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On a cool January day a CMC group, made up mainly of  Denver Group 
Conservation Committee members, toured the NREL facilities in Golden. We 
met our guide, Keith Emery, NREL Photovoltaic engineer, at the mesa top 
photovoltaic array on South Table Mountain. Before the tour we'd done a six 

mile exploratory hike on S. Table Mountain led by Cheryl Ames, coordinator of  the days' activities. 
   As Keith explained, the array of  collectors started operation in 2008 and puts out 1,200 MWh annually. SunEdison 
financed, built, owns and maintains the collectors. This solar array provides 7% of  NREL's electricity. The only cost 
to taxpayers is for the electricity itself. The positive environmental impact is an annual carbon offset of  2.4 million 
pounds of  CO2.
   While descending the trail to the NREL campus, Keith pointed out the solar panels on top of  many buildings and 
described the purposes of  several buildings under construction: expanded research on energy integration, renewable 
energy, renewable fuels, biofuels research, research support, and a new Visitors Center. On the walk to the RSF 
(Research Support Facility) Keith showed us Xeric landscaping made up of  native plants watered by building run-off  
and the use of  native decorative rock in the landscaping.
   Next we toured the SERF (Solar Energy Research Facility) where Keith works. This structure is a model of  super 
efficiency. Keith pointed out several conservation features: a) north-south orientation b) thermally massive concrete 
walls c) solar collectors d) thermal underground heat storage e) radiant heating and cooling using water f) daylighting 
with glazed operable windows g) underfloor ventilation. In addition, on the interior, beetle kill pine was used in the 
walls, reclaimed steel gas piping supports structural columns, and recycled Stapleton runway material was used in the 
foundation and slabs. The building contains 360,000 sq. ft. and holds 1,325 employees. It uses 50% less energy than 
if  built to today's commercial standards.
   In his laboratory, Keith talked about the solar cell technology he's been working on: triple-
junction cells the diameter of  a ballpoint pen dot. We also toured the labs where he works with all 
solar cell technologies to determine their performance and efficiency. Using NREL equipment 
and expertise, engineers like Keith test the viability of  various solar cell technologies for private 
companies, universities, and the government. With seed money from DOE (Department of  
Energy), private investment companies, and NREL's validation, a start-up company can go into 
full production of  a product like a solar module that is commercially competitive. That goes as 
well for biofuels testing,wind energy testing at their facility at the old Rocky Flats site, and solar 
cells now used to power earth orbiting satellites. NREL is known and trusted world-wide for its 
excellence in research and testing in the renewable energy field.

   In summary, at NREL there is research, testing, analysis, and modeling of  
everything from solar cells, to integration of  energy systems into the power grid, 
to fuel cells, electric and hydrogen fueled vehicles, new jet fuels made from inedible 
parts of  corn, wind power generation, and the use of  forest waste, such as beetle 
kill, for heating.
   With time running out and our heads about to explode with information, we 
ended the tour. For those interested in doing an NREL tour, check the fall schedule. 
Cheryl is planning to coordinate a second Denver Conservation Committee 
sponsored NREL tour/hike. For more information on NREL and its on-going 
projects go to: www.nrel.gov.

CMC Tour of  NREL 
(National Renewable Energy Laboratory)

Author & Photo Credits: Carol Ordemann
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Trip Signup
To register for CMC trips online, go to www.cmc.org, sign in as a member, and 
click on TRIP SIGNUP. Search by whatever criteria you like; fewer criteria 
work better. Call the office at 303-279-3080 x 2 if  you need your password 
or any assistance. We will also be happy to sign you up for trips if  you don’t 
have computer access.

Calendar of  Events
For more information about schools, speakers, volunteer opportunities, and 
special events, go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS. To see 
member-only schools and seminars, you must first sign in as a member. 

Date Time Event
1-2 Mar 7:00 PM Banff  Film Festival/Parmount Theater
3-Mar 8:00 AM AT - Advanced Leader Training Seminar
4-Mar 8:00 AM Wilderness First Aid
4-Mar 8:00 AM Colorado Environmental Film Festival
6-Mar 6:00 PM WTS Committee Meeting
6-Mar 6:30 PM Ski Mountaineering School
7-Mar 6:30 PM BMS Lecture
7-Mar 6:00 PM HAMS
8-Mar 7:00 PM GORP 
10-Mar 9:00 AM Backcountry Incident Review
11-Mar 8:30 AM Wilderness First Aid
13-Mar 6:30 PM AT Presentation: Bavaria & Austria Alps
13-Mar 6:30 PM Ski Mountaineering School

14-Mar 6:30 PM Denver Group Council
14-Mar 7:00 PM Photography Section Meeting
15-Mar 6:30 PM AT Presention Poland: Treking in the Tatra 

Mountains
15-Mar 7:00 PM Fly Fishing Section
17-Mar 6:30 PM HAMS Jake Norton Presentation
19-Mar 6:30PM Denver Safety and Leadership
20-Mar 5:00 PM RMOTHG
20-Mar 6:00 PM WTS Committee Meeting
20-Mar 6:00 PM New Member Orientation
20-Mar 6:30 PM Ski Mountaineering School
24-Mar 8:00 AM Fly Fishing School Instructor Orientation
24-Mar 1:00 PM Mountain Fest
25-Mar 4:00 PM RMOTHG
26-Mar 5:00 PM New Member Climb Night
26-Mar 6:30 PM Adventure Travel
2-Apr 5:00 PM New Member Climb Night
2-Apr 6:30 PM Fly Fishing School
3-Apr 6:30 PM WTS
2-Apr 6:30 PM BMS Lecture

FLY FISHING SECTION
The Fly Fishing Section offers schools, 
monthly programs, seminars, on river 
clinics, and service projects.  Fishing trips 
include hikes, backpacking, car camping 
and drive to day destinations.  Contact 

Herb Grotheer at h923g@earthlink.net to receive FF 
Section emails with the latest FF news, trips, fishing 
reports, and monthly programs.  To learn more about 
FF, go to the Section web page at www.cmcflyfish.org or 
go to Denver Group Web page at www.hikingdenver.net. 

March  Presentation & Meeting:  
15 March - Fly Fishing presentation titled “Writing 
the Fly Fishers Guide to Colorado, the agony and the 
ecstasy” author and presenter Marty Bartholomew.  See 
pictures and learn about all the great places to fish in 
Colorado.  Marty is a native of  Colorado, author of  4 
books, featured presenter at FF shows in several states, 
FF instructor/guide, commercial fly tyer and on the pro 
staff  with Ross Reels, Whiting farms and Scott Fly Rods.
To get your free tickets log on as a member to www.
cmc.org, click on PROGRAMS tab, then SPECIAL 
SECTIONS.

March  FF Activities
To see newly posted trips and FF activities, select 
Fly Fishing in the search box at: www.cmc.org/trip/
tripsearch.aspx
22 March, North Fork of  South Platte – Long Meadow 
– Ken Robak host, Herb Grotheer TL
29 March, Arkansas River - Pueblo Tailwater Day Trip – 
Herb Grotheer

April - Fly Fishing School – Learn how to Fly Fish and 
enjoy the Rocky Mountains at the same time.  See details 
in the CMC schools section of  the MHM.

GORP - Great Outdoors Reading Program
Meeting Date March 8

Monthly Meetings: 2nd Thursday of  each month
Contact:  Stan Moore stan338@comcast.net 
Location:   Drumwright Room, AMC, Golden 
Time:  7-9pm

 March: Everest, the West Ridge by Tom Hornbein
 April: Touching the Void by Joe Simpson
 May: Everest, the West Ridge by Tom Hornbein 

Section News

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Centennial Celebration Fest

July 21, 2012 - Buena Vista
The event of  the summer to bring members state wide 
together for recreation, fun, food, music & beer!  Leaders 
needed to lead  trips in Collegiate Peaks – lake hikes, 13er 
& 14er hikes, bike trips.  

Contact Linda Lawson at lkl14er@comcast.net

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
Meeting Date March 14

Meetings: Monthly the 2nd Wednesday 7:00pm
Location: Lower Level Conference Room, AMC

Contact: Frank Burzynski fburzynski@comcast.net.
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Backcountry Incident Review Conference
March 10, 9am – 5pm
Hear From a Woman Who’s Made History
Cost: $10 for CMC leaders, $20 for CMC members, and $30 for non-members
Tickets:  www.cmc.org/birc
Our dy-na-mo keynote speaker at the  annual Backcountry Incident Review Conference March 
10th is Susan Ershler of  Seattle,  the 4th American woman to climb the seven continental 
summits and the 12th to climb Everest. Now she’s agreed to share her experience and insights 
with backcountry trip leaders to help them push themselves – and their trip participants - to 
new heights in the backcountry while managing the risks they face. The conference is open to 
anyone who leads trips into the backcountry – or wants to learn more about doing so. Lunch 
will be served. 

SPICE UP YOUR WORKOUT !
Join the CMC Trail Crew for a day of  exercise and camaraderie!  Our first project is on Sat., April 
21.  Celebrate Earth Day with us in the Audubon area of  Chatfield State Park, working on the 
Muskrat Pond and South Platte Trails.  

  On the 5th of  May, we’ll complete our work in Chatfield and then move to Denver Mountain 
Parks for May 12 and 19.  After Memorial Day, it’s up to the High Country!

   No experience needed.  We provide tools, instruction, and a happy hour at the 
end of  the day.  Details of  each project will be in the Activity Schedule soon.
  Contact:  Fred Griest  303 759-2194

10th Annual MountainFest  
March 24;  FREE  

Registration: www.cmc.org/mountainfest 
Sign up for our Youth Climbing Competition or Adult Climbing Competition (great prizes 
and free to enter)  Contact:  Kristin Depagnier to volunteer for March 24th or lead hiking 
trips March – May for prospective members who sign up at MountainFest.

We Made History Last Year.... So Let's Set Another Record This Year

We sold out three schools, introduced 500 people to CMC , and set a membership record. 
Help us spread the word this year and bring your friends to the annual CMC Open House. 
MountainFest is the perfect way to get motivated and learn skills for spring and summer 
mountain adventures. This year’s event will feature free outdoor skills clinics, museum tours, 
open climbing and a climbing competition on the indoor rock wall, slacklining and an expo featuring our popular 
hiking, mountaineering, fly fishing, and camping schools, our conservation program, mountaineering museum, 
adventure travel, youth education program, and much more. The climbing competition is also free to enter for both 
Youth and Adults. Space is limited for the climbing competitions.  Don't let your friends, family, neighbors or co-
workers miss this opportunity to learn ALL about the CMC-your gateway to the outdoors! And the best part? It's ALL 
FREE! Including happy hour and a live band from 4-6:30 pm. 
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Denver Group Schools
For more information and to register for Denver Group Schools, go to www.cmc.org, log in as a member, and go to PROGRAMS, EDUCATION. Members of  other CMC 
Groups are welcome to attend these schools for a $10 surcharge.
Denver Group Standard Refund Policy: “Student/Participant requests for refunds of  tuition/fees must be requested in writing to the appropriate school or event director. Requests 
made prior to 30 days before the beginning of  the school/event will be processed less a $10 handling fee. Requests made within 30 days of  the school/event will be refunded at 50% 
of  the amount paid. No refunds will be made after the beginning of  the school/event. However, a refund less $10 can be obtained if  a person is found to take the original student’s 
place in a school.”

Advanced Leader Training Seminar (ALTS)
Steve Bonowski at climbersteveb@gmail.com or Dave Pellegrini at david7324@mac.com
Lecture:  Saturday, March 3
Fee:  $38 (excluding optional hike to international destination in the Spring); Limit:  20
If  you are a trip leader and have an interest in expanding your skills, this may be the class for you. The mechanics of  leading fellow members 
on a two week trip, often to the other side of  the world, are greatly different from leading an “A” hike in the Front Range foothills, or 
leading an easy walk along the Colorado River in Grand Junction or Grand County.  In addition to the lecture,  2-3 optional get-acquainted 
and information-sharing hikes will be scheduled in the Spring.  Pre-requisites for the course are good physical conditioning; a willingness to 
try leading at least one adventure travel trip, domestic or international, in the two years following the class; and approval from the Seminar 
directors.  We are looking primarily for students who already are qualified trip leaders. We will, however, consider non-leader applicants on 
a case-by-case basis, based upon review of  resumes provided with the course application. Course applications are available by e-mail from 
Steve at climbersteveb@gmail.com.

Wilderness First Aid 
Lynda Wacht at  try.athlete@gmail.com or Jeanette Kehoe at j-kehoe@comcast.net or CMC Membership Services
Sundays, March 4 & 11, 8:30am – 5pm; DG  Trip Leaders $35; CMC DG Members$ 75; Non DG Members $85; 
The Denver Group offers a comprehensive and nationally recognized Wilderness First Aid (WFA) program.. The course follows a standardized 
program through the Emergency Care & Safety Institute and consists of  10 hours of  lecture, 6 hours of  practical experience, and both 
written and practical exams. Topics include patient assessment, environmental emergencies, trauma, splinting, medical emergencies, altitude 
illness and insect and animal bites. A comprehensive textbook is included in the fee. In response to student recommendations the course is 
given on two consecutive Sundays in March.  Both classes held at AMC in Golden. A Wilderness First Aid card is issued upon completion. 
The course is open to all CMC members regardless of  experience. Those with experience are encouraged to use this comprehensive course 
as a refresher and practice skills we rarely need but are critical to know when we do need them. Register on-line.  Additional 2012 dates will 
be published in a future MHM issue.

Ski Mountaineering School 
Michelle Jung or Brendan Reiss sms@hikingdenver.net
Lectures 6:30-9:00pm March 6, 13, 20; Field trips March 24, April 7, 21, May 5 and 18-20
$140 DG and non DG Members;  Standard Cancellation Policy Applies  Prerequisite:  WFA, AIARE Level I or approved equivalent; 
Registration by application:  http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/skimountaineeringschool
This school is intended to develop the skills, attitudes and awareness needed for ski mountaineering tours such as ski descents of  Colorado’s 
13ers and 14ers, ski traverses and ski mountaineering routes in Europe and Canada.  Participants may use alpine touring,  telemark, or split 
snowboard equipment.  Students need to be in good physical condition as evidenced by being able to hike 1000 vertical feet in an hour, 
have the ability to ski black diamond slopes at downhill areas, have some familiarity with backcountry skiing and basic mountaineering 
skills and experience.  The emphasis of  this course is NOT to teach ski techniques but to INTEGRATE ski equipment and skills into the 
mountaineering experience.

Fly Fishing School
Jorge Dominguez at 720-675-8740 before 7pm or at cmc.flyfishing@gmail.com
Lecture:  April 2, 4, 11; Field Outings: April 15 & 21 
Fee:. $140 DG members; $150 Non DG members: Tuition includes many accessories. Deadline: April 1; Standard CMC cancellation policy applies.
This school is designed for beginners and the inexperienced. Basic information regarding gear, knots, insects, trout behavior and casting is 
taught. Tuition covers three evening classes, two days of  on-stream instruction, a 100-page handbook, many accessories and 24 flies. Students 
supply their own rod, reel, line, waders, boots and license. This is a great way to prepare for Fly Fishing Section trips.

Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) 
Lecture Dates: Tuesdays, April 3, 10, and 24, May 1 and 15 @ 6:30 pm, Foss Auditorium, AMC Golden 
Field Dates: Your Choice of  Thursdays, Saturdays, or Sundays; April 12, 14 or 15; April 19, 21 or 22, April 26, 28, or 29; May 3, 5 or 6, and May 17, 19, 
or 20. 
Enrollment fee: $90 Denver Group Members; $100 non DG members 
Contact: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts or 303/279-3080 Ext 2 
Hiking in Colorado’s mountains is fabulous, low-cost recreation! Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) is for those looking for adventure – 
AND – for those who just want to enjoy the scenery. WTS is a great introduction to the Colorado Mountain Club and a place to meet new 
friends. WTS is Colorado Mountain Club’s largest school, a comprehensive course on mountain hiking. Students are all ages, from 18 to 80. 
If  you’re new to hiking, WTS gives you the opportunity to learn how to travel safely – and with confidence – in the backcountry. If  you’re 
an experienced hiker, WTS gives you a chance to review, to enhance your skills, and possibly to fill in some gaps. WTS also fulfills one of  the 
requirements to obtain a Denver Group C hiker classification and to attend Basic Mountaineering School.
Topics covered include: 

• Essential gear, helping you decide what you need to buy and carry
• Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders and talus to tundra 
• Map & compass skills, figuring out where you are, navigation and route-finding
• Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, rain, lightning, and snow
• Nutrition, helping you choose what food to carry
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• Overnight survival techniques and how to handle a backcountry emergency 
• Snow travel and avalanche awareness, handling unexpected snow on the trail
• Leave No Trace practices

Students have the opportunity to learn techniques of  safe backcountry travel and 
to practice in a non-competitive, non-confrontational setting. Students plan and 
complete a graduation hike with their field group. WTS is a great place to learn and 
practice new skills, make new friends, and become a safe backcountry traveler.  The 
course consists of  five Tuesday night lectures, four field days, and a graduation hike. 
Students are divided into groups of  10-12 people, based on hiking pace, conditioning, 
and prior experience. Instructor teams consist of  a senior instructor and two assistant 
instructors. 

Call for Wilderness Trekking School Instructors
The Wilderness Trekking School Committee (WTSC) is looking for instructors for the Spring 2012 session that begins on Tuesday, April 
3rd. We encourage previous WTS instructors and WTS graduates to volunteer. Senior instructors must be qualified CMC trip leaders. All 
instructors must be willing to accommodate all paces and skill levels from beginner to advanced. They must love the mountains and be eager 
and able to teach students the skills for safe backcountry travel. For more information, including application, additional requirements, and 
course schedule, go to http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts. WTSC gives preference to applicants who are available for all lectures and 
field days. Applications are due by Thursday, March 1st. Send your application to one of  the following WTS committee members:
Senior Instructors – Dave Callais, dctstrider@comcast.net, Returning Associates – Ken Gurvin, gurv1@msn.com and New Assistants – 
Martha Mustard, mustardo3@comcast.net.   Thank you in advance for your interest and participation!

Denver Group Trip Leader School 
Martha Mustard at 303-547-8891 or DirectorTLS@hikingDenver.net 
Tuesday, May 8 6:30 - 9:30pm
$10 Denver Group members/$20 for members of  other Groups; Register on line at cmc.org, Programs/Education
Prerequisite:  Read materials on-line at hikingdever.net under Trip Leader School and pass a written test before the lecture class.
Completion of  the Trip Leader School is the first step in becoming a Denver Group trip leader. It is open to all members in good standing 
over 18 years of  age, regardless of  hiker or skier classification. Members completing Trip Leader School must complete 3 trips of  which 
two must be hiking, backcountry ski, or snowshoe trips. Topics include group dynamics and leadership styles, leader responsibilities, liability 
issues, medical concerns, environmental concerns, planning a trip, screening potential trip participants, organizing the group, and carrying out 
a safe trip The evening class consists of  a Q&A period followed by scenarios to be discussed in small groups. Please note that the Technical 
Climbing Section has its own Trip Leader School and application.

Alpine Scrambling Course
Deb Kirk at bmsdirector2010@gmail.com
Lectures:  6:30-9:00pm May 31 & June 7; Field Trips:  June 9,  July 14, August 18
Student Limit:  25; Fee $100; Application Deadline : April 30th
Prerequisites:   “C Hike Rating” or equivalent experience; good physical conditioning and capable of  climbing 750 ft of  elevation and a distance of  1.5 miles in an 
hour on good trail 
This course is designed to provide students with the training and confidence to climb non-technical 13ers and 14ers.  Alpine Scrambling 
involves off  trail travel, and often is over rock and snow covered routes where a non-technical summit can be reached without the need of  
technical climbing gear. To register for this course: 1) Sign in and from the Trip Activity Schedule select, Denver Group, then select  “Alpine 
Scrambling Course Registration”; register for this trip which allows verification of  your “C” hike rating 2)  Go to http://www.hikingdenver.
net/schools/alpinescramblingcourse to download the application. Submit the application to: BMSdirector2010@gmail.com 

“I thought I knew a lot about hiking. Was I 
wrong! WTS taught me so much more than I 

imagined.” –WTS Student

Banff  Mountain Film Festival 
March 1 &, March 2 

Tickets: www.cmc.org/banff    Cost: $15
Get Inspired from These Award-Winning Films and Make History 
This year's tour features a collection of  the most inspiring and thought-
provoking action, environmental, and adventure mountain films. The 
2011/2012 World Tour is an exhilarating and provocative exploration of  
the mountain world. Showings both nights will be held at the Paramount 
Theatre in Denver. Doors open at 6 PM and shows start at 7 PM. Proceeds 
will benefit CMC. 

Denver Group Trip Leader School Recent Grads
Let’s congratulate the graduates of  the February Trip Leader School and thank them for their interest and willingness 
to become leaders:  Dean Cates, Steve Dohnal, Gary Gorman, Norman Howard, Matthew Klimock, John Lookabill, 
Chris Mattingly, Michael Mitchel, and Allen Seagraves.  These trip leader school grads will be completing their Leader-
In-Training trips in the next few months and then will be listing their own trips.  So, look for their names in the On-
Line Trip Sign Up System.  And a big thanks to Wayne Johnson and Deb Robak for assisting with the class.
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Adventure Travel
For your benefit and enjoyment, the following trips have been reviewed and approved by the Adventure Travel Committee and are officially sanctioned by the Colorado Mountain Club. 
For expanded information about these and other CMC Adventure Travel trips, go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS, ADVENTURE TRAVEL.  
NOTE: Due to the number of  AT trips, pricing details have been eliminated from the descriptions below but are included in the full  trip 
descriptions on the website.

Australia/Mount Kosciuszkio
Gary Helleng or Daedra Pierce  garyhelleng@gmail.com/daedrapierce@yahoo.com
March 11 – 16, 2012; Fee:  $1,675 land cost + estimated $1,400 airfares. Price may fluctuation due to currency changes.  Limit:  12 maximum.
Say, “G’Day” and explore the unique wonders of  the Land down Under.  Arrive and tour Sydney.  Itinerary includes Blue and Snowy 
Mountains, Kosciusko National Park and Australia’s highest peak, Cairns, the Great Barrier Reef, and a visit to the rainforest.  Participants 
should be fit enough to tackle climbs up to 12 miles round trip and 2000 ft of  gain. 

Death Valley Hiking 
Terry Hardie tnjhardie@msn.com and Sharon Silva ssilva@q.com 
March 11 to March 16, 2012; Fee: $1262.00, Single $1830 
Death Valley is home of  the Timbisha Shoshone tribe. Temperatures will be a moderate 65 to 75 degrees. Hike and visitt the Scotty’s famous 
castle and explore the remains of  abandoned mines. A nonrefundable deposit of  $100 is due by December 31, 2011 with the balance due by 
January 15, 2012. 

Everest Monastery Trek                                                                                                
Pemba Sherpa 303-525-65089 or pemba@sherpaascent.com
April 14-28, 2012; Fee:  $2,250
Join Pemba on his homeland trek to Nepal Himalayas in the renowned Khumbu region where you will partake of  Nepalese and Tibetan 
cultures.  The trek offers striking scenery of  unspoiled terrain with close up views of  Everest and its neighbors.  You will also spend time in 
the Sherpa village of  Sengma and in Kathmandu.  You will spend time with Pemba’s family off  the beaten path.

Death Hollow/Slickrock Wildernerness 
Carol Kurt at kurtskarma@aol.com or 970-925-6648. 
April 24-28; Filled;  Second trip added April 30 – May 4; 
Fee $1,035; Prerequisites:  B hiking classification, ability to navigate slick rock , climb with some exposure as well as be able to handle water crossings 
Previous Trip Photos: http://picasaweb.google.com/bobseyse/Llama?feat=directlink
You will make base camp in the high desert area between the Escalante River and Boulder Mountain. The numerous rock formations are 
sometimes twisted, making this a painter’s paradise! One day will be spent hiking into the narrow and famous Death Hollow Wilderness Area 
with another day in remote Sand Creek. On several day excursions you will also come across Anasazi Indian ruins and abundant lithic sites. 
Fee includes: llamas carrying all gear, camping equipment (including tents, sleeping bags and pads) and food. Not included: transportation to 
Utah, motel and meals in Boulder, Utah, and outfitter tips. In addition to your day pack you will be allowed  to bring an extra 15 pounds of  
personal items which will be packed on the llamas.

Hadrian’s Wall
Linda Ditchkus lvditchkus@hotmail.com
May 16 – May 28, 2012, $3,100
Hike across England from the North Sea to the Irish Sea by following an ancient Roman wall built in the 10 year period beginning in 122 
AD by Hadrian Aelius.  This marvel of  medieval engineering amassed about two million tons of  stones, which formed the 85-mile wall and 
integrated forts separating Roman occupied England from Scotland. Stay in small hotels and B&Bs,  dine in nearby restaurants and pubs near 
the Wall.  Along the way, visit the Segedunum Roman Fort and Museum and the Vindolanda Roman Fort and Museum.  

Yampa River Rafting & Hiking
Janet Martel jmartel98@gmail.com for pre-trip packet
June 3-9; Fee:  $1,226
Travel over 70 miles on the Yampa River, the last undammed tributary of  the Colorado River System.  Untamed Class III and IV rapids, sandy 
beaches, deep, colorful canyons and habitats for native plants and animals offer a splendid journey.  Carpool to Vernal, UT.   Participants 
provide own tents and sleeping bags.

Moab Mountain Bike & Hike Adventure
Rick Pratt at 303-887-3717 or rpratt905@gmail.com    
June 7 - 10, 2012;  Fees: $295 before March 15; Price increases after March 16 – April 15 - $325; April 16 - May 15 - $350; After May 15 $375
Base camp near Moab in this fun and exciting adventure and explore the famous mountain biking and hiking trails in the Moab area, and 
Arches & Canyonlands National Parks.  Ride or hike with groups of  various sizes and abilities for four days of  adventure in this amazing desert 
wonderland.  Travels will include Hidden Canyon trail with its prolific Anasazi art & hunting ruins.  You provide your own transportation to 
and from the rides and hikes which are accessible with any vehicle.  Participants must bring own camping gear and bike & helmet (if  you ride) 
or rent one in Moab. Carpooling is encouraged.  There are rides and hikes suited for beginning to advanced riders of  all ages. 

Montenegro
Rada Perovic at radaperovic@msn.com or (303) 985-3263
June 12-26; Cost $2,264 plus airfare;  Hikes at  A & B Levels
Join Rada Perovic,  Montenegro native, for a two-week excursion to this unspoiled Mediterranean and mountain paradise.  Enjoy a journey 
from the beautiful beaches of  the crystal clear Adriatic Sea to the country’s mountainous interior with its 7,000 foot peaks, deep canyons and 
valleys, and dense forests. The trip will visit for national parks: Lovcen, Biogradska Gora, Durmitor, and Skadar Lake. In addition to hiking 
there will be a two-day raft trip down the Tara River.
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Kayaking Alaska’s Kenai Fjords National Park
Brittany Neilson 719-2666-9647  mtnbri@yahoo.com
July 2-13, 2012; Fee:  $2,735 + Air $1,100 approximate; Limit 12
Paddle past calving glaciers and watch for wildlife sightings as you spend five days on the waters of  Kenai Fjords National Park, followed by 
two days of  hiking around Seward.  Participants use own camping and cooking gar; no kayaking experience necessary but participants need 
to be capable of  powering a kayak for 12 miles each day for five consecutive days.  Upper body conditioning to prepare for the trip is critical.  
Night time temps range as low as 10-20 degrees F.  

Iceland  
Marilyn Choske, 303-456-6279 before 9pm or mchoske@juno.com
July 2-13, 2012; Fees: $2734 + Air approximately $1100; fees subject to currency fluctuation
Limit: 12; Hiker B classification needed for 6-10 miles, 1000 to 3000 ft gain daily
From the Reykjavik bay at 11:30PM, witness the sun FINALLY setting over the western horizon--and if  you’re up at 2:30AM, you’ll see 
it start to rise! Our 7-day trek travels through diverse landscapes. Your last trekking day is spent descending from that pass, enjoying 29 
waterfalls and finally spotting the seacoast along the little town of  Skogar.  A mandatory pre-trip meeting for all participants will be held in 
April 2012. Participants are encouraged to attend at least 1 of  2 CMC leader-led hikes in May and June 2012.

Poland --- Trekking in the Tatra Mountains!
Steve Bonowski at climbersteveb@gmail.com or Linda Ditchkuss at lvditchkus@hotmail.com for Application Packet. No phone calls please. 
August 26 - September 6; $1,995 Estimate depending on fee increases and currency exchange rates, plus estimated international air fare $1,300
Hikes at Moderate to Difficult B & Moderate to Difficult C levels
A spectacular trip to Tatra Mountains of  southern Poland.  Four day hikes from our Zakopane resort town hotel with the highlight being a 
three day hut trip into Slovakia and back, passing over Rysy, the high point of  Poland. You will also visit the ancient royal capitol of  Krakow, 
a city that was relatively untouched by the bombing of  World War II. Contact trip leaders for items included and excluded in fees.

Hiking in Alps of  Bavaria and Austria
Renata and John Collard 303-617-4773 or Renata.Collard@ucdenver.edu
August 27-September 7, 2012, TBD $2,700-3,300 Maximum: 14 
Picture the German and Austrian Alps scenic region of  pristine lakes and creeks, high mountains, green pastures and thundering river gorges. 
The trip starts at a Bavarian Castle and will visit the highest German peak, Zugspitze. In Austria, explore glacier carved valleys of  Stubaital, 
close to Innsbruck, and hike and climb in the Zillertal area. leader’s expenses.. Cost may vary depending on currency exchange. Hikes at B & 
C levels. Photo Slideshow:  March 3, 6:30pm AMC Conference Room A.

Himalayas Indian Dental Project 
Kim Troggio 303-858-8857 or kimt@globaldentalrelief  
September 1-22, 2012 Fee: $3,149 + Air Fare to Delhi 
C level Classification Needed for Trekking; Limit 6 Maximum, 2 Minimum 
Assist with this service project to provide first time dental care for children in the village of  Leh, nestled at 12,000 ft elevation. The trip will 
include six dental professionals, joined by CMC volunteers who staff  the clinic, manage lines of  patients, assist in record keeping, and help 
with instruments and charting. The experience will be followed by an eight day trek through the magnificent Markha valley. Days off  are spent 
day hiking or visiting Buddhist monasteries; hiking includes river crossings and crossing 17,000 ft passes. 

Best of  the Grand Canyon – Colorado River Raft & Hike 2013
Blake Clark and Rosemary Burbank @ blakerosemary@cs.com or 303/871-0379
April 27 – May 9, 2013  Cost:  CMC members - $4,165; Deposit $500 ($3000 non refundable); Limit- 18
MUST RESERVE NOW FOR 2013!  We have openings for the 6th CMC Grand Canyon trip.  Please call leaders and make your reservation 
before May 20th, 2012.  This is a bucket-list trip! 
Here is an opportunity to visit a  World Heritage Site on a motorized raft for 188 miles through the best of  the canyon, departing from the 
historic Lee’s Ferry and ending with a helicopter ride from Whitmore Wash and a plane flight back to the beginning.  It is especially ideal for 
those who would like to hike in areas that can be reached only from the river, and those who have always wanted to experience the canyon 
but who do not wish to make the 7 mile, 4,500’ backpack in and out.
Hatch River Expeditions has been guiding river trips through the canyon for over 70 years.  We will have 4 guides and 20 participants on two 
35’ S-rig boats running 30 hp 4stroke outboard engines (fuel efficient and quiet).  The average motorized raft trip through the Grand Canyon 
runs 7 days, so this 12 day trip will have plenty of  opportunities for hiking.  Daily guided hikes at different hiking levels are offered each day.  
There are several opportunities for point-to-point hikes where we may hike from one drainage to the next and the raft will pick us up later in 
the day.   Please see website for cancellation policy, payment schedule, and additional information

Leader Skills Day 
Learn some new skills or refresh your skills on April 1st, 1:00 – 6:00 PM

  Sponsored by Denver Safety & Leadership Committee, this half  day program offers learning opportunities to 
existing leaders, school instructors,  and those members who have completed Trip Leader School.  Attendees have 
the opportunity to select three of  four presentations of  which two are technical skills and two are leadership skills.  
Demonstrations of  additional travel techniques will be available after the conclusion of  the presentations and before 
Leaders Club which starts at 4:30 PM.  Come mix, mingle and learn on April 1st.
  Register on line at cmc.org, Education, scroll to April 1s listing of  event; be sure to select three of  the four 
presentations offered in this pilot program.  No cost.
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Personalized Financial Planning
“I will help you pursue the summit of  your 

financial success.”
Vernon E. Bass, CFP

 Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.
4704 Harlan St., Suite 660 · Lakeside, CO 80212

Please give me a call for information or an appointment.
303-458-5250

Or  via email: vern.bass@cambridgeresource.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, a broker / dealer.  

Member FINRA / SIPC –  Investment Advisor Representative,
Cambridge Investment Research Advisor, Inc. A Registered 

Investment Advisor

Social Activities Calendar-(all members)
In 2012 Any Member Can, recruit new CMC members.  
Your social activities are a good venue for introducing 
adult family and friends to CMC.  Your social activities 
steering committee, including Patricia Leslie and Fred 
Siersma, invite you to host an activity of  your choice in 
2012. Potluck gatherings are popular and a great way to 
bring members together and recruit new ones. Hosting a 
TGIF, TGIT, or TGIW is as easy as making a reservation 
at your favorite neighborhood café.  And we welcome 
new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail 
pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at (303) 751-6639 or 
e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com.

Mile High Mountaineer  Advertising Rates
Classified Ads:  $.45 per word for non-commercial ads; 
$.65 per word for commercial and equipment for-sale ads. 
Display Ads: Business Card, 2” x 3.5”: $50; 1/4 page, 3.5” x 
4.75”: $100; 1/2 page, 7.5” x 4.75”: $175; Full page: $330
The MHM does not accept personal ads, and reserves the right to 
refuse any ad. E-mail ad text or PDF to: mhm@cmc.org no later 
than the first of  the month prior to publication, and call Membership 
Services 303-279-3080 Opt 2 with a credit card number for pre-
payment. Please mention “MHM ad” in the subject line of  your 
email. You may advertise by the month or by the quarter.

The Mile High Mountaineer

The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/
year members and non-members effective with memberships renewed 
October 1, 2009. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado Mountain 
Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at 
Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due at 
the first of  the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must 
be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. Editor and Proofreading: Linda 
Lawson; Layout: Dana Dillow. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-
9690. Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9 a.m.– 6 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.

 Thursday 1 – TGIW ahead for New 
members with March birthdays.   
Bring your CMC membership card 
(and that driver’s license) to Hanson’s 
1301 South Pearl next Wednesday, 
the 7th for a complementary 
beverage.  RSVP required to Patricia 
720-296-9422 by Tuesday, the 6th.  

And look ahead to the 31st for a special new member 
hike led by Patricia Leslie and David Riter.
 Sunday 4- Short stroll on the Highline Canal Trail.  See 
Patricia Leslie’s number above to rsvp by Saturday noon.
 Friday 9 – TGIF, 5:30 p.m. at Chad’s 275 Union Blvd. 
Catch up with your host, Dick Dieckman before his next 
great adventure, this time a boat trip down the Danube in 
Europe. New members especially welcome to the group. 
(303) 980-0573.  
 Sunday 11 – Short stroll on the Highline Canal Trail.  
Same as above on the 4th.
 Thursday 15 –TGIT, 5:30 p.m. at Hanson’s 1301 
South Pearl.  Come by and enjoy beverages and dinner 
(optional) with your host David Riter (303) 427-2058
 Saturday 17 - Dinner at Le Central, 5:00 p.m. This 
French restaurant at 112 E. 8th Ave. is one of  the best 
deals in town. Those interested will carpool afterward to 
the Symphony (see below). Come to one or both events. 
For directions and reservation (required), call Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815.
 Saturday 17 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m. 
Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 3 and more. Enjoy 
the concert with a group of  about 10 CMC members and 
guests. Discount ticket price $27 if  available, otherwise 
$40. If  you don’t join us for the dinner (see listing above), 
your ticket will be waiting for you at the “Will Call” desk 
at Boettcher Concert Hall. To sign up or cancel, call the 
host by 11:00 a.m. on the day of  the concert. Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815.
 Saturday 17.  Snowshoe, Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, 
and enjoy Reggae Music at the Beach Party at SolVista 
near Fraser.  Sign up online for a half  day easy snowshoe 
at Snow Mountain Ranch and then drive a short distance 
to listen to the Reggae Music at the SolVista ski area’s 
Beach Party on the way home. RSVP required for 
carpooling arrangements (besides signing up online) P. 
Leslie  720-296-9422.by the 14th.  Snowshoe rentals are 

available at the Nordic center.  
 Sunday 18 – Short stroll on the Highline Canal Trail.  
Same as above on the 4th.
 Saturday 31 –  Welcome Spring with a “Fair Weather” 
Short Hike,  especially for New CMC Members.  Hike 
leaders David Riter and Patricia Leslie will happily answer 
questions before, during, and after the hike.  Feel free to 
call them (#’s above) after registering online.  The “easy” 
“A” level hike will be approximately 3 miles roundtrip 
and is contingent on good weather.

March

Birthdays


