
May 2015 • Mile High Mountaineer •               1

To encourage new members to participate in club activities, the Denver Group is holding a 
“surge” of A and B hikes from May 2 to May 10.  These hikes are for everyone. We will offer ap-
proximately 10 surge hikes, in addition to those that were already scheduled.
 If you are a current member, this is a great time for you to sign up for a hike: the weather is 
beautiful and swimsuit season is coming.  Plus, there are no better people to welcome newer mem-
bers to CMC than you! 

Here are a few of the 
special hikes available:
May 2:  Berrian Mountain, Mt. Galbraith
May 3:  Full Moon/Red Rocks, Walker Ranch Loop
May 5:  Deer Creek Canyon, Chimney Gulch
May 6:  South Valley
May 7:  Mt. Galbraith
May 9:  Mount Goliath/Rogers Peak
May 10: Maxwell Falls, Golden Gate Canyon

 The hikes are not intended to be “new members only” hikes, as there is huge value in 
having new members join a regular CMC hike with tenured CMC members.
To help get new members out on a hike, we will be conducting a calling campaign.  Volunteer 
callers will try to match interested new club members to one of the available hikes, and we hope 
to see between four and six new members on each hike. 
 Interested in helping out or participating? For more information, contact Maddie 
Philley, maddiephilley@gmail.com. If you are a Trip Leader interested in participating in this 
event, contact Kevin Schaal, schaalk@msn.com. If you want to help with the calling campaign 
(and get free food), contact Patricia Leslie, pleslie.leslie@gmail.com.
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Hikers head  to the 
summit of Mount 
Parnassus from 
Watrous Gulch in 
July 2013, Photo by 
Steve Knapp 

RAMPART RANGE ROADLESS 
AREA TRAIL WORK
June 13 and 14
 Please plan to join the Denver and 
Pikes Peak groups for a trail work weekend 
in the northern end of the Rampart Range 
Roadless Area. 
 We’ll be working on Saturday, June 
13 (and maybe also part of Sunday), with 
the US Forest Service to close an illegal 
motorcycle route into the roadless area.  
Registration: cmc.org/calendar
You can send questions to:  
Steve Bonowski  climbersteveb@gmail.com.

ALDERFER/THREE SISTERS
FORESTRY PROJECT
June 13 and 27
  Jefferson County Open Space is 
removing Douglas fir trees on 23 acres in 
Alderfer/Three Sisters open space park.
 Volunteers are needed on Saturdays, 
June 13 and 27, to remove fir seedlings and 
gather and stack tree limbs. 
 Online registration is available at 
cmc.org, Calendar, June 13 or 27. For infor-
mation call David Greist, retired forester, 
303-674-1396.

WILDFLOWER LOVERSTo sign up for a hike:
•  Go to www.cmc.org, log in as a member
•  Scroll over Calendar and click on Trips
•  To go on a Denver Group trip, 
    specify Denver Group in filter 

Prairie Primrose, Trail Ridge Road,
Photo by Linda Koshio Rogers

see page 6
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FLY FISHING FORUM
WITH PETER STITCHER
 Thursday, May 21, 7 p.m. 

Conference Room D at the AMC

Peter Stitcher and Ascent Fly Fishing will 
be speaking on the four major bug groups 
important to fly fishing. Peter will explain 
the bug life cycle, flies used to imitate the 
bug and how to fish them.
Hatched from years spent studying and 

managing trophy trout waters, Ascent Fly 
Fishing’s dual purposes are: to make the 
practical understanding of entomology, 
fish behavior and aquatic habitat available 
to everyone and to apply that knowledge 
on the water. To learn more visit Peter’s 
website, http://www.ascentflyfishing.com.
Come early (6:15) and join the 

educational open forum discussion about 
fly fishing. Have a beer, socialize with other 
fly fishing members, exchange ideas, plan 
your next trip and expend your experience 
and knowledge.
You can learn more about the fly-fishing 

section at our website, http://www.
cmcflyfish.org. The fly-fishing section 
meets monthly March through September 
at the AMC in Golden.

HOW CMC HELPED SAVE THE COLUMBINES
By Lin Wareham-Morris 

 With the wildflower season within sight, it is a good time to 
honor CMC’s historic role in preserving wildflowers.  In keeping 
with the club’s 1912 mission statement to “Encourage the preserva-
tion of forests, flowers, fauna, and natural scenery . . .” the CMC 
began posting “Spare the Flowers” signs throughout the Colorado 
Rockies as early as 1920.  
 This early CMC conservation campaign was warranted by such 
commercial activities as “Wildflower Excursions” featuring train-
loads of passengers proudly displaying armloads of wildflowers.   

 The Colorado Mountain Club was instrumental in lobbying for legislation resulting 
in the 1925 Columbine Law, which made it a misdemeanor, punished by up to $50, to pick 
more than 25 columbines in a day.   In addition, members actually went out patrolling for 
excessive wildflower pickers and then mailing the following letter to the licensed driver: 
 “It has been called to our attention that an automobile licensed in your name has 
been seen in the mountains carrying quantities of wild-flowers. We write to ask your coop-
eration in protecting the wild-flowers.”   
 The CMC is offering member-led wildflower hikes in Rocky Mountain National 
Park as part of the Centennial Celebration: See page 5 or  http://www.cmc.org/About/Yearoft-
heMountaineer/RMNPCentennial.aspx  for more information. 

COUNCIL CORNER  
Happenings at the Denver Group Council

By David Hutchison, Denver Group Council Chair 

Trail Work Initiative   Council appreciates the enthusiastic response from groups and 
sections who volunteered for the Trail Work Initiative. Thank you for supporting this 
worthwhile cause. Open dates are available. 

Spring Into Service Day May 16 This is the fifth annual work day, co-sponsored by CMC 
and Jeffco Open Space, to kick off the summer volunteer season at White Ranch Park. Join 
in for trail building, habitat restoration, historic preservation and youth learning activities. 
Details at Jeffco.us/Open Space/News.

Hike Surge Eleven hikes are being added to the Activity Calendar for the Hike Surge 
scheduled for May 2 to 10. Difficulty ranges from easy A to moderate C. Half of the slots are 
reserved for new members. See story page 1.  
Contact Maddie Philley, maddiephilley@gmail.com, for more information.

Website Migration  The Denver Group  website, www.hikingdenver.net, is separate 
from the club’s statewide website. To unify, standardize and simplify navigating within 
CMC, Council is considering migrating hikingdenver.net to a new website, www.cmc.org/
DenverGroup. For questions or comments, contact David Hutchison.

Questions or comments for the Denver Group Council? 
Contact David Hutchison, dwhutchison3@gmail.com

“Wildflower Excursion,” 
a 115-mile scenic trip 
advertised by the Colo-
rado Midland Railway 
for $1.00 (50 cents for 
children between five 
and twelve years).
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Introduction to Climbing   
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session D Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 4 & 7 at AMC
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $55.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 This is a short introduction to climbing 
and is a prerequisite for Basic Rock, 
Technical Snow, and Basic Ice. We cover 
basic belay technique for top rope climbing. 
We cover gear and how to use it. We provide 
all necessary gear. 

Basic Rock Climbing  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 11 at AMC
Session A Field Days: all day starting no 
later than 8:00 am, May 16 & 17; location 
TBD
Session B Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 19 at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, May 23 & 24; location TBD
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, May 27 at AMC
Session C Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, May 30 & 31; location TBD
Prerequisite: Introduction to Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $85.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 Basic Rock Climbing Seminar is a 
follow-up to Introduction to Climbing. 
Basic Rock is required for completion of the 
Basic Mountaineering certificate. And Basic 
Rock is a pre-requisite for Rock Seconding 
School. We review the Brake-Under-Slide 
belay technique and safe belay practices. We 
also cover rappelling and work on climbing 
technique on slabs and faces. We provide all 
necessary gear. Choose either Session A or 
Session B or Session C.

Rock Rescue Level 1
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 1 & 3 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, June 6; location TBD
Session B Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 9 & 11 at AMC
Session B Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, June 14; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 Rock Rescue Level 1 is a follow-up to Basic 
Rock. Rescue 1 is required for completion of the 
Intermediate Mountaineering certificate. We 
cover how to escape a loaded belay, how to ascend 
a rope with prusiks, and how to rappel past an 
obstruction in the rope. We provide all necessary 
gear. Choose either Session A or Session B.

Rock Seconding
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 15, 16, 17 at AMC
Field Days: all day starting no later than 8:00 
am, June 20 & 21; location TBD
Graduation Climb: time and location TBD; 
aiming for June 27
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $125.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 Rock Seconding School is a follow-
up to Basic Rock. Rock Seconding is 
required for completion of the Intermediate 
Mountaineering certificate. And Rock 
Seconding is a pre-requisite for Traditional 
Lead Climbing School. We cover belaying a 
lead climber, catching a leader fall, cleaning 
gear, and more. We provide all necessary gear.

Sport Climbing 
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, June 22 at AMC
Field Day: all day starting no later than 8:00 
am, June 28; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 The Sport Climbing Seminar is a follow 
up to Basic Rock and Rock Seconding. We 
cover how to safely lead and follow bolted 
rock climbs. We cover how to safely clip 
bolts and how to avoid common errors 
such as Back Clipping and Z Clipping. We 
provide all necessary gear.

Anchors Seminar
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 7 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, July 11; location TBD
Session B Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 22 at AMC
Session B Field Day: all-day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, July 25; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 The Anchors Seminar is a follow up 
to the Rock classes. We cover how to place 
protection and use natural features for 
top rope anchors. We cover how to use 
cordelettes and runners to build anchors. 
We cover how to safely approach in situ 
bolt anchors. This class is required for Trip 
Leaders who wish to lead top rope trips that 
require anchor approach from above. We 
provide all necessary gear.

Traditional Lead Climbing  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Skills Review: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 15 at AMC 
and 8:00 am-2:00 pm July 18 location TBD
Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 20, 22, 27, 29 at AMC
Field Days: all day starting no later than 8:00 
am, July 25, Aug 1, 8 location TBD
Grad Climb: time and location TBD
Prerequisite: Rock Seconding
Class Limit: 24 
Fee: $225.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar

 Trad School is a follow up to the Rock 
classes. We cover fall factors, impact forces, 
and vectors. We cover protection use and 
selection. We cover how to place protection 
on lead. We cover how to use the rope to 
build anchors. We cover the logistics of 
leading multi-pitch climbs. This class is for 
anyone who wishes to know how to lead 
technical climbs, whether they are alpine or 
purely rock. This class is required for Trip 
Leaders who wish to lead multi-pitch rock 
trips. We provide all necessary gear.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10. 

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

Emerald Lake, RMNP
Photo by Frank Burzynski March 2015
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Alpine Scrambling   
Contact: Rich McAdams at 
rich.mcadams@hotmail.com
Lectures: 7:00-9:30 pm, May 21 and May 28 
at the AMC
Field Day 1: 6:00-7:00 pm, May 30; location RMNP
Field Days 2-4: 5:00 am-8:00 pm, dates 
determined within assigned group; location TBD
Prerequisites: Wilderness Trekking School or 
Backpacking School and a Denver Group C 
hiking classification
Class Limit: 18 each session
Fee: $115.00 members; $135 non-members
Register: Online at cmc.org, Calendar, May 21

 Alpine scrambling is a form of 
mountaineering that primarily involves 
off-trail travel, which can consist of steep 
rock, low-angle snow, bushwhacking, 
stream crossings and exposure to falls.  
The harder Colorado 14ers require 
climbers to be competent scramblers, as 
do many of the highest 100.  Please refer 
to the ASC website for additional details, 
including required equipment and books: 
http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/
alpinescramblingcourse

Wilderness Survival School  
Contact: John Lindner, 303-431-7575 or 
jlindner@tristategt.org
Lectures: Wednesdays - May 13, 20 and 27
Time: 7 to about 9:30 p.m.
Location: AMC conference room D
Overnight exercise: Saturday, June 6, returning 
Sunday morning
Prerequisites:  None
Fee: $50. A textbook and some supplies 
will be provided.
Registration: hikingdenver.net/schools/
wildernesssurvivalschool

 The 2015 session of the Wilderness 
Survival School is now open for registration. 
This course is designed to provide the skills 
and self-confidence to increase your odds 
of survival in an unexpected stay in the 
wilderness. Enrollment is open to all CMC 
members with any level of backcountry 
experience or hiking classification. 
 Topics covered will include avoiding 
a survival situation, attitude, shelters, 
signaling and fire craft. Survival related 
medical emergencies and other priorities 
will also be covered.
 The course will consist of three 
evening lectures and an overnight trip, 
June 6. This is not a “sink-or-swim” field 
trip and we will not be surviving on roots, 
berries, wild mushrooms, or killing and 
eating bugs/wildlife. The goal is to learn 
from a simulated survival situation and to 
practice skills with the equipment we should 
normally carry in our daypacks.

Wilderness First Aid 
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@gmail.com
Session 3:  two-day class - Sept. 26 & Oct. 3  
Session 4:  one-day refresher - Nov. 7  
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day
Location: St. Anthony Hospital, Lakewood
Prerequisites: see description
Fee: To be determined
Registration: online at cmc.org, Calendar, or call 
Membership Services at 303-279-3080, ext.2. 

 The Denver Group offers two versions 
of Wilderness First Aid:  a two-day class or 
a one-day refresher.  This comprehensive 
and nationally recognized Wilderness First 
Aid course follows a standardized program 
established by the Emergency Care and 
Safety Institute, and consists of lecture, 
practical experience and a written exam.  
Topics include patient assessment, weather 
related illness, trauma, splinting, medical 
emergencies and altitude illness. 
Two-day class: A comprehensive textbook 
is included in the fee.  A WFA card good 
for 3 years is issued upon completion.  The 
course is open to everyone, regardless of 
experience.  Those with experience are 
encouraged to use this comprehensive 
course as a refresher and practice skills we 
rarely need but are critical to know when we 
need them. Attendance is required on both 
days to complete the course; however, that 
can happen over a few different sessions.
Refresher: This is an abbreviated renewal-
only.  Students must have completed the 
course within the last 4 years and have 
Edition 3 of the textbook.  Students will 
need to pass the exam so must review the 
text prior to the class since lectures will be 
very limited.  Emphasis will be on “hands 
on” experience. A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.     

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Photo:  Hikers on Granite Peak, June 2007, Photo by Rich McAdams.

CMC hikers helped reunite a friendly lost 
dog, Mack, with his owner at the end of a 
hike on the Sourdough Trail in the Indian 
Peaks Wilderness March 14. Mack’s mom had 
searched the loop trail twice trying to find 
him. Photo by Carol Bennett.
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Outdoor Photography
Contact: Dan Orcutt, Photography Section 
chair,  orcuttpscmc@gmail.com 
Lectures/Field Days: May 30, June 6
Location: AMC
Prerequisites: Any member with any type of 
camera
Class limit:  20
Fee: $40 for both days (no discount for 
skipping one day)
Registration: cmc.org/Calendar/Classes/May 30

 Ever wondered what’s the difference 
between taking a snapshot and making a 
great photograph? Then this is the class 
for you. The Photography Section is again 
offering a basic workshop on outdoor 
photography.
 This class is for any CMC member, with 
any type of camera, a desire to learn and a 
love of the outdoors. 
 While emphasizing basic concepts, 
this workshop is flexible enough to 
accommodate all levels of outdoor 
photographers.  Our first day begins with a 
morning presentation. Afternoon we take a 
photo walk in Golden. The second Saturday 
we visit Red Rocks Park.

Backpacking School
Contact: John Aldag, director,
 John_Aldag@msn.com
Lectures: June 24, July 8, 22, 
Aug. 5, 19, Sept. 2 at 6:30pm 
Location:  AMC
Field Days:  July 12, 25-26, 
Aug. 8-9, and Sept. 5-7
Limit: 60
Fee: $100
Register: online at cmc.org, 
Calendar, June 24

 The pictures you’ve seen of 
places along the Colorado Trail 
are beautiful!  The trail beckons. 
You’ve decided that you must see 
it for yourself. But you wonder 
if your backpacking skills and 
confidence are up to the task.
 The Rio Grande Pyramid is on your 
“Must Climb” list. It is a long drive to the 
trailhead and definitely not a day trip.  If 
only you felt more comfortable with your 
backpacking skills.
 If any of these describe you, the Denver 
Group Backpacking School is for you! You 
will learn – or relearn – skills needed to 
safely backpack in non-winter Colorado 
mountains.  You’ll hear about best practices 
to keep everything going as planned and 
how do deal with situations when they don’t. 
Important topics covered include: gear and 
clothing; camp craft and skills; organizing a 
trip, pack, tent and camp; navigation; basic 
first aid; staying warm; Leave No Trace; 
packing and packing lighter; avoiding 
problems with animals and weather.

 The school involves 6 classes, a day trip, 
a couple of single night trips and a multi-
night trip. It provides excellent preparation 
for the Winter Camping School or Basic 
Mountaineering School.
 
 The Denver Group Backpacking School 
is open to all CMC members, 18 and older, 
regardless of hiking classification, and youth 
15-17, accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
Graduating provides a B hiking classification 
and satisfies one of the requirements for a C 
classification.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Backpackers head up the Meadow Creek Trail near Frisco toward Eccles Pass March 24, 2013. (Courtesy of John Aldag)

A hiker takes in the view at the intersection of the Gore Trail and  
Meadow Creek Trail near Frisco looking south toward Breckenridge, 
Aug. 2, 2014. (Courtesy of John Aldag)

Avalanche Lily 
Parika Lake Trail, 
Photo by Linda 
Koshio Rogers
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PROSPER
WEALTH ADVISORS

Brad L. Chumley 
CMC Member

Vernon E. Bass, CFP®

CMC Member
Registered Representative.  Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer,  Member FINRA/SIPC Investment Advisor Representative. Cambridge 

Investment Research Advisors Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Prosper Wealth Advisors are not affiliated.4704 Harlan Street, Suite 660, Lakeside, Co 80212

Do You Know VERN? Have You Met BRAD?
Well why not?

Vernon E. Bass, CFP® and Brad L. Chumley
Invite you to discuss:

Who they are!  What they do!  And, how that can help you!
Today’s investment landscape is a lot like Colorado, many peaks and valleys.   

Preparing your financial future is similar to planning to climb one of our tallest peaks.   
It takes a plan of action, the right gear, a compass & map to navigate and a team to plan the route.

We would like to be a part of your team!

Prosper Wealth Advisors offers all CMC members  
a complimentary portfolio review.   

Call today to schedule yours.  

Call Lori Sittner at (303) 458-5250 to make an appointment.

Denver Conservation Committee will meet Monday, May 18, in the second floor 
Baker classroom at 6:30 pm. This is a general meeting to discuss a variety of conservation 
topics and current events. We will review the Rampart Wildlands Roadless Area Project 
including the June 13 weekend forest restoration outing. We will talk about hikes into areas 
of conservation interest, the CMC/Denver conservation programs, Jeffco Open Space, and 
latest Forest Service action. We welcome all members and guests who may be interested in 
hearing or talking about conservation. 
For information, contact Claude Neumann, 720-524-1645 claudeneumann@earthlink.net.

Database help wanted in office. The office needs a volunteer to search the Denver 
membership database to examine individual accounts and check to see who paid for the 
printed version of the Mile High Mountaineer. This is a one-time assignment, expected to 
take about 16 hours. Please contact Roger Wendell at office@cmc.org. Anyone who did not 
pay for mail delivery and is getting it anyway, should contact Roger at office@cmc.org.

 CMC Member Orientation Webinar. Sign up on the CMC 
trip calendar, May 14, 6:30-7:00 pm.  Learn about the many ways 
to get involved with the Colorado Mountain Club. We will discuss 
recreation, education and conservation opportunities, give an 
overview of trips, volunteer opportunities, and programs of the 
CMC, including our award-winning Youth Education Program and 
CMC Press.  You will have the opportunity to ask questions and get 
contact information for your local group.

Moab and Arches Guide  Pick up a copy of the first hiking 
guidebook for the State of Utah published by the CMC Press. The 
Best Moab and Arches National Park Hikes features 20 of the best 
hikes in southeast Utah’s red rock country—from the world famous 
Delicate Arch, to lesser-known, hidden spots near Moab. To order 
a copy, please visit our store or call 303-279-3080.

TRAIL MIX WILDFLOWER LOVERS
SUMMER SPECIALS

By Linda Koshio Rogers
Centennial Wildflower Hikes chair

 Come see and experience the wild-
flower bounty of Rocky Mountain National Park! 

Currently there are five trips with Native Plant 
Masters, Dan Kunz and Judy King.  

Judy King is a 40-year CMC member and trip 
leader. She became a Native Plant Master six 
years ago and rather likes being called a “recre-
ational flower hobbyist.”

 Dan Kunz has been a CMC member 
and trip leader since 1978, a Native Plant Master 
since 2005.   Dan is also a Mt. Evans Interpreter 
in areas of flora, geology, history, with special 
interest in the majestic bristlecone pine trees.  

As a team, Dan and Judy offer wildflower hikes 
for the CMC. Anyone who has been on these 
hikes will attest to the extensive botanical infor-
mation Dan and Judy provide.  They even scout 
out the trail beforehand to see what is bloom-
ing. They prepare detailed plant lists for each 
hike, complete with taxonomic names, common 
names, and family. 

 Hikes are A and B level: 8 to 12 miles or 
1,200 to 2,500 feet altitude gain.

  Trip dates:
 June 26: TBD
 July 10: Columbine Trail
 July 24: Moraine Park to Fern Lake
 Aug. 7: Ute Trail to Poudre Lake
 Aug. 14: Twin Sisters
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May 21 – 25 Moab Bike and Hike
 We will base camp near Moab and explore 
the famous mountain biking and hiking trails 
in the Moab area, and Arches and Canyonlands 
national parks.  You will ride (or hike) with 
groups of various sizes and abilities for four days 
of adventure in this amazing desert wonderland.  
You provide your own transportation to and from 
the rides and hikes which are accessible with any 
automobile. You also need to bring your own 
camping gear and bike (if you ride) or rent one in 
Moab. Carpooling is encouraged.  There are rides 
and hikes suited for beginning to advanced riders 
of all ages. Not included: Transportation to Moab, 
bike and helmet if needed and personal camping 
gear.  $355.
Contact Rick Pratt at rpratt905@gmail.com 
or 303-887-3717. 

June 8 - 12, 2015 
Yampa River Adventure 
Contact: 
Patrick McKinley: patrickmckinley@hotmail.com
Fee: Member $1,312, non-member 
          $1,352 (double)  
Prerequisites: B hiker, be a strong swimmer, 
comfortable in white water, experienced with 
primitive camping.  

 The Yampa is the last undammed tributary 
of the Colorado River system and surges through 
cauldrons of big, untamed Class III and IV rapids. 
The Yampa displays sandy beaches, colorful 
canyons, habitats for native plants and animals.  Its 
location in Dinosaur National Monument adds an 
intriguing archeological element, and side hikes 
along the river reveal ancient fossils, prehistoric 
Native American ruins, and petroglyphs on cliff 
walls.  All these treasures are encased in a strikingly 
beautiful river corridor whose tall, vertical walls 
are a canvas of yellow and red, sometimes  streaked 
with jet-black coloration known as “desert varnish.”

Check out more 
Adventures online
Go to cmc.org/adventuretravel for details 
about these expeditions:

April 12 : Canyon de Chelley
April 16 : Canyon de Chelley
May 4: Scorpion Gulch Utah Llama Trip 
May 9: Camino de Santiago, Spain
May 13: Scotland Highland Way, Ben Nevis
May 22: Grand Canyon Backpack
July 14:  World Summit Series 
  Mt. Elbrus, Russia
July 24: Mt. Kilimanjaro and safari
Aug. 2:  In-State Outing, RMNP
Aug. 23: Yosemite High Sierra Camps
Aug. 29: Hiking the Hill Towns of Tuscany
Sept. 12: Tuscany Cycle Tour 
Sept. 13: Best Hikes of Italy
Sept. 26: Turkey Culture and Hike
Sept. 26: Khumbu Everest, Island Peak
Oct. 4: Anasazi Ruin Bike/Hike Utah
Nov. 22: World Summit Series 
  Cerro de Aconcagua
April 23, 2016: Grand Canyon Raft and Hike 
 

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES
By Dave Bebell, CMC Trip Leader

 Rick Hahn passed away on Jan. 25, after a 
long fight with pulmonary fibrosis.  Rick was a 
CMC Denver Group member and trip leader, 
and loved his adventures in the high country. 
  I met Rick in September 2000, when we 
separately signed up for a CMC trip to Navajo 
Lake to climb the Wilsons and El Diente.  
Through the climb, Rick and I forged a 
partnership and friendship that lasted the rest 
of our lives together.
Rick and I each had climbed over 40 
fourteeners, but we both had several of 
Colorado’s hardest to climb. We joined our 
efforts on Wilson Peak, Mount Wilson, El 
Diente, Blanca Peak, Little Bear, Ellingwood, 
Pyramid and Maroon Peak.  In doing so, we 
helped each other toward our goal of climbing 
all 54 fourteeners – accomplished shortly 
afterward.  Along the way, we shared many 
stories of the high mountains, including Rick’s 
climbs on three of the Seven Summits, where 
he ascended Kilimanjaro and Mount Elbrus – 
and came close to the top of Aconcagua. 
 Rick was an accomplished mountain 
climber, comfortable with dizzying heights, 
snow climbs, scree and talus slopes, roped 
ascents, backpacking and camping in the 
wilderness.  Our strengths complemented one 
another, and we made a good team.  Rick also 
had many other interests: flying, motorcycling, 
track racing, and especially his skiing and ski 
racing with his family.
 As Rick went through the challenges of 
pulmonary fibrosis, his lung transplant, and 
the treatments that followed, we didn’t climb 
any more mountains together – but we shared 
many a beer, meal, and Bronco game.  We 
never ran out of stories to share, either.  Rick 
made an impact on my life, and I am richer for 
his company.  
Happy trails, friend – until we meet again!

 

Calypso Orchid, Baker Gulch Trail to Parika,
Photo by Linda Koshio Rogers

Rick Hahn, left, and 
Dave Bebell on Little 
Bear Peak, July 28, 
2001, one of their 
many high climbs 
together. Blanca Peak 
is in the background.
Photo by anonymous 
hiker

Wild Candytuft - Trail Ridge Road Rock Cut
Photo by Linda Koshio Rogers
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MAY SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
We welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

Friday 8 – TGIF at Chad’s 275 Union.  
5:30 – 7 p.m.  Drop by and meet some other 
hikers, including Dick Dieckman, your host, 
and likely our pal, Rocky Smith.  Dick has 
hiked around the Alps and Rocky’s first trip 
with CMC was climbing Mt. Richtofen.  Be 
SURE to check with Dick, in advance, on 
how to find the group in Chad’s, a busy place 
on a Friday. 303-980-0573.  
Sunday 10 - Hike on the Highline Canal Trail.  
Enjoy a hike on a short section of this 
National Landmark Trail. It will be an 
afternoon A level hike, around 3 miles 
roundtrip. New members are especially 
welcome. Sign up via cmc.org/calendar. 
Friends welcome, too. P. Leslie. 
Sunday 17 - Hike on the Highline Canal Trail.  
Same plan as above, hike another section.

Saturday 23 - Dinner at Colore Italian 
Restaurant, 5:00 p.m.  This restaurant and 
pizzeria at 2700 South Broadway has great 
food. Those interested can join us afterward 
on RTD Light Rail to the Symphony (see 
below). Come to one or both events.  For 
directions and reservation (required), call 
Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.
Saturday 23 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m.  
Beethoven’s 4th Piano Concerto, plus Walton’s 
spectacular “Belshazzar’s Feast.” Discount 
tickets $22. To sign up  or to cancel, you must 
call the host by 11:30 a.m. on the day of the 
concert.  Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.
Friday 29  - TGIF, especially for new hikers.  Chad’s, 
275 Union, 5:30-7 p.m. Please check with Fred 
Siersma, in advance, FredSiersma@aol.com for 
where to meet our CMC group in Chad’s. 
 

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Charlotte A. Ricker, Ricker Studio, 
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DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
May 13

Monthly Meetings 2nd Wednesday 7:00pm

Contact:  Frank Burzynski,  
fburzynski@comcast.net 
Location:  Lower Level 
Conference Room, AMC

FLY FISHING SECTION
May 21

Pictured: Catherine 
Wren, Roy Wren, Jan 
Barnes, Selma Kristel, 
Jane White, Pete White, 
Julie McCahan, Harold 
Westbye, Patricia Ber-
man, Fred Siersma, 
Sharon Silva, and Terri 
Hardue at Badwater 
Basin, Death Valley, 
California.

See Page 2

May Focus: Hikes for new members 
By Patricia Leslie, Social Activities leader

Friday 1 – May Day “Top Events and Things to Do.”  Besides enjoying some typical 
May Day activity – like dancing around a Maypole – Plan a hike!  The Denver Group 
is reaching out to new members with additional hikes between May 2-10. We want 
to match our new members with a hike of their choice, A,B, C etc.  Even an A level 
hike can take you to a great place. Fred Siersma’s first CMC “easy A” hike took him to 
Badwater Basin in 2010. Go to cmc.org/Calendar and see where your next hike can take 
you.  If you haven’t hiked yet with CMC, contact pleslie.leslie@gmail.com. In addition, 
check out the Highline Trail hikes below.

 

Great Blue Heron

BIRDING WITH MIKE
“Spring Hotspots”

Classes: 
6 - 8 pm, 

on May 27, June 3, 10, 17
      

Field trips: 
mornings of May 30,

 June 6, 13, 20

Details:  www.BirdingWithMike.com
Questions:  Mike1.foster@comcast.net


