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Refund policy: No refunds after October 31st . Proceeds from any cancellation 
will be used to support our 40 Year Volunteers and Service Award Recipients.

LEADER APPRECIATION & 
SKILLS DAY NOVEMBER 4TH
All leaders, instructors and those who have completed Trip 
Leader School are invited to attend the Leader Appreciation 
and Skills Day on Sunday, November 4th.  The program 
will recognize the accomplishments of our Denver Group 
Leaders from October 1, 2011 through September 30, 
2012, our fiscal year.  There is no fee but please register 
at cmc.org by signing in as a member then clicking on 
Programs, Education, and scroll to event date, click to 
open the registration page.  Deb Robak is our MC.

Check in starts at 12:30pm with the Program from 1:00 
to 5:00pm in the Lower Conference Rooms at the AMC.  
Light refreshments will be served.

1:00  Welcome
1:15   “Rescues in RMNP: Hard Lessons in Leadership”, 

Vern Miller, SAR Volunteer & Trail Medicine 
Professional

2:00  Leader Recognition
2:30  Refreshments
3:15  Uwe Satori, State Safety & Leadership Actions
3:45   “To Pole or Not To Pole: That is the Question”, 

Warren May and Joe Leahy Demonstration 
4:30    Customer Satisfaction Surveys/Leaders as 

 Ambassadors
4:50  Closing Remarks
5:00  Adjourn

2012 SERVICE AWARD  
RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED
Based on nominations from Denver Group members 
who participate in hiking, biking, climbing, fly fishing, 
and participate in our schools the 2012 Service Award 
Recipients to be recognized at the 100th Annual  Denver  
Group Dinner are:

Jorge Dominguez, Linda Jagger, Dan Kunz, Joe Leahy, Mark 
Porter, Wayne Tomasello, John Walters

Special Recognition will also be given to Trail Blazer 
Section Member Sarah E. Thompson as “The 2012 Trail 
Blazer in Action”.

Join the Party on November 11th to support these Service 
Award Recipients who give so much of themselves to 
Denver Group activities.  The 2012 Volunteer of the Year 
will be presented at the dinner by the 2011 Volunteer of the 
Year, Dave Covill.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For more information about schools, speakers, volunteer opportunities, and special events, 
go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS. To see member-only schools and seminars, 
you must first sign in as a member. 

TRIP SIGNUP
To register for CMC trips online, go to www.
cmc.org, sign in as a member, and click on 
TRIP SIGNUP. Search by whatever criteria 
you like; fewer criteria work better. Call the 
office at 303-279-3080 x 2 if you need your 
password or any assistance.

Date Start time Event

11/1 6:30 PM WFA

11/1 6:30 PM Open Wall Climb

11/4 12:30 PM Leader Appreciation/Skills Day

11/5 6:45 PM Knot Tying School

11/6 6:30 PM Open Wall Climb

11/6 6:00 PM HAM Seminar

11/7 5:00 PM BMS Committee

11/7 7:00 PM Backpacking School

11/8 6:30 PM WFA

11/8 7:00 PM GORP Reading Group

11/10 8:00 AM WFA

11/12 6:45 PM Knot Tying School

11/13 6:30 PM Trip Leader School

11/14 6:30 PM Denver Group Council

11/14 6:30 PM Open Wall Climb 

11/14 7:00 PM Photography Section Monthly Meeting

11/15 7:00 PM Great Outdoor Reading Program

11/15 6:30 PM Avalanche Terrain Avoidance Seminar

11/19 6:30 PM Denver Safety and Leadership Committee

11/20 6:30 PM New Member Orientation

11/20 6:30 PM Open Wall Climb

11/26 6:30 PM AT Committee

11/29 6:30 PM Open Wall  Climb

12/4 6:30 PM Backcountry Ski Touring School Lecture

BACKCOUNTRY BASH 
RETURNS NOV. 3 
Backcountry Bash is a fundraising event 
for Backcountry Snow Sports. Read more 
and register on the CMC website.

2012 & 2013 WINTER 
SCHOOL DATES
Telemark Ski School, Avalanche Terrain Avoidance, 
Backcountry Ski Touring & AIARE Level 1 – see 
description pages 4 & 5

CENTENNIAL  
CELEBRATION SERIES- 
HOLIDAY PARTY
Reservations:  On Line   Fee:  $5
Time:  Check online  
Enjoy light snacks and beverages while viewing 
the John Fielder CMC Centennial Photo 
taken at Estes Park and watch the DVD of our 
September 8th 14er Challenge on which a CMC 
led team summitted every publicly accessed 
14er in Colorado!

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
GRADUATES OF BASIC 
MOUNTAINEERING  
SCHOOL 2012!
 Join us in congratulating all the  22 students 
who successfully completed BMS this year: Sofija 
Cikara, Toby Heidkamp, Tim LoDico, Matthew 
Stevens, Patrick Dunlap, Mike Fehn, Deborah 
Klein, Julie Lee, Laurence Desmaris, Michael 
Gaudet, Mason Kimble, Michael Henney, Kelly 
Olson, Bruce Randall, Zachary Randall, Michael 
Stawicki, Erin Thompson, Matt DiPaolo, John 
Graham, Patrick Hutchinson, David Hutchison, 
and Matthew Klimock.
 Join us also in thanking all the instructors 
who made the school possible by sharing their 
time and talents:  Karen Dean, Kevin Martin, 
Mark Thompson, Martin O’Grady, Seth Noone, 
Shaun Lightcap, Chris Bartle, Jeff  Sillik, Larry 
Post, Matt Biscan, Colleen Sorg, Adam Binderup, 
Brian Jones, Jeff  Koch, Jordan Britt, Josh 
Krinsky, Rick Servantes, Tim Hill, Bill Haneghan, 
Josh Armstrong, Robert LeClair, Anne Kelly, 
Derek Taylor, Jill Webster, Rich Ostrosky, 
Wayne Johnson, Jason Kolaczkowski, Andrew 
Westmeyer, Steve Hughes, Brian LeBlanc, John 
Surette, Deb Kirk, Frank Moore, Jerry Allen, Iain 
Saunderson, Jason Wine, John  Martersteck, Jeff 
Speake, Rob Tengler, Ryan Smith, Taylor Davis 
and  Aaron Sallade.

Backcountry Ski Touring School
Lecture:  December 4  
Field Days: Saturdays  January 5, 2, 19; 
Sundays January 6, 13, 20;  
Tuesdays January 8, 15, 22
Contact:  joan.rossiter@mindspring.com
Winter Camping School
Lecture  - January 22, 29 February 5
Field Days:  January 27, February 3 
Weekend Overnights – February 9 & 10, 23 
& 24, March 9 & 10
Contact:  John Aldag@msn.com
Basic Ice Climbing School
TBD – Traditionally held
Lectures & Field  Days – Mid January
Contact: brucemcvaugh@netzero.net
Technical Ice Climbing School
TBD –Traditionally held
Lectures & Field Days - February
Contact:  todd_felix@yahoo.com
Ski Mountaineering
TBD – Traditionally held
Lectures – March
Field Days – March,  April, May
Contact: michellejung@hikingdenver.net  

BACKCOUNTRY SKI 
TOURING SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTOR TRYOUT
November 17, Saturday, Blake Clark,  
303-871-0379, blakerosemary@cs.com.

Want a chance to improve your ski skills and 
have fun sharing your experience?  The BSTS 
is looking for skiers interested in teaching 
cross country skiing. You don’t need to be 
an expert or have teaching experience as our 
superb instructors clinic will prepare you 
for the teaching experience.  All you need to 
have is some good basic skiing skills and the 
desire to learn.  The tryout session is designed 
to allow the participants to show their skills 
and to learn the basics of instructing in 
the ski school.  The school teaches several 
different levels, so we can place you with a 
senior instructor to co-teach at a level you 
are comfortable with.  The tryout session 
will take a better part of the day.

The qualifying instructors MUST be able to 
attend the two Saturdays of the Instructors 
Clinic held December 1 and 8.  Register with 
Blake Clark.
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GORP
(Great Outdoors Reading Program)
Meeting Date November 8
Monthly Meetings: 2nd Thursday 7-9:00pm
Contact:   Stan Moore, 

stan338@comcast.net 
Location: Drumwright Room, AMC, Golden 
  November 8:  
     Tiger by John Vaillant
  December 13: 
      Dancehall of the Dead  

by Tony Hillerman
  January 10: 
      Poetry reading and  
   discussion Works of 
   Robert Service

PHOTOGRAPHY
SECTION
Meeting Date November 9
Monthly Meetings: 
2nd Wednesday  7:00pm
Contact:  Frank Burzynski,  

fburzynski@comcast.net
Location:  Lower Level Conference  

Room, AMC

FINISHED ALL THE 14ERS??
With the success of 14er Challenge Day 
on September 8th and the number of 
Centennial Peaks that have been climbed 
as part of Centennial Celebration Climbs, 
you will undoubtedly want to be one of 
those who have their names published 
as part of a list of all members who have 
completed all the Colorado 14ers ( and 
beyond).   This list is compiled and updated 
annually by a volunteer, then published in 
Trail & Timberline. The 14er completion 
form may be found at: http://c cmc.org/tnt/
docs/Fourteener_Completion_Form%20 
_2_.pdf. This form can be completed 
and returned to CMC at 710 10th Street, 
Golden, CO 80401. 

ANDREW SKURKA IS 
BACK WEDNESDAY,  
DECEMBER 5!
National Geographic’s Adventurer of the 
Year, Andrew Skurka, is coming back to 
the American Mountaineering Center to 
present a CMC exclusive winter hiking skills 
clinic!  Click HERE to learn more about 
Andrew Skurka and don’t forget to mark 
your calendars for Wednesday, December 
5 at 7pm.  All proceeds from this event will 
support CMC’s Youth Education Program.

THREE DATES. THREE 
CITIES. TONS OF FILMS.
The Winter Wildlands Alliance Backcountry 
Film Festival is back and we’re hosting 
three dates!  The CMC is thrilled to host 
the Backcountry Film Festival at Neptune 
Mountaineering in Boulder on Thursday, 
December 13 at 7 pm as our first show.  This 
is a film festival you won’t want to miss!  All 
proceeds from this event will support CMC’s 
Conservation Program. Stay tuned for 
the Aspen (Jan 30) and Colorado Springs 
(TBD) showings!

CMC Member
Vernon E. Bass, CFP

 Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.
4704 Harlan St., Suite 660 · Lakeside, CO 80212

Personalized Financial Planning
“I will help you pursue the summit of your financial success.”

Please give me a call for information or an appointment.
303-458-5250 or  vern.bass@cambridgeresource.com

Factors Impacting Financial Security in Retirement Yes No

1. Do I / We have a written financial plan?

2. Have I / We reviewed our financial plan in the past 5 years?

3. Are my / our goals in line with my financial resources?

4. Have I / We saved enough to support retirement for a lifetime?

5. Do I / We know what types of investments are needed to diversify my portfolio?

6. Have I / We decided when to begin receiving Social Security?

60 Second Financial Checklist
Read each item and place a check in the Yes or No column

If you answered YES to all questions, then CONGRATULATIONS! 
If  NOT – Now may be the time for a second opinion, 

a time to meet with a seasoned and experienced investment professional.  
  *Give me a call for a COMPLIMENTARY MEETING!*

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker / Dealer. Member FINRA / SIPC.
Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge Investment Research Advisor, Inc. A Registered Investment Advisor
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DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
For more information and to register for Denver Group Schools, go to www.cmc.org, log in as a member, and go to PROGRAMS, EDUCATION. 
Members of other CMC Groups are welcome to attend these schools for a $10 surcharge.  Denver Group Standard Refund Policy: “Student/
Participant requests for refunds of tuition/fees must be requested in writing to the appropriate school or event director. Requests made prior 
to 30 days before the beginning of the school/event will be processed less a $10 handling fee. Requests made within 30 days of the school/event 
will be refunded at 50% of the amount paid. No refunds will be made after the beginning of the school/event. However, a refund less $10 can 
be obtained if a person is found to take the original student’s place in a school.”

School Director Positions Open
Jeanette Kehoe and Lynda Wacht are unable 
to continue in their Co-Director Positions as 
Wilderness  First Aid School Directors.  Martha 
Mustard has been the Trip Leader School 
Director for four years and has announced her 
retirement.  Both of these School Directorships 
are of EXTREME importance since both WFA 
and TLS are required for Trip Leaders to be 
certified.  View the brief descriptions below and 
contact those indicated if have an interest in 
serving in these valuable positions.

Trip Leader School Director
TLS  is offered one evening per quarter; a job 
description is available as are course content 
materials.  Time required is approximately 10 
hours per TLS session.  Applicant needs to be 
an experienced leader and have knowledge of 
Denver Group policies and processes.  Contact:  
Linda Lawson  at lkl14er@comcast.net or Martha 
Mustard at mustardo3@comcast.net

Wilderness First Aid School Director
Applicant needs good organizational skills and a 
medical, EMT or backcountry wilderness medical 
background.  WFA is offered quarterly with the 
course including three evening lectures during three 
consecutive weeks and one Saturday.   The course 
has a cadre of instructors in place and a power point 
provided by the certifying organization.  Contact:  
Jeff Flax, Chair DG,  at  Jeff@JFlax.com

2012 High Altitude 
Mountaineering Seminar 
Cindy Bero at cbero2504@gmail.com
Individual Sessions Still Open for October 29th & 
November 6th; 6:30pm to 9:00pm, $7. 

If you’re interested in learning more about 
venturing to high peaks or plan on enrolling 
in the High Altitude Mountaineering School, 
please join us this fall at the 2012 seminar 
series.  As a reminder, attendance at the 
seminar series is a required prerequisite for 
the High Altitude Mountaineering School.     
Topics to be Covered:
	 •		High	Altitude	and	Cold	Weather	Medical	

Issues  
	 •		Climbing	Performance	–	Training,	

Nutrition and Acclimatization
	 •		Planning	an	Expedition	and	Pros/Cons	of	

Guided Trips 
	 •		Team	Dynamics	and	Lessons	Learned	

(panel)
	 •		High	Altitude	Weather	and	How	to	Deal	

with the Cold 
	 •		What	to	Expect	from	High	Altitude	

Mountaineering School
	 •		Variety	of	Slide	Shows	from	High	Peak	

Trips  
	 •	Gear	Discussion

Avalanche Terrain  
Avoidance Seminar
Linda Lawson  lkl14er@comcast.net
Three Sessions:  
Session 1:  November 15 Lecture, Optional Field 

day November 18
Session 2:  Lecture & Optional Field Day January 

5
Session 3:  Lecture February 12, Optional Field day 

February 16
Discount fee for Existing and New Denver Trip 
Leaders $20; All DG Members -- $30; Non-Denver 
Group Members $35 

This 3-hour, one-evening, introductory avalanche 
terrain avoidance class is a prerequisite for winter 
leader qualification by all NEW leaders, certified 
after September 30, 2011. “Winter” is defined as 
the period between October 1st and April 30th. 
The Avalanche Terrain Avoidance (ATA) Seminar 
is open to all Denver Group Members, Existing 
and New Trip Leaders, and Non-Denver Group 
Members.  The field trip is designed to point out 
both avalanche prone and non-avalanche prone 
terrain.  Registration for November Session 
is NOW OPEN.  Registration for January and 
February sessions will be opened in December.

5th Annual Knot Tying Seminar
School Director:  Dave Covill 303-517-0355, 
Dave_Covill@EOGResources.com;  
Senior Instructor:  Dave Pellegrini 303-910-7140, 
David7324@Mac.com
November 5 & 12; 6:45 -9:30 PM; AMC 
Conference Rooms
Fee: $40 Denver Group members; $45  
Non-Denver Group; Application at:   
http://www.kts.cmcschools.org

Calling all Knotty Boyz & Girlz !!!  Due to popular 
demand a two night class on tying knots is offered. 
This is an opportunity for students who wish to 
continue their climbing education to prepare 
for advanced classes like BMS, HAMS, and the 
various Rock Climbing schools.   
Instructors from many schools will be on hand to 
assist students while they learn knots appropriate 
to all facets of climbing. Once students have 
mastered a set of basic knots common to all 
schools, they can concentrate on intermediate and 
advanced knots in one or more disciplines. This is 
also a great time for climbers to refresh skills that 
have become a bit rusty over the years. 

Topics covered include:
•	 Ropes,  a brief history of climbing ropes, 

including a look at today’s  
rope core

•	 Coiling, including various methods taught 
by the CMC

•	 Uses for knots and rational for using them 
in a specific situation

•	 Webbing,  how to tie knots  
with webbing

•	 Cord, how to tie knots with smaller 
diameter cord and appropriate usage

•	 Basic knots common to all  
climbing situations

•	 Intermediate level knots specific  
to BMS, HAMS, and Rock  
Climbing Schools

•	 Care of ropes
Students will first master several basic knots, and 
then have the opportunity to learn various knots 
of their choosing with instructors who specialize 
in those knots. Included in the fee are: a copy The 
Outdoor Knots Book (Mountaineers Outdoor 
Basics) by Clyde Soles, a $15.95 value,  an 8’ 
section of used 11mm practice rope, a 6’ section of 
brand new 5mm cord for a prussik,  a 6’ section of 
brand new 1” webbing for a runner and a discount 
coupon from a local mountaineering store.

Denver Group Trip Leader 
School 
DirectorTLS@hikingDenver.net.
Tuesday, November 13; $10 for Denver Group 
members; $20 for members of other Groups

Completion of the Trip Leader School is the first 
step in becoming a Denver Group trip leader.  It is 
open to all members in good standing over 18 years 
of age, regardless of hiker or skier classification.   
Requirements are:
•	 CMC membership current paid status 
•	 Three CMC trips completed. At least 

two must be hiking, backcountry ski, or 
snowshoe trips.

Topics include group dynamics and leadership 
styles, leader responsibilities, liability issues, 
medical concerns, environmental concerns, 
planning a trip, screening potential trip 
participants, organizing the group, and carrying 
out a safe trip. There will be only one evening 
of on-site class.  Reading materials are available 
on-line (see hikingdenver.net under the Trip 
Leader School) and a test will be e-mailed to 
the enrollees ahead of time.  The students must 
read the material and, before the class, pass 
the written test.  The evening class will consist 
of a Q&A period followed by scenarios to be 
discussed in small groups.    Interested members 
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should register on-line through the CMC 
website under Programs, Education, through 
the CMC Office, or through the link on the 
Denver Group website, hikingdenver.net and 
read the materials ahead of time.  Trip Leader 
School is now required for all technical and  
non-technical leaders; the Technical 
Climbing Section no longer has its own  
Trip Leader School.

Potential Basic 
Mountaineering School 
(BMS) Students: Mandatory 
Orientation Meeting Dates
January 8 OR January 14; 
7:00 PM at AMC 
You must attend one meeting, not both 
Application deadline:  February 28th  
Bill Haneghan, BMS director, at cmcpoodle@
gmail.com  For more information on BMS  
go to bms.cmcschools.org

Please join us for one of the mandatory 
informational orientation sessions to learn more 
about BMS!  We will tell stories, show a few 
slides and have previous students and current 
instructors available.

Remember that to apply for BMS students need a 
“C” hiker classification which requires successful 
completion of two “C” trips, one of which must be 
rated a Difficult C, plus completion of Wilderness 
Trekking School or Backpacking School.  Note 
that you do not have to be classified as a “B” hiker 
before being classified as a “C” hiker.  Available 
“C” hikes become fewer as the winter season 
approaches so don’t wait too long.  For more 
information on Hiker Classifications go to www.
hikingdenver.net/membershp/tripclassifications.

Telemark Ski School
Jim Kennedy, Director at  303-663-1345 before 
9pm or jim.kennedy@comcast.net
Fee:  $50 Denver Group Members;  $60 non-
Denver Group Members; Fee DOES NOT include 
lift tickets of $30 each sold on Lecture night
New Format:  
One Lecture and two on-snow field days
Session 1:   Lecture Tuesday, January 15th, Field 

weekend Saturday, January 19th 
Loveland; Sunday January 20th  
Backcountry; 

Enrollment deadline January 14th
Session 2:    Lecture Tuesday, February 5th, Field 

weekend Saturday February 9th 
Loveland; Sunday February 10th 
Backcountry;  

Enrollment deadline:  February 4th
Prerequisite:  Fitness to accommodate backcountry 
terrain; DG Moderate Ski Rating or Equivalent;  
Students not fit for backcountry terrain will be asked 
to skip the back country field day with no refund.

The Telemark Ski School celebrates its 30th 
year of providing quality volunteer instruction 
to hundreds of students hailing from all over 
Colorado!  We help “never-ever”, beginner, 
intermediate and advanced level Telemark  
skiers learn and/or improve their Telemark skiing 
skills, as well as teaching them how to transition 
those skills into the backcountry for more 
enjoyable adventures.

If you currently venture into the back country on 
touring skies, have witnessed telly skiers carving 
sweet s-turns down a slope and through the trees, 
and have wondered to yourself “can I do that”, we 
are here to tell you that “YES, YOU CAN” and 
we’ll help you get there!

AIARE Level 1 Avalanche 
School 
Tom Creighton, Director, tecreighton@msn.com 
Session 1: Lecture & Field Days February 1-3; 
Session 2: Lectures February 26 & 28, AMC, 7:00-
10:00pm; Field Days March 2 & 3
Fee:  $195 DG Members;   

$205 non-DG members 

If you participate in winter activities such as Ice 
or Snow Climbing, Backcountry Telemark or 
Tour Skiing, Ski Mountaineering or Snowshoe in 
the backcountry, you want to know what AIARE 
Level 1 training can do for you. If you want to 
become a Backcountry Winter Leader this class is 
required for certification of all DG Backcountry 
winter trip leaders after September 30, 2011. Field 
days will be held IN AVLANCHE TERRAIN. 
Probe techniques and beacons will be used as 
components of Companion Rescue. Students 
need to have their own beacon, shovel, probe.  A 
few shovels and probes are available for sale at the 
January lecture.  “Decision Making in Avalanche 
Terrain” L-1 is a 3 day/24 hour introduction to 
avalanche hazard management that: 
•	 Provides a basic understanding  

of avalanches 
•	 Describes a framework for decision making 

and risk management in avalanche terrain 
•	 Focuses on identifying the right questions, 

rather than on  
providing “answers” 

•	 Gives lessons and exercises that are practically 
oriented, useful, and applicable in the field 

Learning Outcomes: 
•	 Plan and prepare for travel in avalanche 

terrain 
•	 Recognize avalanche terrain 
•	 Describe a basic framework for making 

decisions in avalanche terrain 
•	 Learn and apply effective companion rescue 

A final knowledge quiz tests student 
comprehension and provides feedback to 
instructors on instructional techniques. Want to 
save some $$ and commit to backcountry trip 
leadership or assisting with ATA or AIARE in the 
future?  Check out Scholarship info on page 3.

Backcountry Ski Touring 
Lessons (BSTS)  
Learn to Cross-Country Ski in  
the Backcountry!
School Director Joan Rossiter at joan.rossiter@
mindspring.com or call 303-241-7968
BSTS Online Registration Form at www.cmc.org.
Tuition:  $95 Denver Group members; $105 non-
Denver Group members; returning students in the last 
3 years $80  
(contact Sharon Bolton ata sboltgon3@comcast.net for 
coupon code)  
Lecture:  6:30-8:30pm, December 4th, AMC;     
Select one of the three on snow 2013 date sessions:
Saturdays, January 5, 12, 19; Sundays January 6, 13, 
20; Tuesdays January 8, 15, 22

Want to experience Colorado’s finest snow, 
away from the crowds and expensive lift tickets? 
Learn to cross-country ski and prepare for the 
backcountry. We can accommodate students 
ranging from never-evers to folks who have skied 
for years.  If you’ve never stood on skis, or have 
years of experience and just want to fine tune your 
skills, we’ve got a class that is right for you.  Classes 
are small - often less than ten students - with at 
least two instructors.  Just ask around - your fellow 
CMC members are our best marketing tools!

The December lecture covers avalanche 
awareness, clothing, and selection of skis. The on-
snow sessions are lessons geared to your level of 
skill and endurance.  The first on-snow day is at 
a Nordic Center and focuses on helping you to 
become comfortable on skis and to learn basic 
flat track skills. The second ski day will emphasize 
basic downhill techniques as well as maneuvers 
for going uphill. The third day is the one students 
look forward to: a trip into the backcountry to 
apply your newly learned skills and advance your 
technique.  The locations chosen for both the 
second and third days are tailored to the skill level 
of your group to maximize your skiing experience.  
Tuition includes the lecture, three days of lessons, 
a trail pass for the first day and lift ticket for the 
second day. Where else can you find this value  
in today’s ski market?!  Here’s a little of what  
you’ll learn:

	 •		Proper	skis/gear/clothing	for	the	terrain	
and conditions you want to ski

	 •		Better	balance	techniques
	 •	Diagonal	stride,	including	poling
	 •		Downhill	maneuvers	(includes	stopping,	

which is always good to know…)
	 •	Turning	maneuvers
	 •		Climbing	maneuvers	-	herringbone,	side-

step, side-step traverse, etc.
	 •	Avalanche	awareness

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
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Torres del Paine Circuit Trek 
& Buenos Aires Cultural 
Experience
P Vilas Tulachan ptulachan@hotmail.com  
(408)-420-2723  
www.HappyFeetAdventures.com
December 15-31; Limit 15; 
Prerequistes:  C Classification or Approval by Trip 
Leader; 
Mandatory:  Pre-trip Group Hike with Trip Leader 
in late summer
Cost:  Torres del Paine Circuit Only $3,333; Torres 
del Paine Circuit & Buenos Aires $3,712; Price 
may vary dependent on exchange rates;  Sign up 
before May 1st and receive complimentary dinner 
in El Calafate

Join us on this amazing world-class backpacking 
trip to Chile’s Torres del Paine National Park, a 
World UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. This trek is 
rated #2 best backpacking trip in the world by 
the Backpacker Magazine. We will hike around 
the most spectacular Patagonia landscape of 
dramatic granite peaks, spires and horns towers 
in ten days covering 52 miles. . You only have to 
carry your backpack since the guides will carry 
the tents and food. You also have an option of 
spending three glorious days relaxing, sampling 
exquisite Argentine cuisines and soaking in 
the sights, sounds, rhythms and the culture of 
Buenos Aires also known as the Paris of South 
America and named by UNESCO as one of the 
three Cities of Design. There’ll be a group dinner  
and a tango show one night before we depart  
for home. 

Best of Australia 2013
Gary Hellenga (406) 587-9271 hellenga_gary@
bah.com and Daedra Pierce  
(719) 510-2453 daedrapierce@yahoo.com 
February 2-17, 2013; Limit 12; 
Prerequisite:  be able to tackle climbs up to 12 
miles round-trip and up to 2,000 ft 
Fee: $1675 basic land cost; optional: $1125 side-
trip to Uluru (Ayers Rock); does not include 
estimated $1600 airfare

Say “G’Day” and explore the unique wonders of 
the Land Down Under. Upon arrival in Sydney, 
explore the city and its scenic harbor including an 
option to tour the world-famous Sydney Opera 
House.  Then we’ll head up to explore the hikes, 
vistas, and waterfalls of the Blue Mountains.  From 
here, we’ll drive to Kosciuszko National Park and 
hike Australia’s highest peak, Mount Kosciuszko, 
one of the fabled Seven Summits.   After returning 
to Sydney, we’ll change gears by flying to Cairns in 
the tropical north of the country, and spend a day 
snorkeling the Great Barrier Reef, and another 
with a visit to the rainforest – and keep a good 
watch out for crocodiles!  Optional extension to 
fly from Cairns to Outback and return to Sydney 
for final night before returning home.

Yellowstone in Winter
Rick & Deana Pratt 303-887-3717 or rpratt905@
gmail.com 
February 6 - 11, 2013; 
Fee:  $1025 - $1195, depending on accommodation 
level 

Steaming geysers, bison, elk, deer, wolves, and 
other wildlife are all part of the experience 
of visiting Yellowstone National Park in the 
winter.  Skiers, snowshoers, nature lovers and 
photographers will enjoy the convenient trails 
leading directly from the lodge to the geysers 
and waterfalls. The trip includes round-trip bus 
and snow coach transportation between Denver 
and Yellowstone, a one-night stay in a motel, 
3 full days and 4 nights in the Old Faithful area 
of the park, happy hours, and many meals.
Depart Denver by bus on Wednesday,  February 
6, stay overnight in a motel in Jackson, arriving 
in Yellowstone on Thursday afternoon.  Return 
to Denver on Monday, February 11, 2013.  See 
website or contact leader for full details.

Multi-sport in Québec: 
Including the Winter Carnaval 
& a night in the Ice Hotel 
Linda Ditchkus  lvditchkus@hotmail.com
February 15–23, 2013: 
Fee: $2,300 includes most meals, entrance to 
various events, and 8 nights’ accommodation. Does 
not include airfare to Québec. 

Canada is more than Moosehead beer, flannel 
shirts, and “Eh?” The outing coincides with 
Québec’s Winter Carnaval, where we will view 
sleigh races, international ice and snow sculpture 
competitions, snow bathers, and a night parade. 
Participants will explore Québec City, a UNESCO 
world heritage treasure that cradles 400 years of 
French civilization, Canadian history, and First 
Nations cooperation. Then the group will move 
to nearby Duchensnay Station Touristique, which 
has access to 37K of cross country ski trails and 
30K of snowshoe trails.  While at the Station, 
participants can also arrange a dog sled ride, ice 
fishing, or spa treatments (all for an additional 
fee).  The final night will be spent at Québec’s ice 
hotel (called the Hôtel de Glace) experiencing the 
ultimate Nordic adventure by sleeping in a hotel 
made of ice and snow. While the Hôtel and its 
furniture are entirely made of ice and snow, guests 
will sleep comfortably in an ice-framed bed with a 
real mattress. A cozy sleeping bag (good to -22°F) 
is provided (the room temperature stays between 
27°F and 23°F). 

Best of the Grand Canyon – 
Colorado River Raft & Hike 2013
Blake Clark and Rosemary Burbank @ 
blakerosemary@cs.com or 303/871-0379;  April 
27 - May 9, 2013

New Zealand Milford & 
Routeburn Tracks
Polly Hays  polly_hays@yahoo.com
February 22 – March 09, 2013; 
Fee: $1775 plus airfare (Estimated at $2000 - 
$2500), food, and incidentals. 

Join us for an unforgettable adventure to hike two 
of the famous Great Walks in New Zealand – the 
Milford and Routeburn Tracks. This trip features 
7 days of moderate hut-to-hut backpacking in 
Fiordland National Park on the South Island of 
New Zealand. These scenic walks are considered 
some of the finest tracks in the world. Layover days 
in Queensland (between tracks) and in Auckland 
(at the end of the trip) will allow participants to 
explore additional cultural activities on their own.  

Kilimanjaro   19,340’
Roger Wendell at rogerwendell@rogerwendell.com; 
Trip packet available from Roger
February 25 – March 11, 2013;  
Fee: $3,575 (not including intl. air fare to 
Tanzania); Participant limit: 14
Prerequisites: excellent physical condition and be 
comfortable traveling in the Third WorldCountries

Here’s another great Kili outing sponsored by 
the High Altitude Mountaineering Committee. 
Kilimanjaro is the world’s largest free-standing 
mountain and is one of the fabled Seven Summits. 
Steve, having led this trip seven times, uses the 
Machame and Mweka Routes. The trip will 
include a four day budget safari to Serengeti 
and Ngorongoro Crater. Nights are a mixture 
of a comfortable & rustic hotel used by CMC 
members since 1957; travelers’ camps and tents.  
A mandatory-attendance planning meeting will 
be held in September.

Trek Bolivia!  
Steve Bonowski at climbersteveb@gmail.com
June 9-21, 2013
Fee: $1,880 + air fare (5-7 persons) or  $1,780 + 
air fare (8-11 persons)
Trip packet available from Steve Bonowski; no 
phone calls please; on-line trip description lists fee 
inclusions and exclusions
Prerequisite:  Excellent physical condition for daily 
hiking at 12,000 feet with several passes at 16,000 
feet; sleep at 15,000 feet

Bolivia is a largely undiscovered South American 
country offering spectacular hiking & climbing, 
friendly people, and low prices. With this trip, 
we’ll acclimatize several days on the   shore of 
beautiful Lake Titicaca at the small resort town 
of Copacabana, including one day to hike on the 
Island of the Sun. The tour includes trekking  7 
days in the Cordillera Real northwest from La Paz,  
dropping down to  4,900’ on the east side of the 
Andes before we return to La Paz.   The tour ends 
with a bus tour to the pre-Inca ruins at Tiwanaku, 
west of La Paz.

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
For your benefit and enjoyment, the following trips have been reviewed and approved by the Adventure Travel Committee and are 
officially sanctioned by the Colorado Mountain Club. For expanded information about these and other CMC Adventure Travel trips, 
go to www.cmc.org and click on PROGRAMS, ADVENTURE TRAVEL.  

NOTE: Due to the number of AT trips, pricing details have been eliminated from the descriptions above but are included in the full  trip descriptions on the website.
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ALPINE SCRAMBLING COURSE (ASC) 2012 
SCRAMBLES TO A CLOSE
 We had a great group of dedicated instructors and persevering students! 
 The following instructors helped make Alpine Scrambling Course 2012 the most 
successful year yet: Jerry Allen, John Aldag, Nicholas Browne, Tom Creighton, Bill 
Farrow, Dominique Herschberger, Leslie Hillman, Michelle Jung, Deb Kirk, Craig 
Lewis, Frank Moore, Craig Patterson, John Raich, Rob Tengler, Colleen Sorg.
 A special thanks to John Raich, Bill Farrow, Craig Lewis, Nicholas Browne, 
John Aldag and Craig Patterson for going the extra mile to make it happen for the 
students.
 The following students get a feather in their cap for their accomplishments in 
Alpine Scrambling Course 2012: Dan Biro, Mariya Barmak, Bob Collins, Brenda 
Czaban, Craig Drummond, Erin Elston, Christopher Greene, Holmes Gwin, Karen 
Hurley, Phil Kummer, Tim Lin, Warren May, Robin Motisi, Angela Myers, Kirk 
Statler, Nancy Throup, Diane Marie Weil
 We are restructuring ASC for 2013 to allow more flexibility in scheduling due to 
the incredible growth we have had in three years since inception.  We want to see more 
of our members in the signature  ASC Yoga Tree Pose on more Colorado summits!  If 
you have been thinking this is a course that you would like to enroll for 2013 please 
contact the director, Deb Kirk, BMSdirector2010@gmail.com

DEATH OF  
MARILYNN CLARK
On August 29th a Celebration of Life was 
held for long time CMC Leader Marilyn 
Clark who passed away August 13th.

Marilynn Clark, born in Los Angeles, was 
a medical technician and moved to Los 
Alamos, New Mexico in 1956 where she 
lived for a number of years before moving 
to Colorado in the 1960’s when she joined 
the Colorado Mountain Club.

She was a 44 year member of CMC  
and was honored in 2008 at the 40 Year 
Member Recognition at the Denver Group 
Annual Dinner.

Marilynn was a very capable person, a 
rugged individualist, and she wasn’t afraid 
to speak up when the need arose.  She 
always made sure her name was correctly 
pronounced and spelled --- Marilynn with 
two n’s.
  
She loved the outdoors, especially the 
mountains. She was a well-known trip leader 
for the CMC.  She led many A classification 
hikes and one year received recognition for 
leading the most A hikes of anyone in the 
5,000- member club.  With her beloved dog, 
Perky, she also led CMC doggy hikes.

In early years in California Marilyn enjoyed 
riding horses. She also did some downhill 
skiing in Sun Valley.  She loved excursions 
to the mountains, to nature preserves, to 
museums and other places of interest. She 
was a long-time birder and could recognize 

hundreds of bird species.  She went on many 
bird counts with the Audubon Society.  After 
retiring, she served as a docent at the Denver 
Zoo, as a volunteer with the Colorado 
Historical Society and as a tour guide at Four 
Mile Historic Park.  At Four Mile House 
she dressed in authentic pioneer attire for 
regular activities and special events.  She also 
volunteered with the Colorado Historical 
Society, the RSVP Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program, and at Ocean Journey. 
She went on several Elderhostels including 
one in Arizona.
 
Marilynn  passed away at  Life Care 
Center in Aurora following an illness of 
several months.  Her ashes were scattered 
near Echo Lake near the mountains she 
loved.  Her friends Eleanor Bradley, Lita 
Mendenhall, Gayle Barrett, Judy Johnston, 
Barbara Duff, Karen Hickey, Jean Fisher, 
Shirley Bloomer and Vi Johnson survive 
her and ask that   Memorial Contributions  
be made  to the Colorado Mountain Club,  
710 10th St. #200,  Golden CO 80401 in 
her name or given to CMC member Karen 
Hickey at 303-321-3542.

DEATH NOTICE
Joe Niederhauser, Denver Group Member 
and WTS Spring 2011 Graduate, died in 
July 2012.  Those who knew Joe and Kristen 
knew of  their mutual love for Colorado’s 
Mountains.

Kristen is now living in Utah and may be 
contacted at:  kristenhn@gmail.com

AIARE LEVEL 1  
SCHOLARSHP RECIPIENTS
In an effort to promote safe backcountry 
travel, in-house avalanche education and 
winter trip activities the Denver Safety 
& Leadership Committee (DS&L) has 
awarded eight scholarships for 2013 
AIARE Level 1 Schools to the following 
members:  Brian LeBlanc, Dave 
Covill, Ricardo Durante, Dominique 
Hershberger,  Rick Servantes, Jeff Speake,   
Helayne Storch  and John Walters.  
The Over the Hill Gang section has 
awarded two scholarships for AIARE 
Level 1 Schools  to Frank Burzynski and  
Sue Henley.

Scholarship funds remain available from 
DS&L for leaders who are willing to 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
they will commit for two years to 1) 
lead additional backcountry trips or 
2) assist teaching future Avalanche 
Terrain Avoidance (ATA) or 3) assist 
teaching future AIARE Level 1 Schools.  
The Scholarship Applications are due 
October 31, 2012.

The scholarship form is located on 
hikingdenver.net under the scrolling 
banner in the center of the page.

The ATA and AIARE Level 1 School 
dates and descriptions may be found on 
pages 4 and 5 of this issue.

GROUPON AND OSPREY  
HELP SUPPORT THE 
CMC...AND YOU CAN 
TOO NOVEMBER 5 – 11 
Make your CMC donation go further! 
The CMC is partnering with Osprey 
Packs and Groupon to send an entire 
middle school class from a Denver 
urban school to an outdoor Physics of 
Climbing course at a local climbing crag.  
From November 5-11th, CMC’s Youth 
Education Program will be featured 
on Groupon Grassroots and the best 
part is, our friends at Osprey Packs will 
match every donation made through 
the Groupon campaign until we raise 
enough money for the entire class to 
attend.  In other words, donate just $10 
and YEP will receive $20!  Don’t forget 
to login to Groupon Grassroots
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NOVEMBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
In 2012 Any Member Can, recruit new CMC members.  Your social activities are a good venue for introducing adult family and friends to 
CMC.  Your social activities steering committee, including Patricia Leslie and Fred Siersma, invite you to host an activity of your choice in 
2012. Potluck gatherings are popular and a great way to bring members together and recruit new ones. Hosting a TGIF, TGIT, or TGIW is 
as easy as making a reservation at your favorite neighborhood café.  And we welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail 
pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at (303) 751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule on line, 
these social activities are not considered “official CMC activities”.

We welcome 
our guy, Fred 
Siersma, back and 
congratulate him 
on an awesome 
recovery.

Thursday - November 1  
Sign-up on the CMC trip schedule online 
for our annual Thanksgiving short, easy hike 
and dinner on Thanksgiving Day, November 
22.   Details below on 22nd and online.  
Buffet dinner at the Table Mountain Inn in 
Golden.  There is no pre-pay required, but 
the trip fills early.  

 

Friday - November 2
Announcing for members’, their friends, 
and families benefit the dates of November 
FREE DAYS sponsored by the Scientific and 
Cultural Facilities District (SCFD):    2nd 
(Denver Botanical Gardens); 3rd (Denver 
Art Museum) ; 5th, 16th, 28 (Denver Zoo); 
19th (Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science).  Call CMC friends and enjoy a day 
or days sponsored by SCFD, a supporter  
of CMC. 

Friday - November 9
A Feel Good Friday at 
Chad’s 275 Union Blvd. in 
Lakewood, around 5:30- 
7:00 p.m.  Drop by to enjoy 
a beverage and/or dinner.  New members are 
always especially welcome. If you are having 
a birthday, new member or not, we will help 
you celebrate.  Sue Osborn (303) 384-3250.

Saturday - November 10  
“Mozart Travels to London” a concert in 
Boulder.  Visit the promusicacolorado.org 
website for complete details, but call P. Leslie 
(top of page) before purchasing tickets to 
check and coordinate attendance.
  

Wednesday - November 14  
At Hanson’s 1301 South Pearl 6:00 p.m. 
Discussing gearing up for our Nordic Center 
snowshoe and cross-country ski trips 
beginning in December including Christmas 
Day.  New members and friends welcome.  P. 
Leslie.  Enjoy beverages and/or dinner, just 
drop by.

Friday - November 16  
TGIF.  Annie’s Café. 3100 E. Colfax. 5:30 p.m. 
Hugh (303) 523-1445. 

Saturday - November 17
Dinner at Le Central, 5:00 p.m. This French 
restaurant at 112 E. 8th Ave. is one of the best 
deals in town. Those interested will carpool 
afterward to the Symphony (see below). 
Come to one or both events. For directions 
and reservation (required), call Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815.

Saturday - November 17
Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m. Mozart 
and more. Enjoy the concert with a group 
of about 10 CMC members and guests. 
Discount ticket price about $28. To sign  
up or cancel, call the host by 11:00 a.m.  
on the day of the concert. Bob Shedd,  
303-733-2815.

Thursday - November 22
Annual Thanksgiving Day short, easy, hike 
and dinner. Enjoy CMC camaraderie for the 
holiday. Members recommend the holiday 
buffets at the Table Mountain Inn in Golden. 
Full details regarding the dinner price etc. 
will be included in the trip description when 
you sign up with CMC online. Numbers will 
be limited so sign up early.  No pre-payment 
required.  P. Leslie, CMC leader.

Saturday - November 24  
Saturday Social for Spirit and Sweat.  
Morning coffee and a walk in Washington 
Park.  Call P. Leslie (top of page) for meeting 
time and place.

Sunday - November 25  
Online sign-up opens for our annual 
Christmas Day Nordic Center Snowshoe and 
Cross-Country Ski Trip. CMC Leaders Carol 
Shansby, Winnie Prall, and Patricia Leslie 
will collaborate to make it a fun holiday  
for all.

Friday - November 30 
“To the Arctic”, Imax theater at the Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science.   Call Carol 
Chamblee at (303) 740-9469 for meeting 
time and place.

December Symphony Preview
Saturday - December  1 
Dinner and Colorado Symphony.  Same 
plan as November 17 events listed above. 
All-Beethoven concert. Bob Shedd,  
303-733-2815.
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Lakewood, around 5:30- 
7:00 p.m.  Drop by to enjoy 

“I go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to 
have my senses put in order.”

John Burroughs


