  It is especially ideal 
for those who would like to hike in areas which can be reached 
only from the river, and those who have always wanted to ex-
perience the canyon but who do not wish to make the 7 mile, 
4,500’ backpack in and out. Our outfitter, Hatch River Expedi-
tions, has been guiding river trips through the canyon for over 
70 years. We will have four guides and 20 participants on two 
35-foot S-rig boats running fuel-efficient and quiet 4-stroke 
outboard engines. Hatch offers us daily guided hikes at differ-
ent hiking levels, or one may choose to rest in camp.  There are 
several opportunities for point-to-point hikes where we may 
hike from one drainage to the next and the raft will pick us up 
later in the day. Register with leaders Blake Clark or Rosemary 
Burbank at (303) 871-0379 or blakerosemary@cs.com.

  
Hiking the Alps of Bavaria and Austria
August 27-September 7, 2012
$2,700-3,300
The German and Austrian Alps are a scenic region of pristine 
lakes and creeks, high mountains, green pastures, and thunder-
ing river gorges. The hilly countryside that’s dotted by quaint 
villages is home to some of the most famous castles in Bavaria 
where we will start our trip. On the Austro-Bavarian border we 
will visit Germany’s highest peak, Zugspitze. In Austria, we will 
start by exploring the glacier-carved valley of Stubaital, close to 
Innsbruck. From there we will continue to learn more about the 
Tyrollean country, while hiking and climbing in the Zillertal area. 
Finally, we will walk on paths of a thousand-year-old history in 
Salzkammergut. This area, with spectacular lakes close to the 
town of Salzburg, had in the past famous mines of “white gold.” 
The historical salt trail started from here. The town of Hallstatt 
is a World Heritage destination. During the trip, we will stay in 
comfortable, often family-owned hotels and explore some of 
the more breathtaking parts of the world. Cost includes lodging 
in hotels and pensions, transportation during the trip, breakfast 
and most of the dinners, and leader’s expenses. The price does 
not include airfare or travel insurance. The final cost may vary 
depending on currency exchange. Hikes up to B and C level. 
Maximum number of participants is 14. For more information 
contact the leader, Renata Collard, at (303) 617-4773 or Renata.
Collard@ucdenver.edu

Sikkim Himalayan Trek
October 15 – November 5, 2012 
$3,220
Gyeljen Sherpa invites you to join him on a trek through ancient 
exotic Sikkim. Once its own Kingdom, tiny Sikkim is now a state of 
India. Sikkim is home to the third highest mountain in the world, 
Kanchenjunga (8586m / 28,169ft), one of the largest mountains 
in sheer size in the Himalaya. From Delhi we will take a domestic 
flight to Bagdogra, and then on to the legendary city of Darjeel-
ing, home of His Holiness the Dali Lama, and the Tibetan gov-
ernment in exile. One day by jeep will bring us to the beginning 
of our two-week trek. We will travel through the Kanchenjunga 
Biosphere Reserve; walk in rhododendron forests, camp in small 
villages, visit Buddhist monasteries and shrines, traverse high al-
pine passes, and experience breathtaking Himalayan vistas. We 
will camp beside the sacred lake of Lam Pokhari and cross the 
high pass of Goecha La, 16,207 feet, the highest point on our 
route. For more information please contact Gyeljen Sherpa at 
alpineadventureI@gmail.com or call 720-273-7158.

www.cmc.org/at
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PICTURESQUE SCENERY
Coming from Colorado, it’s no surprise that CMCers know how to find the 
most beautiful and amazing places around the world.

MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES  AND LIFETIME FRIENDSHIPS
Enjoy the company of fellow CMCers as you hike, bike, climb or trek. Along 
the way, discover some wonderful things about the region to be explored, 
whether it’s the people, the scenery, the challenge, or the company.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
You may find yourself dining in a private home in Nepal, or bicycling up 
to a charming restaurant in Norway, or waiting while a shepherd moves his 
flock across the road in front of you.

AFFORDABLE
Compare our prices to similar trips with commercial outfitters and tour 
companies, and you’ll be pleasantly surprised!

ABOUT CMC ADVENTURE TRAVEL
Travel the United States and the world! Visit exotic countries and experience the cultures of the world up close 
and personal. Climb fabled peaks. Hike places that will speak to your soul. Ski the world’s best backcountry pow-
der. Canoe fascinating waterways. Cycle and mountain bike pathways ranging from gently rolling hills to challenging 
rugged steep trails. Our Adventure Travel trips take members and guests to the world’s incredible destinations.

EXPERIENCED LEADERS
All our CMC Adventure Travel trips are led by experienced CMC trip leaders who also lead hikes for their own 
local CMC group at home. Sometimes, Adventure Travel trips also have an experienced local guide, as when 
we’re rafting the Grand Canyon, exploring Russia’s Kamchatka or trekking Ireland’s Wicklow Way. 

CMC Adventure Travel

Near Mirador Ordiales in Picos de Europa, Spain

Laguna Jahuacocha, in the Peruvian 
Cordillera Huayhuash

Picos de Europa, coastal trail towards 
Llanes, Spain

Ha Long Bay, a World Heritage site 
in Vietnam
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CMC Member

Personalized Financial Planning
“I will help you pursue the summit of  your 

financial success.”
Vernon E. Bass, CFP

 Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.
4704 Harlan St., Suite 660 · Lakeside, CO 80212

Please give me a call for information or an appointment.

303-458-5250
Or  via email: vern.bass@cambridgeresource.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, a broker / dealer.  

Member FINRA / SIPC –  Investment Advisor Representative,
Cambridge Investment Research Advisor, Inc. A Registered 

Investment Advisor

Birding 101, Fall 2011
Lectures:  Aug 24; Sept 6, 21; Oct 5, 19 
Field Dates: Aug 27:  Sept 10, 24; Oct 
8, 22 
Cost: $50 CMC Members;
          $55 Non-Members
Contact:  Mike Foster, 303/456-2647

  We will begin with methods of  identifying birds, then 
discuss bird guides and binoculars.  We will consider 
behaviors, habitats and some introductory facts of  
ecology and conservation—much more than in previous 
versions of  Birding 101.  This revised version of  101 
now	includes	5	class	sessions	and	5	field	trips,	instead	of 	
3	classes,	3	field	trips	as	previously	conducted.		
  We will practice techniques for identifying birds by 
sight and by ear.  We will keep lists and discuss resources 
for learning more.  The difference between Birding 101 
and 201 is mostly in the greater number of  birds we see 
during spring, when 201 is offered.
   Intended for the novice birder, Birding 101 will meet 
on	 five	 evenings	 (4	 Wednesdays,	 1	 Tuesday)	 this	 fall	
from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. in the Baker Room of  the Colorado 
Mountain Club at 710 10th Street in Golden.  
   Feel free to bring a sack dinner and something to drink 
during evening classes.  There are vending machines 
located	on	the	second	floor	too.
   Everyone, including the instructor, must have the same 
book: Kenn Kaufman’s Field Guide to Birds of  North 
America (retail cost $18.95).  Amazon.com has copies, 
often at substantial discounts.
  Pay online when you register at cmc.org under education.
  Instructor Mike Foster leads trips for Audubon and 
Denver Field Ornithologists.  He has been hooked on 
birds since boyhood.  

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
CENTENNIAL PEAKS

Centennial Celebration Climbs: The guidelines for 
trip leader participation in this program to celebrate the 
CMC’s Centennial Anniversary have been revised to 
allow for unlimited, multiple climbs of  the Centennial 
Peaks.		To	participate	in	this	celebration,	qualified	Denver	
Group trip leaders may now lead a trip to one or more 
of  the Centennial Peaks (top 100) between now and 
December 31, 2012. Interested trip leaders should email 
bdwyer192@gmail.com and indicate which trip(s) they 
wish to lead. Leaders will be responsible to schedule the 
trip in the CMC online schedule. Instructions, formats 
and assistance will be provided to help streamline the 
leader’s participation. This link:
    http://www.cmc.org/about/centennialclimbs.aspx 
will show the sign ups, schedules, completions, trip 
reports and photos of  the trips. Participation in this 
program will help provide advertisement for the CMC 
and help allow members to climb the Top 100 peaks.

!!!  100 YEARS  !!!
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Social Activities Calendar-(all members)

The Mile High Mountaineer

The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/
year members and non-members effective with memberships renewed 
October 1, 2009. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado Mountain 
Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at 
Golden,	CO	and	additional	mailing	offices.	Ads	for	the	newsletter	are	due	at	
the	first	of 	the	month	prior	to	the	edition	the	ad	is	to	be	placed.	All	ads	must	
be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. Editor and Proofreading: Linda 
Lawson;	Layout:	Dana	Dillow.	CMC	Office:	(303)	279-3080;	Fax	(303)	279-
9690.	Office	Hours:	Monday–Thursday	9	a.m.– 6 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.

Thank you to our peak volunteers, Fred Siersma 
and Dick Dieckman, for a great summer kickoff 
Party.

 Friday 1 - Time to purchase your ticket for the July 
31 OUTDOOR performance of  Romeo and Juliet, 
Colorado Shakespeare Festival on their website.  Please 
call leader Patricia Leslie before purchasing your ticket. 
(720) 296-9422.  See Sunday, July 31st listing below for 
details. 
 Friday 1 - TGIF, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.  Join experienced 
backcountry leader Rocky Smith at Hanson's, 1301 South 
Pearl, just off  I-25 Downing or Washington Street exits.  
FEEL FREE TO BRING ALONG ADULT FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS TO INTRODUCE THEM TO CMC 
(303) 839-5900.
 Wednesday 6 - TGIW, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. at Hansons's, 
1301 South Pearl.  NEW MEMBERS MOST 
WELCOME!!  Thank goodness it's Wednesday! “B” 
and “C” level hike leader Dave Riter is hosting this get 
acquainted gathering. Questions?  E-mail DenDav62@
hotmail.com or call (303) 427-2058.
 Friday 15 - TGIF, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. at Chad's, 275 
Union Blvd. in Lakewood, hosted by Dick Dieckman. 
Our members like the Chad's patio.  Questions?  E-mail 
dieckman@comcast.net or call (303) 980-0573. 
 Saturday 16 - Saturday Escape (the heat) to 
Breckenridge.  Historic Mountain Town Trek.  Learn more 
about Breck's history while getting in some moderate 
exercise, under 4 miles of  touring the town.  Pack a lunch 
if  you like or take advantage of  sidewalk vendors and 
other plentiful eateries.  We will be carpooling from a 
Washington Park parking lot.  Sign up with CMC leader, 
Patricia Leslie by calling at least 24 hours prior.  (720) 
296-9422.  Questions welcome.
  Friday 22  - TGIF, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. at the 44th Avenue 
Grill, 7605 West 44th Avenue, Wheatridge (Wadsworth 
and 44th just of  I-70 exit) Join host Joanne Lowery 
E-mail Joanne: jlowery228@yahoo.com or call (303) 
877-4442.
  Saturday 30 - Afternoon River Walk and Dinner in 
Littleton.  We'll ride RTD Light Rail from Downtown 
Littleton to Mineral Station, then walk north along the 

Platte River to our dinner at Merle's on Main Street.  
Walk is about 2 miles and includes a beautiful unpaved 
trail off  the concrete bike path - wear appropriate 
footwear.  We will meet at the Littleton Downtown rail 
station, southeast corner of  Prince Street and Alamo 
Avenue, just north of  Arapahoe Community College.   
Assemble on the train platform between 4:45 and 5:00 
p.m. for departure on the 5:04 train.  Bring RTD fare 
($2.25 or $1.10 for 65+ seniors) and allow time to 
purchase your ticket.  We'll have dinner around 6:15 p.m. 
at Merle's, 2609 W. Main Street - latecomers can catch 
up with us there.  Menu includes sandwiches, salads, and 
comfort-food main dishes.  Contact Bob Shedd at (720) 
290-6014 if  you need directions or details.  You won't be 
disappointed!
  Sunday 31 - A Little Summer Romance, Romeo 
and Juliet on the Boulder Campus, 6:30 p.m.  We will be 
adventurous and take our chances on purchasing tickets 
online for the evening OUTDOOR performance.  As 
of  June 6th, there were plenty of  tickets available. Please 
call Patricia before you purchase your ticket online to 
coordinate group attendance and seating. Then,purchase 
your ticket online (google Colorado Shakespeare Festival 
and follow their guide) Prices from $10-$50.  Sign-up 
is required with CMC leader Patricia Leslie at least 24 
hours before the performance.  Some tickets are usually 
available at the door.  Questions and sign-up call (720) 
296-9422.

ANY MEMBER CAN!!  Host a social 
activities event, that is.   We suggest 
a hike (if you are a CMC leader), a 
picnic, movie, or concert (if you are 

not, or are a CMC leader).  
NEW IDEAS ARE WELCOME TOO.  
Contact us.  Kathy Kane (303) 751-
0936 or CMC leader Patricia Leslie 
720-296-9422 or e-mail: 
pleslie.leslie@gmail.com

These Social Activities are not categorized as official 
CMC outings.


