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Sunday, Oct. 25 
American Mountaineering Center

710 10th St., Golden
5 p.m. Doors open for dinner, movie and speaker, $25

6:15 Doors open for movie and speaker only, $10
6:45 Awards ceremony followed by movie and speaker begins in the AMC auditorium 

Major Format Changes, Great Warren Miller Video, Incredible Speaker
By Jeff Flax, Chair Denver Group Annual Dinner Committee 

Instead of the traditional, formal sit-down dinner, this year we will be hosting an 
event similar to the CMC Backcountry Bash.  There will be a “social hour” in the AMC 
conference rooms, followed by an informal stand-up buffet catered by Macaroni Grill.  We 
are very fortunate this year to have Warren Miller Entertainment and Barefoot Wine and 
Bubbly as sponsors. 

Afterwards, we will move to the AMC auditorium for the presentation of the 
Service and the Volunteer of the Year awards, the showing of Warren Miller Entertainment’s 
video, “Climb to Glory,” about the 10th Mountain Division, and a speaker, Chris Anthony.

Since the conference rooms are limited to 211 total participants, we are making avail-
able another group of tickets for the video and speaker only in the auditorium, which holds 300. 

Video and speaker only attendees will enter through the doors at the top of the 
stairs at 6:15 p.m., with a separate beverage bar. The awards, followed by the video and 
speaker will begin in the auditorium at 6:45 p.m. 
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To register use one of the following 
links, depending on the option. 

Separate links have been established for 
the events:

CMC Member Dinner:
https://www.cmc.org/EventDetails.
aspx?ID=31260

Non-Member Dinner: 
https://www.cmc.org/EventDetails.
aspx?ID=31181

Video and Speaker ONLY: 
https://www.cmc.org/EventDetails.
aspx?ID=31261

You may also register at: 
cmc.org, Calendar, Oct. 25
Three options are available.

Please plan on attending this special 
event and participate in honoring  
award recipients.
Volunteers are needed. Please contact 
Jeff at Jeff.Flax@gmail.com
 For more information, contact Jeff Flax at 
Jeff.Flax@gmail.com.

NEW:
MOVIE & SPEAKER ONLY OPTION 

 “Climb to Glory” video and Chris An-
thony discussion only: $10 members and 
nonmembers. Participants should arrive 
at 6:15 p.m. Does not include dinner or 
social hour.  Registration for Video and 
Speaker ONLY - https://www.cmc.org/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=31261

CLIMB TO GLORY: LEGACY OF THE 10TH MOUNTAIN SKI TROOPERS
DENVER GROUP ANNUAL DINNER

http://www.cmc.org/EventDetails.aspx?ID=31181
http://www.cmc.org/EventDetails.aspx?ID=31260
http://www.cmc.org/EventDetails.aspx?ID=31261
http://www.cmc.org/Calendar/Events.aspx
http://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=31261
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– SAVE THE DATE –
Leader/Instructor Recognition Gathering
Where:  AMC Conference Rooms
When:  5:30 – 9:30 p.m., Nov. 5 
Why:  Socialize, recognize our hardworking  

  trip leaders/senior instructors
 Food/Beverage:  Of course. Register online  

  so we know you are attending.   
Sponsor:  Denver Safety & 
      Leadership Committee

SIX CANDIDATES SEEK POSITIONS ON DENVER COUNCIL
 The Denver Council consists of nine members, of whom a minimum of three are elected 
each year in October for a three-year term. This year, there are six candidates vying for six 
open positions..
 The council is responsible for managing the business of CMC Denver Group, including 
setting dues, approving schools and school directors, approving committee and section chairs, 
ensuring the availability of activities and schools, budgeting and managing finances, setting 
Denver Group policy and working with State Board and staff. 
The candidates are:

Rich Gilmartin
 In June 2010 I moved my family from 
Boston to work as a project manager for an 
engineering firm.  New to Colorado and wanting 
to explore the many outdoor opportunities 
available in the area, a colleague suggested I look 
into the Colorado Mountain Club. Soon after I 
was enrolled in the Wilderness Trekking Course 
with the simple goal of learning basic hiking and 
navigation skills.  
 That one course ignited a passion for 
the outdoors and through the CMC’s well-
diversified offering of programs and the 
incredible people who volunteer to instruct 
these classes; I have had the opportunity 
to explore many backcountry activities 
ranging from hike and backpacking to fly-
fishing, backcountry ski touring and basic 
mountaineering.   
 I would like to serve on the Denver 
Group Council to help attract new members 
by promoting the courses offered by the CMC; 
and also work to retain current members by 
increasing the number and diversity of trips 
especially in the more technical areas.

Grover Cleveland 
 I began hiking the Colorado backcountry 
when I came here in 1978, joined CMC in 
1992, finished the 14ers in 1998, and a few 
years later decided it was time to “give back.”
 I chose conservation and trail work, both 
small but important parts of CMC.  I recently 
left conservation to focus more on trail work 
and related issues and joined Denver Group 
Council last year to that end (as an appointed 
member to fill a vacancy).
 In the past year I have learned that Council 
can usually play only a supportive role in 
problem solving but it has been rewarding 
to hear from trip leaders, section, school, 
committee heads, and staff about their activities 
and how we can help.
 I have decided to run for a full term 
because I like this aspect of DGC.

Kathy M. Kurtz  
 I have decided to run for the Denver 
Council of CMC as a way of giving back to the 
organization that has provided so much to me. 
 I joined CMC after retiring from the U.S. 
Forest Service after 34 years. During that time 
I worked in several CO locations (Boulder, Ft. 
Collins, Yampa, Lakewood and Monte Vista), 
Alaska, and Washington D.C.  I have been a 
member of CMC for about three years.
I wanted to hike and bicycle and snowshoe 
with like-minded people and to exercise for 
fitness and health in the outdoors. I have been 
amazed at how much some people give to 
CMC. I have observed the trip leaders who 
give of their time, experience and love of the 
outdoors.
 This past year I have served on the social 
activities committee for the Rocky Mountain 
Over the Hill Gang and have enjoyed 
that experience with the other committee 
members. I recently became aware of the 
opportunity to be on the Denver Council.
I believe that my work and life experience will 
provide a contribution to the Denver Council 
and CMC.
 I served in several leadership and 
management positions that include Yampa 
District Ranger on the Routt NF, Deputy 
Forest Supervisor on the Rio Grande NF 
and Appeals and Litigation coordinator in 
the Washington D.C. office of the U.S. Forest 
Service. During that time I often worked with 
community leaders and members of the public 
on various land management issues.

Colleen Landy
 My husband and I moved to Colorado 
from Florida 11 years ago after he retired.  We 
have always loved the outdoors, and while 
living in Florida, spent our vacation time 
traveling to Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, 
and Arizona to hike, camp, and backpack. 
 I have been a member of the Colorado 
Mountain Club and the Over the Hill Gang 
since 2008, and about 4 years ago, I became a 
trip leader.  During that time, I participated in 
many beautiful hikes and made some lifelong 
friends who share my love of the mountains 
and concern for the environment. 
 I would like to serve on the Denver 
Group Council as a thank you for all of the 
experiences, skills, and enjoyment that the 
CMC has given me throughout the years.
 I have a science background with a 
combined degree in biology/chemistry.  I left 
this profession after I married to stay at home 
and raise a family.  During this time, I became 
very involved in volunteer work, donating time 
to various parent/teacher organizations and 
food banks.  After our children were grown, 
I worked as a volunteer social worker for the 
Guardian Ad Litem Program for eight years.
 I have also volunteered at the Grand 
Canyon National Park with Search and Rescue 
Rangers during the summer in an effort to 
prevent rescues of hikers suffering from heat 
related illnesses.
 All of these efforts relied heavily on my 
being able to effectively communicate with a 
very diverse group of people, and also required 
good organizational and decision-making 
skills.
 I hold the Colorado Mountain Club in 
the highest regard, and am willing to serve on 
the Denver Council in any capacity that would 
best benefit the organization.

Robbie Monsma 
 When we returned to Colorado in 2013, 
my husband and I immediately joined CMC so 
we could enroll in Wilderness Trekking School.  
  So far I’ve completed Intro to Climbing, 
Wilderness First Aid/CPR, Avalanche Terrain 
Avoidance, and Alpine Scrambling.  I am 
part of a Rocky Mountain Over the Hill Gang 
group working on increasing the number of 
weekday B+ and C hikes open to all CMC 
members.  
 My degrees are in history, urban planning, 
law, and leadership.  During my working 
life, I served as a general counsel, real estate 
developer, private mediator/arbitrator, conflict 
management systems designer/trainer, and 
used/rare book dealer.  I also served on a 
variety of nonprofit boards and working 
committees, and for them I wrote policy 
papers, operations manuals, marketing plans, 
newsletters, articles for publication, and 
training curricula.  
 In my last volunteer leadership position, I 
managed 120+ volunteers from more than 20 
countries and oversaw the implementation of 
new technologies.  We re-branded a beloved 
community institution, increased revenue by 
more than 500%, and won our city’s “Retailer 
of the Year” award.
 If elected to the Denver Group Council, my 
immediate goals would be to learn more about 
CMC’s opportunities and challenges, work on 
increasing the club’s profile in the community, 
grow membership, and further support our 
dedicated staff, instructors, and leaders.

Roger J. Wendell  
 As a long time member, I’ve completed 
WTS, BMS, HAMS, MOFA, WFA, WSS, IRCS 
and numerous other CMC classes.  In addition 
to occasional assistant teaching (BRCS and 
IRCS), I am also a regular trip leader and an 
Adventure Travel leader.
 I am also chair of the Denver Group’s 
classification change committee and am an 
active member with our group’s conservation 
committee – working on Rampart Range and 
other projects of importance to the club.
Finally, for the past three years I’ve been 
serving as an elected member of the Denver 
Group Council, working through some 
of the club’s more difficult years. Through 
strategizing and collaboration with other 
council members, along with our constituents, 
I’ve been able to help contribute to the 
strengthening of the CMC.
 I hope you’ll vote for me so that we can 
continue together, working in partnership, 
to improve the CMC and preserve the 
experiences the CMC affords our members.

(REFER TO BALLOT ON PAGE 8)
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Trip Leader School 
Contact: patrickmckinley@hotmail.com
Classroom/Field Practical: Oct. 10. 
Classroom - 4 hours; field day - 5 hours
Time: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Location: AMC, Baker Room; 
field location to be announced
Fee: $15 
Prerequisites: CMC member for a 
minimum of one year and three CMC trips, 
Wilderness First Aid. Only students with 
WFA will be accepted until Sept. 15. Due 
to a scheduling problem, after Sept. 15, 
students without WFA will be accepted until 
the class is full. 
Registration: www.cmc.org, Calendar/
Classes/Oct. 10 
 Being a CMC Trip Leader is one of the 
most rewarding and challenging volunteer 
positions in the club.  The 3.5-hour class 
lecture discusses: CMC policies, trip planning, 
participant screening, CMC liability coverage 
for volunteers, working group dynamics and 
team management, marketing your trips, 
how to be a mentor and coach, being a CMC 
ambassador, wilderness risk mitigation 
practices, and how the club supports and 
promotes its leader corps.  We have a one-
hour Trip Scheduling System on-line training 
webinar. 
 Our Trip Leader School includes an 
afternoon Leader-In-Training field practical. 
Bring your pack and the 10 Essentials. The 
LIT practical is conducted with qualified 
instructors who model and work with the 
leader candidates in doing a trip cycle from 
trailhead to trailhead. Leader candidates 
participate as leaders and sweeps.  The team is 
presented with scenarios including emergency 
medical incidents, conflicts, team management 
and decision-making.  By doing a supervised 
TLS LIT field practical among peers and 
instructors, the leader candidate receives a 
more robust training and learning experience.  
 The trip leader candidate has to complete 
only one additional LIT trip at the hiking level 
they are qualified for and wish to lead. The 
supervising trip leader will mentor, coach and 
evaluate the leader candidate, issuing a pass/
fail rating. 
  Fail only means not yet ready and the 
leader candidate is required to perform 
another LIT.  If you think you want to be a 
part of our CMC trip leader corps, please sign 
up for the Oct. 10 class.  

Navigation Level 1 
(Basic Map & Compass)
Contact: Bill Haneghan cmcpoodle@gmail.com 
Session C Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Sep 28 & 
Oct 1 at AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting at 6:00 
am, Oct 4; location TBD
Session D Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Oct 13 & 
15 at AMC
Session D Field Day: all day starting at 6:00 
am, Oct 18; location TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 This is a Basic Map and Compass course 
meant to be solid preparation for Navigation 
Level 2. Navigation Level 2 is required for 
completion of the Basic Mountaineering 
certificate. In addition to how to use map and 
compass, we cover digital sources, smartphone 
apps, and GPS devices. Compass with 
declination adjustment is required for this 
class. Choose either Session A or Session B.

Rock Seconding School 
Contact: Bill Haneghan cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session B Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Oct 5, 7, 
9 at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8:00 am, Oct 10 & 11; location TBD
Session B Graduation Climb: time and 
location TBD; aiming for June 27
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $125.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Seconding School is a follow-
up to Basic Rock. Rock Seconding is 
required for completion of the Intermediate 
Mountaineering certificate. And Rock 
Seconding is a pre-requisite for Traditional 
Lead Climbing School. We cover belaying a 
lead climber, catching a leader fall, cleaning 
gear, and more. We provide all necessary gear.

Rescue Level 2
Contact: Bill Haneghan cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Session C Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Oct 20 & 22 @ AMC
Session C Field Day: all day Oct 24 starting 
no later than 6:00AM, location TBD
Session D Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Oct 26 & 27@ AMC
Session D Field Day: all day Oct 31 starting 
no later than 6:00AM,  location TBD
Prerequisite: Rescue Level 1
Class Limit: 8 each session
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org

 Rock Rescue Level 2 introduces students 
to the skills necessary to help you extricate 
yourself and members of your party from 
technically difficult climbing situations 
using only the people in your group and 
the gear you have with you. Topics include 
load-releasable knots, rescue tethers, freeing 
stuck rappel ropes, belayed/counter-balance/
tandem rappels, lowering systems, raising 
systems, rope ascending methods, passing 
knots, and transitions to dynamic escapes. 
The ideal candidate will have instructed Basic 
Mountaineering School, completed Traditional 
Lead Climbing School, or the equivalent. This 
is NOT a beginner course. 

Rescue Level 3
Contact: Bill Haneghan cmcpoodle@gmail.com
Lectures: 6:00-9:00 pm, Oct 28 & 29 at AMC
Field Day: all day Nov 1 starting no later 
than 6:00AM, location TBD
Prerequisite: Rescue Level 2
Class Limit: 8
Fee: $75.00
Register: online at cmc.org
 Rock Rescue Level 3 picks up where 
Rescue Level 2 leaves off. We will look at more 
practical applications of the material taught 
in Level 2. We will look at more scenarios 
in which those skills might be useful. The 
ideal candidate will have instructed Basic 
Mountaineering School, completed Traditional 
Lead Climbing School, or the equivalent. This 
is NOT a beginner course. 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10. 

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

Columbine Lake, July 25, 2015 CMC trip led 
by Martin Berger. Photo by Vicky Gits
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Wilderness First Aid
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@gmail.com
Session 3:  two-day class - Oct. 3 & 10 
Session 4:  one-day refresher - Nov. 7  
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day
Location: St. Anthony Hospital, Lakewood
Prerequisites: see description
Fee: To be determined
Registration: online at cmc.org, Calendar, or 
call Membership Services at 303-279-3080, 
ext.2. October and November courses now 
open for online registration.
 The Denver Group offers two versions 
of Wilderness First Aid:  a two-day class or 
a one-day refresher.  This comprehensive 
and nationally recognized Wilderness First 
Aid course follows a standardized program 
established by the Emergency Care and Safety 
Institute, and consists of lecture, practical 
experience and a written exam.  Topics include 
patient assessment, weather related illness, 
trauma, splinting, medical emergencies and 
altitude illness. 
 Two-day class: A comprehensive textbook 
is included in the fee.  A WFA card good for 3 
years is issued upon completion.  The course is 
open to everyone, regardless of experience.   
  Those with experience are 
encouraged to use this comprehensive course 
as a refresher and practice skills we rarely 
need but are critical to know when we need 
them. Attendance is required on both days to 
complete the course; however, that can happen 
over a few different sessions.
Refresher: This is an abbreviated renewal-only.  
Students must have completed the course 
within the last 4 years and have Edition 3 of 
the textbook.  Students will need to pass the 
exam so must review the text prior to the class 
since lectures will be very limited.  Emphasis 
will be on “hands on” experience. A WFA card 
good for 3 years is issued upon completion.    

Knot-Tying Seminar
Contact: Dave Covill, director,  
davecovill@gmail.com, 303-517-0355
Lectures:  Nov. 2, 9 at AMC
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Fee: $45 for Denver Group members, $50 for 
other CMC group members. Includes book. 
Class Limit: 40
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Nov. 2 
 Nov. 2 and Nov. 9, the Colorado Mountain 
Club will offer a two-night class on tying knots.  
This is an opportunity for students to prepare for 
advanced classes such as BMS, HAMS, and the 
various rock climbing schools offered by the Tech 
Section. 
 Instructors from many schools will assist 
students while they learn knots for all facets of 
climbing. Once students have mastered basic 
knots, they can concentrate on intermediate 
and advanced knots. This is also a great time to 

refresh skills. All CMC members are welcome.
 Students will receive a copy of “The 
Outdoor Knots Book,” by Clyde Soles, a $15.95 
value. Students also receive several rope 
sections and a discount coupon from a local 
store. 
 Lectures start at 6:45 p.m. and last 2-3 
hours. Students are divided into small groups, 
based on instructor availability. 
 For more details and an application, go 
to http://www.kts.cmcschools.org or to http://
www.hikingdenver.net/schools/knottyingschool
 Information can also be obtained by 
contacting the CMC office at 303-279-3080 
ext. 2.
School Director:  Dave Covill 303-517-0355, 
davecovill@gmail.com.
School Associate Director:  Casey Lems,  
Casey.Lems@Gmail.com.
Master Instructor:  Dave Pellegrini 303-910-
7140, David7324@Mac.com.
Knots Guru:  Gerry Roach 303-819-5556, 
GerryRoach@Mac.com.
Knots Scenarios Coordinator:  John Mitchler  
303-278-1915, JDMitchler@AOL.com.
Knots Scenarios Coordinator:  Chuck Barnes  
303-884-8583, Chuck_Barnes@Q.com.

Topics covered include:
• Ropes, a brief history of climbing ropes, a 
look at the core of a modern climbing rope
• Coiling, including various methods taught  
by the CMC
• Uses for knots, including why we tie the  
ones we do in a given situation
• Webbing, and how to tie knots with webbing
• Cord, and how to tie knots with smaller 
diameter cord, and when to use it
• Basic knots common to all climbing 
situations
• Intermediate level knots, specific to  
BMS, HAMS, and Tech Section Rock  
Climbing Schools
• Care for ropes

Adult First Aid, CPR and AED
Contact: M. Beatriz Silveira, mbsilveira@aol.com 
Practicum: 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 23, 
AMC
Fee: $50 (members only) 
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar, Sept. 23
 Blended learning combines self paced 
online and in-person learning. The program 
content and scope is the same as of the 
traditional courses. The theoretical part 
is learned online. You will also be able to 
access the online material for an additional 2 
years, and there will be a practicum with an 
American Red Cross Certified Instructor. You 
must pass the online assessment and email 
your certificate to the instructor 48 hours 
before your practical class. 
More info at cmc.org, Calendar, Sept. 10. 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

FALL EQUIPMENT SALE
6-8 p.m.

Oct. 30, Friday
AMC

 The Fall Equipment Sale will be 
Friday, October 30, 6-8 pm at the American 
Mountaineering Center in Golden in the 
conference room on the ground floor. 
SELLERS:  
 For each item you are selling, attach 
an envelope on which is printed your NAME, 
ITEM, SELLING PRICE, WHETHER YOU 
WILL ACCEPT A CHECK; attach envelope to 
item.  All items must be tagged before bring-
ing them to the sale.  Bring your items to the 
AMC on Thursday, October 29 between 5 and 
6:30pm or Friday, October 30 in the confer-
ence room on the ground level, 3:30-5:30.

  All unsold items must be picked up from 
the clubroom the night of the sale, by 8:30 pm 
unless prior arrangements are made with the 
Sale Coordinator only.  Any items left after 
sale on Friday night will be donated.  The 
office staff will retain sale envelopes for one 
week after the sale.  Any monies not picked 
up by then will be donated to the CMC.

  Any outdoor gear that might be used 
on a CMC trip is appropriate for the sale, 
technical clothing only, no street clothes. 
Also, no older model straight downhill skis.  
All monies go directly to sellers.  If you want 
to donate the sale of your item(s) to the 
CMC, please note “CMC” on the envelope 
with the price; checks to be made payable to 
CMC.  CMC is not liable for lost/stolen sale 
items or items left behind after the sale pick 
up deadline.  It is suggested you keep a list of 
items in the sale to keep track.
BUYERS:  
Bring varying bill denominations or checks 
for purchases; no change-making by CMC will 
be available.  Doors for sale will open at 6:00 
pm; no “early birds” (including sellers drop-
ping off items).

 Questions?  Contact Zoe Katsulos by email 
(preferred) at zfoto(at)aol(dot)com or phone, 
303-666-7672. Thanks!

VOLUNTEER for the FALL 
EQUIPMENT SALE!

     The Fall Equipment Sale is Friday, Oct. 
30, 6:00-8:00 pm at the AMC.  Volunteers 
are needed to help with pre-sale setup, 
sale monitoring, cashiering, and post-sale 
cleanup.  Hours needed for volunteers: 
5-6:30 pm Thursday, Oct.  29, and 4:00 pm-
8:30 pm, Friday, Oct. 30.  Pick a few hours 
you can help and contact Zoe Katsulos by 
email (preferred) at zfoto(at)aol(dot)com or 
phone, 303-666-7672. Thanks!
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Avalanche Terrain Avoidance  
Contact: Brad Cotten at allcotten5@gmail.com  
720-280-7498 C
Time: 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Location: conference room, AMC, Golden
Fee: $20 trip leaders, $30 CMC non-trip 
leaders; $40 general public
Session 1:  Nov. 11, lecture; Nov. 14, optional 
field day. 
Session 2: Jan. 6, lecture; Jan. 9 optional 
field day
Session 3: Feb. 17, lecture; Feb. 20 optional 
field day
 This 3 hour, one-evening seminar is 
offered to those who wish to AVOID avalanche 
terrain. The seminar is required for winter, 
non-backcountry leaders who wish to lead 
winter trips in non-avalanche terrain. There 
is an optional field day for each session:  
November 14, January 9, February 20.
 The field day allows students to use slope 
meters to determine potential avalanche prone 
terrain and non-prone avalanche terrain as 
well as to determine route finding. These 
techniques can be taught with or without snow 
conditions.
Register on-line for the ATA lecture under All 
Classes or Education Everyone. Register thru 
the Activity Schedule for the Optional Field 
Trips.
 If you are interested in learning how 
to use probes & beacons as well as rescue 
techniques, please consider enrolling in 
AIARE Level 1 which is a 24 hour course 
consisting of lectures and field exercises 
offered in February and March 2016.

Backcountry Ski Touring 
Contact: joan.rossiter@mindspring.com or 
303-241-7968
Interactive class: Tues., Dec. 8, 2015 (make-
up lecture is available)
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: AMC
Field days: Fee includes three on-snow days. 
Saturdays, Jan. 9, 16, 23; 
Sundays, Jan. 10, 17, 24 or 
Tuesdays, Jan. 12, 19, 26.
Prerequisites: none
Fee: $95 for CMC Denver Group members. 
$105 for non-members. Fee includes one-
day trail pass and lift ticket. For returning 
students who were enrolled in one of the last 
three years, we’re offering a discount to $80. 
Contact CMC member services at 303-279-
3080 x2 and request the discount. 
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, 
Dec. 8. See BSTS Online registration form at 
www.cmc.org.
  Experience Colorado’s finest snow, 
away from the crowds and lift tickets! Learn 
to cross-country and get prepared to ski 
backcountry trails using classic Nordic-style 

technique. (No AT or Tele gear allowed in this 
school.) We can accommodate students from 
never-evers to folks who have skied for years.   
Classes often less than ten students with at 
least two instructors 
 In December, we start with a lecture on 
avalanche awareness, clothing, and selection of 
skis. In January, you get three full days on the 
snow with lessons geared to your level of skill 
and endurance.  
 The first on-snow day is at a nordic center 
and focuses on becoming comfortable on skis 
and basic flat-track skills. The second snow 
day will emphasize basic downhill and uphill 
techniques. 
 The third day is a trip into the backcountry. 
The locations are tailored to the skill level of 
your group. Tuition includes the lecture, three 
days of lessons, a trail pass for the first day and 
lift ticket for the second day.
 Topics include:  
• Proper skis/gear/clothing for the terrain 
and conditions you want to ski
• Better balance techniques
• Diagonal stride, including poling
• Downhill maneuvers and stopping
• Turning maneuvers
• Climbing maneuvers - herringbone, side-
step, side-step traverse, etc.
• Avalanche awareness

Winter Camping School 2016
Contact: Gyorgi Kereszti at doctorbuboka@
yahoo.com
Lectures: Tuesdays, Feb. 9, 16 and March 1 
Day Trips: Feb. 20 and 27
Overnight trips: March 12-13; March 26-27
Prerequisite: Travel is by snowshoe only.
Fee: $60
Register: Check cmc.org, Calendar, Classes Feb. 9
 This is a non-survival school for those 
who want to enjoy the winter, snow and 
moonlight in comfort.  The Winter Camping 
School concentrates on the fundamental 
understanding, equipment and techniques 
to keep warm in cold environment on an 
overnight stay.  Topics include clothing, 
traveling, setting up campsite, cooking and 
sleeping in the winter.  
 WCS is open for every CMC member 
regardless of group membership and 
classification.  This school is recommended not 
only for campers, but everyone who intends to 
spend extended time in the backcountry in the 
winter. 
 The Winter Camping School 2016 
consists of three mandatory lectures.  All 
lectures are held in the AMC in Golden from 
6:20 p.m. until after 9 p.m. Tuition includes 
three lectures, handouts and access to online 
manuals.  There is an extra fee for non-Denver 
Group members
 To graduate from WCS, students must 
complete four qualified trips listed in the 
CMC Calendar.  These are regular CMC trips 

that have priority for current and past WCS 
participants.
 Two day trips are February 20 and 27.  
Two overnight trips are on March 12-13 and 
March 26-27.  All trips are snowshoe trips, skis 
are not allowed.  
For more information see hikingdenver.net, 
Winter Camping School.

AIARE Level 1 
Avalanche School
Contact: Tom Creighton, tecreighton@msn.com
Session 1:  February 10 and 11; 6:30 – 9:30 
pm – Lectures in Conference Rooms, AMC, 
Golden; February 13 and 14 Lectures at 
Empire Community Town Hall; Field Work at 
Berthoud Pass; 8:00 am – 6:00 pm; Fee $195; 
non CMC Denver members $215
Session 2: March 4, 5, 6 Lectures in Empire 
Community Town Hall; Field days at Berthoud 
Pass 8:00 am – 6:00 pm; Fee $180 CMC Denver, 
non-CMC Denver members $215
Limit: 30 students per session
Prerequisites: Students may use skis or 
snowshoes during field exercises; those with 
skis need to be able to ski proficiently in the 
backcountry at an intermediate level
Registration:  Online at cmc.org, Calendar, 
Classes, Feb. 10  or  March 4.
 If you participate in winter activities 
such as ice or snow climbing, backcountry 
telemark or tour skiing, ski mountaineering 
or snowshoeing in the backcountry, you want 
to know what AIARE (American Institute of 
Avalanche Research and Education) Level 1 
training can do for you. 
 Decision Making in Avalanche Terrain 
Level 1 is a 3-day/24-hour introduction to 
avalanche hazard management that: 
• Provides a basic understanding of 
avalanches 
• Describes a framework for decision 
making and risk management in avalanche 
terrain. 
 This class is required for certification 
of all CMC Denver backcountry winter trip 
leaders after Sept. 30, 2011. Backcountry 
winter leaders certified prior to Sept. 30, 
2011, were grandfathered until 2016 to fulfill 
this requirement.   This is the 5th and final 
year of the grandfathered period.
Scholarships are available to CMC Denver 
leaders for 50% of the school tuition 
providing leaders sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding stating they will take 
one of three requested actions within the 
next 2 years:  a)  lead more backcountry 
winter trips  b)  assist with ATA as a field 
instructor  c) assist with AIARE Level 1 in 
the classroom and the field.  See the 2015 
Scholarship form at: http://www.hikingdenver.
net/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/2016-AIARE-
SCHOLARSHIP-FORM.pdf

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
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RAMPART WILDLANDS CONSERVATION HIKE
Oct. 4

 For years , CMC- Denver Conservation has been promoting protection of 30,000 
acres of  low-elevation designated roadless area only 40 minutes from Denver.  The Rampart 
East Roadless Area is rugged and beautiful and a number of years ago the Rampart Wild-
lands Task force was formed to focus on protection for this area. 
 As the fall colors are upon us, CMC’ers and guests interested in getting a glimpse 
of this  densely forested – rock-cragged gem along the front range are invited to join us for a 
casual Sunday hike.  
 Starting at the southern end from Palmer Lake we will do a loop hike and traverse a 
connecting portion of new trail constructed by CMC along Ice Cave Creek. 
We will talk about our goal to preserve this area for quiet recreation and wildlife protection 
as well as the latest CMC conservation efforts.  Afterword, Palmer Lake offers fine refresh-
ment stops including the local ice cream shop. For more information on the area contact 
Claude Neumann, Denver Conservation Group Chair claudeneumann@earthlink.net. You 
may sign up on the website for the hike.  See cmc.org, Calendar, Oct. 4.

BACKCOUNTRY BASH
Nov. 14

AMC, Golden 
The Backcountry Bash is the Club’s 
signature winter fundraiser – a celebration 
of human-powered, winter recreation in 
Colorado. You definitely don’t want to 
miss this exciting evening of auctions, 
food, beverages and a screening of the 
season’s hottest ski film. The Bash raises 
critical funds and awareness for CMC’s 
Conservation program and our Backcountry 
Snowsports Initiative, which works for the 
preservation of winter backcountry areas 
for quiet human-powered use. Last year, a 
sold-out crowd of more than 300 outdoor 
enthusiasts and supporters attended the 
event...get your tickets early!
All proceeds benefit CMC Conservation 
and the Backcountry Snowsports Initiative.

TRAIL MIX?

RMOTHG ADDS WEEKDAY TRIPS 
By Robbie Monsma,

RMOTHG Other Day Trips Coordinator
 Due to high demand, Rocky Mountain Over the Hill Gang section has expanded its 
trip offerings to weekdays other than Wednesday (“Other Day Trips” or ODT). 
These more challenging hiking and snowshoe trips are for experienced members and are 
mostly rated B+ and C.  RMOTHG members (age 50 and up) can sign up for email notice, 
but ALL CMC members are welcome on these outings. 
 Weekday trips are to uncrowded places and the drive is easier, so come join us!

WINTER 14ERS CLINIC
Oct. 22 

Arc’teryx, Cherry Creek, Denver 
 Want to extend 14er hiking season 
to include every month of the year? Drop in 
to this free slideshow and clinic at Arc’teryx 
Cherry Creek for gear tips, route suggestions, 
strategies and other information to summit 
high peaks even in the dead of winter.
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Nov. 22 - Dec. 13, 2015
World Summit Series Cerro de Aconcagua, 
22,841 feet

Ascend the highest mountain in the 
Western & Southern hemispheres expedition 
style. Climb in stages, for acclimatization, with 
a base camp, two intermediate camps, and a 
high camp.  The whole trip is ~26 miles each 
way, 52 mi round trip and ~14,000’ elevation 
gain/loss. Mules will carry the heavy gear 
to base camp at (~14,300’) and back down.  
Climbers carry all gear on the upper mountain 
above base camp.  
Dec. 26, 2015 - Jan. 3, 2016
Mexican Volcanoes High Altitude  
Mountaineering 2015

Back by popular demand, the High 
Altitude section of the CMC is sponsoring a 
trip to the Mexican Volcanoes! Join leader Mike 
Zyzda in climbing 4 high altitude peaks, includ-
ing Pico de Orizaba 18,475’ and Izta 17150’. 
Visit a historic village, see the famous Mexican 
Pyramids, and summit 4 incredible peaks! 
Feb. 10-15, 2016
Yellowstone in Winter
The Old Faithful Geyser basin serves as a 
luxurious basecamp for this CMC adventure. 
There are numerous trails leaving right from 
the lodge, and snowshoers and cross-country 
skiers can plan a day’s outing of any length or 
ability. Wildlife, especially bison and coyote, 
are common in the geyser basin and if you’re 
lucky you may see moose, elk, a trumpeter 
swan, or a river otter on the Firehole River. 

April 23 - May 5, 2016
Grand Canyon Raft & Hike
May 2 – 6, 2016
Neon/Chop Rock Canyon Llama Trek
Experience 5 days of incredible hikes in the 
Egypt area of the Escalante/Grand Staircase 
out of Boulder, Utah!  This trip will take us 
through a spectacular set of canyons; we will 
be in the beautiful desert sands, hiking near 
the Escalante River between Chop Rock and 
Neon canyons. 

Check out more Adventures Online
Go to cmc.org/adventure travel for details 
about these expeditions:
July 17: Machu Picchu Peru Trek
Aug. 27: Alta Via I in the Italian Dolomites
Sept. 9:  British Columbia Great Bear Rainforest
Sept. 22: Ireland: Best Hikes and Culture
March 24: Two Great Walks of New Zealand
July 17: Mt. Fuji and Japan Adventure
Winter 2016: Hawaii Hiking
July 2017: Kilimanjaro (Rongai Route)  
and Mt. Meru, Tanzania.

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

NEW FROM CMC PRESS:
“The Best Canyonlands 
National Park Hikes” is 
the second pack guide 
published for the state 
of Utah by Colo-
rado Mountain Club 
Press. The 20 hiking 
trails in this pocket 
guide will help you 
explore 337,570 

acres of high-desert wonderland 
just southwest of Moab, Utah. 

To order a copy, please visit our store 
online at cmc.org or call 303-279-3080.

Meet the author!
Join us 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 22, for a 
free “Hiking in Utah Photography Presen-
tation” with CMC Press author Rod Mar-
tinez. Learn photo tips and where to hike 
in Utah as Martinez takes you on a photo 
tour of the desert’s most scenic hikes. 

Registration: 
cmc.org, Calendar, Events, Oct. 22.

CAMERA SETTINGS, 
TECHNIQUES & PHOTO 
EDITING WORKSHOP

Sat., Oct. 24 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
By Dan Orcutt, Photography Section chair 

This workshop is for anyone who 
loves to take pictures, has a working knowl-
edge of their camera, and would like to learn 
more about camera settings and how they 
affect an image, as well as how photo editing 
software can be used to improve an image 
and achieve a vision. Bring your camera, 
user manual and laptop, if available. The full 
day includes a photo walk with pre-selected 
scenes. A photo editing session using pri-
marily Lightroom is also applicable to other 
software.

Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Oct. 24, for 
members; non-members send email to Fred 
Larke, fred.larke@ucdenver.edu and pay at 
the door. 

For questions: 
contact Fred at fred.larke@ucdenver.edu 
or Dan Orcutt at orcuttpscmc@gmail.com

 The Colorado Mountain Club is deeply saddened that dedicated volunteer and member 
(John) Jack Reed passed away June 25, 2015. 
 Jack was a CMC member and volunteer since 1958. He taught navigation and geology for 
many years for Wilderness Trekking School and regularly led related trips. His wife, Linda, was 
also a longtime CMC member before she passed away in 2014. Together they opened their home 
in Genesee to CMC classes and students. Jack had a distinguished career with the USGS and 
wrote several books, including “Rocks Above the Clouds,” which is published by CMC Press.

 A memorial service was held July 9 at Mount Vernon Country Club. In lieu of flowers, the 
family would appreciate donations in Jack’s name to the Colorado Mountain Club or Friends of 
Dinosaur Ridge.

LONGTIME COLORADO MOUNTAIN CLUB  
INSTRUCTOR, LEADER AND AUTHOR JACK REED

Columbine Lake, July 25, 2015 CMC trip led by Martin Berger. Photo by Vicky Gits
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OCTOBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
We welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Charlotte A. Ricker, Ricker Studio, 
charlottearicker@gmail.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
   October 14

Monthly Meetings 2nd 
Wednesday 7:00pm
Contact:  
Dan Orcutt, Section Chair  

  orcuttpscmc@gmail.com   
Location:  Lower Level Conference Room, AMC

FLY FISHING SECTION
Resumes in March

Saturday 3 -  Take a fall colors road trip. Leader 
Leslie did with some pals and was caught the 
Maroon Bells near Aspen. 
Friday 9 – TGIF at the Bull & the Bush. 5:30-7 
p.m. 4700 Cherry Creek Dr. South.  
Email FredSiersma@aol.com a few days before 
the event for suggestions for finding the group 
in this very popular sports bar. 
Saturday 17 - Dinner at Colore Italian 
Restaurant, 5:00 p.m., 2700 South Broadway. 
Ride with us afterward on RTD Light Rail to 
the Symphony  (optional, see below). Come to 
one or both events.  
Saturday 17 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m.  
Elgar’s “Enigma Variations,” plus pieces by 
Debussy and Ravel.  Discount tickets $22. To 
sign up, or to cancel, you must call the host by 
11:30 a.m. on the day of the concert.   
For directions and reservation (required), call 
Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Friday 23 -  TGIF at Hanson’s, 5:30-7 p.m.  1301 
South Pearl.  Talk to your CMC host Rocky 
Smith, he’s skied some of the best backcountry 
trails.  (303) 839-5900.  
Holiday Previews
November 26, Thanksgiving Day.  Our annual, 
very short, easy hike and Thanksgiving dinner.  
This event follows a CMC tradition of hosting 
a gathering for members and their guests.  The 
short hike is near Evergreen and is followed by 
dinner at a Lakewood restaurant. 
December 25, Christmas Day. Our annual 
snowshoe/cross-country ski trip 
where we invite all levels of participants to join 
us at a mountain town Nordic Center. 

Maroon Bells, Aspen. Photo by Frank Frenquelli

CANYONEERING CLASS
- PIKES PEAK GROUP -

Sept. 23, 2015  - Lecture
Field Sessions in Ute Park, 
Red Rock Canyon Open Space
5-day Desert Trip to San Rafael Swell, UT
Contact:  Eric Hunter ehunter67@yahoo.com
Register:  https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=28472

ADVANCED AVALANCHE 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

AIARE LEVEL 
 Dec. 16, 17, 21, 22

 If you desire to know more about snow 
science, to go beyond avalanche education in 
AIARE Level 1 and travel on snowshoes then 
this class is for you.

 Taught by Markus Beck, Alpine World 
Ascents owner and lead guide, exclusively for 
those who travel on snowshoes, AIARE Level 
2 is offered Dec. 16 and 17 and Dec. 21 and 
22. Lectures at Empire Town Hall Community 
Room; Field sessions at Berthoud Pass.
 Minimum of 4 students/Maximum of 6 
students.  Fee $495.  If you commit to teaching 
AIARE Level 1 in the future 50% of the tuition 
is reimbursed.

Contact:  Linda Lawson, Avalanche  
Education Coordinator, lkl14er@comcast.net 
or Tom Creighton, AIARE Level 1 School 
Director, tecreighton@msn.com

OCTOBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR  
By Patricia Leslie, Social Activities Leader

VOTE FOR CMC DENVER COUNCILOR CANDIDATES
Denver Group bylaws require an election be held annually for Group Council 
Candidates.  All candidate bios are included in this issue.  
There are six positions to fill so you may vote for up to six candidates.
• Electronically using Survey Monkey which will be attached to an email  

sent by CMC office to Denver members, or
• Use this paper ballot.

Voting begins October 1st and closes October 31st.
ALL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING MAY VOTE.

 CMC DENVER BALLOT
  Due October 31, 2015
  Councilor Candidates:

If you are using this paper ballot, you may mail it to CMC, 710 Tenth Street,
Golden, CO  80401 attention: Denver Councilor Votes, or you may drop it in the 
voting box at the membership services counter if you stop by.

Grover Cleveland

Rich Gilmartin

Kathy M. Kurtz  

Colleen Landy

Robbie Monsma

Roger J. Wendell  


