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OUR MOUNTAIN 
LEADERS   
Karl Stout
Leader of a  
Thousand Hikes

By John Walters

      Few have seen more Colorado 
trails or led more CMC hikes 
than Karl Stout. Actually, Karl 
has led about 1,200 CMC hikes, 
averaging about 30 hikes a year 
for 40 years.
      Many have heard of Karl’s  
legendary “12 and 25” hikes,

                                                                     referring to 12 miles and 2,500 
feet, the baselines for C hikes. Although Karl has scheduled most of 
his hikes in recent years as B hikes, his trips often venture into C hike 
territory. But back at the trailhead he always says the hike was “12 and 25.”
      After Karl joined the club in 1984, he instructed BMS for five years, 
climbed a bit, worked a lot on trail maintenance and volunteered at 
the office one or two days a week. In those years the entire Club was 
run by volunteers. 
      Some of Karl’s early hiking buddies included Hassan Elghandour, 
Paul Rosen, Dave Goldwater and Steve Bonowski. But Karl’s most 
memorable hiking partner was George Cowles, then a ranger for Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Together, they co-led many hikes for CMC’s 
Shining Mountain Group at Estes Park. 
      Karl explained, “George knew every trail in the park but preferred 
hiking off-trail. Most trips took all day, and would now be classed as C 
or D hikes. But with George Cowles I got to see areas of the park that 
visitors never saw.    
      “One hike I’ll never forget,” related Karl, “was 18 miles and 3800’, 
from Signal Mountain, near Glen Haven, to Lost Lake. Another 
favorite is the ‘Circle of Lakes,’ to Fern, Odessa and Cub lakes. I also 
enjoy the west side of the park for its serenity and peacefulness.”
      A few years ago, Karl served as camp host for RMNP’s Aspen Glen 
Campground. For five months of each of five years, he and his wife, 
Mary Ruth, lived in their RV at the campground and Karl led short 
hikes for park visitors. 
      Karl retired from DPS last December, after 16 years as a special ed 
teacher. Before that he had been in retail management for 42 years. 
Karl is 81. Talk about endurance! 
      Asked what he likes best about CMC, Karl replied, “The Club has 
helped me stay healthy by being active.” Karl has been recovering the 
last few months from an illness that may have put down someone less 
fit. But to Karl’s many faithful followers, he says, “I will return!”

Mile High Mountaineer

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
FOR WEb CODINg & MAINTENANCE 

FOR HIKINgDENVER.NET
Volunteers are needed to assist with coding and maintaining the 
Denver Group’s website, HikingDenver.net.  The page is coded  

using PHP and WordPress hosted on a Linux server.   
Please contact Jeff Flax, Chair of the Denver Group Council at  

303-809-5750 or Jeff@JFlax.com.

12 CLIMbERS, 8 DAyS, 4 PEAKS, 1 
CLEANUP, AND A LITTLE TEqUILA…
By Dave Covill
Denver Group trip leader

      The CMC sponsored an Adventure Travel trip to climb the 
Mexican volcanoes. Dave Covill and Tom Chapel led this High 
Altitude Mountaineering School-level trip Jan. 11 to 19. 
      Our roster consisted of James Graham, Patrick Kelley, Tom 
Chapel, Keir Hart, Dustin Steffenson, Jorge Gonzalez-Calvillo, 
Natalie Moran, Margaret Turner, Kelly Greaser, Laurence Desmaris, 
Daedra Pierce and Dave Covill.  7 Mountain Men, 5 Mountain 
Women.  About half had climbed high before, the others were 
looking to establish new personal altitude records.
      Sunday is market day in Tlach, so we stocked up on fresh fruit 
and veggies, cheese, meat and tortillas, and soon we were headed 
up the long, rough road to Orizaba in 4WD trucks. Next day we 
hiked to the top of the icy Labrynth at about 16,200’. 
      The 3 a.m. wakeup call on summit day brought clear skies with 
almost calm wind and about 25-degree temps at the hut.  Once we 

Karl Stout and Sasha, 10-year-old Labrador mix, 
by Randy Stueber/RCS Gallery

(continued on page 2)

Group photo at Pyramid of the Sun
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
FOR RAMPART 
WILDLANDS PROjECT
CMC has a long history as a volunteer 
organization. It is indeed the essence of our 
club.   Until recent history, the conservation 
effort in CMC was mostly volunteer. With 
the addition of paid staff, that effort has 
been enhanced as public land protection 
became more critical. Staff assistance to 
group volunteers has worked well and 
allowed CMC to have a stronger voice. 

A very important volunteer project 
is the Denver Group Conservation 
Committee’s Rampart Wildlands Project. 
This has been a longtime, ongoing effort 
to protect a Front Range roadless area 
southwest of Denver. We are beginning 
the campaign phase of the project for 
public presentation and interaction with 
governmental agencies.  

We are in need of volunteers to help in 
various ways, including leading field trips, 
trail work, public meetings, outreach to 
our supporters, and support activities. We 
have regular meetings and invite you to 
be involved. Contact Claude Neumann, 
conservation chair, claudeneumann@
earthlink.net. 

RAMPART RANgE 
WILDLANDS bIObLITZ 
jUNE 21-22

      Do you enjoy watching wildlife, birds  
and wildflowers?  

The Conservation Committee is hosting a 
BioBlitz for the Rampart Range Wildlands 
project June 21-22. We will be leading hikes 
into this area near Palmer Lake and counting 
and documenting all the species we can find. 
Scientists will help us identify the critters  
and plants. 

      We hope to develop a biological inventory 
of the area for use in protecting this area and 
to raise interest and awareness among local 
students and citizens. We are looking for a 
great turnout of CMC members and leaders 
who want to explore this area, and sharpen 
their naturalist skills. Save the date! More 
information to come. Contact: Joshuakuhn@
cmc.org or 303-996-2759.

were on the open snow at 16,200’, we were 
treated to temps closer to 20 degrees, with 
a steady 20-25 mph wind from the west, to 
our right.  The crater itself is impressive, 
perhaps a half mile across, and about that 
deep. We passed by a steep, narrow chute 
in the Labrynth, and guide Vicente quietly 
noted that this was the spot where the 
young American climber had perished a 
week earlier in a fall. 
      Wednesday was a rest and recreation 
day, and a half dozen climbers headed with 
Maribel to tour the cathedral and markets 
of Puebla. The rest chose to climb Sierra 
Negra, a 15,100’ sub-peak of Orizaba, with a 
huge radar dish on the summit.
      Thursday we travelled two hours 
northwest of Puebla to La Malinche, 14,600’, 
the sixth highest peak in Mexico.  We were 
astonished to see all the trash, not present 
in such quantities at the more popular 
Orizaba and Ixta national parks.  A final 
30’ Class 3 section found nine on top at 
once, a real treat. I gathered the group and 
asked, “Who has any plastic bags, any size?”  
“Who wants to do a cleanup?” Soon we were 
picking up every scrap on La Malinche as 
we descended, except the ubiquitous orange 
peels, and of course TP. 
      Izta (17,100’), third-highest in Mexico, 

was next. Up and hiking by 4 a.m., this was 
a very long trek, more physical effort than 
Orizaba.   Ten of us summitted, our most on 
top at one time. 
      Sunday we climbed the Pyramids 
of the Sun and the Moon, the third and 
fourth highest in the world after the Great 
Pyramids of Egypt.  
      Roger Wendell is leading a second trip 
with an identical itinerary March 1. The 
group plans to head south with garbage bags 
to finish the La Malinche cleanup. 

See the Calendar of 
Events at

www.cmc.org/Calendar

Kiosk at Bear Lake Feb. 8 2014, photo by Jon Olsen, park volunteer

Rocky Mountain National Park received 35 inches of snow 
from Friday Feb. 7 to Feb. 9. The snow total at Bear Lake is 
approximately 75 inches, according park spokeswoman Kyle 
Patterson.   To check avalanche conditions go to the CAIC 
website, www.avalanche.state.co.us

 Help us spread the word this year and 
bring your friends to the annual CMC 
MountainFest open house at the American 
Mountaineering Center in Golden.
 MountainFest is the perfect way to 
get motivated and learn skills for spring 
and summer mountain adventures.  This 
year’s event will feature free outdoor skills 
clinics, museum tours, open climbing 
and slacklining, an expo featuring CMC’s 
popular hiking, mountaineering, fly fishing 
and camping schools, our conservation 
program, mountaineering museum, 
adventure travel, youth education program, 
and much more.

 Don’t let your friends, family, neighbors 
or co-workers miss this opportunity to learn 
all about the CMC – your gateway to the 
outdoors! And the best part? It’s FREE!
 If you’re interested in volunteering for 
MountainFest, please email brendaporter@
cmc.org. 
Time: 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Cost: FREE
Registration: www.cmc.org/mountainfest
(Although not necessary, we encourage you to 
preregister so we can know how many folks to expect) 

(Mexico Trip continued from page 1)
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720.432.8099

Bridget WALSH
Broker/Owner

We make house calls!!!

www.denverwelcomehome.com

LouiS PLAcHoWSki
Managing Broker/Owner

KIT CARSON DESCENDANT TO SPEAK
Eckart Roder Education Fund Dinner and Program April 10 
Come listen to tales of one of Colorado’s frontiersmen told by Kevin Carson, the great-
great-grandson of Kit Carson. Bring a dish to share and join friends, new and old, to 
continue to build Eckart Roder’s legacy.  

Social	at	6:00	p.m.;	potluck	dinner	at	6:30.	
Presentation	by	2013	grantees	at	7	p.m.	 
followed by special presentation,  
“Kit Carson Remembered,” 
Tickets,	$15.  
(Tickets are a tax deductible contribution to the Eckart 
Roder Education Fund.)  
Additional gifts are welcome.  
 
For information contact Brenda Porter, 
brendaporter@cmc.org.   

The Eckart Roder Education Fund was established in 2003 in memory of Eckart Roder, a 
longtime member of the Colorado Mountain Club. He exemplified the values of mountain safety, 
responsibility and courtesy, the fund’s priorities.  The fund provides support for the educational 
programs of the Denver Group of the CMC and other education programs recommended by the 
Advisory Committee.  Register at www.cmc.org/EckartRoder

Connect with the Denver Group’s online website: 

HikingDenver.net 
for latest about schools, trips and events.

HALL OF 
MOUNTAINEERINg 
EXCELLENCE gALA
The American Mountaineering Museum 
presents its annual Hall of Excellence Gala 
and Induction Ceremony Saturday, April 5, 
5:30 p.m. at the American Mountaineering 
Center in Golden. 

Inductees will be Brad and Barbara Washburn 
(as a duo), mountaineer and rock climber 
Allen Steck and pioneering Himalayan 
explorer Fanny Bullock Workman. The event 
honors individuals for their accomplishments 
both on and off the mountain.

There will be a cocktail reception in the 
museum, catered dinner, induction ceremony 
and guest presentation, to be announced. 

Previous inductees include  Jeff Lowe, 
Arlene Blum, Tom Hornbein, Royal 
Robbins, Yvon Chouinard, Willi Unsoeld 
and Robert Craig, among others. 

Tickets available at: 
www.hallofmountaineering excellence.org 
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DENVER gROUP SCHOOLS
For more information and to register for Denver Group Schools, go to www.cmc.org, log in as a member, and go to CLASSES. Members of other CMC Groups 
are welcome to attend these schools for a $10 surcharge.  Denver Group Standard Refund Policy: “Student/Participant requests for refunds of tuition/fees 
must be requested in writing to the appropriate school or event director. Requests made prior to 30 days before the beginning of the school/event will be 
processed less a $10 handling fee. Requests made within 30 days of the school/event will be refunded at 50% of the amount paid. No refunds will be made after 
the beginning of the school/event. However, a refund less $10 can be obtained if a person is found to take the original student’s place in a school.”

Wilderness First Aid (WFA)
Contact: Carol Giffen  cgbmeup1@msn.com
Class Schedule:  Session 1: Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 
15 (all-day); Session 2:  April 6 and 13; Session 3:  
October 4 and 11; Session 4: Nov. 5, 12, 19, 22
Time:  Evening lectures – 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.; full day, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: AMC
Fee:  Leaders/instructors, $67; members $114 
Registration for Session 1: https://www.cmc.
org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=25585 or call 
Membership Services at 303-279-3080 Ext 2.
 The next Denver Group Wilderness First Aid 
School is Feb. 26 and there are a few spots still available!  
The course will be conducted over 3 Wednesday 
evenings (Feb. 26, March 5 and 12) and all-day 
Saturday (March 15). The next session of the course will 
be offered on two consecutive Sundays April 6 and 13.
 This comprehensive and nationally recognized 
Wilderness First Aid   course follows a standardized 
program established by the Emergency Care and Safety 
Institute, and consists of 10 hours of lecture, 6 hours 
of practical experience and a written exam.  Topics 
include patient assessment, weather related illness, 
trauma, splinting, medical emergencies, altitude illness 
and bites.  A comprehensive textbook is included in 
the fee.  A WFA card good for 3 years is issued upon 
completion.  The course is open to everyone, regardless 
of experience.  Those with experience are encouraged 
to use this comprehensive course as a refresher and 
practice skills we rarely need but are critical to know 
when we need them. Attendance is required at all 
classes to complete the course; however, that can 
happen over a few different sessions.

Ski Mountaineering School (SMS)
Contact: Brendan Reiss, director,  
skimountaineeringschool@gmail.com
Lectures:  Thursdays, March 13, March 20, March 27
Time:  6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Location: AMC
Field Days: Saturdays, April 5, April 19; Friday-
Sunday, May 2-4 and May 23-25
Prerequisites: Include completion of first aid 
and a recent AIARE Level I Avalanche Course (or 
approved equivalent).  If you have not completed 
an avalanche course with at least a two full days of 
field practice, you should enroll in a CMC AIARE 
Level I Avalanche Course or equivalent. Must 
provide own gear. Good level of fitness (should be 
able to hike 1,000 vertical feet in an hour), ability 
to ski black diamond slopes at downhill ski areas, 
familiarity with backcountry skiing, and basic 
mountaineering skills and experience. 
Fee: $140 for CMC members; $160 for non-members
Registration: By application only. Contact director 
(see above). 
 If you are interested in taking your downhill 
skiing skills and experience to the backcountry 
and into the mountains, the Ski Mountaineering 
School may be for you.  The course is intended to 

develop the skills, attitudes, and awareness needed 
for ski mountaineering tours, such as 13er and 14er 
ski descents in Colorado and ski traverses and ski 
mountaineering routes in Europe and Canada.  
 Some of the topics include planning and 
preparation, ski gear and equipment, ski techniques, 
route finding, and avalanche assessment. 
Participants using alpine touring, telemark, or 
split snowboard gear are welcome.  The emphasis 
of this course is not on teaching ski techniques 
but to integrate ski equipment and skills into the 
mountaineering experience.

Fly Fishing School (FFS)
Contact: Laurence Hoess, lhoess@gmail.com or 
720-933-5219 
Class Schedule: 
Wed., April 2, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Wed., April 9, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Thurs., April 10, optional shopping night for those 
needing gear
Wed., April 16, 6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Classes at AMC
Field Days:
Saturday April 19 , 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Lehow
Saturday April 26, senior instructor’s choice of 
time, place and duration.
Fee: $160 You will receive a comprehensive 90 page 
handbook covering all aspects of fly fishing, 20 flies 
and many accessories with a value of $100. You will 
need a rod, reel, line, waders, boots and CO fishing 
license by the first field day (4 weeks after first 
class). If you need gear, Instructors can assist you in 
equipment selection during the class nights. 
Registration: To sign up go to www.cmc.org and 
click on 4/2 on the Classes Calendar or go to www.
hikingdenver.net.   
 If you enjoy the fishing streams and lakes 
of the Rockies, this is for you. The Fly Fishing 
School is designed for both beginning and 
novice anglers. The basics of gear, knots, bugs, 
fish behavior and casting are covered in three 
evening classes and two field days. Our school (or 
similar experience) is required for Denver Group 
fly-fishing trips.  To learn more and register, go 
to www.hinkingdenver.net and click on the Fly 
Fishing School link.

The basics of  
Nature Photography
Contact:  Andy Dolan akd@seanet.com or  
Frank Burzynski fburzynski@comcast.net
Lecture:  May 10 (half day), 8:00 a.m.
Location: AMC 
Optional Field Day: May 17 (half day), 
Roxborough State Park
Presenters:  Andy Dolan and Frank Burzynski
Limit: 20
Fee:  $40 includes field day  (no discount for 
skipping the field day) 
Registration: www.cmc.org/Calendar/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=26021
 Most of us can quickly achieve major 
improvement in the quality of our photos by 
learning and applying a few simple rules.  These 
rules are part of most intermediate and advanced 
photographers’ skill set. After some practice, 
you will almost certainly be delighted with the 
improvement in your nature photography.  
 The first half-day session walks you through 
the fundamentals with lots of examples how 
a simple application of a rule can result in a 
completely different and more attractive photo.  
On the field day in Roxborough Park you apply 
the concepts learned and see the results. While 
this class is aimed at the beginning nature 
photographer, it is open to anyone who thinks a 
refresher in the basic rules is a good thing.  
 New this year is a segment on cameras and 
other hardware that would be useful to beginning 
nature photographers. Enrollment is limited to 20 
so everyone gets individual attention.
 

CALL FOR WILDERNESS 
TREKKINg SCHOOL 

INSTRUCTORS 
The Wilderness Trekking School Committee is 
looking for instructors for the Spring 2014 session 
that begins on Tuesday, April 8. We encourage 
previous WTS instructors and WTS graduates 
to volunteer. Senior instructors must be certified 
CMC trip leaders. All instructors must be 
willing to accommodate all paces and skill levels 
from beginner to advanced. They must love the 
mountains and be eager and able to teach students 
the skills for safe backcountry travel. For more 
information, including application, additional 
requirements, and course schedule, go to http://
www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts. WTSC gives 
preference to applicants who are available for all 
lectures and field days. Applications are due by 
Tuesday, March 4. Send your application to one of 
the following WTS committee members: 
Senior Instructors – Dave Callais, dctstrider@
comcast.net, Returning Associates – Ken Gurvin, 
gurv1@msn.com and New First Time Assistants – 
Sarah Thompson, sethomps@comcast.net 

Lake Lehow
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DENVER gROUP SCHOOLS
Wilderness Trekking School 
(WTS) 
Contact: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/
wts or 303/279-3080 Ext 2 
Lectures: Tuesdays, April 8, 15, 29, and May 13 
and 20 at 6:30 pm, Foss Auditorium, American 
Mountaineering Center, Golden 
Field Days: Your choice of Thursdays April 17, 
24, May 1, 15, and 29; or Saturdays April 12, 26, 
and May 3, 17, 31; or Sundays April 13, 27, and 
May 4, 18, and June 1.
Fee: $100 Denver Group Members; $110 non DG 
members, until April 1; $120 or $130 after April 1.
 Wilderness Trekking School is for all – 
whether you want to bag a few 14ers – OR – 
just want to enjoy the scenery. WTS is a great 
introduction to the Colorado Mountain Club 
and a place to meet new friends. WTS is CMC’s 
largest school, a comprehensive course on 
mountain hiking. Students are all ages, from 18 
to 80. If you’re new to hiking, WTS gives you 
the opportunity to learn how to travel safely – 
and with confidence – in the backcountry. If 
you’re an experienced hiker, WTS gives you a 
chance to review, to enhance your skills, and 
possibly to fill in some gaps. WTS also fulfills 
one of the requirements to obtain a Denver 
Group C hiker classification and to attend Basic 
Mountaineering School. 

Topics include: 
•  Essential gear, helping you decide what you 

need to buy and carry 
•  Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders and 

talus to tundra 
•  Map and compass skills, figuring out where 

you are, navigation and route-finding 
•  Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, 

rain, lightning, and snow 
•  Nutrition, helping you choose what food and 

water to carry 
•  Handling an unexpected night in the 

backcountry and a backcountry emergency
•  Snow travel and avalanche awareness, 

handling unexpected snow on the trail 
• Leave No Trace practices 

 The course consists of five Tuesday night 
lectures, four field days, a group hike, and 
some homework (yes, really!). Students are 
assigned to groups of 10-12 people, based on 
hiking pace, conditioning, and prior experience. 
Instructor teams consist of a senior instructor 
and two assistant instructors. Students have 
the opportunity to learn techniques of safe 
backcountry travel and to practice in a non-
competitive, non-confrontational setting. 
Students plan and complete a hike with their field 
group. WTS is a great place to learn and practice 
new skills, make new friends, and become a safe 
backcountry traveler. 

“I thought I knew a lot about hiking. Was 
I wrong! WTS taught me so much more 
than I imagined.” 

–WTS Student

HIgH ALTITUDE  
MOUNTAINEERINg 
SCHOOL (HAMS)
HAMS is accepting applications for the 
2014 session. Please visit http://www.
hikingdenver.net/schools/hams for more 
info on the school, prereqs, and the 
application form.

WE NEED yOUR PHOTOS!!
The Mountaineer is looking for 
member-submitted digital-camera 
images of seasonal group activities, 
mountain scenery and wildlife to publish 
on a space-available basis without 
compensation. No cellphone photos. 
Please send your submissions to Vicky Gits 
at victoriagits@comcast.net. Put MHM 
photo in the subject line. 

Birding With Mike
Next Courses

Raptors:
1 Class: Wed, April 9 at Jefferson Unitarian 
Church, Golden.  $40
2 field trips: Saturdays, April 12 & 19.  

101: 
3 classes: Wednesdays, April 23, 30 & May 7.  
Same location.
3 field trips: Saturdays, April 26, May 3 & 10.  
$60

Other courses: 
May 21 (Songbirds) and August 27 (Shorebirds) 

Check website for details:   
www.BirdingWithMike.com  

Questions: Mike1.foster@comcast.net

SAVE THE DATE  
FOR THE Dg ANNUAL 
DINNER - NOV. 9
The next Denver Group Annual Dinner 
will be at the Green Center in Golden.  
We have an exciting program planned, 
including our guest speaker Dr. Jon 
Kedrowski.  He is a guide out of Vail, 
Colorado who leads expeditions around 
the world - including Mt Everest and 
Aconcagua.  Dr. Kedrowski recently slept 
on top of all of Colorado’s 14ers.  

More about Dr. Jon can be found at http://
www.jonkeverest.org/.  For more more 
information, contact Jeff Flax at Jeff.Flax@
GMail.com.

BACKCOUNTRY CABIN
www.tundrahut.com

ski • snowshoe  

FLy FISHINg 
PRESENTATION – 
MARCH 20
Pat Dorsey will present “Fly Fishing the 
South Platte River” (Spinney, 11- Mile 
Canyon, Cheesman, and Deckers).  The 
slide show will show these areas of the 
river, how to fish them, and the flies to use.  
Information on Waterton Canyon, North 
Fork and Middle Fork of the South Platte 
will also be available.
March	20
7:00	pm	
American	Mountaineering	Center
Conference	room	D

The FF Section meets from March through 
September at 7:00 pm at the American 
Mountaineering Center, 10th & Washington, 
in Golden in Conference room D. It is open 
to the general public, so bring your friends 
and fishing buddies. The meetings feature 
a guest speaker followed by an educational 
Round Table Discussion on a specific topic or 
skill.  Reserve your seat for all these events by 
registering at www.cmc.org event’s calendar 
under Special Sections.

Wilderness Trekking Group
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2014 - ADVENTURE TRAVEL
For your benefit and enjoyment, the following trips have been reviewed and approved by the Adventure Travel Committee and are officially 
sanctioned by the Colorado Mountain Club. For expanded information about these and other CMC Adventure Travel trips, go to www.cmc.org, 
click on Adventure Travel Trips bar at top of main screen.

Iceland – Landmannalauger to 
Skogar
july 7 - 18
Peter Hunkar:  Peter629comcast.net or 303/323-5775
Fee:  $2,968 Members, $3,057 Non Members
Limit:  10-12
Prerequisites:  Good physical conditioning; Denver 
Hike Classification:  B or equivalent experience
Trip Level:  Elevation Gain 1000 – 3000 daily;  
6 – 10 miles per day

Hike hut-to-hut with Icelandic Mountain Guide 
through multi-colored hills & gullies containing 
hundreds of  steaming hot springs and mud pools; 
a magnificent canyon cut 600 ft down; arctic birch 
forests; a climb up and through a high pass dividing 
two glaciers.  Descend the last day along the Skogaa 
River, enjoy the gorges and waterfalls along the 
way to the seacoast town of Skogar.  Also explore 
Reykjavik.   Accommodations include guest houses 
and mountain huts.

Switzerland – Trek the Haute Route
Aug. 8 - 24
Denise Snow:  denisedansnow@q.com or 719/687-9576
Fee: $2,409 Members; dependent on number of 
participants and exchange rate; Non Members + 3%
Limit:  8
Prerequisites:  Excellent physical conditioning, 
experience hiking in an alpine environment; ability 
to hike 11 consecutive days with elevation gains of 
approximately 2400 ft per day and one day of over 
5300 ft of gain; hiking on trails with exposure and 
using chains, rungs or ladders as aids

Hike the famous Swiss Haute Route and witness one 
of the greatest collections of 4000 meter peaks in 
all of the Swiss Alps.  Visit spectacular valleys, skirt 
hanging glaciers, traverse lonely passes and fill your 
days with wonder.  Travel from Champex, near the 
French border, to the Matterhorn region without 
carrying a tent, sleeping bag or stove.  All nights 
spent in Swiss Alpine club huts, private mountain 
refuges or small hotels.  Accommodations are 
shared room or dormitory; limited opportunity for 
private rooms at additional expense.

Tour of Mont blanc Hike in Italy, 
Switzerland & France
Aug. 31 - Sept. 15
Cynthia Saer:  cyncsaer@gmail.com
Fee:  $3,600 Members; +3% Non-Members
Limit:  12
Prerequisites:  Excellent physical conditioning, 
ability to hike 12 miles per day at a moderate pace; 
daily elevation gain of 4000 ft

Trip is filled but contact Cynthia to be on the wait list.

You will have awe-inspiring mountain views on 
your journey which begins in Milan, Italy with the 
actual treks beginning and ending in Courmayeur 

Italy.  The trip circumnavigates Mont Blanc, the 
highest peak in Western Europe at over 15,770 ft, 
crosses the Italian and French Alps and allows a rest 
day in Chamonix, France.  Accommodations are in 
small hotels or inns and 3 nights in mountain huts, 
double occupancy.  

best Hikes of Italy
Sept. 14 - 26
Terri Morrow:  morrow.terri@gmail.com 
Fee:  $3,950 Members; $4,069 Non Members
Limit:  14
Prerequisites:  Able to hike at a Denver  
Classification Level of B and C

Trip is filled but contact Terri to be on the wait list.

Hike in the Italian  Dolomites, the hills above  
Lake Garda and experience the trails connecting  
the Cirque Terre, five beautiful villages on the 
Italian Riviera. 

great Smoky Mountains  
National Park
Oct. 18 - 26
Chris Dohmen, cattanooga@gmail.com
Fee: $800 - $1,000. Trip starts and ends in Nashville, 
Tenn. Cost includes all ground transportation, 
overnight stays and group meals at cabin or lodge.
Limit: 8 - 10

Experience the beauty of one of the most biodiverse 
regions in America. Spend six or seven days mostly 
touring and hiking in Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. If possible, spend last night at Charit 
Creek, an historic and rustic hike-in lodge with one-
room log cabins in Big South Fork National Recreation 
Area. Our base in the Smokies is a cabin in Townsend, 
Tenn., a few yards from the national park boundary. 
Cabin has a screened-in porch overlooking the creek, 
a deck with a hot tub, wood stove and full kitchen. At 
the cabin we are responsible for all our meals unless 
we decide to go out.  Trip leader has lived in these 
mountains for over a decade and will take you to the 
coolest places at one of the prettiest times of the year. 

best of the grand Canyon
Colorado River Raft & Hike 2015
April 25 - May 7, 2015
Contact: Leaders Blake Clark and Rosemary Burbank 
MUST	RESERVE	NOW	FOR	2015!	
Registration: Register with leaders, 303-871-0379, 
blakerosemary@cs.com. Please call and make your 
reservation before May 15, 2014.
Fee: CMC members - $4,465; deposit is $500 ($300 
non-refundable). For more info see https://www.cmc.
org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=2918
Limit: 18

Experience the canyon on a motorized raft for 188 
miles. Trip  departs from Lee’s Ferry and ends with 
a helicopter ride from Whitmore Wash and a plane 
flight back to the start.  It is ideal for those who 
would like to hike areas that can be reached only 
from the river and those who do not wish to make 
the 7-mile backpack in and out. This is the eighth 
such trip for the CMC.

2015 - ADVENTURE TRAVEL

The Milford Track explores spectacular fiords, waterfalls and 
native forest.  By Tourism New Zealand

       Small  
       Boots 
        Needed!
'Shoes	for	Sherpas'	 
collects and distributes footwear for 
Nepali porters and villagers  
(over 1,500 pairs distributed so far!).  

Donations of hiking boots and hiking  
shoes needed - up to men's size 9.  Must 
have decent tread and no holes.  

For more information:  
email info@ShoesForSherpas.org, visit 
ShoesForSherpas.org, or find us on Facebook.

In brief
july 12 - july 25, 2014 
Peru; Ausangate (20,945’)
Climb the highest peak in southern 
Peru, Ausangate,20,945.’ This technically 
challenging climb in the Cordillera 
Vilcanota includes roped glacier travel, and a 
spectacular 200M 60-70 degree snow climb at 
19,000.’ Before and after the climb, there will 
be time to explore the ancient Incan capitol  
of Cuzco, with its many archaeological sites 
and museums. 
 
july 21 - August 4, 2014  
Mt. Kilimanjaro & Safari
6-day climb of Kilimanjaro (19,340 ft.) on the 
normal Machame Route followed by a 4-day 
budget safari to Lake Manyara, the Serengeti 
National Parks and the Ngorongoro Crater. 
 
August 4 - 10, 2014 
Wind Rivers Wyoming Llama Trek
This trip is a classic Wind River Range trip 
and covers a large portion of the northern 
Popo Agie Wilderness, with glacial cirques 
and many high alpine lakes with plentiful 
trout fishing.   Llamas carry the camping gear!
 
August 15 - 26, 2014  
Mt Ararat/Mt. Musala  
This is the first CMC trip to Turkey in many 
years and our first ever CMC trip to beautiful 
Bulgaria. The trip will offer a combination of 
hiking, cultural experiences, and a limited 
amount of technical mountaineering. The 
outing will offer the opportunity to climb 
the highest peak in both Turkey (Ararat) and 
Bulgaria (Musala) which is also the highest 
peak in the Balkans.
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PROSPER
WEALTH ADVISORS

Brad L. Chumley 
CMC Member

Vernon E. Bass, CFP®

CMC Member
Registered Representative.  Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer,  Member FINRA/SIPC Investment Advisor Representative. Cambridge 

Investment Research Advisors Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Prosper Wealth Advisors are not affiliated.4704 Harlan Street, Suite 660, Lakeside, Co 80212

CMC VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
Please come to our free, annual 
MountainFest, March 21, and find  
out how to get involved in your club.  

Time:  6 to 9 p.m.

Info:  see page 2 or cmc.org/mountainfest

Ways to get involved: 

•   Event Volunteers – Greeters, ushers,  
and set-up

•   Membership Services Support – 
Ongoing administrative help

•   Stewardship and Trails – Trail building, 
maintenance and more

•   youth Education Program – Coaching 
and belaying youth at the climbing wall

•   Outreach Volunteers – Sharing the 
CMC message at a public events and 
club meetings

•   Speakers – Sharing expertise on 
outdoor skills topics, Adventure Travel, 
or related topics with CMC groups

 
Contact:  Brenda Porter,  

brendaporter@cmc.org

Do You Know VERN? Have You Met BRAD?
Well why not?

Vernon E. Bass, CFP® and Brad L. Chumley
Invite you to a small gathering to discuss:

Who they are!  What they do!  And, how that can help you!
Today’s investment landscape is a lot like Colorado, many peaks and valleys.   

Preparing your financial future is similar to planning to climb one of our tallest peaks.   
It takes a plan of action, the right gear, a compass & map to navigate and a team to plan the route.

We would like to be a part of your team!

Come join us for an opportunity to see  
how we are different from the many advisors you know! 

Tuesday March 4th or Tuesday April 8th
7:00pm Desserts and Coffee 

Colorado Mountain Club
710 10th Street

Golden, CO 80401
Please RSVP To Gurney Bartlett at (303) 458-5250

NEW AND PROSPECTIVE 
MEMbER ORIENTATION 
MARCH 25
 Learn about the CMC at our next 
informational meeting for new members 
and those interested in joining. The Denver 
Group offers monthly new member meetings 
for new and prospective members at the 
American Mountaineer Center, 710 10th St., 
in Golden. These meetings feature informative 
and interesting videos and briefings on 
hiking skills and trip policies and are strongly 
recommended for all new members.
 Meetings start at 6:30 pm. For 
information call CMC Office, 303-279-
3080, ext. 2. Signup is not required but is 
preferred. https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=26218
 Meetings dates are as follows: March 25, 
May 21, July 24, Aug. 18, Sept. 29, Nov. 25.

DEADLINE MARCH 1
The deadline is March 1 for submissions to 
the April issue of Mile High Mountaineer. 
The Mountaineer is looking for seasonal 
photos and short, informational articles   
(500 words) on the topic of “wilderness  
how-to.”  Please send submissions to Vicky 
Gits, content editor, victoriagits@comcast.
net. Advertising copy and artwork are due 
Feb. 1 for the March issue. For advertising 
rates see page 8.   Jo
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MARCH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
In 2014 Any member can recruit new CMC members.  Your social activities are a good venue for introducing adult 
family and friends to CMC.  Patricia Leslie and Fred Siersma invite you to host an activity of your choice. Potluck 
gatherings are popular and a great way to bring members together and recruit new ones. Hosting a TGIF, TGIT, or 
TGIW is as easy as making a reservation at your favorite neighborhood café.  And we welcome new ideas.  Call us, 
Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at 303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. 
Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

Saturday 1 – Likely just one month left 
for enjoying cross-country skiing or 
snowshoeing at one of Colorado’s Nordic 
Centers. Snowshoers and cross-country 
skiers check the CMC trip schedule.  More 
Nordic Center trips may be offered by 
CMC leaders. Scott Houchin will be leading 
cross-country day ski trips to Devil’s Thumb 
Nordic Center.  Scott is a ski patrol volunteer 
at Devil’s Thumb and welcomes your 
questions.  303-601-4457.

Friday 7 – TgIF hosted by that world 
traveler, Dick Dieckman.  Chad’s.  5:30-7 
p.m. 275 Union Blvd. in Lakewood. New 
members are always welcome to join us. Call 
Dick 303-980-0573 for directions for finding 
the CMC group in Chad’s.  When you meet 
Dick you may hear about his planned spring 
trips to Peru and Bolivia. Currently he is 
designing and building a guitar custom-
made to a client’s specs. 

Friday 14 – TgIF hosted by Fred Siersma, 
Meet Fred at Hanson’s 1301 S. Pearl, 5:30-
7 p.m.   Contact: 303-751-6639.  Ask Fred 
about his upcoming adventure, 10 days of 
hiking on England’s Cotswold Way, a fairly 
new national trail of just over 100 miles.  
Compared to Colorado, the Cotswolds’ 
highest elevation gain of just over 1,000 
feet offers a new kind of hiking experience. 
The photo below depicts rolling hills of 
what the English call a path between the 
ancient Roman city of Bath and Chipping 
Campden: “ Miles of magical walking, with 
long-distance views  and journeys through 
picturesque villages and past famous ancient 
sites” (National Trails, U.K.).
 

AND Magical Hiking in Colorado.  Once 
the snow clears here are some favorite 
and fun CMC hikes for getting back in 
shape to enjoy our higher elevations.  
Mayflower Gulch (near Leadville), Shrine 
Mountain (near Vail), Chief Mountain (near 
Evergreen), Lake Isabelle (above Boulder, 
Nederland, and near Ward). Tiny Lake 
Isabelle was featured in 5280 Magazine as 
one of the “Great Lakes” in Colorado. 

Saturday 15 - Dinner at Colore Italian 
Restaurant & Pizzeria, 5:00 p.m. This 
restaurant at 2700 South Broadway (at 
Yale) has great food. Those interested will 
take RTD Light Rail to the Symphony (see 
below). Come to one or both events. For 
directions and reservation (required), call 
Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 15 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 
p.m.  Elgar’s Cello Concertto and more. 
Enjoy the concert with a group of CMC 
members and guests. Discount ticket price 
approximately $28. To sign up, or to cancel, 
you must call the host by 11:30 a.m. on the 
day of the concert. Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 29 - Dinner at Le Central, 5 
p.m. This French restaurant at 112 E. 8th 
Ave. is one of the best deals in town. Those 
interested will carpool afterward to the 
Symphony (see below). Come to one or 
both events. For directions and reservation 
(required), call Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 29 - Colorado Symphony, 
7:30 p.m. Rachmaninoff’s “Paganini 
Rhapsody” and more. Discount ticket price 
approximately $28. To sign up, or to cancel, 
you must call the host by 11:30 a.m. on the 
day of the concert. Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Readers Please Note and Help
You can help us add fun and new events to our Social 
Activities Calendar.  We welcome your suggestions and 
encourage you to volunteer to host an event of your 
choice, at a location of your choice, in the coming months.  
Please contact Patricia Leslie or Fred Siersma, contact 
info at the top of this page.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters 
are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Deborah Duke, Arts•A•Fact Design, 
artsafact@msn.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9 A.M.– 6 P.M., Friday 9 A.M.– 3:00 P.M.

DENVER gROUP SECTION 
MEETINg DATES

PHOTOgRAPHy 
SECTION
March 12
Monthly Meetings 2nd 
Wednesday  7:00pm

Contact:  Frank Burzynski,  
fburzynski@comcast.net  
Location:  Lower Level Conference Rm, AMC

gORP 
(Great Outdoors  
Reading Program)
March 13
Monthly Meetings 2nd  
Thursday 7:00 PM. Meeting location TBD. 
For info, stan338@gmail.com

March:   One Man’s West, by David Lavender
April:    Angle of Repose, by Wallace Stegner

FLy FISHINg SECTION
   March 20

Presentation by Pat Dorsey, “Fly 
Fishing the South Platte River” 
(Spinney, 11- Mile Canyon, 

Cheesman, and Deckers), 7:00 PM. 
Conference Room D, AMC
See page 5 of newsletter for details.

MILE HIgH  
MOUNTAINEER  
ADVERTISINg RATES   
Classified	Ads: $.45 per word for  
non-commercial ads; $.65 per word for 
commercial and equipment for-sale ads.    

Display	Ads:	Business Card, 2” x 3.5”: 
$50; 1/4 page, 3.5” x 4.75”: $100; 1/2 page, 
7.5” x 4.75”: $175; full page: $330    

The MHM does not accept personal ads, and 
reserves the right to refuse any ad.  E-mail 
ad text or PDF ads to mhm@cmc.org no 
later than the first of the month prior to 
publication, and call Membership Services 
303-279-3080 Opt 2 with a credit card number 
for pre-payment. Please mention “MHM ad” 
in the subject line of your email.  You may 
advertise by the month or by the quarter. 

	  


