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(Note: This story is based on reports published in the 
1918-1922 issues of the “Trail and Timberline”) 
  It is no coincidence that as Rocky Mountain National 
Park is celebrating its centennial, the Colorado Mountain Club 
is also celebrating 100 years of Winter Outings into the Park.  It 
was in the early spring of 1915, that CMC inaugurated its “Win-
ter Sports Outing.”  This event was initiated by an invitation to 
Club members by the Out-door Club of Estes Park to join them 
at Fern Lake Lodge.  For “each winter thereafter until 1934, the 
lodge was opened for about two weeks for the winter outing of 
the Colorado Mountain Club. The outings lasted sometimes for 
ten days, with capacity crowds of forty-five.” 

 One hundred years ago such a trip to the park would begin with an early morn-
ing drive from Denver to Estes Park by automobile, then “stages” carried everyone to the 
Brinwood Hotel where they had a bite to eat and maybe even time for an inaugural tobog-
gan slide down the driveway before hoisting on packs and strapping on snowshoes for a few 
miles of snow stomping “up the creek, over Fern and Marguerite Falls, and up the hill in the 
late afternoon” to Fern Lake Lodge.  
 On early Winter Outings, Club members “traveled by snowshoe and dragged their 
skis behind them by ropes put through holes in the tips.” By 1918, the National Park Service 
had improved the ski runs near Fern Lake Lodge and CMC winter enthusiasts reported, 
“spectacular skiing is found higher up in the country above Odessa. Here several courses, the 
longest perhaps a half mile with a drop of four hundred feet, terminate in a sweeping basin.” 
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 Club members also enjoyed 
“shooting the chutes on the toboggan” and 
“terminating onto the expansive snow-cov-
ered lakes.”  Some members engaged in re-
lay races and games played on snowshoes. 
In 1919, “the more ambitious went on and 
climbed Notchtop and Hallett Peaks.”   
 For  information on CMC’s Rocky 
Mountain National Park Centennial Celebra-
tion: cmc.org, About, Year of the Mountaineer

 Also, remember that two of CMC’s 
sponsors are Devil’s Thumb Ranch, Tabernash, 
and Icebox Mountain Sports in Fraser.   Devil’s 
Thumb offers Nordic skiing and snowshoe trails 
as well as skating and tubing.  
 Icebox Mountain Sports is Winter 
Park’s – Fraser Valley’s Premier Backcoun-
try Store. Their staff have years of experi-
ence playing in Grand County. Skiing above Fern Lake in RMNP. (Photos: Trail and Timberline, 1916)

Snowshoers below Odessa Lake in RMNP. 
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FLY FISHING TIPS 
WITH LANDON MAYER

April 16
    Landon Mayer will give a presentation 

based on his new book, “101 Trout Tips: A 
Guide’s Secrets, Tactics and Techniques,” 

7 p.m., April 16 at the AMC.
 Landon Mayer’s success in catching trout 

is fueled by an addiction to pursuing large 
trout with small flies and lightweight fly-
fishing gear. Mayer has developed innovative 
techniques for sighting, hooking and landing 
selective trout. He shares these tips and secrets 
in his books, “Colorado’s Best Fly Fishing,” 
“Sight Fishing for Trout,” and “How to Catch 
the Biggest Trout of Your Life,” in addition to 
two DVDs: “Landing the Trout of Your Life” 
and “Weapons of Bass Production,” both of 
which also feature John Barr.

 Come early (6:15) and join the open forum 
about fly fishing. Refreshments will be available.  
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, April 16.

 

Great Blue Heron

BIRDING WITH MIKE
Shorebirds 

Begins Apr 22: 3 classes, 3 field trips
Birding 101 

Begins Apr 29: 3 classes, 3 field trips
Spring Hotspots 

Begins May 27: 4 classes, 4 field trips

Details:  www.BirdingWithMike.com
Questions:  Mike1.foster@comcast.net

COUNCIL CORNER
Happenings at the Denver Group Council
By David Hutchison, Denver Group Council Member 

Conservation and Trail Work The Denver Group tradition of performing trail 
maintenance has experienced decreased member participation in recent years. One idea 
to reinvigorate participation is to have groups and social sections sponsor a day working 
on one of our Front Range trails. Sponsorship means providing work crews for the 
effort. No experience necessary! The Trail Work Committee provides trained Trail Crew 
leaders, equipment, and coordinates the activity with the Forest Service or other partner 
organization. They also provide post-activity refreshments. The Council plans to sponsor 
a day of trail work themselves this summer. To get your group or section involved in this 
worthwhile effort, contact your section chair or Grover Cleveland, groverc@att.net.

Membership A recurring topic at Denver Group Council meetings is membership. The 
startling fact is that many new members do not participate in any activity during their first 
year. To facilitate and encourage new members to participate in club activities, the Council 
is planning a “surge” of easy hikes this spring open to all members, but specifically targeted 
to new members. Please watch for and actively support this upcoming initiative. For more 
information, contact Maddie Philley, maddiephilley@gmail.com.

Congratulations  John Aldag was approved by Council to become the new Director of 
the Backpacking School, replacing Steve Billig. We are excited to have John’s enthusiasm and 
expertise as Director for this highly successful school. Many thanks to Steve for the excellent job 
he did during his tenure.

Questions or comments for the Denver Group Council? 
Contact David Hutchison, dwhutchison3@gmail.com.

SPRING EQUIPMENT SALE 
May 8 at AMC

By Zoe Katsulos, Sale Coordinator 

 The Spring CMC Equipment Sale will be Friday, May 8, 6-8 p.m. at the AMC in the 
conference room on the ground floor.  Must be CMC member to sell. Open to the public to buy.

Sellers: For each item you are selling, attach an envelope on which is printed your name, 
item, selling price, and whether you will accept a check. Items must be tagged before 
bringing them to the sale. 
 Bring items to the AMC on Thursday, May 7 between 5-6:30 p.m. or Friday, May 8 in 
the conference room on the ground level, 4-5:30.
 All unsold items must be picked up the night of the sale by 8:30 p.m., unless prior 
arrangements are made with the Sale Coordinator only.  Any items left after sale on sale 
night will be donated.  The office staff will retain sale envelopes for one week then be 
donated to the CMC if not picked up.  
 Any outdoor gear that might be used on a CMC trip is appropriate for the sale. No 
street clothes.  Also no older model straight downhill skis.  Proceeds go to sellers.  If you 
want to donate your proceeds to the CMC, please note “CMC” on the envelope with the 
price; checks to be made payable to CMC. CMC is not liable for lost/stolen sale items or 
items left behind after the sale pick up deadline.  It is suggested you keep a list of items. 

Buyers: Bring varying bill denominations or checks for purchases; no change-making by 
CMC will be available.  Doors for sale will open at 6:00 p.m; no “early birds” (including 
sellers dropping off items).

Questions?  
Contact Zoe Katsulos by email (preferred) at zfoto (at) aol (dot)com or phone, 303-666-7672. 

Volunteers needed 
 Volunteers are needed to help with pre-sale setup, sale monitoring, cashiering, and
post-sale cleanup 4:30 p.m.-8:30, Friday, May 8. 
 Pick a few hours you can help and contact Zoe Katsulos by email at zfoto (at) aol (dot) com 
or phone, 303-666-7672.  The email is spelled out to prevent scammers from pulling the 
address off the website. Email is preferred over phone.  
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Introduction to Climbing
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, April 1 at AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting at 8:00 am, 
April 4 at AMC
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $65.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar 
 This is a short introduction to climbing and 
is a prerequisite for Basic Rock, Technical Snow, 
and Basic Ice. We cover basic belay technique for 
top rope climbing. We cover gear and how to use 
it. We provide all necessary gear. 

Basic Mountaineering School 
NEW FORMAT
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lectures: 6-9 p.m., April 1, 13, 
May 11 at AMC
Session A Field Days: all day starting 6 a.m., 
April 4, 11, 18, 25; May 16, 17; locations TBD
Session A Grad Climbs: one full day and one 
overnighter; dates and locations TBD
Session B Lectures: 6-9 p.m., April 13, May 19 
at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting at 6  a.m, 
April 12, 19, 26, May 23, 24; location TBD
Session B Grad Climbs: one full day and one 
overnighter; dates and locations TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $345
Register:  cmc.org, Calendar, March 9 
 This is the traditional track for Basic 
Mountaineering School. You must commit to all 
the dates listed. If these dates do not work for 
you, take the modular classes on the dates that 
do work. We provide technical gear, if needed. 
You will need basic camping gear, including 10 
Essentials, a daypack to carry technical gear, and 
overnight camping gear. C Hiker Classification 
is required for the Grad Climbs but not for the 
classes. See the Basic Mountaineering School 
page under Schools at hikingdenver.net for more 
information. Choose either Session A or Session B. 

 Navigation Level 2
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, April 11; location TBD
Session B Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, April 12; location TBD
Prerequisite: Navigation Level 1
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar
 This is a follow up to Navigation Level 1, 
focusing on intensive field practice with map 
and compass. Navigation Level 2 is required 
for completion of the Basic Mountaineering 
certificate. We navigate from point to point, 
using multiple techniques to negotiate obstacles 
and to “stay found”. Compass with declination 
adjustment is required for this class. Choose 
either Session A or Session B.

Basic Snow Travel
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, April 6 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, April 18; location TBD
Session B Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, April 6 at AMC
Session B Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, April 19; location TBD
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, April 20 at AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, May 2; location TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar
 This is a basic snow travel course meant to 
be solid preparation for Technical Snow; that is, 
focus on alpine and couloir climbs. Technical 
Snow is required for completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering certificate. We cover ice axe 
and crampon techniques: how to self-belay and 
self-arrest; French, German, and American 
technique; glissading. 10 Essentials and winter 
clothing are required for this course.  

Technical Snow
NEW SESSION C 
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, April 25; location TBD
Session B Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, April 26; location TBD
Session C Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 6:00 am, May 3; location TBD 
Graduation Couloir Climb: all day; time and 
location TBD
Prerequisite: Introduction to Climbing; Basic Snow

Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 This is a follow-up course to Basic Snow. 
Technical Snow is required for completion of 
the Basic Mountaineering certificate. We cover 
snow anchors in detail and roped team travel. A 
graduation couloir climb is required. 10 Essentials 
and winter clothing are required for this course. 
Choose either Session A or Session B.

Basic Rock Climbing  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 11 at AMC
Session A Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, May 16 & 17; location TBD
Session B Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 19 at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, May 23 & 24; location TBD
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 27 at AMC
Session C Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, May 30 & 31; location TBD
Prerequisite: Introduction to Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $85.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Basic Rock Climbing Seminar is a 
follow-up to Introduction to Climbing. Basic 
Rock is required for completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering certificate. And Basic Rock is 
a pre-requisite for Rock Seconding School. We 
review the Brake-Under-Slide belay technique 
and safe belay practices. We also cover rappelling 
and work on climbing technique on slabs and 
faces. We provide all necessary gear. Choose either 
Session A or Session B or Session C.

Rock Rescue Level 1
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 1 & 3 
at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, June 6; location TBD
Session B Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 9 & 11 
at AMC
Session B Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, June 14; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Rescue Level 1 is a follow-up to Basic 
Rock. Rescue 1 is required for completion of the 
Intermediate Mountaineering certificate. We 
cover how to escape a loaded belay, how to ascend 
a rope with prusiks, and how to rappel past an 
obstruction in the rope. We provide all necessary 
gear. Choose either Session A or Session B.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10. 

Please see hikingdenver.net for more on Tech Section Instructor Workshop, Basic Map and Compass and Introduction to Climbing school

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

TECH SECTION IS NOW 
TECH SCHOOL

 The Denver Tech Section is changing its 
description to the CMC Technical Climbing 
School. This change reflects a more inclusive 

club-wide attitude. And the change also 
reflects the curriculum changes brought about 
by the introduction of the modular system for 

Basic Mountaineering. 
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Rock Seconding  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 15, 16, 17 at AMC
Field Days: all day starting no later than 8:00 am, 
June 20 & 21; location TBD
Graduation Climb: time and location TBD; aiming 
for June 27
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $125.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Seconding School is a follow-up to Basic 
Rock. Rock Seconding is required for completion of 
the Intermediate Mountaineering certificate. And 
Rock Seconding is a pre-requisite for Traditional 
Lead Climbing School. We cover belaying a lead 
climber, catching a leader fall, cleaning gear, and 
more. We provide all necessary gear.

Sport Climbing 
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 22 at AMC
Field Day: all day starting no later than 8:00 am, 
June 28; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 The Sport Climbing Seminar is a follow up 
to Basic Rock and Rock Seconding. We cover 
how to safely lead and follow bolted rock climbs. 
We cover how to safely clip bolts and how to 
avoid common errors such as Back Clipping and 
Z Clipping. We provide all necessary gear.
 This is a Basic Map and Compass course 
meant to be solid preparation for Navigation 
Level 2. Navigation Level 2 is required for 
completion of the Basic Mountaineering 
certificate. In addition to how to use map and 
compass, we cover digital sources, smartphone 
apps, and GPS devices. Compass with declination 
adjustment is required for this class. Choose 
either Session A or Session B.

Fly Fishing School 
Contact: Laurence Hoess, lhoess@gmail.com or 
720-933-5219
Class Schedule: 
Wed., April 1, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Wed., April 8, 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Wed., April 15, 6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: AMC 
Field Days: Saturday, April 18, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Lehow
Saturday, April 25, senior instructor’s choice of 
time, place, and duration.
Fee: $160. You receive a comprehensive 90 page 
handbook covering all aspects of fly fishing, 20 
flies and many accessories with a value of $100. 
You will need a rod, reel, line, waders, boots and 
2015 CO fishing license by the first field day (rod, 
reel and line are necessary by the third class, and 
the rest before the first field day). If you need gear, 
instructors can assist you in equipment selection 
during the class nights.  

To sign up go to www.cmc.org and select Calendar 
> Classes from the top menu. Bring up the 
calendar for April 2015 and click on the Fly 
Fishing school link on  April 1, 2015.
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, April 1
 If you want to enjoy fly fishing the streams 
and lakes of the Rockies, this class is for you. The 
Fly Fishing School is designed for both beginning 
and novice anglers and is an incredible value. 
Experienced instructors teach the basics of gear, 
knots, bugs, fish behavior, and casting in three 
evening classes and two field days. Our school (or 
similar experience) is required for Denver Group 
fly-fishing trips.  To learn more and register, go to 
www.hikingdenver.net/flyfishing and click on the 
Fly Fishing School link. 

Trip Leader School 
Contact: patrickmckinley@hotmail.com
Class Schedule: April 4. Classroom 4 hours; field 
day, 4 hours
Time: 8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: AMC, Baker Room
Fee: $15 for 4-hour class
Prerequisite: Completion of Wilderness First Aid Class 
Registration: www.cmc.org, Calendar/Classes/April 4  
 Being a CMC Trip Leader is one of the most 
rewarding and challenging volunteer positions in the 
club.  Our 4-hour class lecture discusses: CMC policies, 
trip planning, participant screening, CMC liability 
coverage for volunteers, working group dynamics 
and team management, marketing your trips, how 
to be a mentor and coach, being a CMC ambassador, 
wilderness risk mitigation practices, and how the club 
supports and promotes its leader corps.  We have a one-
hour Trip Scheduling System on-line training webinar. 
 There is a Leader-In-Training field practical 
conducted with qualified instructors who model 
and work with the leader candidates in doing a trip 
cycle from trailhead to trailhead. Leader candidates 
participate as leaders and sweeps.  The team is presented 
with scenarios including emergency medical incidents, 
conflicts, team management and decision-making.  

Wilderness Trekking School 
Contact: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools or 
303/279-3080 Ext 2 
Lecture Dates: Tuesdays, April 7, 14, 28, and May 
12 and 19 at 6:30 pm, Foss Auditorium, American 
Mountaineering Center, Golden 
Field Dates: Choice of Thursdays April 16, 23, 30, 
May 14 and 28; or Saturdays April 18, 25, May 2, 
16 and 30 or Sundays April 19, 26, May 3, 17 and 
31.
Fee: $100 Denver Group Members; $110 non- 
DG members, until March 31; $120 or $130 after 
March 31.
 Wilderness Trekking School is for all – whether 
you want to bag a few 14ers or just want to enjoy the 
scenery. WTS is a great introduction to the Colorado 
Mountain Club and a place to meet new friends. 
WTS is Colorado Mountain Club’s largest school, a 
comprehensive course on mountain hiking. Students 
are all ages, from 18 to 80. 
 If you’re new to hiking, WTS gives you the 
opportunity to learn how to travel safely – and 

with confidence – in the backcountry. If you’re an 
experienced hiker, WTS gives you a chance to review, 
to enhance your skills, and possibly to fill in some gaps. 
WTS also fulfills one of the requirements to obtain a 
Denver Group C hiker classification and to finish Basic 
Mountaineering School. 
 Topics covered include: 
• Essential gear, helping you decide what you need to 
buy and carry 
• Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders and talus 
to tundra 
• Map & compass skills, figuring out where you are, 
navigation and route-finding 
• Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, rain, 
lightning, and snow 
• Nutrition, helping you choose what food and water 
to carry 
• Handling an unexpected night in the backcountry 
and a backcountry emergency
• Snow travel and avalanche awareness, handling 
unexpected snow on the trail 
• Leave No Trace practices 

 The course consists of five Tuesday night lectures, 
four field days, a group hike, and weekly homework 
(yes, really!). Students are assigned to groups of 
10-12 people, based on hiking pace, conditioning, 
and prior experience. Instructor teams consist of 
a senior instructor and two assistant instructors. 
Students have the opportunity to learn techniques of 
safe backcountry travel and to practice in a non-
competitive, non-confrontational setting. Students 
plan and complete a CMC trip with their field group. 
WTS is a great place to learn and practice new skills, 
make new friends, and become a safe backcountry 
traveler. 

 “I thought I knew a lot about hiking. Was 
I wrong! WTS taught me so much more than I 
imagined.”  –WTS Student

 “I learned some useful information (that) I 
didn’t know that I didn’t know.” 
   –WTS Student

Wilderness First Aid 
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@gmail.com
Session 2:  one-day refresher - April 12  
Session 3:  two-day class - Sept. 26 & Oct. 3  
Session 4:  one-day refresher - Nov. 7  
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day
Location: St. Anthony Hospital, Lakewood
Prerequisites: see description
Fee: To be determined
Registration: online at cmc.org, Calendar, or call 
Membership Services at 303-279-3080, ext.2. 
 The Denver Group offers two versions of 
Wilderness First Aid:  a two-day class or a one-day 
refresher.  This comprehensive and nationally 
recognized Wilderness First Aid course follows 
a standardized program established by the 
Emergency Care and Safety Institute, and consists 
of lecture, practical experience and a written exam.  
Topics include patient assessment, weather related 
illness, trauma, splinting, medical emergencies and 
altitude illness. 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
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Wilderness Survival School  
Contact: John Lindner, 303-431-7575 or 
jlindner@tristategt.org
Lectures: Wednesdays - May 13, 20 and 27
Time: 7 to about 9:30 p.m.
Location: AMC conference room D
Overnight exercise: Saturday, June 6, returning 
Sunday morning
Prerequisites:  None
Fee: $50. A textbook and some supplies will be 
provided.
Registration: hikingdenver.net/schools/
wildernesssurvivalschool
 The 2015 session of the Wilderness Survival 
School is now open for registration. This course 
is designed to provide the skills and self-
confidence to increase your odds of survival in 
an unexpected stay in the wilderness. Enrollment 
is open to all CMC members with any level of 
backcountry experience or hiking classification. 
 Topics covered will include avoiding a 
survival situation, attitude, shelters, signaling and 
fire craft. Survival related medical emergencies 
and other priorities will also be covered.
 The course will consist of three evening 
lectures and an overnight trip, June 6. This is 
not a “sink-or-swim” field trip and we will not 
be surviving on roots, berries, wild mushrooms, 
or killing and eating bugs/wildlife. The goal is 
to learn from a simulated survival situation and 
to practice skills with the equipment we should 
normally carry in our daypacks.

Outdoor Photography
Contact: Fred Larke, director, fred.larke@ucdenver.
edu or Dan Orcutt, Photography Section chair, 
orcuttpsccmc@gmail.com
Lectures/Field Days: May 30, June 6
Location: AMC
Prerequisites: Any member with any type of camera
Class limit:  20
Fee: $40 for both days (no discount for skipping 
one day)
Registration: cmc.org/Calendar/Classes/May 30
 Ever wondered what’s the difference between 
taking a snapshot and making a great photograph? 
Then this is the class for you. The Photography 
Section is again offering a basic workshop on outdoor 
photography.
 This class is for any CMC member, with any type 
of camera, a desire to learn and a love of the outdoors. 
 While emphasizing basic concepts, this workshop 
is flexible enough to accommodate all levels of outdoor 
photographers.
 Our first day begins with a morning presentation. 
Afternoon we take a photo walk in Golden. The second 
Saturday we visit Red Rocks Park.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
Two-day class: A comprehensive textbook is 
included in the fee.  A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.  The course 
is open to everyone, regardless of experience.  
Those with experience are encouraged to use this 
comprehensive course as a refresher and practice 
skills we rarely need but are critical to know 
when we need them. Attendance is required on 
both days to complete the course; however, that 
can happen over a few different sessions.
Refresher: This is an abbreviated renewal-
only.  Students must have completed the course 
within the last 4 years and have Edition 3 of the 
textbook.  Students will need to pass the exam 
so must review the text prior to the class since 
lectures will be very limited.  Emphasis will be on 
“hands on” experience. A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.     

Advanced Crevasse Rescue 
Contact: Director Jason Kolaczkowski, 
jyak@earthlink.net  
Lecture:  6 p.m., Wed., April 22, AMC
Field day: 5 a.m., Sat., April 25, AMC to Loveland Pass 
Prerequisites: Must be CMC member, HAMS 
graduate or current HAMS student or have similar 
experience with building 3:1 haul systems.  Our 
expectation is that students will have already 
mastered construction of a 3:1 haul system PRIOR 
to the class. The 3:1 system will be the basis of both 
our 5:1 and 6:1 systems. Refresher materials will be 
sent to students prior to the class. We WILL NOT 
be reviewing the 3:1 system as part of the class so 
preparation is a must.
Fee: $35
Registration: contact Seminar Director Jason 
Kolaczkowski to receive your passcode for 
registration and then sign up via the CMC.
org, Calendar, April 22.   Email Jason at jyak@
earthlink.net, provide your HAMS experience or 
describe your equivalent experience, and receive the 
passcode.
 It’s that time of year again to brush up on your 
glacier travel skills before heading to Mt. Rainier, 
Denali, South America, or other mountains around 
the world where crevasses pose a danger! This is a 
must-have course for anybody climbing on glaciers.
  Our real-life scenario practice will give you the 
experience you need to rescue a climbing partner who 
has fallen into crevasse as well as mitigate your own 
risk should fall into one. After this course, your skills 
should equip you to confidently travel on not just the 
well-trodden routes, but some of the less popular (and 
less populated) glacier routes around the world where 
being self-sufficient is a must!
By the end of the lecture and field day, you will be able to:
• Build a system which allows you to lower a fallen 
climber if need be, not just haul him or her up
• Build a 6:1 haul system
• Build a 5:1 haul system
• Successfully deal with a crevasse fall of a middle 
person on a rope team
• Tend to yourself when in a crevasse and be 
prepared, as that fallen climber, to help in your own 
exit of the crevasse

Backpacking School
Contact: John Aldag, director, John_Aldag@msn.com
Lectures: June 24, July 8, 22, Aug. 5, 19, Sept. 2 at 6:30pm 
Location:  AMC
Field Days:  July 12, 25-26, Aug. 8-9, and Sept. 5-7
Limit: 60
Fee: $100
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar, June 24
 You’ve taken WTS and done many day trips.  
Now you want to see the stars and listen to early 
morning sounds in the wilderness.
You’d like to get a refresher in the skills of hiking, 
camping and mountaineering and to see some of the 
gear and techniques that other experienced people use.
The Rio Grande Pyramid is on your “Must Climb” list. 
It is a long drive to the trailhead and definitely not a 
day trip.  If only you felt more comfortable with your 
backpacking skills.
 If any of these describe you, the Denver Group 
Backpacking School is for you! You will learn – or 
relearn – skills needed to safely backpack in non-
winter Colorado mountains.  You’ll hear about best 
practices to keep everything going as planned and how 
do deal with situations when they don’t. Important 
topics covered include: gear and clothing; camp craft 
and skills; organizing a trip, pack, tent and camp; 
navigation; basic first aid; staying warm; Leave No 
Trace; packing and packing lighter; avoiding problems 
with animals and weather.
 The school involves 6 classes, a day trip, a couple 
of single night trips and a multi-night trip. It provides 
excellent preparation for the Winter Camping School 
or Basic Mountaineering School. 
 The Denver Group Backpacking School is open 
to all CMC members, 18 and older, regardless of 
hiking classification, and youth 15-17, accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. Graduating provides 
a B hiking classification and satisfies one of the 
requirements for a C classification.

Field day with American Institute of Avalanche Research 
and Education (AIARE) Level 1 avalanche School Feb. 8 on 
Berthoud Pass. Photo by Fred Larke. 
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PROSPER
WEALTH ADVISORS

Brad L. Chumley 
CMC Member

Vernon E. Bass, CFP®

CMC Member
Registered Representative.  Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer,  Member FINRA/SIPC Investment Advisor Representative. Cambridge 

Investment Research Advisors Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Prosper Wealth Advisors are not affiliated.4704 Harlan Street, Suite 660, Lakeside, Co 80212

Do You Know VERN? Have You Met BRAD?
Well why not?

Vernon E. Bass, CFP® and Brad L. Chumley
Invite you to discuss:

Who they are!  What they do!  And, how that can help you!
Today’s investment landscape is a lot like Colorado, many peaks and valleys.   

Preparing your financial future is similar to planning to climb one of our tallest peaks.   
It takes a plan of action, the right gear, a compass & map to navigate and a team to plan the route.

We would like to be a part of your team!

Prosper Wealth Advisors offers all CMC members  
a complimentary portfolio review.   

Call today to schedule yours.  

Call Lori Sittner at (303) 458-5250 to make an appointment.

The Surge is Coming.  This May, Denver Group plans to offer an increased number of easy 
hikes to new members as an introduction to the activities of the club. These hikes will be open 
to everyone, so current members are encouraged to join the hikes and welcome our newer 
members to CMC.  Hike leaders will be needed to accommodate this surge of activity. If you are a 
Trip Leader interested in participating in this event, contact Kevin Schaal, schaalk@msn.com.

Help wanted in office.  The CMC office needs a volunteer in the office to search the 
Denver membership database to examine individual accounts and check to see who paid for 
the printed version of the Mile High Mountaineer. This is a one-time assignment, expected 
to take about 16 hours. Please contact Roger Wendell at office@cmc.org. Anyone who did 
not pay for mail delivery and is getting it anyway, should contact Roger at office@cmc.org.

Tech Section is now Tech School.  The Denver Tech Section is changing its description 
to the CMC Technical Climbing School Scholarship Winner.  The Technical Climbing 
School announces this year’s  scholarship winner  is Dan Feighery.  Dan has chosen to take 
the AMGA Single Pitch Instructor Class and Assessment.

New Session Technical Snow.  We have added a third session for Technical Snow. This 
field day is Saturday, May 2. See CMC Calendar for more details.

Isabella Bird’s Iconic Longs Peak Climb.  Author Jane Koerner will discuss her research 
on Isabella Bird’s 1873 climb of Longs Peak at the annual Eckart Roder Education Fund 
Potluck Dinner, 6 p.m., April 9, at the AMC. Defying the conventions of her time, Bird spent 
nearly four months in the Rockies alone. Her account of this trip helped her book, “A Lady’s 
Life in the Rocky Mountains,” become a bestseller and launched her career as a travel writer. 
Dinner registration: www.cmc.org/eckartroder.

The annual potluck supports the Eckart Roder Education Fund established in 2003 in 
memory of Eckart Roder. a longtime member of the Colorado Mountain Club. The fund 
provides support for the educational programs of the CMC. Grant applications are available. 
Contact Brenda at brendaporter@cmc.org. Deadline for grant applications is May 31. 

TRAIL MIX MOUNTAIN SKILLS ADVENTURE 
CAMP FOR ADULTS 

June 28 - July 2, 2015
 Join us at the base of the Sangre de Cristo 

Mountains in Southern Colorado for summer 
camp. The focus will be on mountain hiking 
skills, safety, map and compass/navigation, 
Leave No Trace, hiking equipment tips and 
tricks. Get certified in Wilderness First Aid 

(16-hour course) or spend those two days 
hiking the Sangres on CMC trips.  Includes 
meals, basic campsites, and all instruction.

CMC Members: $450
Nonmember Guests: $500
Active CMC Trip Leaders: $400
Registration: CMC.org, Calendar, June 28

SPRING LEADER/
INSTRUCTOR GATHERING

Who:  All leaders, senior school instructors/
directors and recent Trip School Grads welcome!
Date:  April 30, Monday  
Location:  AMC Conference Rooms
Time:  5:30 – 6:30  PM Social Hour/
 Food/Refreshments 
Program:  6:30- 8:30 PM
Sponsor:  Denver Safety & Leadership Committee

No fee, but please register on-line 
under Events & Education
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August 2 - 7
In-State Outing
 Celebrate Rocky Mountain National 
Park’s 100th anniversary by visiting the 
park’s west side with its breathtaking natural 
beauty, stunning peaks, lesser used trails 
and extensive moose habitat. This year’s 
outing will take place at the Elk Creek 
Campgrounds, a short distance from the 
park, the Indian Peaks Wilderness and 
Grand Lake. 

August 23 - 30
Yosemite High Sierra Camps 
 Trek in Yosemite National Park’s 
spectacular mountain scenery, deep 
valleys, wild rivers and grand meadows. 
This is an opportunity to stay in the High 
Sierra Camps, a type of hut-to-hut system, 
complete with bedding and meals, so you 
carry a daypack. CMC was fortunate to 
obtain reservations, as the camps are always 
in high demand. 

Sept. 26 - Oct. 11 
Turkey Hike and Culture
 This trip includes four days of hiking in 
the unique desert region of Cappadocia and 
the Ihlara valley. Cappadocia is described 
as both a lunar landscape and fairyland of 
bizarre geologic formations which have been 
carved by people for centuries as homes nd 
safe havens. Then spend four days hiking on 
the spectacular coastal Lycian way. Visits to 
cultural and historic sites complete the trip, 
including Istanbul, Konya and Ephesus. 

April 23 - May 5, 2016 
Grand Canyon Raft & Hike
 Take a motorized, 188-mile raft trip and 
include 5 extra days for hiking along the way. 
This 12-day trip ends with a helicopter ride 
out of the canyon and a plane flight back 
to the put-in. For B & C hiking levels. We 
are currently taking names for the wait list. 
Contact leaders Blake Clark and Rosemary 
Burbank, 303-871-0379; blakerosemary@
cs.com. Fee for CMC members - $4,535; 
deposit is $500 ($300 nonrefundable).

May 21 – 25 Moab Bike and Hike
 We will base camp near Moab and 
explore the famous mountain biking and 
hiking trails in the Moab area, and Arches 
and Canyonlands national parks.  You will 
ride (or hike) with groups of various sizes 
and abilities for four days of adventure 
in this amazing desert wonderland.  You 
provide your own transportation to 
and from the rides and hikes which are 
accessible with any automobile. You also 
need to bring your own camping gear and 
bike (if you ride) or rent one in Moab. 
Carpooling is encouraged.  There are 
rides and hikes suited for beginning to 
advanced riders of all ages. Not included: 
Transportation to Moab, bike and helmet if 
needed and personal camping gear.  $355.
Contact Rick Pratt at rpratt905@gmail.com 
or 303-887-3717 

June 8 - 12, 2015 
Yampa River Adventure 
Contact: Patrick McKinley: 
patrickmckinley@hotmail.com
Fee: Member $1,312, non-member 
          $1,352 (double)  
Prerequisites: B hiker, be a strong swimmer, 
comfortable in white water, experienced 
with primitive camping.  
 The Yampa is the last undammed 
tributary of the Colorado River system and 
surges through cauldrons of big, untamed 
Class III and IV rapids. The Yampa displays 
sandy beaches, colorful canyons, habitats 
for native plants and animals.  Its location 
in Dinosaur National Monument adds an 
intriguing archeological element, and side 
hikes along the river reveal ancient fossils, 
prehistoric Native American ruins, and 
petroglyphs on cliff walls.  All these treasures 
are encased in a strikingly beautiful river 
corridor whose tall, vertical walls are a canvas 
of yellow and red, sometimes  streaked with 
jet-black coloration known as “desert varnish.”

Check out more 
Adventures online
Go to cmc.org/adventuretravel for details 
about these expeditions:

April 12 : Canyon de Chelley
April 16 : Canyon de Chelley
May 4: Scorpion Gulch Utah Llama Trip 
May 9: Camino de Santiago, Spain
May 13: Scotland Highland Way, Ben Nevis
May 22: Grand Canyon Backpack
July 14:  World Summit Series 
  Mt. Elbrus, Russia
July 24: Mt. Kilimanjaro and safari
Aug. 2:  In-State Outing, RMNP
Aug. 23: Yosemite High Sierra Camps
Aug. 29: Hiking the Hill Towns of Tuscany
Sept. 12: Tuscany Cycle Tour 
Sept. 13: Best Hikes of Italy
Sept. 26: Turkey Culture and Hike
Sept. 26: Khumbu Everest, Island Peak
Oct. 4: Anasazi Ruin Bike/Hike Utah
Nov. 22: World Summit Series 
  Cerro de Aconcagua
April 23, 2016: Grand Canyon Raft and Hike 
 

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

Moab Mountain Bike and Hike Adventure
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APRIL SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
In 2015, any member can recruit new CMC members.  Your social activities are a good venue for introducing 
adult family and friends to CMC.  Patricia Leslie and Fred Siersma invite you to host an activity of your 
choice. Potluck gatherings are popular and a great way to bring members together and recruit new ones. 
Hosting a TGIF, TGIT, or TGIW is as easy as making a reservation at your favorite neighborhood café.  
And we welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

Sunday 12 – Short “easy” A hike on a 
DRY section of the Highline Canal Trail.  For 
a complete description of where, when, and 
hike length check online. To register see cmc.
org, Calendar, April 12.  

Friday 17 – TGIF at Chad’s 275 Union, 5:30-
7p.m. Dick 303-980-0573. Bring friends!

Saturday 18 – Dinner at Le Central, 
5:00 p.m.  This French restaurant at 112 E. 
8th Ave. is one of the best deals in town. 
Those interested can carpool afterward to 
the Symphony (see below). Come to one or 
both events. For directions and reservation 
(required), call Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Saturday 18 – Colorado Symphony, 
7:30 p.m.  Beethoven’s Violin Concerto and 
more.  Discount tickets $21.  To sign up, or 
to cancel, you must call the host by 11:30 
a.m. on the day of the concert.  Bob Shedd, 
303-733-2815.

Sunday 19 – Short A level hike on 
the Highline Trail.  To register see cmc.org, 
Calendar, April 19.  
 
Friday 24 – TGIF at Hanson’s. 5:30-7p.m. 
1301 S. Pearl (near the Louisiana-Pearl light 
rail station), from downtown south off  I-25 
at Washington Street. Bob 303-733-2815. 
Bring pals!

Sunday 26 – A level hike on the Highline 
Trail.  See cmc.org, Calendar, April 26. 

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Charlotte A. Ricker, Ricker Studio, 
charlottearicker@gmail.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9 A.M.– 6 P.M., Friday 9 A.M.– 3:00 P.M.

DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES
PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
April 8
Monthly Meetings 2nd Wednesday  7:00pm

Contact:  Frank Burzynski,  
fburzynski@comcast.net 
Location:  Lower Level 
Conference Room, AMC

FLY FISHING SECTION
April 16

Graphic Courtesy Denver Water 

See Page 2

April Spotlight:  Hiking The Highline Canal 
By Patricia Leslie, Social Activities leader 

 Join us for Sunday afternoon, short A level hikes April 12, 19, and 26th. Sign 
up with CMC Trips online, leader P. Leslie. We are celebrating Earth Day, April 
22, for the entire month with hikes on the Highline Canal Trail, pictured here 
courtesy of Denver Water. In the map you may find a stretch of the 66-mile trail 
in your neighborhood.  For the full view, Google “High Line Canal Trail Map.”


