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BIOS FOR DENVER GROUP 
COUNCIL CANDIDATES

There are four vacancies on the Denver Group Council 
for which the following eight candidates are running; 
elected council members will serve a three year term.  
Each member may cast a vote for four of  the eight 
candidates.  Voting will be open October 1st and close 
October 31st. Both on-line voting and hard copy voting 
will be available October 1st.   Candidates have provided 
their background information and identified the areas in 
which they believe they can contribute or aid in problem 
solving.  Each candidate who is a trip leader has meet the 
required certifications including completing the requisite 
Denver Group Schools.

Candidates are:  Marty Billings, Craig Campbell, Tom 
Curtis, Allen Filson, Sandy McRae, Kevin Schaal, Valerie 
Walker and Roger Wendell,   Allen Filson’s bio will appear 
in the October MHM.

Marty Billings
Marty believes the biggest challenge to the Denver 
Group is retaining members and streamlining current 
policies and procedures.  Marty has served on the Denver 
Group Council for two years and   serves as the Trip 
Leader Certification Coordinator on the Denver Safety 
& Leadership Committee.  Marty is a active summer & 
winter trip leader, certified to lead not only hikes but 
also bike trips and downhill ski trips as well as assisting 
with Avalanche Terrain Avoidance and AIARE Level 1 
Schools.

Craig Campbell
Craig believes his technical background as a software 
engineer for 13 years developing large-scale websites and 
his experience as a member of  development teams and 
a team leader will be of  benefit for the Denver Group.  
Craig, originally from Texas, moved to Colorado in 2012 
and immediately looked for others with interests in the 
mountains.  Although he looked at Meet-Up Groups 
on-line when he found CMC he knew it was the “right” 
organization for him and almost immediately enrolled in 
Wilderness Trekking School.  He is now enrolled in 

Continued on Page 3

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO

DENVER GROUP BYLAWS
Denver Group Council (DGC) has been working for 
several months on amending the current Denver Group 
Bylaws. In general there are several reasons for the 
amendments. First, the Bylaws were adopted prior to the 
advent of  electronic communications so changes need 
to be made to allow notices and voting by electronic 
communications instead of  by regular mail. Second, the 
current Bylaws set specific dates for certain events such 
as DGC meetings and for the Annual Dinner Meeting.   
DGC has determined that some flexibility is needed for 
these events. Third, some of  the cumbersome procedures 
set forth in the Bylaws have not been followed in many 
years. For example, the manner in which officers are 
nominated. So, the Bylaws need to be amended to 
conform with current practice. Fourth, some of  the 
Bylaws are too restrictive to allow DGC to properly 
manage the Denver Group. As an example, the present 
Bylaws require majority Group approval to change any 
basic policies. However, basic policies are not defined or 
listed in the Bylaws. DGC as part of  its task to manage 
the business of  Denver Group should be able to consider 
current circumstances and determine the best policies for 
the Group. 

Specific changes by Article are listed below.  Go to 
http://www.hikingdenver.net/groupresources to read 
the proposed amendments and current Bylaws. Certain 
items have been deleted from the current Bylaws. To 
try to make this less complicated the deleted items are 
not specifically mentioned herein. However, they can 
be determined, if  so desired, by comparing the current 
Bylaws with the Proposed Amendments. 

DGC members and myself,  as the Denver Group Chair,  
urge members to approve these Bylaws. The vote to 
approve the By-Law Amendments will be part of  the 
vote for DGC candidates in October. Voting will be 
available on-line through Survey Monkey and by hard 
copy.  If  any member has any questions they can contact 
RobertReimann669@msn.com.  Contacts for other DGC

Continued on Page 9
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Trip Signup
To register for CMC trips online, go to www.cmc.org, sign in as a member, and 
click on TRIP SIGNUP. Search by whatever criteria you like; fewer criteria 
work better. Call the office at 303-279-3080 x 2 if  you need your password 
or any assistance. We will also be happy to sign you up for trips if  you don’t 
have computer access.

Calendar of  Events
For more information about schools, speakers, volunteer opportunities, and 
special events, go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS. To see 
member-only schools and seminars, you must first sign in as a member. 

Date Time Event
4-Sep 6:30 PM Wilderness First Aid

5-Sep 7:00 PM Backpacking School
8-Sep 8:00 AM Wilderness First Aid
10-Sep 6:00 PM BMS Committee
11-Sep 6:30 PM Wilderness Trekking School
12-Sep 6:30 PM Denver Group Council Meeting
12-Sep 7:00 PM Photography Section
13-Sep 7:00 PM Great Outdoor Reading Group (GORP)
17-Sep 6:30 PM Denver Safety & Leadership Meeting
18-Sep 6:30 PM Wilderness Trekking School
20-Sep 7:00 PM Fly Fishing Section
24-Sep 6:30 PM School Director Summit
24-Sep 6:30 PM CMC New Member Orientation
24-Sep 6:30 PM Adventure Travel Committee
25-Sep 6:30 PM Wilderness Trekking School
25-Sep 6:30 PM Trip Leader School
26-Sep 6:00 PM Open Wall Climb 
26-Sep 7:00 PM Backpacking School
1-Oct 6:30 PM HAM Seminar
2-Oct 6:30 PM Wilderness Trekking School
3-Oct 7:00 PM Backpacking School

TRAIL RESTORATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

Hey, Guys and Gals, have you been on the trails 
around the state more than just a couple of  times so 
far this summer? If  so, you now have four remaining 
opportunities to improve some of  those trails on which 
your boots have trod. Join Denver Group members 
at any of  these areas in September.  Register on-line 
through the Activity Schedule.
  Sept.   8:  Eldorado Canyon State Park:  Improve 
access to rock climbing sites.  Climbers, PLEASE join us!  
With Boulder Mtn. Parks Personnel.
  Sept. 15:  Beaver Brook Trail on Lookout Mt.  CMC 
helped complete this trail in 1918!
  Sept. 22:  Chatfield State Park / Audubon Area
  Sept. 29:  National  Public Lands Day: Choose from 
six projects near Kremmling.  Free food all day and 
prizes!  Bus ride to trail head.  Work with State Land 
Managers.

SERVICE AWARDS AND 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Do you know a leader, instructor or volunteer 
that deserves recognition? Someone who has 
made a difference in your life and the life 
of  other Denver Group Members?  If  so,  
send  your nomination for a service award or 
volunteer of  the year to Sherry Richardson:  
sherry@richardsonreporting.com prior to 
October 1st.

SCHOOL DIRECTOR SUMMIT

SAVE THE DATE : 6:30 – 8:30 PM  

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 24th 
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Backpacking School and planning to enroll in Winter Camping  and Basic Mountaineering Schools

Tom Curtis 
Tom believes the strengths he brings to the DGC are the ability to see the big picture, identify, develop and implement 
solutions to organizational issues and shepherd positive change.  He believes positive change occurs when initiatives 
can be measured and organized for success.  Tom wants to assist in shaping the future goals/objective process for 
Denver Group and to modernize outdated policy in order to keep CMC vibrant for another 100 years.  Tom is a 
summer/winter leader and served on the Denver Safety & Leadership Committee in 2011, including assisting with 
Trip Leader School.

Sandy McRae
Sandy’s experience as an active summer and winter trip leader with the Rocky Mountain Over the Hill Gang (RMOTHG) 
has been a life changing experience for her. She would like to give back to the Denver Group to  ensure the life 
changing opportunities are there for others.  Sandy also has volunteered with the Youth Education Program and 
serves RMOTHG as a Scheduler and Camping Coordinator.  Professionally, she is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
and has worked as a School Psychologist.  As a part of  her Clinical Psychology work, she organized and participated 
in Outward Bound Vietnam Veteran courses for many years.  

Kevin Schaal
Kevin believes his strengths are being a collaborative team player and problem solver who is passionate about the 
mountains.  He wants to see the Denver Group grow and thrive.  It is his desire to have all members, novices and 
experts alike, feel there is a place for them and programs will be available to allow members to grow and accomplish 
their goals and dreams.  Kevin became a member in 2000 and through his progress of  completing Denver Group 
Schools and becoming a trip leader sees joining the Council as a progressive step in a leadership role.  He wishes to 
give back to others a little of  the skill and expertise given to him by excellent Denver Group leaders.

Valerie Walker
Valerie’s goal in serving on Council is to use the current CMC strengths to grow Denver Group membership so CMC 
remains active and strong in Colorado for the next 100 years.  Valerie has been an avid hiker for over 40 years; both on 
the east coast and here in the western USA.  She has recently retired from a 25 year career that included being an earth 
science educator at college and high school levels as well as working as a professional geologist and environmental 
scientist within the Oil and Gas Industry.  As a happy empty-nester whose second son recently graduated from 
college, she has joined those who are able to hike three plus times a week and is pursuing her passion - hiking - in a 
safe and congenial group setting.  

Roger Wendell
Roger believes his US Postal management career, which included extensive experience in proposing, implementing, 
and monitoring large budgets and staffing packages with additional experience in negotiating and monitoring a variety 
of  service and supply contracts, will be of  substantial value to Council and assist in ensuring the Denver Group’s 
financial future during difficult economic times.  Roger became a member in 1996 and is a “D” level trip leader in 
addition to being an Adventure Travel leader.  He has served as an assistant instructor for Basic Rock Climbing  and 
Intermediate Rock Climbing Schools. 

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
Meeting Date September 12

Meetings: Monthly the 2nd Wednesday  7:00pm

Location: Lower Level Conference Room, AMC
Contact: Frank Burzynski 
fburzynski@comcast.net

GORP - Great Outdoors Reading Program
Meeting Date September 13

Monthly Meetings: 2nd Thursday of  each month
Contact:  Stan Moore stan338@comcast.net 
Location:   Drumwright Room, AMC, Golden 
Time:  7-9pm

September: The White Spider, History of  North Face
                    of  the Eiger  by Heinrich Harrer 
October 11: Finding Everett Reuss by David Roberts
November 8:  Tiger by John Vaillant
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Denver Group Schools
For more information and to register for Denver Group Schools, go to www.cmc.org, log in as a member, and go to PROGRAMS, EDUCATION. Members of  other CMC 
Groups are welcome to attend these schools for a $10 surcharge.
Denver Group Standard Refund Policy: “Student/Participant requests for refunds of  tuition/fees must be requested in writing to the appropriate school or event director. Requests 
made prior to 30 days before the beginning of  the school/event will be processed less a $10 handling fee. Requests made within 30 days of  the school/event will be refunded at 50% 
of  the amount paid. No refunds will be made after the beginning of  the school/event. However, a refund less $10 can be obtained if  a person is found to take the original student’s 
place in a school.”

Backpacking School (BKPS)
Joe Vella, Director at jvellafish@comcast.net
August 29 – November 10, 8 Lectures; four overnight trips (one optional), one day trip; $130 Denver Group 
Members; $140 Non Denver Group Members
CMC members are a cut above the average Colorado hiker.  Much of  the credit goes to the CMC’s 
two schools that teach the basics; the Wilderness Trekking School (best for people who are primarily 
interested in day trips), and the Backpacking School (best for people who are interested in both 
day trips and overnight wilderness camping ). Both  are great ways to learn skills needed for  a safe 
and enjoyable time in the mountains, to meet others with similar interests, and to have a great time 
learning. If  both hiking and backpacking are your thing, come join us.  Graduation includes a B hiking 
classification and satisfies one of  the requirements for a C classification, as well as a  prerequisite for 
Basic Mountaineering admission. Go to www.hikingdenver.net/schools/bkps for more information, the detailed class schedule or to register.

Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) 
Lecture Dates: Tuesdays, September 11 and 18, October 2, 9, and 16 @ 6:30 pm, Foss Auditorium, AMC Golden 
Field Dates: Your Choice of  Thursdays, Saturdays, or Sundays; September 20, 22 or 23; September 27, 29 or 30, October 4, 6, or 7; October 18, 20, or 21, and 
November 15, 17, or 18. Enrollment fee: $90 Denver Group Members; $100 non DG members, until September 4; $100/$110 after September 4th.
Contact: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts or 303/279-3080 Ext 2 
Hiking in Colorado’s mountains is fabulous recreation! Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) is for all – whether you want to bag a few 14ers 
– OR – just want to enjoy the scenery. WTS is a great introduction to the Colorado Mountain Club and a place to meet new friends. WTS is 
CMC’s largest school, a comprehensive course on mountain hiking. Students are all ages, from 18 to 80. If  you’re new to hiking, WTS gives 
you the opportunity to learn how to travel safely – and with confidence – in the backcountry. If  you’re an experienced hiker, WTS gives you 
a chance to review, to enhance your skills, and possibly to fill in some gaps. WTS also fulfills one of  the requirements to obtain a Denver 
Group C hiker classification and to attend Basic Mountaineering School. The course consists of  five Tuesday night lectures, four field days, a 
group hike, and some homework (yes, really!). Students are divided into groups of  10-12 people, based on hiking pace, conditioning, and prior 
experience. Instructor teams consist of  a senior instructor and two assistant instructors. Students have the opportunity to learn techniques of  
safe backcountry travel and to practice in a non-competitive, non-confrontational setting. Students plan and complete a hike with their field 
group. WTS is a great place to learn and practice new skills, make new friends, and become a safe backcountry traveler. 
“I thought I knew a lot about hiking. Was I wrong! WTS taught me so much more than I imagined.” –WTS Student

Denver Group Trip Leader School 
Martha Mustard at 303-547-8891 or DirectorTLS@hikingDenver.net.
Tuesday, September 25; $10 for Denver Group members; $20 for members of  other Groups
Completion of  the Trip Leader School is the first step in becoming a Denver Group trip leader.  It is open to all members in good standing 
over 18 years of  age, regardless of  hiker or skier classification.  Requirements are:

• CMC membership current paid status 
• Three CMC trips completed. At least two must be hiking, backcountry ski, or snowshoe trips.

Topics include group dynamics and leadership styles, leader responsibilities, liability issues, medical concerns, environmental concerns, 
planning a trip, screening potential trip participants, organizing the group, and carrying out a safe trip. There will be only one evening of  
on-site class.  Reading materials are available on-line (see hikingdenver.net under the Trip Leader School) and a test will be e-mailed to the 
enrollees ahead of  time.  The students must read the material and, before the class, pass the written test.  The evening class will consist and a 
Q&A period followed by scenarios to be discussed in small groups.    Interested members should register on-line through the CMC website 
under Programs, Education, through the CMC Office, or through the link on the Denver Group website, hikingdenver.net and read the 
materials ahead of  time.  Please note that the Technical Climbing Section has its own Trip Leader School and application.

2012 High Altitude Mountaineering Seminar 
Cindy Bero at cbero2504@gmail.com
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 and November 6; 6:30pm to 9pm ;  $7 for an individual seminar, $30 for the whole series. 
If  you’re interested in learning more about venturing to high peaks or plan on enrolling in the High Altitude Mountaineering School, please 
join us this fall at the 2012 seminar series.  As a reminder, attendance at the seminar series is a required prerequisite for the High Altitude 
Mountaineering School.    Topics to be Covered:
 High Altitude and Cold Weather Medical Issues  Climbing Performance – Training, Nutrition and Acclimatization
 Planning an Expedition and Pros/Cons of  Guided Trips Team Dynamics and Lessons Learned (panel)
 High Altitude Weather and How to Deal with the Cold What to Expect from High Altitude Mountaineering School
 Variety of  Slide Shows from High Peak Trips  Gear Discussion

5th Annual Knot Tying Seminar
November 5 & 12; 6:45 -9:30 PM; AMC Conference Rooms
Fee: $40 Denver Group members; $45 Non-Denver Group; Application at:  http://www.kts.cmcschools.org
School Director:  Dave Covill 303-517-0355, Dave_Covill@EOGResources.com; Senior Instructor:  Dave Pellegrini 303-910-7140, David7324@Mac.com
Calling all Knotty Boyz & Girlz !!!   Due to popular demand a two night class on tying knots is offered. This is an opportunity for students 
who wish to continue their climbing education to prepare for advanced classes like BMS, HAMS, and the various Rock Climbing schools.   
Instructors from many schools will be on hand to assist students while they learn knots appropriate to all facets of  climbing. Once students 

Navigation exercise in Chihuahua Gulch



Mile High Mountaineer • September 2012 5

have mastered a set of  basic knots common to all schools, they can concentrate on intermediate and advanced knots in one or more 
disciplines. This is also a great time for climbers to refresh skills that have become a bit rusty over the years. 
Topics covered include:

• Ropes,  a brief  history of  climbing ropes, including a look at today’s rope core
• Coiling, including various methods taught by the CMC
• Uses for knots and rational for using them in a specific situation
• Webbing,  how to tie knots with webbing
• Cord, how to tie knots with smaller diameter cord and appropriate usage
• Basic knots common to all climbing situations
• Intermediate level knots specific to BMS, HAMS, and Rock Climbing Schools
• Care of  ropes

Students will first master several basic knots, and then have the opportunity to learn various knots of  their choosing with instructors who 
specialize in those knots. Included in the fee are: a copy The Outdoor Knots Book (Mountaineers Outdoor Basics) by Clyde Soles, a $15.95 
value,  an 8’ section of  used 11mm practice rope, a 6’ section of  brand new 5mm cord for a prussik,  a 6’ section of  brand new 1” webbing 
for a runner and a discount coupon from a local mountaineering store. 

Backcountry Ski Touring School
Lecture:  December 4
Field Days: Saturdays  January 5, 2, 19; Sundays January 
6, 13, 20; Tuesdays January 8, 15, 22
Contact:  joan.rossiter@mindspring.com

Telemark Ski School
Session 1:   Lecture January 15, Field day January 19 & 20
Session 2 :  Lecture February 5, 
 Field day  February 9 & 10 
Contact:  jim.kennedy@comcast.net

Winter Camping School
Lecture  - January 22, 29 February 5
Field Days:  January 27, February 3 
Weekend Overnights – February 9 & 10, 23 & 24, 
   March 9 & 10
Contact:  John Aldag@msn.com

AIARE Level 1
Session 1:  Lecture &  Field Days  February 1-3
Session 2:  Lecture TBD; Field Days  March 2 & 3
Contact:  tecreighton@msn.com

2012 & 2013 WINTER SCHOOL DATES
Mark your calendars for these winter school dates:

ATA – Tentative
Session 1:   November 15 Lecture,  
 Field day November 17
Session 2:  Lecture & Field Day January 5
Session 3:  Lecture February 12,  Field day February 16
Contact:  lkl14er@comcast.net

Basic Ice Climbing School
TBD – Traditionally held
Lectures & Field  Days – Mid January
Contact: brucemcvaugh@netzero.net

Technical Ice Climbing School
TBD –Traditionally held
Lectures & Field Days - February
Contact:  todd_felix@yahoo.com

Ski Mountaineering
TBD – Traditionally held
Lectures – March
Field Days – March,  April, May
Contact: michellejung@hikingdenver.net  

AIARE LEVEL 1 SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR 2013 CLASSES 
 
Tom Creighton, Director of  AIARE Level 1 School, has scheduled two sessions for 2013, one in February and a 
second in March. Scholarships for 50% of  the tuition rate of  $195 are available to leaders and instructors through 
Denver Safety & Leadership Committee. Applications will be available online under the Trip Leader tab on
www.hikingdenver.net September 1st. 

For additional information contact:
Linda Lawson at lkl14er@comcast.net

SAVE THE DATE

LEADER APPRECIATION
 & SKILLS DAY

 NOVEMBER 4, SUNDAY, 1-5PM
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Adventure Travel
For your benefit and enjoyment, the following trips have been reviewed and approved by the Adventure Travel Committee and are officially sanctioned by the Colorado Mountain Club. 
For expanded information about these and other CMC Adventure Travel trips, go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS, ADVENTURE TRAVEL.  
NOTE: Due to the number of  AT trips, pricing details have been eliminated from the descriptions below but are included in the full  trip 
descriptions on the website.

Torres del Paine Circuit Trek & Buenos Aires Cultural Experience
P Vilas Tulachan ptulachan@hotmail.com (408)-420-2723 www.HappyFeetAdventures.com
December 15-31; Limit 15; Prerequistes:  C Classification or Approval by Trip Leader; Mandatory:  Pre-trip Group Hike with Trip Leader in late summer
Cost:  Torres del Paine Circuit Only $3,333; Torres del Paine Circuit & Buenos Aires $3,712; Price may vary dependent on exchange rates;  Sign up before May 
1st and receive complimentary dinner in El Calafate
Join us on this amazing world-class backpacking trip to Chile’s Torres del Paine National Park, a World UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. This 
trek is rated #2 best backpacking trip in the world by the Backpacker Magazine. We will hike around the most spectacular Patagonia landscape 
of  dramatic granite peaks, spires and horns towers in ten days covering 52 miles. . You only have to carry your backpack since the guides will 
carry the tents and food. You also have an option of  spending three glorious days relaxing, sampling exquisite Argentine cuisines and soaking 
in the sights, sounds, rhythms and the culture of  Buenos Aires also known as the Paris of  South America and named by UNESCO as one of  
the three Cities of  Design. There’ll be a group dinner and a tango show one night before we depart for home. 

Best of  Australia 2013
Gary Hellenga (406) 587-9271 hellenga_gary@bah.com and Daedra Pierce (719) 510-2453 daedrapierce@yahoo.com 
February 2-17, 2013; Limit 12; Prerequisite:  be able to tackle climbs up to 12 miles round-trip and up to 2,000 ft 
Fee: $1675 basic land cost; optional: $1125 side-trip to Uluru (Ayers Rock); does not include estimated $1600 airfare
Say “G’Day” and explore the unique wonders of  the Land Down Under. Upon arrival in Sydney, explore the city and its scenic harbor 
including an option to tour the world-famous Sydney Opera House.  Then we’ll head up to explore the hikes, vistas, and waterfalls of  the Blue 
Mountains.  From here, we’ll drive to Kosciuszko National Park and hike Australia’s highest peak, Mount Kosciuszko, one of  the fabled Seven 
Summits.   After returning to Sydney, we’ll change gears by flying to Cairns in the tropical north of  the country, and spend a day snorkeling 
the Great Barrier Reef, and another with a visit to the rainforest – and keep a good watch out for crocodiles!  Optional extension to fly from 
Cairns to Outback and return to Sydney for final night before returning home.

Yellowstone in Winter
Rick & Deana Pratt 303-887-3717 or rpratt905@gmail.com 
February 6 - 11, 2013; Fee:  $1025 - $1195, depending on accommodation level 
Steaming geysers, bison, elk, deer, wolves, and other wildlife are all part of  the experience of  visiting Yellowstone National Park in the 
winter.  Skiers, snowshoers, nature lovers and photographers will enjoy the convenient trails leading directly from the lodge to the geysers and 
waterfalls. The trip includes round-trip bus and snow coach transportation between Denver and Yellowstone, a one-night stay in a motel, 3 
full days and 4 nights in the Old Faithful area of  the park, happy hours, and many meals.Depart Denver by bus on Wednesday,  February 6, 
stay overnight in a motel in Jackson, arriving in Yellowstone on Thursday afternoon.  Return to Denver on Monday, February 11, 2013.  See 
website or contact leader for full details.

Multi-sport in Québec: Including the Winter Carnaval & a night in the Ice Hotel 
Linda Ditchkus  lvditchkus@hotmail.com
February 15–23, 2013: Fee: $2,300 includes most meals, entrance to various events, and 8 nights’ accommodation. Does not include airfare to Québec. 
Canada is more than Moosehead beer, flannel shirts, and “Eh?” The outing coincides with Québec’s Winter Carnaval, where we will view 
sleigh races, international ice and snow sculpture competitions, snow bathers, and a night parade. Participants will explore Québec City, a 
UNESCO world heritage treasure that cradles 400 years of  French civilization, Canadian history, and First Nations cooperation. Then the 
group will move to nearby Duchensnay Station Touristique, which has access to 37K of  cross country ski trails and 30K of  snowshoe trails  
While at the Station, participants can also arrange a dog sled ride, ice fishing, or spa treatments (all for an additional fee).  The final night 
will be spent at Québec’s ice hotel (called the Hôtel de Glace) experiencing the ultimate Nordic adventure by sleeping in a hotel made of  ice 
and snow. While the Hôtel and its furniture are entirely made of  ice and snow, guests will sleep comfortably in an ice-framed bed with a real 
mattress. A cozy sleeping bag (good to -22°F) is provided (the room temperature stays between 27°F and 23°F). 

New Zealand Milford & Routeburn Tracks
Polly Hays  polly_hays@yahoo.com
February 22 – March 09, 2013; Fee: $1775 plus airfare (Estimated at $2000 - $2500), food, and incidentals. 
Join us for an unforgettable adventure to hike two of  the famous Great Walks in New Zealand – the Milford and Routeburn Tracks. This trip 
features 7 days of  moderate hut-to-hut backpacking in Fiordland National Park on the South Island of  New Zealand. These scenic walks are 
considered some of  the finest tracks in the world. Layover days in Queensland (between tracks) and in Auckland (at the end of  the trip) will 
allow participants to explore additional cultural activities on their own.  

Kilimanjaro   19,340’
Roger Wendell at rogerwendell@rogerwendell.com; Trip packet available from Roger
February 25 – March 11, 2013;  $3,575 (not including intl. air fare to Tanzania); Participant limit: 14
Prerequisites: excellent physical condition and be comfortable traveling in the Third WorldCountries
Here’s another great Kili outing sponsored by the High Altitude Mountaineering Committee. Kilimanjaro is the world’s largest free-standing 
mountain and is one of  the fabled Seven Summits. Steve, having led this trip seven times, uses the Machame and Mweka Routes. The trip 
will include a four day budget safari to Serengeti and Ngorongoro Crater. Nights are a mixture of  a comfortable & rustic hotel used by CMC 
members since 1957; travelers’ camps and tents.  A mandatory-attendance planning meeting will be held in September.

Best of  the Grand Canyon – Colorado River Raft & Hike 2013
Blake Clark and Rosemary Burbank @ blakerosemary@cs.com or 303/871-0379;  April 27 - May 9, 2013
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Boulder Group Sponsor’  Patagonia Photography Night
September 12, 7 PM, 
Boulder Group Clubroom, Table Mesa  Shopping Center (west of  Neptune Mountaineering)

Photographer and writer Tom Reed, often described as “the Ansel Adams of  
Patagonia,” offers a slide presentation about making his beautiful coffee-table 
Book, “The Granite Avatars of  Patagonia,” which features dramatic black and white 
Photography of  the dramatic granite spires, Cerro Torre and Fitz Roy (see www.
tomreed.com). Tom shows maps of  his movements through Parque Nacional Los 
Glaciares, in southern Argentina, with photos and voice recordings describing five 
excursions (from over-nighters to five-day tours).  Tom gives tips on traveling to 
these spectacular peaks, from travel logistics to back country route-planning and gear 
selection for those day-hiking from a hotel, or those interested in multi-day treks, or 

serious glacier travel. He will conclude by signing his book for customers, with a 20% discount.

Leaving in September:  
Himalayas Indian Dental Project  September 1-22;  Kim Troggio 303-858-8857 or kimt@globaldentalrelief  
The Southern Appalachians: Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Blue Ridge Parkway, Appalachian Trail Slackpack  
 September 29 – October 10; Chris Dohmen at cattanooga@gmail.com

HUNTING SEASON IS HERE 

Be certain to wear orange on your pack or sport an orange cap during 
hunting season when in those areas which allow hunting: 

 

ARCHERY August 25 – December 31 

MUZZLE LOADING RIFLE  September 8 – October 29 

        RIFLE  October 1 – November 18 –December 31

 
Remember that some state parks allow hunting in specific areas, so it is a good idea to call the park in advance and 
determine which trails are closed for hunting season before scheduling your hike.

 For more information go to:
 http://wildlife.state.co.us/Hunting/SeasonDatesAndFees/Pages/SeasonDatesandFees.aspx 

LAYOUT EDITOR NEEDED FOR MHM

Our layout editor offers the graphic experience to someone else as she returns to school.

Time required:  Approximately 15 hours per month between the 10th and 25th of  the month

Software:   Provided

Training:   3 Months Training Provided

Meetings:   NONE – Everything is handled electronically between the content editor and layout editor

Contact:   Dana Dillow,  cmcmhm@comcast.net or Linda Lawson, lkl14er@comcast.net
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Tales from the Trail:  Participation
By Ilona Fried

Ilona Fried has been a member of  the Denver Group since 2008. She writes about hiking and life on her blog:
www.alacartespirit.com    

How do you participate in club trips?

 I’ve thought about this question since last summer.   I had signed up for a C-hike but, due to cancellations, only three of  
us showed up, including the leader.  We went anyway, although it meant our outing was no longer official.  Sitting in the 
back seat and trying to make small talk, I asked what the trailhead elevation was.  It’s a question I had posed to leaders, and 
received a response, but that day was different.                                                                                                                                                                 
 “Didn’t you look at the map?” asked the now unofficial leader. “I don’t understand why people don’t check this 
information.  I’m not a tour guide.” His voice rose. “Do you know many times I get questions like this?”  I said 
nothing.  “I spend all this time planning trips and people show up and act like sheep.” 
 Abruptly, he pulled off  the road, opened the back of  the vehicle, dug out the trail map and threw it onto my lap.
 “Look it up,” he barked.  When someone is that annoyed, the only sane response is to agree with them.
 “OK,” I said, unfolding the map.  While I didn’t enjoy being the target of  his pent up frustration, I could empathize 
with him.  “So, what should the club do about the sheep?”  
 This time, my question calmed him, and we had a conversation.  I didn’t have an answer as to why, even though 
I carefully choose hikes based on driving distance, mileage and elevation gain, I didn’t always look at a map ahead 
of  time.  Sometimes it’s because I get off  the wait list at the eleventh hour.  But, I suspect, given how successful 
most trips are, it was all too easy to get complacent about preparedness, especially for hikes on marked trails.  But 
complacency can be dangerous or deadly if  the weather turns foul and people are unfamiliar with the terrain.
 Since then, I’ve heard other leaders voice similar comments, that some hikers fail to remember that leaders are 
volunteers, not hired guides, and that everyone’s active participation is required to create a successful trip.  In addition 
to bringing the correct gear and showing up on time, leaders also expect people to volunteer to drive.  
 Since you’re reading this article, chances are you’re not a passive follower.  This means that you’d speak up if  you’re 
not feeling well or have concerns.  For example, if  the weather is iffy and the leader hasn’t established a turnaround 
time, it’s legitimate to ask.  If  the leader decides to tack on an extra peak or trail that wasn’t advertised, it’s legitimate 
to refuse if  you’re tired.  
 Ideally, leaders will set clear trip expectations honored by all.  But leaders are fallible, too, and it’s fair to respectfully 
express your misgivings.  You might save the day.  And, after all, who wants to be a sheep? 

CMC Member
Vernon E. Bass, CFP

 Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.
4704 Harlan St., Suite 660 · Lakeside, CO 80212

Personalized Financial Planning
“I will help you pursue the summit of your financial success.”

Please give me a call for information or an appointment.
303-458-5250 or  vern.bass@cambridgeresource.com

Monday, September 10th 
It’s Not Your Parents’ Retirement – How today’s unique challenges shape our financial future

Thursday, September 20th
10 Uncomfortable Questions About Your Money – 

Things you may need to face, want to know or would rather ignore

Join us for an informative seminar. There is no cost for attendance. 
Please RSVP at 303-458-5250 or vern.bass@cambridgeresource.com if you plan to attend.

Colorado Mountain Club
Conference Center A     6:30PM

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker / Dealer. Member FINRA / SIPC.
Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge Investment Research Advisor, Inc. A Registered Investment Advisor
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Continued from Page 1

members are available at www.hikingdenver.net.
The following Articles have no changes:  Article I :Name and Authority, Article II : Purpose, article IV:  Dues

Article III: Membership
Just minor changes stating members over 18 are entitled to vote. In addition, that the Denver Group adheres to 
membership categories established by the State. 

Article V: Council 
There is an addition that Councilors represent the Group as a whole and not any particular unit. The main change is 
for removal of  Councilors. The present Bylaws authorize removal only for three consecutive unexcused absences. The 
new provision allows removal for cause including poor attendance and major or repeated violations of  the Code of  
Conduct. Removal requires a two-thirds vote of  Council. 

Article VI: Officers
There are two main changes. First, an Executive Committee is proposed to act in between regular council meetings on 
urgent matters. The State CMC has an Executive Committee to act in between regular board meetings. The Executive 
Committee consists of  the Officers of  the Group and one other Council member. Certain major acts by the Executive 
Committee are prohibited. Acts of  the Executive Committee are reviewed and approved or not by Council at the next 
Council Meeting. Second, the procedure for nominating Officers is changed to conform to practice. Instead of  an 
elaborate nominating system, the amendment provides that the Chair, Council members, or any non-Council member 
may nominate officers. 

Article VII: Voting Procedures
The main change here is one of  deletion. The provisions pertaining to voting for Bylaw amendments and changing 
basic policy have been deleted. These are deleted for reasons set forth under Article X below. Added is a provision 
that all members over 18 are entitled to vote. 

Article VIII: Meetings 
The present Article requires Denver Group Council to meet every month on the second Wednesday of  every month. 
It also requires the Annual Meeting (Current practice is that the Annual Dinner constitutes the Annual Meeting) to 
be held the first Saturday in November. Some flexibility is needed. It proposed that the Bylaws simply state that the 
Council meet every month and that the Annual Meeting be held in November unless changed by Council.

Article IX: Group Management
This article pertains to the operation of  Committees, Sections, and Schools. The main change is to allow the Chair 
or Director of  these entities to appoint their own committee members. Presently, Council is required to approve not 
only the Chairs and Directors but also the committee members. This is not necessary and  is cumbersome.   Changes 
also add that Chairs or Directors can be removed for cause and that committee members can be removed for cause 
by a majority vote of  the committee. “For cause” means that there must be a legitimate reason. Presently there is no 
procedure set forth for removals.

Article X: Bylaw Amendments and Policy Changes
There are some major changes proposed here. The first change is to delete the requirement for a Group vote to 
change basic policy. This needs to be deleted because it is a Council’s task to make and/or change policy including 
basic policy. It is cumbersome and time consuming to go through the procedures of  obtaining a Group vote to change 
basic policy. It is also difficult to determine what is basic policy and not. It restricts the ability of  Council to react to 
changing circumstances. 
The second change involves the method to amend the Bylaws. Presently such a change requires a majority vote at 
an election where at least 5% of  the membership votes. If  5% of  the membership do not vote on the measure, then 
Council votes. A two-thirds vote of  all Council members is required to amend the Bylaws. However, at the State 
CMC level, the Bylaws are amended by the State Boar,  not the membership. Only a majority vote of  the State CMC 
Board is required to approve the amendment. Once again the present Denver Group process is cumbersome and time 
consuming and restricts the ability of  Council to react to changing circumstances. The proposed change would allow 
a proposal to change the Bylaws to be made by Council or by 50 members. The change would then simply require the 
approval of  two-thirds of  all Council members.  As far as restraints on Council if  these changes are made, members 
can always appear at Council meetings and express their concerns. Council listens to the concerns of  members. 
The members also elect the Council members. Council is responsive to the membership. The Bylaws must also be 
consistent with the State Constitution.



10 Mile High Mountaineer • September 2012

Social Activities Calendar-(all members)
In 2012 Any Member Can, recruit new CMC members.  
Your social activities are a good venue for introducing 
adult family and friends to CMC.  Your social activities 
steering committee, including Patricia Leslie and Fred 
Siersma, invite you to host an activity of  your choice in 
2012. Potluck gatherings are popular and a great way to 
bring members together and recruit new ones. Hosting a 
TGIF, TGIT, or TGIW is as easy as making a reservation 
at your favorite neighborhood café.  And we welcome 
new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail 
pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at (303) 751-6639 or 
e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/
year members and non-members effective with memberships renewed 
October 1, 2009. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado Mountain 
Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at 
Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due at 
the first of  the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must 
be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. They must be signed 
and are subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters are published solely 
at the discretion of  the editor. Contact:  lkl14er@comcast.net. Editor and 
Proofreading: Linda Lawson; Layout: Dana Dillow. CMC Office: (303) 279-
3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9 a.m.– 6 p.m., 
Friday 9 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.

Thursday 6 - TGIF Celebrating a CMC 
leader’s birthday.   Fred Siersma invites you to 
bring friends to this fun gathering 5:30-7:00 
p.m. at Hanson’s 1301 South Pearl. (303) 751-

6639.  Call us, Fred  or Patricia, if  your birthday is coming 
in October.  We will toast you at an October TGIF.
 Sunday 9 - Frisco Party Celebrating CMC’s 100th 
Birthday.  Party at the beautiful Day Lodge in the Frisco 
Adventure Park following  A and B level hikes in the 
Frisco area.  Sign up required for the hikes and the 
Sunday afternoon party reservations on CMC.org.   Call 
720-296-9422 for carpooling from Denver to attend the 
100 Birthday Party if  you are not hiking.
 Friday 14 - TGIF 5:30 -7: 30 p.m. at Chad’s in 
Lakewood, 275 Union Blvd.  Dick (303) 980-0573.
 Saturday 15 - Fall Colors Photo Hike.  CMC’s Trail 
and Timberline  identified the Bierstadt Lake Trail as one 
of  the outstanding spots for viewing  fall colors.  The 
gorgeous scenery pictured below was near Aspen, but 

the Bierstadt Lake Trail hike promises us great views 
of  Nature’s  outstanding coloring talents as well.  Feel 
free to invite friends and adult family members on  the 
hike, but everyone must be registered via CMC.org, 
Denver Group.  In addition, even though this is a short 
“easy A” level hike, please acquaint your guests with the 
appropriate items from the CMC ten essentials list and 
please let them know that sturdy boots will facilitate their 
hiking the trail. 
 Friday 28 –  TGIF at the Blue Bonnet Restaurant.  
457 S. Broadway. 5:30-7:00pm Patricia
Bob is Back!! The October Symphony  Previews
Especially for those of  you who sent get well wishes to 
Bob after his bike accident last spring, know that your 
messages  worked!   We can enjoy the CMC symphony 
group again.
 Saturday October 6 - Dinner at Le Central, 5:00 

ROAD WORK NOTICES

RMNP Road Work: Visitors to Rocky Mountain Park 
should expect major construction along Bear Lake Road 
for the next two years.  Additional details, including 
information on shuttles, can be found at http://www.nps.
gov/romo/planyourvisit/bearlakeroad_reconstruction.
htm.

I-70 Road Conditions: GoI70.com or GoI70.com/mobile

p.m. This French restaurant at 112 E. 8th Ave. is one 
of  the best deals in town. Those interested will carpool 
afterward to the Symphony (see below). Come to one 
or both events. For directions and reservation (required), 
call Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.
 Saturday October 6 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 
p.m. “Scheherezade” and more. Enjoy the concert with a 
group of  about 10 CMC members and guests. Discount 
ticket price about $28. To sign up or cancel, call the host 
by 11:00 a.m. on the day of  the concert. Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815. 

Birding with Mike
Fall 2012 Classes

Four-session option $40.  For beginning birders, or those 
who want a refresher on the basics.  
Classes:   Mondays: 6-8 p.m., Sept. 10 & 24
Field Trips: Saturdays: Sept. 15 & 29 

Eight-session option $70. For those who want more 
experience identifying birds and their songs, plus a 
modicum of  avian science.  
Classes:   Tuesday: 6-8 p.m., Sept. 4, 18 & Oct. 2, 16
Field trips: Saturdays: Sept. 8, 22 & Oct. 6, 20

More information: mike1.foster@comcast.net 

All are welcome to join a celebration of  Gary 
Dederichs life.  Rememberances that will be read at 
the celebration may be sent to RobertDederichs@
gmail.com or bmabowen@att.net

Saturday, September 8  10:30 a.m
Mayflower Congregational Church 

3001 South Acoma Street, Englewood, CO. 


