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CMC 102nd Denver Group Annual Dinner
Date:  Nov. 9, 2014
Location: Green Center, School of Mines
Speaker:  Jon Kedrowski, Ph.D., Mountaineer, Adventurist,  

Climber and Guide, co-author with Chris Tomer  
of  “Sleeping on the Summits: Colorado  
Fourteener High Bivys,” 2013.   
(http://www.jonkeverest.org/)

Registration: https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.
aspx?ID=28200 or go to cmc.org, Calendar, Events, Nov. 9.

 

OUR MOUNTAIN LEADERS   
Margaret Turner:
Pushing through fear 
By John Walters

 Margaret Turner got hit hard by a love for the mountains, 
those who climb mountains, and a lifestyle of mountaineering 
achievements and service. How fortunate for hundreds of CMC 
members who have known her!
 Margaret moved to the Denver area in 1997 from San Diego, 
where she had backpacked throughout the Sierras. She joined CMC 
in 2000 to meet people in an outdoor setting, took WTS and, in her 
words, “got hooked.”  
 She liked “the structure and consistency of WTS” and stayed 
on as an assistant instructor, then a senior instructor. She also 
volunteered for the WTS Committee, where in conjunction with Sue 
Downey and Chuck Barnes, she wrote the first WTS student and 
instructors manuals and became the first female Master Instructor.  
 Margaret attended BMS in 2003, which she praised as “one of 
the best experiences of my life.” Such an experience no doubt had 
something to do with her classmates, because ten years later all ten 
of her original BMS classmates, including Mike Zyzda and Dave 
Pellegrini, are still making annual climbs together. 
 Margaret continued taking mountaineering schools: Basic Rock 
Climbing, High Altitude Mountaineering School, and others. True-to-
form, she stayed on as a HAMS assistant instructor, then served on the 
HAMS committee and three years as director of the HAMS seminars.
 Along the way, Margaret put her CMC training to good use. In 
2005, she climbed Kilimanjaro, Kala Patthar in Nepal, and on New 
Year’s Eve watched the sun set on Mt. Everest, describing the event  
as “incredible.” 
 Other high peaks she has climbed include: Mt. Elbrus, but 
turned around for weather, Mt. Rainier with HAMS with two BMS 

“Fear comes out of the unknown. You need to push yourself to expand 

your experience in order to gain confidence to pursue your dreams.”

  

                         -- Margaret Turner 

classmates, Gannett Peak, the highest peak in Wyoming; and Pico de 
Orizaba, the highest peak in Mexico. Margaret has also climbed 52 of the 
Colorado 14ers.
 Now brace yourself! By her own admission, Margaret has “an 
incredible fear of heights.” She says, “Fear comes out of the unknown. 
You need to push yourself to expand your experience in order to gain 
confidence to pursue your dreams.”
 CMC’s greatest personal value? “Lifelong learning and personal 
growth, achieved by constantly pushing myself to the next level.”
 Margaret’s leadership style? “Inspiring others by exposing and 
encouraging them to try new experiences, which helps them to discover 
more about themselves.”
 Thank you, Margaret, for your many contributions to CMC and 
our members. 

Photo by Donna Lynne.  Margaret Turner on North Maroon Peak July 12, 2011.
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CMC MEMBERS CAMPED AT FUTURE NATIONAL 
PARK MORE THAN 100 YEARS AGO
By Lin Wareham-Morris

        The Colorado Mountain Club held its first 
Annual Outing in August 1912, just months 
after the club’s formation in April. For the 
Club’s first outing they made a seven-day 
“camp high on the east slope of Mount Evans” 
in the Bear Creek Basin. As the Club focused 
its efforts toward creation of Rocky Mountain 
National Park, the Second Annual Outing 
would be 13 days of camping, climbing and 
exploring the proposed park area. 

 The official announcement clearly stated  
the intent:

“The Colorado Mountain Club is exerting 
every possible effort to bring about the 
creation by Congress of a National Park 
in that wonderful territory lying along 
the Continental Divide . . . With a 
desire to acquaint our members with the 
extraordinary possibilities of the region 
as a National Playground, the location 
of our second Annual Outing has been 
chosen . . . within twelve miles of Estes 
Park village are magnificent glacial gorges 
and lakes, which are practically unknown 
even to most residents of the Park.”

        
 The Club established a substantial camp of canvas-walled  “tents for sleeping quarters, 
the 12x14 size housing four persons being the favorite. The dining tent consists of a 
substantial ridge pole over which are stretched heavy duck tent flies 16x20 feet … A good 
strong table three feet wide is 
built and a permanent bench 
to sit upon provided a  
tent dining room … one 
hundred feet long to seat  
fifty famished people.”
 The itinerary was 
ambitious: “Exploring 
region east of the crest of 
the Continental Divide and 
lying between Mt. Hallett 
and Longs Peak – including 
Hallett Gorge, Locke Vale, 
Andrew Glacier and Glacier 
Gorge; and visiting Odessa 
Lake, Fern Lake, Lulu Falls, 
Marguerite Falls, Forest  
Canon, East Gorge, Chasm 
Lake and Bierstadt Lake, 
making the ascent of Mt. Hallett  … and Long’s Peak.”
 Thanks to the dedication of our early club members, 100 
years later we can enjoy the magnificence of Rocky Mountain 
National Park.  Thanks to some of today’s dedicated members, 
the CMC is offering member-led climbs of 100 of the 125 
named peaks, hike packages totaling 100 miles in the park, 
and Colorado Native Plant Master wildflower hikes in the 
summer of 2015.  
 For detailed information on the Rocky Mountain 
National Park Centennial Celebration: http://www.cmc.org/
About/YearoftheMountaineer/RMNPCentennial.aspx

VAIL MOUNTAINEER  
TO SPEAK AT ANNUAL  
DINNER NOV. 9 
 Join us for the 102nd CMC Denver 
Group Annual Dinner, Nov. 9, with speaker 
Dr. Jon Kedrowski, co-author of “Sleeping 
on the Summits: Colorado Fourteener High 
Bivys.” The book chronicles Dr. Jon’s 2011 
adventures sleeping on the peaks of  55 
Colorado’s 14ers. 
 This year we return to the Green 
Center on the Colorado School of Mines 
campus.  The newly renovated facility offers 
excellent views and sound for all to enjoy 
the presentation. There is a social/cocktail 
hour from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., followed by 
dinner and our speaker. Tickets are $38 for 
members and non-members.  
 The title of Dr. Jon’s talk is “In Pursuit 
of your Passion: Finding your own Everest.”
 In spring 2011, Kedrowski was laid 
off from his position as a professor of 
geography and facing a career conundrum. 
He took the remainder of his earnings 
from the year as a professor and set off 
on his own path, turning some of his 
passions for the mountains into a career 
as a professional ski-mountaineer, guide, 
TV consultant, speaker, and outdoor 
adventure athlete. In four separate years   
(2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014), he was able 
to find his own Everest, literally, while 
turning his adventures into a full-time 
career and an inspiration for many.
 “In order to be successful in life 
you have to accept and embrace being 
uncomfortable on some level in order to 
push forward and achieve.”
 In May 2014, he climbed and skied 
the 20 highest volcanoes in the Pacific 
Northwest in only 30 days and camped on 
the summits.
 Dr. Jon’s presentation will include 
elements, stories and snapshots from the 
climbing and ski-mountaineering worlds. 
http://www.cmc.org/DenverDinner

CMC members built a tented dining hall for 50 people on the Second Annual CMC 
Outing in 1913. Photo by George Harvey Jr. from the CMC archives 

CMC members on Longs Peak during the Second Annual  
Outing in Estes Park in 1913.

LEADER/SENIOR INSTRUCTOR   
APPRECIATION NIGHT NOV. 18
Calling All - Leaders, Senior Instructors,  
Trip Leader School Grads
5:30-6:30 PM Social Hour/ Beer/Wine/Soft 
drinks and Pizza
Program: 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM, AMC 
Conference Rooms, Golden
• Recognition of Trip Leaders
• Trip Registration Changes
• Leader Scholarship Funding
• WFA Recertification
• Summary of 2013/2014 Accidents/Incidents
Reservations appreciated. Go to cmc.org, 
Events, November 18th.
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BACKCOUNTRY BASH NOV. 15
CELEBRATE THE OUTDOORS
The 22nd annual Backcountry Bash is the Colorado Mountain Club’s signature winter 
event and is a fundraiser for the Colorado Mountain Club’s Backcountry Snowsports 
Initiative and CMC’s conservation work. 
Join our host human-power advocate and pro skier Donny Roth Nov. 15 as we celebrate 
the outdoors and get pumped with a screening of the latest ski film for 2014.

 •  5:30 p.m. - Doors open  
 •   5:30 - 8:00 p.m. - Silent auction, American Mountaineering Museum tours, 

food and beer provided by Avery Brewing Company
 •  8:00 - 8:30 p.m. - Live auction
 •  9 p.m. - Special screening of one of the season’s hottest new ski films

720.432.8099

BRIDGET WALSH
Broker/Owner

We make house calls!!!

www.denverwelcomehome.com

LOUIS PLACHOWSKI
Managing Broker/Owner

2014 DENVER GROUP 
SERVICE AWARD 
WINNERS
Six CMC members are being recognized 
for their contributions to the activities and 
training opportunities the Denver Group 
offers its members. 

The six Service Award Recipients will be 
honored at the Annual Dinner and the 
Volunteer of the Year will be named.  Come 
out to support your favorite honoree and 
learn who is the 2014 Volunteer of the Year.  

The service award winners were chosen 
by the Service Award Committee from 
nominations submitted by the membership. 
The 2014 service award winners are: 

Neil Schliemann
Mike Zyzda
Dave Grimes
Jan Monnier
Norm Arlt
Warren May
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DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10.

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

Basic Mountaineering School  
Contact: Bill Haneghan, cmcpoodle@gmail.com

 Basic Mountaineering School is undergoing 
some changes. While you will still be able to 
take BMS in one complete offering, you will now 
also be able to take individual modules. The two 
options are not interchangeable, however. That is, 
you will either have to take the modular approach 
or the non-modular approach; you won’t be able 
to mix. But you will now have multiple dates 
from which to choose if you elect to follow the 
modular approach.
 One of the modules is Basic Rock Climbing 
School. BRCS will be offered again in the Spring 
of 2015. But we are now offering it in the Fall, as 
well. To repeat, BRCS is part of the requirement 
for BMS if you take the modular path.
 This is an evolving process so stay tuned for 
updates. See the Basic Mountaineering School 
page on hikingdenver.net for more information. 

Knot Tying Seminar
Contact/Director: 303-517-0355, DaveCovill@
gmail.com.
Lectures: Mondays, Nov. 3 and Nov. 10
Time: 6:45 PM
Location: AMC
Fee: $45; $50 for non-Denver Group members
School Associate Dir:  Casey Lems, Casey.Lems@
gmail.com.
Master Instructor:  Dave Pellegrini 303-910-7140, 
David7324@Mac.com.
Knots Guru:  Gerry Roach 303-819-5556, 
GerryRoach@Mac.com.
Knots Scenarios Coordinators:  John Mitchler 
303-278-1915, JDMitchler@AOL.com and Chuck 
Barnes 303-884-8583, Chuck_Barnes@Q.com.
Registration: http://www.kts.cmcschools.org. 
or to: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/
knottyingschool Information can also be obtained by 
contacting the CMC office at 303-279-3080 ext. 2. 

CMC Announces Seventh Annual Knot Tying 
Seminar
 Calling all Knotty Boyz & Girlz !!!   Due to 
popular demand, the Denver Group will offer a two-
night class on tying knots.  This is an opportunity 
for students who wish to continue their climbing 
education to prepare for advanced classes like BMS, 
HAMS, and the various Rock Climbing schools 
offered by the Tech Section. 
Instructors from many schools will be on hand to 
assist. Once students have mastered a set of basic 
knots common to all schools, they can concentrate 
on intermediate and advanced knots in one or more 
disciplines. This is also a great time for climbers to 
refresh skills that have become a bit rusty over the 
years. All CMC members are welcome.
Topics covered include:
•  Ropes, a brief history of climbing ropes, including 

a look at the core of a modern climbing rope

•  Coiling, including various methods taught by  
the CMC

•  Uses for knots, including why we tie the ones we 
do in a given situation

• Webbing, and how to tie knots with webbing
•  Cord, and how to tie knots with smaller diameter 

cord, and when to use it
• Basic knots, common to all climbing situations
•  Intermediate level knots, specific to BMS, HAMS, 

and Tech Section Rock Climbing Schools
• Care for ropes
 Students will first master several basic knots, 
and then have the opportunity to learn various 
knots of their choosing with instructors who 
specialize in those knots. Students who complete 
the class will receive a certificate upon graduation. 
All students will receive a copy of the textbook 
for the course: The Outdoor Knots Book 
(Mountaineers Outdoor Basics) by Clyde Soles, a 
$15.95 value. 
 Students will also receive an 8’ section of 
used 11mm practice rope, a 6’ section of brand 
new 5mm cord for a prussik, and a 6’ section 
of brand new 1” webbing for a runner. Students 
will also receive a discount coupon from a local 
mountaineering store. 
 Lectures are approximately 2-3 hours. 
Students are divided into groups of 2-3 per 
instructor. The course is capped at 40.

Avalanche Terrain Avoidance 
(ATA)
Contact: Linda Lawson lkl14er@comcast.net or
303/793-0144
Session 1:
Lecture: Nov. 13, Thursday
Time: 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Location: Conference Room, AMC, Golden
Fee: $20 Trip Leaders, $30 Non-Trip Leaders; $40
Non CMC Members
Optional Field Day: November 15th, Saturday
Session 2:  January 8 Lecture; January 10th 
Optional Field Day
Session 3:  February 5 Lecture; February 7th 
Optional Field Day

 This 3 hour, one-evening seminar is offered 
to those who wish to AVOID avalanche terrain. 
The seminar is required for non-backcountry 
leaders who wish to lead winter trips in non-
avalanche terrain.
 There is an optional field day on November 
15th, Saturday.  The field day allows students 
to use slope meters to determine potential 
avalanche prone terrain and non-prone 
avalanche terrain as well as to determine route 
finding. These techniques can be taught with or 
without snow conditions.
 Register on-line for the ATA lecture under 
Schools. Register thru the Activity Schedule for 
the Optional Field Trip.
 If you are interested in learning how to use 
probes & beacons as well as rescue techniques, 

please consider enrolling in AIARE Level 1  
which is a 24 hour course consisting of lectures 
and field exercises.

Wilderness First Aid
Refresher Class
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@msn.com
Class: Sunday, Nov. 16
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location:  Main floor conference rooms, St. 
Anthony Hospital, 11600 West 2nd Place, 
Lakewood 80228
Fee: Members, $40; trip leaders, $20
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Events, Nov. 16 or 
call membership services at 303-279-3080, ext. 2.

 Wilderness First Aid Refresher is a shorter, 
renewal-only version of the standard class. 
Students must have completed the course 
within the last four years and have Edition 3 of 
the textbook. Participants will need to pass the 
50-question, closed-book exam with a minimum 
score of 80 percent. Students are advised to 
review the text prior to the class since lectures 
will be very limited. Emphasis will be on “hands-
on” experience.  A WFA card is good for three 
years and is issued upon completion. 

Backcountry Ski Touring 
Contact: joan.rossiter@mindspring.com or 303-
241-7968
Lecture: Tues., Dec. 9
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: AMC
Field Days: Fee includes three on-snow days. 
Saturdays, Jan. 10, 17, 24; Sundays, Jan. 11, 18, 25 
or Tuesdays, Jan. 13, 20, 27.
Prerequisites: none
Fee: $95 for CMC Denver Group members. $105 
for non-members. For returning students who 
were enrolled in one of the last three years, $80. To 
request returning-student discount contact CMC 
Member Services, 303-278-3080 x2. 
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, Dec. 9 
or https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.
aspx?ID=28338

 Experience Colorado’s finest snow, away 
from the crowds and costly lift tickets! Learn 
to cross-country ski and get prepared to ski 
backcountry trails using classic Nordic-style 
technique. (No AT or Tele gear allowed in this 
school.) We can accommodate students from 
never-evers to folks who have skied for years.  
If you’ve never stood on skis, or have years of 
experience and just want to fine-tune your skills, 
we’ve got a class for you.  Classes are small - 
often less than ten students - with at least two 
instructors 
 In December, we start with a lecture 
covering avalanche awareness, clothing, and 
selection of skis. In January, you’ll get three full 
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days on the snow with lessons geared to your 
level of skill and endurance.  
 The first on-snow day is at a nordic 
center and focuses on helping you to become 
comfortable on skis and to learn basic flat-track 
skills. The second ski day will emphasize basic 
downhill techniques as well as maneuvers for 
going uphill. 
 The third day is a trip into the backcountry 
to apply your newly learned skills and advance 
your technique.  The locations are tailored to the 
skill level of your group to maximize your skiing 
experience.  Tuition includes the lecture, three 
days of lessons, a trail pass for the first day and 
lift ticket for the second day. Topics include:  
•   Proper skis/gear/clothing for the terrain and 

conditions you want to ski
•  Better balance techniques
•  Diagonal stride, including poling
•  Downhill maneuvers and stopping
•  Turning maneuvers
•   Climbing maneuvers - herringbone, side-step, 

side-step traverse, etc.
•  Avalanche awareness

Basic Ice Climbing Seminar 
Contact: Bill Haneghan, director,  cmcpoodle@
gmail.com 
Lecture: 6 - 9 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20;
Location: AMC
Field Day: Saturday Feb. 24; Location to be 
determined (Feb. 25 alternative for inclement 
weather) 
A session tentatively scheduled the previous week 
will be available especially for HAMS students.
Prerequisites: Basic Rock Climbing Seminar 
or equivalent and at least 10 days climbing 
experience on rock
Class Limit: 15 
Fee: $75 DG Members; $85 non-DG Members 
Registration: cmc.org

 BICS will introduce novice or experienced 
rock climbers to the basics of ice-climbing and 
teach them to safely enjoy the sport in top-rope 
settings. The course focuses on equipment, safety 
and technique. Students must be competent in 
basic climbing safety systems, including belaying, 
communication, tying-in, etc. BICS does not 
teach avalanche awareness or avalanche safety. 
These topics are covered in the Avalanche Terrain 
Avoidance Seminar or AIARE Level 1 School. 
If you are interested in learning to lead on ice, 
and are an experienced trad leader, consider the 
Technical Ice Climbing School.

AIARE Level 1 
Avalanche School
Contact:  Tom Creighton, tecreighton@msn.com
Session 1: February 6, 7, 8 Lectures & Field Days 
Empire & Berthoud; 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Session 2:  March 4 & 5 Lectures @ AMC 6:30 
– 9:30 pm; Field Days March 7 & 8 Empire & 
Berthoud 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Fee: Session 1 Denver Members $215; Non-Denver 
Members $225; Session 2 Denver Members $240; 
Non-Denver Members $250
Limit: 28 students per session
Prerequisites: Students may use skis or snowshoes 
during field exercises; those with skis need to be 
able to ski proficiently in the backcountry at an 

intermediate level
Registration: on-line at cmc.org, Calendar, 
Events, Feb. 6 or  https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=28238

 If you participate in winter activities such as 
ice or snow climbing, backcountry telemark or 
tour skiing, ski mountaineering or snowshoeing 
in the backcountry, you want to know what 
AIARE (American Institute of Avalanche 
Research and Education) Level 1 training can do 
for you.
 Decision Making in Avalanche Terrain Level 
1 is a 3-day/24-hour introduction to avalanche 
hazard management that: 
• Provides a basic understanding of avalanches 
• Describes a framework for decision making and 
risk management in avalanche terrain. 
 This class is required for certification 
of all CMC Denver backcountry winter trip 
leaders after Sept. 30, 2011.  Backcountry 
winter leaders certified prior to Sept. 30, 2011, 
were grandfathered until 2016 to fulfill this 
requirement.  
 Field days will be held IN AVALANCHE 
TERRAIN. Probe techniques and beacons will 
be used as components of companion rescue. 
Students need to have their own beacon, shovel, 
probe; rental of the avalanche package may be 
made from local gear retailers. 
 Level 1 focuses on identifying the right 
questions, rather than on providing answers and 
gives lessons and exercises that are practically 
oriented, useful, and applicable in the field. 
 Learning Outcomes: Plan and prepare for 
travel in avalanche terrain; recognize avalanche 
terrain; describe a basic framework for making 
decisions in avalanche terrain; learn and apply 
effective companion rescue 
 Want to save some $$ and commit to 
backcountry winter trip leadership or assisting 
with ATA or AIARE in the future? Contact: Linda 
Lawson, lkl14er@comcast.net for scholarship 
information for CMC Denver leaders offered by 
Denver Safety & Leadership Committee.

Ski Mountaineering School
Contact: John Morrone, jmorrone57@gmail.comz 
Class:   Thursdays March 12, 19, 26
Time: 6-9 p.m.
Location: AMC, Golden
Field Days: March 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 
2, 9. plus multi-day weekend final trip (1 of 2) May 
16-18 or 23-25. 
Registration: www.cmc.org, beginning in February.
Deadline: March 10 
Prerequisites:
•   AIARE Level 1 class completion or  

concurrent enrollment, and experience with 
beacon, probe, shovel 

•   Owning (or renting) ski or splitboards with 
full-width skins and ski crampons (no snowshoe 
travel), ice axe and boot crampons, and modern 
ski or snowboard boots and bindings and 
experience in travel using them

•   Experience with backcountry winter conditions 
and alpine location outings 

•   Knowledge of map reading, map-compass-
altimeter and /or GPS navigation 

 Ski Mountaineering School is the 
introduction to high altitude mountain and peak 
ski and snowboard travel and descending in 

Colorado. Participants are expected to be high 
level blue-slope to black-diamond, downhill-
capable skiers (tele, AT or snowboard), with 
some experience in backcountry ski/ splitboard 
and high mountain travel in steep terrain and 
varied conditions.
 The class will progress from initial winter-
conditions trip planning, snow-safety review, 
travel techniques, safe route selection, group 
dynamics  and efficient travel with moderate 
half-day routes, through spring conditions with 
bigger objectives, longer days and steeper terrain 
as snowpack and skill levels improve. 
 Final weekends will be overnight (possibly 
hut-based) with major peak climbs and 
descents.  Previous years included skiing Elk 
and Front Range 14ers, Brainard Lake peaks and 
Independence Pass and Red Mountain Pass tours 
and peaks. Instructor pool includes experienced 
backcountry and ski mountaineering AT, 
Splitboard and Tele staffers, AIARE instructors, 
and skilled downhill skiers and PSIA instructors. 
Trips will generally have a 2:1 student to 
instructor ratio or better.

High Altitude Mountaineering
 The High Altitude Mountaineering School 
was created for members interested in preparing, 
planning, learning and practicing alpine skills 
needed to safely climb and enjoy high, glaciated 
mountains, including Mt. Rainier, Denali, the 
Andes and the Himalayas. HAMS culminates in a 
high peak climb of Mt. Rainier or similar peak. 
 HAMS begins in mid-January.  The exact 
dates, lectures (Wednesday evenings) and field 
trips are being finalized. 
 Applications are now being accepted and 
reviewed, so please consider if you are a BMS 
graduate (or have equivalent skills/experience) 
and are interested in glaciated, high peak climbs!
 For more information: 
http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/hams

BACKCOUNTRY SKI 
TOURING SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTOR TRYOUT
NOV. 15, SATURDAY  
(Location & Time TBD)

 Want a chance to improve your ski skills and 
have fun sharing your experience?  The ski school is 
looking for skiers interested in teaching cross country 
skiing. You don’t need to be an expert or have 
teaching experience as our superb instructors’ clinics 
will prepare you for the teaching experience.  All 
you need to have is some good basic skiing skills and 
the desire to learn.  The tryout session is designed 
to allow the participants to show their skills and to 
learn the basics of instructing in the ski school.  The 
school teaches several different levels, so we can 
place you with a senior instructor as an assistant 
instructor at a level you are comfortable with.  The 
tryout session will take a better part of the day.  
 The qualifying instructors MUST be able to 
attend the two Saturday Instructors’ Clinics held 
December 6 and 13. 
 To sign up or if you need more information 
please call Blake Clark, 303-871-0379,   
blakerosemary@cs.com.
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

Dec. 26 - Jan. 4, 2015
Mexico High Peaks 
Pico de Orizaba 18,475’
Izta 17,350’
Nevado de Toluca 15,200’
Sierra Negra 15,025’
La Malinche 14,500’

Fee:   $1,400 not including air fare
Limit:   11-12  

 For a trip application packet, contact the 
trip leader: davecovill@gmail.com
Phone calls are OK during normal hours, at 
303-517-0355-cell. 
Prerequisites: Recent graduation from a Club 
high altitude or advanced mountaineering 
school, and good physical conditioning. 
Equivalent experience such as BMS and 
alpine climbs will be considered. D rating 
preferred; C considered.
 Another HAMS-level Adventure Travel 
trip to the highest mountains in Mexico. 
Orizaba, third highest peak in North America 
and a country highpoint, is a straightforward 
climb on snow in good conditions. Izta has less 
snow climbing involved, but is more strenuous.  
Nevado de Toluca is a scramble, La Malinche is 
Class 2, and Sierra Negra is a walkup. These are 
five of the six highest peaks in Mexico.
 Trip leader is Dave Covill, leader of a 
9-man, 2009 Orizaba trip as well as a 12-person 
trip to the volcanoes last January. Dave is a 
Denver Group Senior Instructor for Winter 
Camping, Knot Tying, Wilderness Trekking, 
and High Altitude Mountaineering Schools. 
 We will conduct several conditioning 
training hikes, at least one of which will be 
mandatory. The Mexican volcanoes are a logical 
next step for Colorado climbers wishing to test 
themselves for higher altitude, or moderate 
alpine snow conditions. Group will use Sierra 
Negra and possibly La Malinche as acclimation 
climbs pre-Orizaba. We will climb Izta after 
Orizaba, and Nevado de Toluca as a finale.
 Last year we performed a cleanup on La 
Malinche, removing many large bags of trash, 
and we will look to do the same this time.  
 We use the Canchola House B&B,  
which caters to American style travelers, with 
small bedrooms, meals cooked for us, and 
other amenities.
 Participants will be selected by 
qualifications, not by date of application.  
Must possess crampons, axe, helmet, harness. 
 The posted trip cost includes all ground 
transportation; lodging in Amecameca and 
Tlachichuca (breakfasts & dinners – double 
rooms) water, gas fuel, sat phone rental and 
minutes; contingency; gratuities; leader 

expenses; CMC admin expenses.
 For more info see http://www.
hikingdenver.net/archives/7573

Jan. 21-26, 2015
Yellowstone in Winter  
 Steaming geysers, bison, elk, deer and 
other wildlife are all part of the experience of  
Yellowstone National Park in winter. Skiers, 
snowshoers, nature lovers and photographers 
will all enjoy the convenient trails leading 
directly from the Yellowstone Snow Lodge to 
the geysers and waterfalls. Enjoy Yellowstone 
without the crowds! The trip includes bus 
transportation to Flag Ranch and snow coach 
to the park, 1 night at the Antlers Motel in 
Jackson, 3 full days and 4 nights in the Old 
Faithful area, most meals and a horse-drawn 
sleigh ride. For more information and to 
register, see www.cmc.org, Calendar, Events, 
Jan. 21. Or contact Cindy Ward at cindy.
ward99@gmail.com or 314-707-8058.  Non-
CMC members are welcome! 
 The trip begins at the Antlers Motel in 
Jackson, Wyo., Wednesday evening, Jan. 21, 
(special discount fares available if you wish to 
fly into the Jackson Airport) and concludes 
Monday afternoon, Jan. 26, at the Jackson 
airport. Airport shuttles to and from Jackson 
are available.
 
Feb. 20 – March 8, 2015 
World Summit Series,  
 Mt. Kosciuszko, Australia and 
Tasmania Visit Sydney and Kosciuszko 
National Park; climb Kosciuszko (one of the 
Seven Summits); visit Tasmania with 4 days 
of guided walks to alpine and coastal regions 
on this beautiful island.

April 25 - May 7, 2015 
Grand Canyon Raft & Hike  
 Take a motorized, 188-mile raft trip and 
add 5 extra days for hiking along the way.  
This 12-day trip ends with a helicopter ride 
out of the canyon and a plane flight back to 
the put-in.  For B & C hiking levels. Contact 
leaders Blake Clark and Rosemary Burbank 
for space availability and waiting list, 303-
871-0379; blakerosemary@cs.com. Fee for 
CMC members - $4,465; deposit is $500 
($300 nonrefundable). Experience the canyon 
on a motorized raft for 188 miles. 

May 13 – 26, 2015 
Scotland’s Highland Way and Ben 
Nevis Climb
 Hike Scotland’s West Highland Way for 
95 miles beside lochs, waterfalls, and craggy 
mountains in the Scottish Highlands.  Then 
climb to the summit of “the Ben” (4,409 feet), 
weather permitting. While hiking will be the 
trip’s focus, the group will also tour medieval 
Edinburgh, Stirling, the Eliean Donan Castle in 
the Scottish Highlands, and a Scotch distillery.

Everest Trek and Island Peak 
Climb - Sept. 26 to Oct. 18, 2015 
 Join Pemba Sherpa, a native of the 
Khumbu region of the Nepal Himalayas. 
Pemba has been guiding visitors to his 
homeland since 1986 and will do so again 
with an Everest trek and Island Peak climb. 
This is a classic Nepal experience that will 
take you into the heart of the world’s majestic 
Himalayan Mountains. The Everest trip walks 
us through the renowned Khumbu region. 
In the “Land of the Sherpa,” we partake in 
Nepalese and Tibetan cultures as they have 
existed for centuries. We venture through 
unspoiled terrain while you will marvel at the 
close-up views of Everest and its neighbors.  
We will also spend time with Pemba’s family 
in the “off-the-beaten- path”  Sherpa village 
of Sengma and will relax for a couple of days 
in Nepal’s colorful capital city of Kathmandu. 
The cost is $3668, $4105 for those climbing 
Island Peak. For more information please 
call Pemba Sherpa 303-525-6508  E-mail: 
pemba@sherpaascent.com
 
 

ARE YOU CREATIVE? 
WANT TO PUT IT TO 
GOOD USE? 
We are looking for a volunteer  
graphic designer to take over 
the monthly design of The 
Mountaineer.   

Experience with Adobe 
Indesign helpful. 

Please contact Vicky Gits,  
victoriagits@comcast.net.   
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THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP IS 
REQUIRED BY THE US POSTAL  

SERVICE TO BE PUBLISHED ANNUALLY.

Did you know the Denver Group is on social media? Follow us on Facebook and  
Twitter for the latest info on upcoming schools and events and share your recent  

CMC trip photos with us! 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CMC_Denver 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/CMC_Denver

PROSPER
WEALTH ADVISORS

Brad L. Chumley 
CMC Member

Vernon E. Bass, CFP®

CMC Member
Registered Representative.  Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer,  Member FINRA/SIPC Investment Advisor Representative. Cambridge 

Investment Research Advisors Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Prosper Wealth Advisors are not affiliated.4704 Harlan Street, Suite 660, Lakeside, Co 80212

Do You Know VERN? Have You Met BRAD?
Well why not?

Vernon E. Bass, CFP® and Brad L. Chumley
Invite you to discuss:

Who they are!  What they do!  And, how that can help you!
Today’s investment landscape is a lot like Colorado, many peaks and valleys.   

Preparing your financial future is similar to planning to climb one of our tallest peaks.   
It takes a plan of action, the right gear, a compass & map to navigate and a team to plan the route.

We would like to be a part of your team!

Prosper Wealth Advisors offers all CMC members  
a complimentary portfolio review.   

Call today to schedule yours.  

Call Lori Sittner at (303) 458-5250 to make an appointment.

2014 HUNTING 
SEASONS* 

The 2014 hunting season date ranges are:

Archery 
Current through Sept. 28

Muzzle-loading 
Sept.	13	-	Sept.	21

Rifle 
Oct.		11-15;	Oct.	18-26;	 
Nov.	1-9;	Nov.	12-16

 Your personal safety is of utmost 
importance. Please be sure to wear safety 
clothing such as an orange vest and/or 
orange ball cap as well as tie an orange 
handkerchief or orange hunter’s vest on 
the back of your pack.
 Wearing red clothing is not a 
substitute for wearing orange apparel  
as red apparel  tends to appear brown 
when the viewer is in the shade or 
viewing at dusk.
 When leading a group in areas  
where hunting is allowed, it is a safer 
practice to have both the front and rear 
leader wearing orange and to keep the 
group together.
 

* Check the Colorado Parks & Wildlife website for 
specifics; dates for public and private lands differ.
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NOVEMBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
In 2014 Any member can recruit new CMC members.  Your social activities are a good venue for introducing 
adult family and friends to CMC.  Patricia Leslie and Fred Siersma invite you to host an activity of your 
choice. Potluck gatherings are popular and a great way to bring members together and recruit new ones. 
Hosting a TGIF, TGIT, or TGIW is as easy as making a reservation at your favorite neighborhood café.  
And we welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

Readers please plan ahead and register online via 
cmc.org, “Trips” for our annual Thanksgiving Day 
Hike & Dinner. Description below on the 27th.

Saturday 1 - Dinner at Le Central, 5:00 p.m.  
This French restaurant at 112 E. 8th Ave. is one 
of the best deals in town. Those interested can 
carpool afterward to the Symphony (see below). 
Come to one or both events. For directions and 
reservation (required), call Bob Shedd, 303-733-
2815.

Saturday 1 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m.  
Mozart, Mahler, and more.  Discount tickets $18 
(call early, if possible, to ensure this price).  To 
sign up, or to cancel, you must call the host by 
11:30 a.m. on the day of the concert.  Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815.

Friday 7 – TGIF at Chad’s 5:30 -7:00 p.m.  
275 Union.  Dick, our world traveler, is back 
from Spain.  New members, we look forward to 
meeting you and encourage you to bring adult 
family and friends too.   Meet other CMC’ers 
getting ready for skiing and snowshoeing, and/ 
or catch up with others from CMC hikes this past 
summer. Dick 303-980-0573.

Friday 21 – TGIF at the Bull and the Bush 
Brewery, a famous and favorite spot. 5:30- 7:00 
p.m. You will need to contact Fred Siersma either 
by e-mail at FredSiersma@aol.com or call him 
(303) 751-6639 a couple of days before to find the 
CMC group meeting place in this very popular 
Friday afternoon venue located at 4700 Cherry 
Creek Drive South.

Saturday 22 - Dinner at Colore Italian 
Restaurant, 5:00 p.m.  This restaurant and 
pizzeria at 2700 South Broadway has great 
food. Those interested will take RTD Light Rail 
afterward to the Symphony (see below). Come to 
one or both events.  For directions and reservation 
(required), call Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 22 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 
p.m.  Dvorak Cello Concerto and more.  
Discount tickets $18. To sign up, or to cancel, you 
must call the host by 11:30 a.m. on the day of the 
concert.  Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Thursday 27 – Thanksgiving Day Hike and 
Dinner.  New members and others will have fun 
at our annual short easy A level hike followed 
by dinner at a nearby restaurant.   It’s a CMC 
tradition for members, family, and friends to 
enjoy the outdoors, depending on the weather, 
of course, before gathering for dinner.  Signing 
up with cmc.org online for the hike provides you 
with a dinner reservation as well.  Questions? P. 
Leslie    pleslie.leslie@gmail.com

December Previews:  Our Annual Christmas 
Day Nordic trip for cross-country skiing and 
snowshoeing.  This year we will head to the 
Breckenridge Nordic Center where there is a 
beautiful, huge, new lodge. The addition of this 
new facility will make your experience great:  
rentals are easy, the usual miles of various levels 
of groomed cross-country trails for all levels of 
skiers, snowshoe trails, and a roomy place to hang 
out on comfy couches between runs and gather 
with your group.  Sign up early online via cmc.
org, it’s a popular trip, and even so we always need 
drivers since we carpool as a group from Denver 
to Breck.

Watch the December calendar for Nordic trips with 
CMC leaders Jay Fell and Patricia Leslie, Dec. 6, 
Tim Gattone, Dec. 13, and  John Manzione’s trip to 
Stevens Gulch.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters 
are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Deborah Duke, Arts•A•Fact Design, 
artsafact@msn.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9 A.M.– 6 P.M., Friday 9 A.M.– 3:00 P.M.

DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES

PHOTOGRAPHY 
SECTION
November 12
Monthly Meetings 2nd 

Wednesday  7:00pm
Contact:  Frank Burzynski,  
fburzynski@comcast.net  
Location:  Lower Level Conference Rm, AMC

FLY FISHING SECTION
Activities resume in March

MILE HIGH  
MOUNTAINEER  
ADVERTISING RATES   

Classified Ads: $.45 per word for  
non-commercial ads; $.65 per word for 
commercial and equipment for-sale ads.    
Display Ads: Business Card, 2” x 3.5”: 
$50; 1/4 page, 3.5” x 4.75”: $100; 1/2 page, 
7.5” x 4.75”: $175; full page: $330    

The MHM does not accept personal ads, 
and reserves the right to refuse any ad.  
E-mail ad text or PDF ads to mhm@cmc.
org no later than the first of the month 
prior to publication, and call Membership 
Services 303-279-3080 Opt 2 with a credit 
card number for pre-payment. Please 
mention “MHM ad” in the subject line 
of your email.  You may advertise by the 
month or by the quarter. Contact editor: 
victoriagits@comcast.net

DEADLINE NOVEMBER 1
The deadline is November 1 for 
submissions to the December issue of  
Mile High Mountaineer. The Mountaineer 
is looking for seasonal photos and short, 
informational articles  (500 words) on the 
topic of “wilderness how-to.”  Please send 
submissions to Vicky Gits, content editor, 
victoriagits@comcast.net. Advertising 
copy and artwork are due November 1  
for the December issue. For advertising 
rates see above.   

Breckenridge Nordic Center


