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 John G. Clay passed away May 31, 2013 at age 82 with his family 
at his side after battling cancer.   John was passionately committed to 
helping others. He was a teacher, mentor, coach, scoutmaster and two-
term education volunteer to the Peace Corp in Tanzania.
 His wisdom, hard work and the joy he found in educating and 
mentoring others was greatly respected by those who knew him. But 
perhaps what John is most famous for at CMC was serving as host of 
the In-State Outing from 1980 to the late 2000s, almost 30 years. 
 Some wonderful ISO sites were American Basin, Mt Zirkel 
Wilderness, Scofield Park, Marble, Gothic, Hancock, Vicksburg, 
Cimarron River Gunnison, Woods Lake Telluride, Reudi Reservoir, and 
on and on. We were not in campgrounds.
 John’s daughter, Mibby Lewis, who was in the restaurant business, 
planned the menus. Not the ones you would expect to find in the 
wilderness — but rather all fresh fruits, vegetables and meats, along 
with made from scratch baked goods. She would buy throughout 
the year to get the best prices. How do you keep that volume of food 
fresh (40 participants plus 20 staff x two weeks x 3 meals/day = 2,520 
meals) in the wilderness? Mibby would arrange fresh food drops in 
the wilderness throughout the two-week period.  
 John was a teacher so he would hire around 20 of his students to 
come to the ISO for menial wages (and tips from us). The students were 

teenage kids who worked half the time and played the other half — great kids! They loved Colorado’s backcountry 
and were thankful for the opportunity to be there. They were from different states where John taught. 
 Whenever anyone talked about the ISO it was about THE FOOD, never mind the spectacular 
hiking and scenery—WE CAME TO EAT! 
 Breakfast was always huge bowls of fresh fruit, hot cereal, toast, then eggs, hash browns and bacon 
or pancakes and sausages or French toast and ham, etc. 
 Since hiking was the primary objective, climbs would often start at 5 or 6 a.m. and the Clay family would 
accommodate the early morning hikers with breakfast and lunch at their ungodly hour of departure. Normally 
breakfast was at 7 a.m. After breakfast, lunch items were set out for us to make our lunches. Fresh roast meat (we 
never had lunch meat), fresh fruit, homemade cookies, homemade granola, etc. Climbs would run late too. 
 I remember one year we climbed Mt. Princeton and instead of going back to camp, we decided to skip 
dinner and go to the hot springs instead. We rolled in around 9 p.m. and were in big trouble  — we signed out 
for the climb but not the hot springs. Safety first and we knew we screwed up. The Clays were worried something 
happened and we were sorry for being inconsiderate. Unexpectedly, our dinners were left for us, kept warm in the 
oven. We were loved!
 CMC leaders planned spectacular hikes in the area and members would sign up, but all we’d talk 
about on the hike was what our afternoon snack would be.

Turkey Thursday
  Mibby would put out a huge bowl of iced shrimp or fruit or something. Then our conversation 
moved on to dinner. One night would be Mexican night - tacos, enchiladas, the works and always a fresh salad, 
homemade soup (we’d try to identify yesterday’s leftovers in the soup) and wonderful homemade desserts and 
always one ice cream night. 
 One night was Italian, with three or four sauces and pasta and fresh garlic bread, etc.   But the 
unforgettable night was Thursday  - Thanksgiving  - whole turkeys, dressing and all the fixings. Are you kidding 
me in the middle of the wilderness? One year, the bears got our turkeys. They apparently liked Thanksgiving 
too. We also had a talent night, educational lectures, campfires — scary stories (such as Elvis Guinn reciting the 
Cremation of Sam McGee), s’mores and all. Thankfully the bears did not attend our programs.
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As a cook and host of the In-State Outing for 
nearly 30 years, John G. Clay’s food service, 
hospitality and dedication were legendary. 

 John’s son, John Jr., and his family from 
Michigan were also a part of this production — it 
was a Clay family affair. We watched the Clay and 
Lewis family children grow up. John Jr. would come 
out from Michigan two weeks before the outing and 
stay two weeks after to help his dad. 

Sun Showers
 The kids would fill our sun showers in the 
creek every morning and when we returned from 
hiking we had a hot shower waiting in an enclosure, 
it doesn’t get any better! 
 Many of us were overwhelmed year after 
year by the “lavishness” we enjoyed in the backcountry 
and all for $325 per week.  The $325 paid for all the 
food, permits, equipment repairs and new equipment, 
supplies, wages for John, Mibby and the students. 
John’s goal was to have the outing revenue sustain all 
the costs and nothing more. John was paid far less 
than minimum wage for all the long hard hours he 
worked. It wasn’t about the money for John. He did it 
because he found joy and satisfaction from his labors.
 On behalf of the many CMCers like 
myself, we recognize the John G. Clay family for 
their years of outstanding service to the CMC and 
all the selfless contributions they made to the club 
as hosts of the ISO. We so appreciated ALL you did 
for us. NO ONE WILL EVER DO IT BETTER!  Our 
sincerest thanks for a wonderful 30 years!
 (Note: Sheryl Randall attended numerous 
in-state outings during the Clay family’s tenure.)
 

By Sheryl Randall and Karen Hickey

The food tent could accommodate as many as 40 participants 
consuming three meals a day. In 1989, the In-State Outing 
was held on public lands not far from the Slumgullion 
mudslide area outside Lake City in the San Juan Mountains. 
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ADAPTIVE FLY 
FISHING & FORUM 

March 19 
By Celia Dunlap, 
Fly Fishing Section meeting coordinator

 Peter Pauwels will present “Accessible 
Adaptive Fishing for the Disabled” at 7 p.m. 
March 19, at the Conference Room D, AMC, 
the first in a series of monthly events. 

 Peter will talk about and show photos 
of the adaptive fishing gear built in the 
engineering department at Craig Hospital 
to allow individuals to fish despite physical 
limitations.  He will describe the types of 
modified gear created for the needs of what 
are called low and high quadriplegics.  

 Peter was instrumental in gaining 
handicapped fishing access at Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal. His presentation will include slides of 
patients from Children’s and Craig hospitals 
fishing with adaptive gear.   

 Come early (6:15) and join the open 
forum discussion about fly fishing. The public 
is welcome. Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, 
March 19.

 The Fly Fishing Section meets monthly, 
March through September.  

To learn more: www.cmcflyfish.org.

 BIRDING WITH MIKE
Shorebirds 

class Apr 22, Aug 26 & Sept 9 
field Apr 25, Aug 29, Sept 12

Birding 101 
class Apr 29, May 6 & 13 

field May 2, 9 & 16

Classes at Jefferson Unitarian Church, Golden
Field trip locations TBA during first class

www.BirdingWithMike.com  
answers most of your questions

Questions, and to sign up: 
Mike1.foster@comcast.net

 

DIFFICULT BACKPACK
Escalante Canyons
May 2-8, 2015
 Join us for a 5-night backpack into some of the wildest terrain on planet Earth. We will be 
guided by canyon expert Herb Taylor.  He and CMC leader Stan Moore have teamed up to offer this 
trip.   Herb is very knowledgeable with over 1600 days in Utah canyons, and eager to share some of his 
secrets.
The trip is near Escalante, Utah.  We will do a loop hike from the Early Weed Bench trailhead, located 
off the Hole in the Rock Road.  Our route will be down Twenty-five Mile Canyon, across Baker Bench, 
exploring Moody and East Moody canyons, across another high bench, and exit via Scorpion Gulch.
 This is NOT an on-trail hike, nor an easy guided trip with llamas and catered meals! It’s a 
backpack across confusing rough terrain where “miles and elevation gain” are meaningless and pack 
animals cannot go.
There will be many obstacles to be scrambled over/around. Difficulties will include exposed slickrock 
and other desert hazards. Possible rappels. Participants should have backpack and rappelling 
experience and be comfortable hiking off-trail over varied terrain.  Having a screw loose helps, too.
 Drive out on Saturday, May 2, in time for dinner in Escalante before driving to car camp at the 
trailhead.  Hike out Friday, May 8, in early afternoon.  Discussion of logistics, gear, maps, food and tent 
sharing, etc. will be done by email later.  There may be a pre-trip meeting.  Individual food.
 Feel free to contact leader with questions.  To sign up, register with leader after Feb. 1.  
Stan Moore, 303-929-7802\stan338@comcast.net

Peter Laux
By Brenda Porter
Membership and Adventure Travel Director

 “Pete” Laux passed away peacefully 
Feb. 6 after a short illness. Pete was an avid hiker, 
Native Plant Master and geologist. An active 
trip leader for the CMC Denver Group and 
State Education program, Pete led many natural 
history trips and was a wonderful teacher and 
leader.   Peter’s enthusiasm and skill in sharing 
the wonders of nature with CMC members and 
the public was inspiring.  During his 15 years as 
a member and volunteer, the CMC was enriched 
with his leadership.
  Peter also volunteered at Roxborough 
and Castlewood Canyon state parks and the Den-
ver Museum of Nature and Science. He was also 
an enthusiastic member of the Denver Archeo-
logical Society, Schlaraffia, and MEPSI.
 In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to Castlewood Canyon State Park, 2989 
South State Highway 83, Franktown, CO  80116 
or to Roxborough State Park, 4751 East Roxbor-
ough Drive, Roxborough, CO 80125 with “Scott 
Fund – Pete Laux” in the memo line. 
 A celebration of Pete’s life will be 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., March 21, in the Leprino Atrium 
at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. 

Richard Hahn
 Services were held for Richard  “Rick” Hahn Feb. 14 at Wellshire Presbyterian Church.  Rick 
was a CMC Denver member since 1989 and a leader who completed all Colorado 14ers, as well as 
climbing Elbrus and other major peaks. 

Peter Laux, Beaver Brook Trail

Peter Laux

Giles Toll, Butler Gulch
Photo provided by family

Giles Toll
By Vicky Gits
 Giles Toll, 88, a longtime member of the Colorado Mountain 
Club and former CMC foundation board member, died at home with his 
family Jan. 29. He was known for climbing all the Colorado 14ers at least 
two times. Once with his wife, Connie Hauver. 
 He was a third generation native, whose grandparents came 
to the state in 1870. He helped transfer family property around South 
Boulder Creek near Indian Peaks Wilderness into the public domain. 
 A memorial service will be 3 p.m., March 1, at the Colorado 
Mountain Club. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to St. 
Anne’s Episcopal School or St. Elizabeth’s School. 
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DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10. 

Please see hikingdenver.net for more on Tech Section Instructor Workshop, Basic Map and Compass and Introduction to Climbing school

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

Basic Mountaineering School 
NEW FORMAT

Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.
com
Session A Lectures: 6-9 p.m., March 9, 10, April 
1, 13, May 11 at AMC
Session A Field Days: all day starting 6 a.m., 
March 14, April 4, 11, 18, 25; May 16, 17; 
locations TBD
Session A Grad Climbs: one full day and one 
overnighter; dates and locations TBD
Session B Lectures: 6-9 p.m., March 17, 23, 25, 
April 13, May 19 at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting at 6  a.m, 
March 22, 29, April 12, 19, 26, May 23, 24; 
location TBD
Session B Grad Climbs: one full day and one 
overnighter; dates and locations TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $345
Register:  cmc.org, Calendar, March 9 
 This is the traditional track for Basic 
Mountaineering School. You must commit to all 
the dates listed. If these dates do not work for 
you, take the modular classes on the dates that 
do work. We provide technical gear, if needed. 
You will need basic camping gear, including 10 
Essentials, a daypack to carry technical gear, and 
overnight camping gear. C Hiker Classification 
is required for the Grad Climbs but not for the 
classes. See the Basic Mountaineering School 
page under Schools at hikingdenver.net for more 
information. Choose either Session A or Session B. 

Tech Section 
Instructor Workshop
REVISED DATE 

Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.
com
Lecture: 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., March 3 at AMC
Field Day: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00  p.m., March 7 at 
Castlewood
Prerequisite: completion of the class in which 
you would like to teach
Class Limit: none
Fee: none
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar, March 3

 We are looking for instructors to help teach 
the classes offered by the Tech Section (BMS, 
Basic Rock, Rock Seconding, Trad School, 
Anchors, Sport, Rescue). If you have taken any of 
these classes you are a candidate for instructor. 
If you think you would like to teach, join us. 
You are probably already on my email list. If not, 
please let me know and I will add you.

Navigation Level 1 
Basic Map & Compass 
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.
com
Session A Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
March 9 & 10 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting at 6:00 am, 
March 14; location TBD
Session B Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
March 23 & 25 at AMC
Session B Field Day: all day starting at 6:00 am, 
March 29; location TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar, March 9 
or March 23 

 This is a Basic Map and Compass course 
meant to be solid preparation for Navigation 
Level 2. Navigation Level 2 is required for 
completion of the Basic Mountaineering 
certificate. In addition to how to use map and 
compass, we cover digital sources, smartphone 
apps, and GPS devices. Compass with 
declination adjustment is required for this class. 
Choose either Session A or Session B.

Introduction to Climbing
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.
com
Session A Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, March 11 at 
AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting at 8:00 am, 
March 14 at AMC
Session B Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, March 17 at 
AMC
Session B Field Day: all day starting at 8:00 am, 
March 22 at AMC
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, April 1 at 
AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting at 8:00 am, 
April 4 at AMC
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $65.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar 

 This is a short introduction to climbing and 
is a prerequisite for Basic Rock, Technical Snow, 
and Basic Ice. We cover basic belay technique 
for top rope climbing. We cover gear and how 
to use it. We provide all necessary gear. Choose 
either Session A or Session B or Session C.

AIARE Level 1 
Avalanche School
Contact:  Tom Creighton, tecreighton@msn.com
Session 2:  March 4 & 5 Lectures @ AMC 6:30 
– 9:30 pm; Field Days March 7 & 8 Empire & 
Berthoud 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Fee: Session 2 Denver Members $240; Non-
Denver Members $250
Limit: 24 students per session
Prerequisites: Students may use skis or 
snowshoes during field exercises; those with 
skis need to be able to ski proficiently in the 
backcountry at an intermediate level
Registration: on-line at cmc.org, Calendar, 
Events, Feb. 6 or  https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=28238

 If you participate in winter activities such as 
ice or snow climbing, backcountry telemark or 
tour skiing, ski mountaineering or snowshoeing in 
the backcountry, you want to know what AIARE 
(American Institute of Avalanche Research and 
Education) Level 1 training can do for you.
 Decision Making in Avalanche Terrain 
Level 1 is a 3-day/24-hour introduction to 
avalanche hazard management that: 
• Provides a basic understanding of avalanches 
• Describes a framework for decision making  
and risk management in avalanche terrain. 
 This class is required for certification 
of all CMC Denver backcountry winter trip 
leaders after Sept. 30, 2011.  Backcountry 
winter leaders certified prior to Sept. 30, 2011, 
were grandfathered until 2016 to fulfill this 
requirement.  
 Field days will be held IN AVALANCHE 
TERRAIN. Probe techniques and beacons will 
be used as components of companion rescue. 
Students need to have their own beacon, shovel, 
probe; rental of the avalanche package may be 
made from local gear retailers. 
 Level 1 focuses on identifying the right 
questions, rather than on providing answers and 
gives lessons and exercises that are practically 
oriented, useful, and applicable in the field. 
 Learning Outcomes: Plan and prepare for 
travel in avalanche terrain; recognize avalanche 
terrain; describe a basic framework for making 
decisions in avalanche terrain; learn and apply 
effective companion rescue. 
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High Altitude Mountaineering  
Winter Camping Module
Contact:  School Director Dave Covill, 303-517-0355, 
DaveCovill@Gmail.com
Dates:  Classroom Wed. March 4. Overnighter 
Field Session on Sat/Sun March 7/8.  
Limit:  15 students
Prerequisite:  Open to current, former or potential 
future HAMS students. 
Fee:  $25 for Denver Group members, $30 for non 
Denver Group members
Registration:  Check cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, 
March 4. 

 The High Altitude Mountaineering School 
(HAMS) will offer a Winter Camping mini-
Module in conjunction with the Winter Camping 
School. This module is designed for current, 
former, and potential future HAMS students. 
The Module will focus on those skills needed for 
expedition camping, and will prepare students for 
the mandatory HAMS overnighter/couloir climb 
in late spring. 
 Those students who lack winter camping 
experience should sign up for this course. This 
module is designed to be taken in conjunction 
with the other portions of HAMS this coming 
winter.  Students with prior winter camping 
experience can request to opt out of this module 
via email to the Director of HAMS. 
The dates will be determined in the coming 
month; click on the HAMS website for updates.   
Instructors from HAMS and WCS will be on 
hand to assist students while they learn skills 
needed for HAMS type expeditions to Rainier 
and beyond. Some instructors have spent in 
excess of 100 nights camping on snow.
 Topics covered include:
• Gear, including tents, bags, pads, stoves, 
shovels, sleds, snowshoes
• Clothing, including all layers head to toe
• Food, with an emphasis on types used on 
expeditions
• Personal health, hygiene and enjoying the cold.

Wilderness First Aid 
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@gmail.com
Session 1:  two-day class - March 7 & 14 
Session 2:  one-day refresher - April 12  
Session 3:  two-day class - Sept. 26 & Oct. 3  
Session 4:  one-day refresher - Nov. 7  
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day
Location: St. Anthony Hospital, Lakewood
Prerequisites: see description
Fee: To be determined
Registration: online at cmc.org, Calendar, or call 
Membership Services at 303-279-3080, ext.2. 

 The Denver Group offers two versions of 
Wilderness First Aid:  a two-day class or a one-day 
refresher.  This comprehensive and nationally 
recognized Wilderness First Aid course follows 
a standardized program established by the 
Emergency Care and Safety Institute, and consists 
of lecture, practical experience and a written exam.  
Topics include patient assessment, weather related 
illness, trauma, splinting, medical emergencies and 
altitude illness. 

Two-day class: A comprehensive textbook is 
included in the fee.  A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.  The course 
is open to everyone, regardless of experience.  
Those with experience are encouraged to use this 
comprehensive course as a refresher and practice 
skills we rarely need but are critical to know 
when we need them. Attendance is required on 
both days to complete the course; however, that 
can happen over a few different sessions.
Refresher: This is an abbreviated renewal-
only.  Students must have completed the course 
within the last 4 years and have Edition 3 of the 
textbook.  Students will need to pass the exam 
so must review the text prior to the class since 
lectures will be very limited.  Emphasis will be on 
“hands on” experience. A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.     

Ski Mountaineering School
Contact: John Morrone, jmorrone57@gmail.comz 
Class:   Thursdays March 12, 19, 26
Time: 6-9 p.m.
Location: AMC, Golden
Field Days: March 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 
2, 9. plus multi-day weekend final trip (1 of 2) May 
16-18 or 23-25. 
Registration: www.cmc.org, beginning in 
February.
Deadline: March 10 
Prerequisites:
•   AIARE Level 1 class completion or  

concurrent enrollment, and experience with 
beacon, probe, shovel 

•   Owning (or renting) ski or splitboards with 
full-width skins and ski crampons (no snowshoe 
travel), ice axe and boot crampons, and modern 
ski or snowboard boots and bindings and 
experience in travel using them

•   Experience with backcountry winter conditions 
and alpine location outings 

•   Knowledge of map reading, map-compass-
altimeter and /or GPS navigation 

 Ski Mountaineering School is the 
introduction to high altitude mountain and peak 
ski and snowboard travel and descending in 
Colorado. Participants are expected to be high 

level blue-slope to black-diamond, downhill-
capable skiers (tele, AT or snowboard), with 
some experience in backcountry ski/ splitboard 
and high mountain travel in steep terrain and 
varied conditions.
 The class will progress from initial winter-
conditions trip planning, snow-safety review, 
travel techniques, safe route selection, group 
dynamics  and efficient travel with moderate 
half-day routes, through spring conditions with 
bigger objectives, longer days and steeper terrain 
as snowpack and skill levels improve. 
 Final weekends will be overnight (possibly 
hut-based) with major peak climbs and 
descents.  Previous years included skiing Elk 
and Front Range 14ers, Brainard Lake peaks and 
Independence Pass and Red Mountain Pass tours 
and peaks. Instructor pool includes experienced 
backcountry and ski mountaineering AT, 
Splitboard and Tele staffers, AIARE instructors, 
and skilled downhill skiers and PSIA instructors. 
Trips will generally have a 2:1 student to 
instructor ratio or better.

Fly Fishing School 
Contact: Laurence Hoess, lhoess@gmail.com or 
720-933-5219
Class Schedule: 
Wed., April 1, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Wed., April 8, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Wed., April 15, 6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: AMC 
Field Days:
Saturday, April 18, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake 
Lehow
Saturday, April 25, senior instructor’s choice of 
time, place, and duration.
Fee: $160. You receive a comprehensive 90 page 
handbook covering all aspects of fly fishing, 20 
flies and many accessories with a value of $100. 
You will need a rod, reel, line, waders, boots and 
2015 CO fishing license by the first field day (rod, 
reel and line are necessary by the third class, and 
the rest before the first field day). If you need gear, 
instructors can assist you in equipment selection 
during the class nights.  
To sign up go to www.cmc.org and select Calendar 
> Classes from the top menu. Bring up the 
calendar for April 2015 and click on the Fly 
Fishing school link on  April 1, 2015.
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, April 1

 If you want to enjoy fly fishing the streams 
and lakes of the Rockies, this class is for you. The 
Fly Fishing School is designed for both beginning 
and novice anglers and is an incredible value. 
Experienced instructors teach the basics of gear, 
knots, bugs, fish behavior, and casting in three 
evening classes and two field days. Our school (or 
similar experience) is required for Denver Group 
fly-fishing trips.  To learn more and register, go to 
www.hikingdenver.net/flyfishing and click on the 
Fly Fishing School link. 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

May 2014 Ski Mountaineering, Montezuma Gulch 
above Taggart and Green Wilson Huts near Aspen 
Photo by Fred Larke, Outdoor Photography School Director
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to carry 
• Handling an unexpected 
night in the backcountry 
and a backcountry 
emergency
• Snow travel and 
avalanche awareness, 
handling unexpected snow 
on the trail 
• Leave No Trace practices 

 The course consists 
of five Tuesday night 
lectures, four field days, 
a group hike, and weekly 
homework (yes, really!). 
Students are assigned to 
groups of 10-12 people, 
based on hiking pace, 
conditioning, and prior 
experience. Instructor 
teams consist of a senior 
instructor and two assistant 
instructors. Students have 
the opportunity to learn 
techniques of safe backcountry travel and to practice 
in a non-competitive, non-confrontational setting. 
Students plan and complete a CMC trip with their 
field group. WTS is a great place to learn and practice 
new skills, make new friends, and become a safe 
backcountry traveler. 

 “I thought I knew a lot about hiking. Was 
I wrong! WTS taught me so much more than I 
imagined.”  –WTS Student

 “I learned some useful information (that) I 
didn’t know that I didn’t know.” 
   –WTS Student

Advanced Crevasse Rescue 
Contact: Director Jason Kolaczkowski, jyak@
earthlink.net  
Lecture:  6 p.m., Wed., April 22, AMC
Field day: 5 a.m., Sat., April 25, AMC to Loveland 
Pass 
Prerequisites: Must be CMC member, HAMS 
graduate or current HAMS student or have similar 
experience with building 3:1 haul systems.  Our 
expectation is that students will have already 
mastered construction of a 3:1 haul system PRIOR 
to the class. The 3:1 system will be the basis of both 
our 5:1 and 6:1 systems. Refresher materials will be 
sent to students prior to the class. We WILL NOT 
be reviewing the 3:1 system as part of the class so 
preparation is a must.
Fee: $35
Registration: contact Seminar Director Jason 
Kolaczkowski to receive your passcode for 
registration and then sign up via the CMC.org, 
Calendar, April 22.   Email Jason at jyak@earthlink.
net, provide your HAMS experience or describe your 
equivalent experience, and receive the passcode.

 It’s that time of year again to brush up on your 
glacier travel skills before heading to Mt. Rainier, 
Denali, South America, or other mountains around the 
world where crevasses pose a danger! This is a must-
have course for anybody climbing on glaciers.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
Trip Leader School 

Contact: patrickmckinley@hotmail.com
Class Schedule: April 4. Classroom 4 hours; field 
day, 4 hours
Time: 8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: AMC, Baker Room
Fee: $15 for 4-hour class
Prerequisite: Completion of Wilderness First Aid Class 
Registration: www.cmc.org, Calendar/Classes/April 4  

 Being a CMC Trip Leader is one of the most 
rewarding and challenging volunteer positions in the 
club.  Our 4-hour class lecture discusses: CMC policies, 
trip planning, participant screening, CMC liability 
coverage for volunteers, working group dynamics 
and team management, marketing your trips, how 
to be a mentor and coach, being a CMC ambassador, 
wilderness risk mitigation practices, and how the club 
supports and promotes its leader corps.  We have a one-
hour Trip Scheduling System on-line training webinar. 
 There is a Leader-In-Training field practical 
conducted with qualified instructors who model 
and work with the leader candidates in doing a trip 
cycle from trailhead to trailhead. Leader candidates 
participate as leaders and sweeps.  The team is presented 
with scenarios including emergency medical incidents, 
conflicts, team management and decision-making.  

Wilderness Trekking School 
Contact: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools or 
303/279-3080 Ext 2 
Lecture Dates: Tuesdays, April 7, 14, 28, and May 
12 and 19 at 6:30 pm, Foss Auditorium, American 
Mountaineering Center, Golden 
Field Dates: Choice of Thursdays April 16, 23, 30, 
May 14 and 28; or Saturdays April 18, 25, May 2, 
16 and 30 or Sundays April 19, 26, May 3, 17 and 
31.
Fee: $100 Denver Group Members; $110 non- 
DG members, until March 31; $120 or $130 after 
March 31.

 Wilderness Trekking School is for all – whether 
you want to bag a few 14ers or just want to enjoy the 
scenery. WTS is a great introduction to the Colorado 
Mountain Club and a place to meet new friends. 
WTS is Colorado Mountain Club’s largest school, a 
comprehensive course on mountain hiking. Students 
are all ages, from 18 to 80. 
 If you’re new to hiking, WTS gives you the 
opportunity to learn how to travel safely – and 
with confidence – in the backcountry. If you’re an 
experienced hiker, WTS gives you a chance to review, 
to enhance your skills, and possibly to fill in some 
gaps. WTS also fulfills one of the requirements to 
obtain a Denver Group C hiker classification and to 
finish Basic Mountaineering School. 

 Topics covered include: 
• Essential gear, helping you decide what you need to 
buy and carry 
• Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders and talus 
to tundra 
• Map & compass skills, figuring out where you are, 
navigation and route-finding 
• Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, rain, 
lightning, and snow 
• Nutrition, helping you choose what food and water 

  Our real-life scenario practice will give you the 
experience you need to rescue a climbing partner who 
has fallen into crevasse as well as mitigate your own 
risk should fall into one. After this course, your skills 
should equip you to confidently travel on not just the 
well-trodden routes, but some of the less popular (and 
less populated) glacier routes around the world where 
being self-sufficient is a must!

By the end of the lecture and field day, you will be able to:
• Build a system which allows you to lower a fallen 
climber if need be, not just haul him or her up
• Build a 6:1 haul system
• Build a 5:1 haul system
• Successfully deal with a crevasse fall of a middle 
person on a rope team
• Tend to yourself when in a crevasse and be 
prepared, as that fallen climber, to help in your own 
exit of the crevasse

Outdoor Photography
Contact: Fred Larke, director, fred.larke@
ucdenver.edu or Dan Orcutt, Photography Section 
chair, orcuttpsccmc@gmail.com
Lectures/Field Days: May 30, June 6
Location: AMC
Prerequisites: Any member with any type of 
camera
Class limit:  20
Fee: $40 for both days (no discount for skipping 
one day)
Registration: cmc.org/Calendar/Classes/May 30

 Ever wondered what’s the difference between 
taking a snapshot and making a great photograph? 
Then this is the class for you. The Photography 
Section is again offering a basic workshop on outdoor 
photography.
 This class is for any CMC member, with any type 
of camera, a desire to learn and a love of the outdoors. 
 While emphasizing basic concepts, this 
workshop is flexible enough to accommodate all levels 
of outdoor photographers.
 Our first day begins with a morning 
presentation. Afternoon we take a photo walk in 
Golden. The second Saturday we visit Red Rocks Park.

                                             Little Scraggy Peak Grad Hike WTS spring 2014, Photo by Vicky Gits
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NOW AVAILABLE IN EBOOK!
 Looking for something to load onto that ereader you got over the holidays? 

 CMC Press now has nine titles in ebook format: The 
Best Front Range Trail Runs, The Best Front Range Hikes for 
Children, The Best Telluride Hikes, The Best Aspen Hikes, 140 
Great Hikes in and near Palm Springs, The Colorado 14ers: 
Standard Routes, The Colorado Trail 8th edition, The Best 
Front Range Hikes, and The Best Vail Valley Hikes. 

 Grab the paperback to enjoy by the fire and take the 
ebook with you on the trail. It’s the perfect pair. CMC Press 
ebooks are available at amazon.com, everywhere ebooks are 
sold, and at cmc.org/store.

TURKEY HIKE AND CULTURE ARMCHAIR ADVENTURE
Date: Wednesday, March 18 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: American Mountaineering Center, Baker Room 
Sign up online so we know how many cookies to bring. 
https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=29384

Spring Leader/Instructor Gathering 
Who: All leaders, senior school instructors/directors and recent trip school grads welcome!
Date: April 30, Monday
Location: AMC Conference Rooms
Time: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Social Hour/Food/Refreshments
Program: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Sponsor: Denver Safety and Leadership Committee
No fee, but please register online under Events and Education

New DS&L Committee Members
A special Thank You and Appreciation to Mark Thompson and Uwe Sartori who have 
resigned from DS&L committee in 2014.  Mark was instrumental in developing the Tech 
Leader Application.  Uwe, while serving as Trip Leader School Director, improved the 
curriculum to include a field component of the school.  Many thanks from leaders, students 
and committee members to each of you.

A special Welcome to four new DS&L Committee Members:
Bob Collins, Brad Cotten, Brian LeBlanc and Nancy Stevenson

COMING EVENTS
Feb. 10: Technical Ice Climbing School

Feb. 26 and 27: Banff International Film Festi-
val World Tour

March 9: Basic Mountaineering School 
Session A

March 19: Fly Fishing Presentation 
Adaptive Fishing

March 21: Mountain Fest FREE open house 
and expo 

March 28:  American Mountaineering Museum 
Hall of Excellence Induction Ceremony, hallof-
mountaineeringexcellence.org 
April 7: Wilderness Trekking School Lecture Series 

Aug. 2: In-state Outing:  Sunday, Aug. 2 (din-
ner) through Friday, Aug. 7 (breakfast) at the 
Elk Creek Campground near Grand Lake on 
the west side of Rocky Mountain National Park.   

MEMBER UPDATES
Mountain Fest - March 21
Don’t miss CMC’s annual FREE open house 
with outdoor skills clinics, expo of CMC 
schools, open climbing wall, museum, 
happy hour and more! Bring a friend to the 
American Mountaineering Center in Golden 
to learn all about the CMC.
 
New CMC Member
Orientation Webinar 
March 19, 6:30-7 pm.  Sign up on the CMC 
trip calendar. Learn about the many ways 
to get involved with the Colorado Mountain 
Club. We will discuss recreation, education 
and conservation opportunities, give an 
overview of trips, volunteer opportunities, and 
programs , including our award-winning Youth 
Education Program and press. You will have the 
opportunity to ask questions.  

Volunteers Needed in the CMC 
Office or Remotely
CMC has a variety of volunteer jobs – and 
those who volunteer often say how much they 
enjoy working with our staff!  We have a 
number of projects that can be completed from 
your home computer, so your distance isn’t a 
barrier. Contact brendaporter@cmc.org for 
more information.
 
Renew Your Membership Online
Remember you can renew your membership 
anytime during the year at your own 
convenience on your member dashboard 
at www.cmc.org.  Note: CMC is moving 
all members’ expiration dates to the end of 
the month in which they initially joined, in 
order to streamline renewal communications.  
Questions?  Contact office@cmc.org. 

ISABELLA BIRD’S ICONIC LONGS PEAK CLIMB
 Author Jane Koerner will discuss her research on Isabella Bird’s 1873 climb of Longs 
Peak at the annual Eckart Roder Education Fund Potluck Dinner, 6 p.m., April 9, at the 
AMC. Defying the conventions of her time, Bird spent nearly four months in the Rockies 
alone. Her account of this trip helped her book, A Lady’s Life in the Rocky Mountains become 
a bestseller and launched her career as a travel writer. 
 
 The annual potluck supports the Eckart Roder Education Fund established in 2003 in 
memory of Eckart Roder, a longtime member of the Colorado Mountain Club. The fund 
provides support for the educational programs of the CMC. Grant applications are available. 
Contact Brenda at brendaporter@cmc.org. Deadline for grant applications is May 31.
 
Dinner registration: www.cmc.org/eckartroder.
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August 2 - 7
In-State Outing
 Celebrate Rocky Mountain National 
Park’s 100th anniversary by visiting the 
park’s west side with its breathtaking natural 
beauty, stunning peaks, lesser used trails 
and extensive moose habitat. This year’s 
outing will take place at the Elk Creek 
Campgrounds, a short distance from the 
park, the Indian Peaks Wilderness and 
Grand Lake. 

August 23 - 30
Yosemite High Sierra Camps 
 Trek in Yosemite National Park’s 
spectacular mountain scenery, deep 
valleys, wild rivers and grand meadows. 
This is an opportunity to stay in the High 
Sierra Camps, a type of hut-to-hut system, 
complete with bedding and meals, so you 
carry a daypack. CMC was fortunate to 
obtain reservations, as the camps are always 
in high demand. 

Sept. 26 - Oct. 11 
Turkey Hike and Culture
 This trip includes four days of hiking in 
the unique desert region of Cappadocia and 
the Ihlara valley. Cappadocia is described 
as both a lunar landscape and fairyland of 
bizarre geologic formations which have been 
carved by people for centuries as homes nd 
safe havens. Then spend four days hiking on 
the spectacular coastal Lycian way. Visits to 
cultural and historic sites complete the trip, 
including Istanbul, Konya and Ephesus. 

April 23 - May 5, 2016 
Grand Canyon Raft & Hike
 Take a motorized, 188-mile raft trip 
and include 5 extra days for hiking along 
the way. This 12-day trip ends with a 
helicopter ride out of the canyon and a 
plane flight back to the put-in. For B & C 
hiking levels. We are currently taking names 
for the wait list. Contact leaders Blake 
Clark and Rosemary Burbank, 303-871-
0379; blakerosemary@cs.com. Fee for CMC 
members - $4,535; deposit is $500 ($300 
nonrefundable).

Check out more 
Adventures online
Go to cmc.org/adventuretravel for details 
about these expeditions:

Apr.12 :   Canyon de Chelley
Apr. 16 :   Canyon de Chelley
May 4:      Scorpion Gulch Utah Llama Trip 
May 5:      Grand Canyon Backpack
May 9:      Camino de Santiago, Spain
May 13:    Scotland Highland Way, Ben Nevis
July 14:    World Summit Series:
          Mt. Elbrus, Russia
July 24:    World Summit Series: 
           Mt. Kilimanjaro and safari
Aug. 2:     In-State Outing, RMNP
Aug. 23:   Yosemite High Sierra Camps
Aug. 29:   Hiking the Hill Towns of Tuscany
Sept. 12:  Tuscany Cycle Tour 
Sept. 13:  Best Hikes of Italy
Sept. 26:  World Summit Series: 
          Khumbu Everest, Island Peak
Nov. 22:   World Summit Series: 
          Cerro de Aconcagua
April 23, 2016: Grand Canyon Raft and Hike 

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

PROSPER
WEALTH ADVISORS

Brad L. Chumley 
CMC Member

Vernon E. Bass, CFP®

CMC Member
Registered Representative.  Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer,  Member FINRA/SIPC Investment Advisor Representative. Cambridge 

Investment Research Advisors Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Prosper Wealth Advisors are not affiliated.4704 Harlan Street, Suite 660, Lakeside, Co 80212

Do You Know VERN? Have You Met BRAD?
Well why not?

Vernon E. Bass, CFP® and Brad L. Chumley
Invite you to discuss:

Who they are!  What they do!  And, how that can help you!
Today’s investment landscape is a lot like Colorado, many peaks and valleys.   

Preparing your financial future is similar to planning to climb one of our tallest peaks.   
It takes a plan of action, the right gear, a compass & map to navigate and a team to plan the route.

We would like to be a part of your team!

Prosper Wealth Advisors offers all CMC members  
a complimentary portfolio review.   

Call today to schedule yours.  

Call Lori Sittner at (303) 458-5250 to make an appointment.
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FEBRUARY SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
In 2015, any member can recruit new CMC members.  Your social activities are a good venue for introducing 
adult family and friends to CMC.  Patricia Leslie and Fred Siersma invite you to host an activity of your 
choice. Potluck gatherings are popular and a great way to bring members together and recruit new ones. 
Hosting a TGIF, TGIT, or TGIW is as easy as making a reservation at your favorite neighborhood café.  
And we welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

Friday 27 (February) – TGIF/ Arts on Vine  
5-7:30 p.m., Enjoy wine and appetizers while viewing 
the works of local photographers and artists like our 
own Fred Siersma.  Barnabas Coffee House 1280 Vine.  
To learn more details about the show contact Fred a 
few days in advance at FredSiersma@aol.com. 

Monday 2 – FREE DAY at Denver’s Museum of 
Nature and Science.  www.dmns.org  Check for exhibit 
viewing besides permanent shows.

Friday 6 – TGIF with wine, beer, and jazz.  Meet 
first at La Belle Rosette Wine Bar.  5:30-7 p.m. 2423 
South University Blvd.  For parking in the rear go 
west, a few feet, on Wesley from University, then 
take an immediate left into the alley to access the 
parking lot in the rear. Besides a variety of wine and 
beer the menu includes tapas and other tasty food 
items.  RSVPS not required, but please contact P. 
Leslie, if possible, in advance because this is a small, 
exceptional neighborhood venue.   720-296-9422. 
Next, for jazz go to Flo’s Underground, listing below.

Friday 6 – Flo’s Underground.  Free Jazz at DU in 
the recital salon.  Following the TGIF above walk over 
to the University of Denver’s Newman Center to listen 
to jazz from 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Saturday 7 – FREE DAY at the Denver Art 
Museum, check for exhibit access via their website:  
www.denverartmuseum.org.

Friday 13 – TGIF at Chad’s, 275 Union, 5:30-7p.m. 
Dick (303) 980-0573.  Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day a bit 
early. New members especially welcome, and bring 
your friends.

Saturday 14 -   Dinner at Le Central, 5:00 p.m.  
This French restaurant at 112 E. 8th Ave. is one of 
the best deals in town. Those interested can carpool 
afterward to the Symphony (see below). Come to 
one or both events. For directions and reservation 
(required), call Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 14 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m.  
The Symphony’s American Music Festival.  Discount 
tickets $21.  To sign up, or to cancel, you must call 
the host by 11:30 a.m. on the day of the concert.  Bob 
Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Friday 20 – TGIF at La Belle Rosette, see their prior 
listing on the 6th for time and details.
Sunday 22 – FREE DAY at Denver’s Botanic Gardens.  
Welcome spring with a ramble through the beautiful 
gardens and start planning your own. 
www.botanicgardens.org

Thursday 26-29 – Vail Film Festival sponsored 
by the Colorado Film Institute, a non-profit. Check 
the website: vailfilmfestival.com for events and tickets, 
some as low as $10.

Saturday 28 - Dinner at Colore Italian 
Restaurant, 5:00 p.m.  This restaurant and pizzeria 
at 2700 South Broadway has great food. Those 
interested can join us afterward on RTD Light Rail 
to the Symphony (see below). Come to one or both 
events.  For directions and reservation (required), call 
Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 28 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m.  
Stravinsky’s “Firebird” and more.  Discount tickets 
$21. To sign up, or to cancel, you must call the host 
by 11:30 a.m. on the day of the concert.  Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815.

April Symphony Preview Saturday, April 18 - 
Dinner and Colorado Symphony.  Same plan as March 
14 events listed above. Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

March 30 – Get ready for hiking!  Check out the 
website “Gohikeco.com” to preview or review many 
of those great trips CMC leaders take us on.  If you’ve 
ever wondered what the trail on Mt.Bierstadt looks 
like or the Jeffco Open Space trails, this is where to 
learn all about them.

Tuesday 3 (March) - Breckenridge/ Frisco 
and Snow Mountain Ranch Nordic Center 
trips, 3rd, 17, and 31st.. Call CMC leader Scott 
Houchin (303) 601-4457 to join the group for 
snowshoeing and/or cross-country skiing, carpooling 
from Denver.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Charlotte A. Ricker, Ricker Studio, 
charlottearicker@gmail.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9 A.M.– 6 P.M., Friday 9 A.M.– 3:00 P.M.

DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES
PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
March 11
Monthly Meetings 2nd Wednesday  7:00pm

Contact:  Frank Burzynski,  
fburzynski@comcast.net  
Location:  Lower Level 
Conference Rm, AMC

FLY FISHING SECTION
March 19

That’s Fred Siersma hiking in the photo he is submitting to 
the “Arts on Vine” showing, listed below, Friday, Febru-
ary 27.  The historical structure is on England’s Cotswolds 
national hiking trail where Fred logged 100 miles.

See Page 2


