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 For newbies and experienced hikers alike, Wilderness Trekking School has a lot 
to offer.  Created by the Denver Group of the CMC, the school is open to all club members. 
The spring course filled up fast and there was a waiting list as well. 
 It’s not too early to sign up for the fall, which begins Sept. 8 and concludes before 
Thanksgiving.  The fee includes five lectures and five field days for $100 for Denver Group 
members until Sept. 1.  The last series registered 115 students, enough for nine groups.
 WTS helps you survive a night in the wild, avoid getting lost, eat, hydrate and dress 
properly for maximum enjoyment, learn how to read topo maps and use a compass, among other 
valuable skills.  Plus you have fun and meet new friends.
 Some students think the best part of the course is the snow-travel day; others love 
the final hike, which they plan and execute with their group.
 WTS has the largest enrollment of all CMC Denver schools. Students are all ages, 
from 18 to 80.   WTS gives you the opportunity to learn how to travel safely and confidently 
in the backcountry. If you are self-taught, WTS is sure to enhance your skills and fill in some 
gaps.  Students learn and practice in a non-competitive, non-confrontational setting.  

 To register and for details, go to cmc.org, Calendar, Sept. 8. 
 or hikingdenver.net/schools/wts or see Page 4.
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Forging their own trail and using compasses for navigation, members of Group 13 set off in dense vegetation 
on Sunday, May 31, to find their destination, the summit of Mt. Thorodin, in Golden Gate Canyon State Park. 
Photo by Diane Causey. 

MEEKER AREA
TRAIL CONSTRUCTION
July 31 – August 2
 Join CMC and the White River 
field office of BLM for some light trail work 
outside of Meeker. CMC’s two-person sum-
mer seasonal crew is scheduled to join us. 
We’ll drive up on Friday for a car-camp out-
side Meeker. Saturday we install a connector 
trail between two other trails on BLM land. 
If our work is done, on Sunday we’ll do a 
short hike in the area near Trappers Lake, 
the birthplace of wilderness preservation in 
the United States.
Individual food. Camping gear needed. Car-
pooling from Front Range will be set up.
Registration: cmc.org/Calendar/July
Questions: Steve Bonowski, trip leader, 
climbersteveb@gmail.com 

CRAIG AREA
TRAIL CONSTRUCTION
Aug. 14 - 16
 Join CMC and the Craig field 
office of the BLM for a fun work weekend 
on scenic Duffy Mountain outside of Craig. 
Details to follow.  
Questions: Steve Bonowski, trip leader, 
climbersteveb@gmail.com 

By Vicky Gits, Assistant WTS Instructor and Robin Starr, WTS Committee Member

Male blue grouse near Granby May 3, 2015, 
Photo by Linda Koshio Rogers.
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FIRST ANNUAL 
FAMILY PICNIC & 
FISHING CONTEST 

Sat., July 18 
11 a.m. to evening

By Herb Grotheer,
Fly Fishing Section Promotion Coordinator

 Bring spouses, children, family members 
and friends for a barbecue, fellowship, 
games and fun, Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m 
to evening at the Bear Creek Green Belt 
Shelter, 2800 S. Estes St. Lakewood. 

 Food and drinks will be supplied. (Hot 
dogs, brats, hamburgers, beer and soft 
drinks). Please bring a side dish or dessert 
to share.  

 Fishing contest:  Prizes and gift cards for 
the first fish, smallest fish, largest fish, and 
most fish caught and released in Bear Creek 
or the ponds.

 The shelter is located toward the south 
end of the parking lot, near the Stone House. 
It has eight tables and one double grill and 
accommodates up to 80 people.  There are 
permanent restrooms near the shelter. 

  This event is the monthly fly-fishing 
section gathering for the month of 
July.  Go to http://www.lakewood.org/
BearCreekGreenbelt/ to learn more about 
the park.  Contact John Semich, if you are 
willing to help set up this event.

COUNCIL CORNER  
By Kevin Schaal, Secretary, Denver Group Council

Trail Work Trip Leaders:  The need has become critical for us to recruit and train new 
leaders to coordinate work-day projects with State Forest Service and then lead CMC trip 
participants on the day of the event.  Many of our volunteers who have been leading this 
vital conservation initiative are not able to lead as many trips as in past years. Contact 
Grover Cleveland at groverc@att.net for more information.  
Hiker Classification Update:  Recent changes in the organization of the technical schools 
have led to the introduction of two new certifications:  Basic Mountaineering and 
Intermediate Mountaineering.  As a result, the hiker classification policy has been undated 
to accept these certifications for the D hiker classification.  See http://www.hikingdenver.
net/membership/tri[classifications/how-to-change-your-classification.  Contact Roger 
Wendell (office@cmc.org) for more information. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Denver Group 

Service Awards
 Do you know a CMC Denver leader, 

a school instructor, or a volunteer that 
deserves recognition? Someone whose 
actions make a significant difference in 
the activities and training offered to our 
members? The Service Awards, along with 
the Volunteer of the Year Award, will be 
awarded at the Annual Dinner on Oct. 25 at 
the AMC.

 Send your Service Award nominations 
by e-mail with a short paragraph of 
explanation to Jeff Flax, Jeff@JFlax.com, by 
July 1. The Service Awards Committee will 
review all nominations and make Service 
Award selections, which will be announced 
in the November MHM. 

FIRST HIKE SURGE ATTRACTS 22  
By Maddie Philley, Denver Group Council Member

 From May 2 to 10, eight trip leaders from the Denver Group led 11 hikes, as part of the 
first-ever Hike Surge. 
 As a result of the campaign, at least 22 new members participated in a hike and we 
engaged a total of 60 new and old members on hikes. One of the new members said, “I 
better understand how the CMC hike system works. I’ll have a better idea of which hikes to 
sign up for that fit my capability and interest.”
 Volunteers called more than 250 members who had recently joined to invite them on 
the hikes, which ranged from Easy A to Difficult C. 
 The Surge was an effort to provide new members with opportunities to meet other new 
hikers and, as trip leader Patricia Leslie said, “Gives us even more opportunities to hear their 
expectations of CMC.”  
 The event also provided an opportunity to answer questions from new members and to 
prepare them for future hikes.
 Some things we learned:
 • Trip leaders really wanted to be asked to lead these hikes. 
 • New members feel appreciated when we reach out to them, but they don’t always   
  act when we suggest hikes. 
 • We need a better way to reserve spots on the website for new members.
 • As a result of the surge, early discussions have been started around having 
  monthly new member hikes 
 Thank you to the Brenda Porter, Carol Smith, Kevin Schaal, Patricia Leslie, Roger 
Wendell, Scott Robson, and Sue Osborn for taking time to call new members and invite 
them to participate in CMC Denver.  Thank you also to Kevin Schaal, Dave Hutchison, 
Cheryl Ames, Bob Collins, John Walters and Elaine Kallos for leading Hike Surge hikes.  We 
hope to continue the Hike Surge in the future. 
Please contact Maddie Philley (Maddie.philley@gmail.com) if you are interested in helping.

PEAK HAPPY HOURS
BARRELS & BOTTLES  BREWERY
600 12th St. Golden 

Aug. 12 
sponsored by
Tenkara USA
Sept. 9 
sponsored by
Peak Patch

JAGGED MOUNTAIN BREWERY
1139 20th St. Denver

July 8, 5 p.m. 
sponsored by
Movement 
Climbing Gym
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Backpacking 
School
Contact: John Aldag, director,
 John_Aldag@msn.com
Lectures: June 24, July 8, 22, 
Aug. 5, 19, Sept. 2 at 6:30pm 
Location:  AMC
Field Days:  July 12, 25-26, 
Aug. 8-9, and Sept. 5-7
Limit: 60
Fee: $100.00
Register: online at cmc.org, 
Calendar, June 24

 You are a novice at hiking and camping but 
have seen friends who do it come back refreshed and 
inspired and you are curious.
 You’ve done many day trips.  Now you want to 
see the stars and listen to early morning sounds in 
the wilderness.
 The Rio Grande Pyramid is on your “Must 
Climb” list. It is a long drive to the trailhead and 
definitely not a day trip.  If only you felt more 
comfortable with your backpacking skills.
 If any of these describe you, the Denver Group 
Backpacking School is for you! You will learn – or 
relearn – skills needed to safely backpack in non-
winter Colorado mountains.  You’ll hear about 
best practices to keep everything going as planned 
and how do deal with situations when they don’t. 
Important topics covered include: gear and clothing; 
camp craft and skills; organizing a trip, pack, tent and 
camp; navigation; basic first aid; staying warm; Leave 
No Trace; packing and packing lighter; avoiding 
problems with animals and weather.

Anchors Seminar
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 7 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, July 11; location TBD
Session B Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 22 at AMC
Session B Field Day: all-day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, July 25; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 The Anchors Seminar is a follow up to the 
Rock classes. We cover how to place protection and 
use natural features for top rope anchors. We cover 
how to use cordelettes and runners to build anchors. 
We cover how to safely approach in situ bolt anchors. 
This class is required for Trip Leaders who wish to 
lead top rope trips that require anchor approach 
from above. We provide all necessary gear.

Traditional Lead Climbing  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Skills Review: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 15 at AMC 
and 8:00 am-2:00 pm July 18 location TBD
Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, July 20, 22, 27, 29 at AMC
Field Days: all day starting no later than 8:00 
am, July 25, Aug 1, 8 location TBD
Grad Climb: time and location TBD
Prerequisite: Rock Seconding
Class Limit: 24 
Fee: $225.00
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar
 Trad School is a follow up to the Rock classes. 
We cover fall factors, impact forces, and vectors. We 
cover protection use and selection. We cover how 
to place protection on lead. We cover how to use 
the rope to build anchors. We cover the logistics of 
leading multi-pitch climbs. This class is for anyone 
who wishes to know how to lead technical climbs, 
whether they are alpine or purely rock. This class is 
required for Trip Leaders who wish to lead multi-
pitch rock trips. We provide all necessary gear.

Rescue Level 2
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session A Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
 Aug 10 & 12 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day Aug 15 starting  
 no later than 6:00AM,  location TBD
Session B Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
 Aug 17 & 19 at AMC
Session B Field Day: all day Aug 23 starting 
no later than 6:00AM,  location TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 8 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org 
 Rock Rescue Level 2 introduces students to the 
skills necessary to help you extricate yourself and 
members of your party from technically difficult 
climbing situations using only the people in your 
group and the gear you have with you. 

 Topics include load-releasable knots, rescue 
tethers, freeing stuck rappel ropes, belayed/counter-
balance/tandem rappels, lowering systems, raising 
systems, rope ascending methods, passing knots, and 
transitions to dynamic escapes. 
 The ideal candidate will have instructed Basic 
Mountaineering School, completed Traditional Lead 
Climbing School, or the equivalent. This is NOT a 
beginner course. 

Introduction to Climbing
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session E Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
 Aug 24 & 26 at AMC
Session F Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
 Sep 1 & 3 at AMC
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $55.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 This is a short introduction to climbing and is 
a prerequisite for Basic Rock, Technical Snow, and 
Basic Ice. We cover basic belay technique for top 
rope climbing. We cover gear and how to use it. We 
provide all necessary gear. 

Basic Rock Climbing  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session D Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, Sep 9 at AMC
Session D Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, Sep 12 & 13; location TBD
Prerequisite: Introduction to Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $85.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Basic Rock Climbing Seminar is a 
follow-up to Introduction to Climbing. Basic 
Rock is required for completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering certificate. And Basic Rock is 
a pre-requisite for Rock Seconding School. We 
review the Brake-Under-Slide belay technique 
and safe belay practices. We also cover 
rappelling and work on climbing technique 
on slabs and faces. We provide all necessary 
gear. Choose either Session A or Session B or 
Session C.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10. 

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

Backpackers head up the Meadow Creek Trail near Frisco
toward Eccles Pass March 24, 2013. (Courtesy of John Aldag)

Field Day 4, May 13, survival shelter 
White Ranch Park. Photo by Diane Causey.
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Wilderness 
Trekking School 
Lectures: Tuesdays, Sept. 
8, 15, 29, and Oct. 6 and 
13 at 6:30 p.m., American 
Mountaineering Center, 
Golden, CO 
Field Days: Your choice 
of :
Thursdays Sept. 17, 24, 
Oct. 1, 15 & Nov. 19; 
Saturdays Sept. 19, 26, 
Oct. 3, 17 & Nov. 21 or
Sundays Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 
4, 18, and Nov. 22.
Fee: $100 Denver Group 
Members; $110 non-DG 
members, until Sept. 1; 
$120 or $130 after Sept. 1.
Register: cmc.org, Calendar, Sept. 8 
Contact: http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/
wts or 303/279-3080 Ext 2 
   Wilderness Trekking School is for all – 
whether you want to bag a few 14ers – OR 
– just want to enjoy the scenery. WTS is a 
great introduction to the Colorado Mountain 
Club and a place to meet new friends. WTS 
is Colorado Mountain Club’s largest school, a 
comprehensive course on mountain hiking. 
Students are all ages, from 18 to 80. If you’re 
new to hiking, WTS gives you the opportunity 
to learn how to travel safely – and with 
confidence – in the backcountry. If you’re an 
experienced hiker, WTS gives you a chance 
to review, to enhance your skills, and possibly 
to fill in some gaps. WTS also fulfills one of 
the requirements to obtain a Denver Group 
C hiker classification and to finish Basic 
Mountaineering School. It is not necessary to 
have a C classification to sign up for a C or D 
hike. (See Sign-up Policy on p. 5)
Topics include:
• Essential gear, helping you decide what you 
need to buy and carry 
• Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders 
and talus to tundra 
• Map & compass skills, figuring out where 
you are, navigation and route-finding 
• Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, 
rain, lightning, and snow 
• Nutrition, helping you choose what food and 
water to carry 
• Handling an unexpected night in the 
backcountry and a backcountry emergency
• Snow travel and avalanche awareness, 
handling unexpected snow on the trail 
• Leave No Trace practices 
next graph and quotes can be deleted

 The course consists of five Tuesday night 
lectures, four field days, a group hike, and 
weekly homework. Students are assigned 
to groups of 10-12, based on hiking pace, 
conditioning, and prior experience. Instructor 

teams consist of a senior instructor and 
two assistant instructors. Students have 
the opportunity to learn techniques of safe 
backcountry travel and to practice in a non-
competitive, non-confrontational setting. 
Students plan and complete a CMC trip with 
their field group. WTS is a great place to learn 
and practice new skills, make new friends, and 
become a safe backcountry traveler. 

Call for Instructors 
 The Wilderness Trekking School 
Committee   is looking for instructors for 
the Fall 2015 session that begins on Tuesday, 
September 8. We encourage previous WTS 
instructors and WTS graduates to volunteer. 
Senior instructors must be approved CMC 
trip leaders. All instructors must be willing 
to accommodate all paces and skill levels 
from beginner to advanced. They must love 
the mountains and be eager and able to teach 
students the skills for safe backcountry travel. 
For more information, including application, 
additional requirements, and course schedule, 
go to http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/
wts. WTSC gives preference to applicants who 
are available for all lectures and field days. 
Applications are due by Tuesday, August 4. 
Send your application to one of the following 
WTS committee members: 
Senior Instructors – 
Dave Callais, dctstrider@comcast.net 
Returning Associates – 
Ken Gurvin, gurv1@msn.com
New First Time Assistants – 
Marc Borai, mdborai@aol.com. 

Thank you in advance for your interest 
and participation! 

Rescue Level 1
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, Sep 21 at AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, Sep 26; location TBD
Session D Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, Sep 29 at AMC
Session D Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, Oct 3; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Rescue Level 1 is a follow-up to Basic 
Rock. Rescue 1 is required for completion of the 
Intermediate Mountaineering certificate. We cover 
how to escape a loaded belay, how to ascend a rope 
with prusiks, and how to rappel past an obstruction 
in the rope. We provide all necessary gear. Choose 
either Session A or Session B.

Navigation Level 1 
(Basic Map & Compass)
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session C Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
 Sep 28 & Oct 1 at AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting at 
 6:00 am, Oct 4; location TBD
Session D Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
 Oct 13 & 15 at AMC
Session D Field Day: all day starting at 
 6:00 am, Oct 18; location TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 This is a Basic Map and Compass course 
meant to be solid preparation for Navigation Level 
2. Navigation Level 2 is required for completion of 
the Basic Mountaineering certificate. In addition 
to how to use map and compass, we cover digital 
sources, smartphone apps, and GPS devices. 
Compass with declination adjustment is required 
for this class. Choose either Session A or Session B.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Field Day 5, WTS Group 13 near Panorama Point, Photo by Mike Fehn.

“I thought I knew a lot about hiking. 
Was I wrong! WTS taught me so much 
more than I imagined.” 
 – WTS Student 
“I learned some useful information (that) 
I didn’t know that I didn’t know.” 
 – WTS Student

Field day 5, May 31 Golden Gate Canyon State Park,
Photo by Diane Causey.
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Rock Seconding School  
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session B Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
Oct 5, 7, 9 at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, Oct. 10 & 11; location TBD
Session B Graduation Climb: time and 
location TBD; aiming for June 27
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $125
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Seconding School is a follow-up to Basic 
Rock. Rock Seconding is required for completion of 
the Intermediate Mountaineering certificate. And 
Rock Seconding is a pre-requisite for Traditional 
Lead Climbing School. We cover belaying a lead 
climber, catching a leader fall, cleaning gear, and 
more. We provide all necessary gear.

Rock Rescue Level 2
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session C Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
Oct 20 & 22 at AMC
Session C Field Day: all day Oct 24 starting 
no later than 6:00 am, location TBD
Session D Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, 
Oct 26 & 27 at AMC
Session D Field Day: all day Oct 31 starting 
no later than 6:00 am, location TBD
Prerequisite: Rescue Level 1
Class Limit: 8 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Rescue Level 2 introduces students to 
the skills necessary to help you extricate yourself 
and members of your party from technically 
difficult climbing situations using only the people in 
your group and the gear you have with you. Topics 
include load-releasable knots, rescue tethers, freeing 
stuck rappel ropes, belayed/counter-balance/
tandem rappels, lowering systems, raising systems, 
rope ascending methods, passing knots, and 
transitions to dynamic escapes. The ideal candidate 
will have instructed Basic Mountaineering School, 
completed Traditional Lead Climbing School, or 
the equivalent. This is NOT a beginner course. 

Rock Rescue Level 3
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Oct 28 & 29 at AMC
Field Day: all day Nov 1 starting no later 
than 6:00 am, location TBD
Prerequisite: Rescue Level 2
Class Limit: 8
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Rescue Level 3 picks up where 
Rescue Level 2 leaves off. We will look at more 
practical applications of the material taught in 

Level 2. We will look at more scenarios in which 
those skills might be useful. The ideal candidate 
will have instructed Basic Mountaineering School, 
completed Traditional Lead Climbing School, or 
the equivalent. This is NOT a beginner course. 

Wilderness First Aid 
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@gmail.com
Session 3:  two-day class - Oct. 3 & 10 
Session 4:  one-day refresher - Nov. 7  
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day
Location: St. Anthony Hospital, Lakewood
Prerequisites: see description
Fee: To be determined
Registration: online at cmc.org, Calendar, or call 
Membership Services at 303-279-3080, ext.2. 
 The Denver Group offers two versions of 
Wilderness First Aid:  a two-day class or a one-day 
refresher.  This comprehensive and nationally 
recognized Wilderness First Aid course follows 
a standardized program established by the 
Emergency Care and Safety Institute, and consists 
of lecture, practical experience and a written exam.  
Topics include patient assessment, weather related 
illness, trauma, splinting, medical emergencies and 
altitude illness. 
Two-day class: A comprehensive textbook is 
included in the fee.  A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.  The course 
is open to everyone, regardless of experience.  
Those with experience are encouraged to use this 
comprehensive course as a refresher and practice 
skills we rarely need but are critical to know when 
we need them. Attendance is required on both days 
to complete the course; however, that can happen 
over a few different sessions.

Refresher: This is an abbreviated renewal-only.  
Students must have completed the course within 
the last 4 years and have Edition 3 of the textbook.  
Students will need to pass the exam so must 
review the text prior to the class since lectures will 
be very limited.  Emphasis will be on “hands on” 
experience. A WFA card good for 3 years is issued 
upon completion.     

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Field Day 5, Summit Shot, Photo by Diane Causey.

HIKE SIGN-UP 
POLICY IN EFFECT 

AS OF FEB. 1
 Any CMC Denver Group member 

may sign up for any open hike listed in 
the CMC Trip Calendar beginning Feb. 1. 
Previously, a   a C or D hiker classification 
was required to sign up for C or D hikes 
without first contacting the Trip Leader.
 The CMC hike classification system 

continues in its present form and Trip 
Leaders will continue to classify their 
hikes based on mileage and elevation. 
To help members choose hikes for 

which they are capable, Trip Leaders 
are encouraged to describe their hikes 
as completely as possible using hike 
classification (A, B, C, D), difficulty 
(easy, moderate, difficult), pace (casual, 
moderate, fast), and, if applicable, trip 
prerequisites. As always, contact the Trip 
Leader if you have questions.
 Being able to sign up for a hike does 

not automatically mean you can go on the 
hike. Trip Leaders have sole discretion 
and authority to determine whether their 
hike is appropriate for a member who has 
signed up. Leaders may use discretionary 
screening criteria to determine suitability. 
This means that Trip Leaders may remove 
a person from their hike if they feel the 
trip is not right for them.
 The Denver Group hiker classification 

system also continues in its present form 
with no change in the qualifying criteria, 
and members are encouraged to pursue 
a hiker classification commensurate 
with their skills. However, member 
participation in the hiker classification 
system is optional with the following 
exceptions:
• Members may need a hiker 

classification to meet prerequisites 
established by a Denver Group school

• Denver Group Trip Leaders are 
required to have a hiker classification 
equal or greater than the level at which 
they plan to lead trips (this is no change 
from the current policy)
 This change in the trip registration 

policy applies only to hikes. The 
registration requirements for other trips 
(snowshoe trips, ski trips, etc.) remain 
unchanged.
 For questions or additional 

information, contact a member of the 
Denver Group Council.
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WILDFLOWER LOVERS
SUMMER SPECIALS

By Linda Koshio Rogers, 
Centennial Wildflower Hikes Chair

 Come see and experience the wild-
flower bounty of Rocky Mountain National 
Park! Currently there are five trips with Native 
Plant Masters, Dan Kunz and Judy King. 
Judy King is a 40-year CMC member and 
trip leader. She became a Native Plant Master 
six years ago and rather likes being called a 
“recreational flower hobbyist.” Dan Kunz has 
been a CMC member and trip leader since 1978, 
a Native Plant Master since 2005. Dan is also a 
Mt. Evans Interpreter in areas of flora, geol-
ogy, history, with special interest in the majestic 
bristlecone pine trees. 
 As a team, Dan and Judy offer wildflow-
er hikes for the CMC. Anyone who has been on 
these hikes will attest to the extensive botanical 
information Dan and Judy provide.  They even 
scout out the trail beforehand to see what is 
blooming.  They prepare detailed plant lists for 
each hike, complete with taxonomic names, 
common names, and family. 
 Hikes are A and B level: 8 to 12 miles 
or 1,200 to 2,500 feet altitude gain.

Trip dates, location, leader
June 26: TBD, Dan and Judy
June 28: Lily Lake Loop, Mariya Cassin
July 10: Columbine Trail, Dan and Judy
July 24: Moraine Park to Fern Lake, Dan and Judy
Aug. 7: Ute Trail to Poudre Lake, Dan and Judy
Aug. 14: Twin Sisters, Dan and Judy

Georgia O’Keeffe (1887–1986) Yellow Cactus, 1929
Oil on canvas, 30x42 in. Dallas Museum of Art, Texas.
Patsy Lucy Griffith Collection, Bequest of Patsy Lucy Griffith. 1998.217. (O’Keeffe675)
© Copyright 2015 Georgia O’Keeffe Museum  Courtesy International Arts ® 

June 27 – Sept. 13. A collection of paintings by Georgia O’Keeffe and her contemporaries 
will be on display at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center. Many paintings are from private 
collections and rarely seen. Along with 12 works by O’Keeffe, the exhibit features 
35 paintings by Modernists associated with the New Mexican landscape. “Eloquent Objects: 
Georgia O’Keeffe and Still-Life Art in New Mexico,” opens June 26 with a members-only 
preview. For info see, csfineartscenter.org.
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Aug. 23 – 30
Yosemite High Sierra Camps
Trek in Yosemite National Park’s spectacular 
mountain scenery, deep valleys, wild rivers 
and meadows.  The hut-to-hut system comes 
with bedding and meals. 

Aug. 29 – Sept. 11
Hiking the Hill Towns of Tuscany
Visit the beautiful Renaissance city of Flor-
ence, Italy, with a guided tour and independent 
explorations. Hike in the surrounding hills. 
Travel to lovely Siena and take a self-guided 
walking tour. Stay in 3- and 4-star hotels, 
including restored villas, palaces, and even an 
active monastery.   

Sept. 12 – 27
Tuscany Cycle Tour
The Tuscan countryside is a cyclist’s dream – a 
heady mix of vineyards, olive groves, poplars 
and cypresses, rolling hills and charming 
medieval hill towns. Tour includes seven days 
of cycling.    

Sept. 13 – 25
Best Hikes of Italy
Explore three distinctive parts of Italy on this 
13-day adventure: the Dolomite Region in the 
Alps of northwestern Italy, the Lake District 
(Lake Garda), and the Cinque Terre on the 
Italian Riviera.  

Sept. 26 – Oct. 11 
Turkey Hike and Culture
Includes four days of hiking in the desert 
region of Cappadocia and the Ihlara valley. 
Cappadocia is described as a fairyland of 
bizarre geologic formations carved by people 
for centuries as homes and safe havens. Spend 
four days hiking on the coastal Lycian way. 

April 23 - May 5, 2016
Grand Canyon Raft & Hike
Take a motorized, 188-mile raft trip and 
include 5 extra days for hiking along the way. 
This 12-day trip ends with a helicopter ride 
out of the canyon and a plane flight back to the 
put-in. For B & C hiking levels. We are cur-
rently taking names for the wait list. Contact 
leaders Blake Clark and Rosemary Burbank, 
303-871-0379; blakerosemary@cs.com. Fee for 
CMC members - $4,535; deposit is $500 ($300 
nonrefundable).

May 18 – 31, 2016
Scotland’s Highland Way
Ben Nevis Climb
Hike Scotland’s West Highland Way for 95 
miles beside lochs, waterfalls and craggy 
mountains in the Scottish Highlands. Then 
climb to the summit of “the Ben” (4409 feet), 
weather permitting. While hiking will be the 
trip’s focus, the group will also tour medieval 
Edinburgh, Stirling (home of William Wal-
lace), the Eliean Donan Castle in the Scottish 
Highlands and a Scotch distillery.

Aug. 27 – Sept. 11, 2016
Alta Via I 
Italian Dolomites
Take a ten-day trek of the Alta Via I between 
mountain huts (rifugios) with wonderful 
panoramic views and well-marked trails. 
Explore the extraordinary variety of walks and 
hikes through every imaginable type of ter-
rain, mountain formation and setting. Explore 
World War I ruins, stay in beautiful rifugios 
situated in remote and highly scenic places 
along the trails and conclude your trip with a 
full day of sightseeing in Venice. 

British Columbia Great Bear Rainforest 
Sept. 9 – 13, 2016
Visit the Great Bear Rainforest, the largest 
intact temperate rainforest left in the world. 
Take a water taxi ride through the coastal 

islands in the heart of the rainforest with 
chances to see orcas, whales and porpoises. 
These islands are the only place in the world 
to see The Spirit Bear, a rare subspecies of the 
black bear believed by the Kitasso/Xai’xais to 
have supernatural powers. 

View the spirit bears, grizzlies and black bears 
as they catch spawning salmon to fatten up 
before hibernation. Enjoy exclusive access to 
special bear viewing areas and accommoda-
tions in the Spirit Bear Lodge with a view of 
the rainforest or the ocean.

Check out more Adventures online
Go to cmc.org/adventuretravel for details about 
these expeditions:

July 14:   World Summit Series 
 Mt. Elbrus, Russia
July 24:  World Summit Series 
 Mt. Kilimanjaro and safari
Aug. 2:   In-State Outing, RMNP
Aug. 23:  Yosemite High Sierra Camps
Sept. 26:  World Summit Series 
 Khumbu Everest, Island Peak
Nov. 22:  World Summit Series
 Cerro de Aconcagua

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

ANASAZI RUIN BIKE 
& HIKE ADVENTURE
Oct. 4 - 9, 2015
By Rick Pratt, Trip Leader 

 The Anasazi Ruin Bike & Hike Ad-
venture is 6 days mountain bike riding, hik-
ing and camping through the heart of Ana-
sazi country in the Cedar Mesa region of 
S.E. Utah.  This vehicle-supported adventure 
takes you across Cedar Mesa and the “Trail 
of the Ancients” and deep into canyons with 
numerous side trips to spectacular but little 
known Anasazi ruins.
 Most of the riding is on moder-
ately rough dirt roads, perfect for mountain 
bikes, and the side hikes are short but chal-
lenging and afford a unique glimpse into the 
mysterious Anasazi way of life that flour-
ished in the area over 900 years ago.
 Space is limited by the gear-carrying 
capacity of the truck and to those fit enough 
to enjoy the journey. Included: Support vehi-
cle, food (5 Breakfasts, 5 lunches, 5 dinners), 
water, fuel, all group camping and cooking 
equipment, camp chairs, museum entrance, 
permit fees, and experienced guides. 
Fee: $700.  Not included: transportation to 
Moab, bike and personal camping equipment.
Contact Rick Pratt at rpratt905@gmail.com  
303-887-3717  

BLACK CREEK 
1935 TRIBUTE TRIP

July 18 to 25 
By Stan Moore and Herb Taylor

 Join us as we observe the 80th anni-
versary of the 1935 CMC summer outing to the 
south fork of Black Creek, a pristine valley  in the 
northeast part of the Gore Range Wilderness. 

 The hike in is on trail, but route has 
some deadfall. From base camp we will have 
day hikes to peaks or you can hang out in 
camp, fish, read, paint, whatever.  Depend-
ing on abilities, gear, and preferences, we will 
climb the gamut, from steep off-trail walk-ups 
to scrambles and perhaps more.  

 We will camp in the valley under Peaks, 
D, E, F, L, M, N, Guyselmann, and others.  We 
may send a group to make a try at Mt. Powell. 
Access is 5 miles via Lost Lake trail, with a later 
cutoff on an old CCC trail. Trailhead is near the 
south end of Green Mountain Reservoir.

 Limit is 12 people at any one time. 
Join us for all or part of the week.  Food will be 
individual.  

   Backpacking experience required; 
strong B and C hikers are welcome. 

Questions: 
Stan Moore stan338@comcast.net 

or 303-929-7802; 
or Herb Taylor htaylor@herbtaylor.com

2016

2015
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JULY SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
We welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Charlotte A. Ricker, Ricker Studio, 
charlottearicker@gmail.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
July 8 

Monthly Meetings 2nd 
Wednesday 7:00pm

Contact:  
Dan Orcutt, Section Chair  

orcuttpscmc@gmail.com   
Location:  Lower Level Conference Room, 

FLY FISHING SECTION
July 18 Picnic

Third Annual Outing 
1914. Summit of Specimen 
Mountain.  Photo by George 
Harvey, Jr. History Colorado 
maintains several collections 
documenting CMC members 
including seven albums with 
919 photographs by CMC 
member Harvey from the 
years 1913 to 1923. For more 
see Collection Spotlight: 
George Harvey, Jr. Photo-
graph Albums – History 
Colorado Blogs. 
Photo by George Harvey, Jr.

See Page 2

CMC CELEBRATES RMNP AT 100  
 Although we can’t time-travel back to join in on the early CMC 
Outings into Rocky Mountain National Park, we can, because of the 
dedication and determination of our early club members, still, 100 
years later, enjoy the magnificence of Rocky Mountain National Park.  
Thanks to some of today’s dedicated CMC members, the Colorado 
Mountain Club is offering member-led climbs of 100 of the 125 named 
peaks, hike packages totaling 100 miles in the Park, and Colorado 
Native Plant Master wildflower hikes in the summer of 2015.
http://www.cmc.org/About/YearoftheMountaineer/RMNPCentennial.aspx

Friday 3 & Saturday 4 - Colorado Festivals. 
Call some CMC pals to enjoy this awesome 
list of art and music gatherings over the July 
4th weekend.  Please Google each for more 
information. Cherry Creek Arts Festival, the 
Boulder Art & Jazzfest, Breckenridge Art 
Festival, Pagosa Springs Art Fest, and the 
Monument 4th of July Street Fair.
Sunday 5 – Jay Fell’s hike in Elk Meadow. near 
Evergreen, late Sunday afternoon. Check 
online for Jay’s description and details 
regarding Denver meeting time and location 
for carpooling to the trailhead, at cmc.org/
calendar.  Optional casual gathering follows 
at the Whippletree Restaurant in nearby 
Bergen Park. Adult family and friends are 
welcome. E-mail Jay at James.Fell@ucdenver.
edu. with any questions you have, including 
registration.
Thursday 9 – Thank goodness it’s Thursday 
with Fred Siersma.  Your host Fred Siersma 
invites you and your adult family and friends 

to join him at Choppers, 80 S. Madison, 
around 5:30 -7 pm. Connect with Fred in 
advance of Thursday so that you can be sure 
to find our CMC group.  FredSiersma@aol.
com.
Saturday 11 – Festivals at Salida, 
Steamboat Springs, and Boulder. 
Saturday 18 –Dragon Boat Festival, 
Sloan’s Lake, Denver. 
Saturday 18 – Evergreen Summer Arts Fest.  
Saturday 18 – Buffalo BBQ Arts and Crafts Fair, 
Grand Lake, Winefest at Castle Rock, Salida’s 
Riverside Fine Arts, and Longmont Jazz.  
Wednesday 22- Over the hump day, TGIW.  
Meet 7 p.m., Hanson’s 1301 S. Pearl.  Meet at 
this later time than usual on the patio.  E-mail 
Leslie@ pleslie.leslie@gmail.com.  Adult family 
and friends ALWAYS welcome, too!
Friday 23-25 – RockyGrass at Lyons.  
Tickets required.
Saturday 25 – Cheesman Park Art.  
Friday 31 – Crested Butte Arts Festival.  

SAVE THE DATE
Denver Group Annual Dinner

Oct. 25, 2015
Casual buffet @ AMC Golden 

 “Climb to Glory,” a film history of the 
10th Mountain Division by Warren Miller 
Entertainment and the Colorado Ski and 
Snowboard Museum, followed by speaker 
Chris Anthony, a Warren Miller athlete, who 
is featured in the video and was inspirational 
in production of the film.  Tickets will be 
available in mid-August.

SUBSCRIPTION 
INFORMATION: 

 The Mile High Mountaineer is 
available in print by mail for $15 per year as 
an optional benefit to individuals of who are 
either joining the Colorado Mountain Club for 
the first time or are renewing their member-
ships. Contents are available for viewing on 
www.hikingdenver.net.  Date-of-publication 
notices are delivered electronically to all Den-
ver Group members.  The option to subscribe 
to the print edition is available on the annual 
paper renewal notices as well as online to all 
CMC members who renew online.  Any CMC 
member can opt at any time to receive the 
online notification. The print option is only 
available at the time of joining or renewal, but 
not in between.


