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An enthusiastic crowd enjoyed a festive 103rd Annual Denver Group Dinner featuring a 
movie and speaker at the American Mountaineering Center in Golden, Sunday evening Oct. 25.

Fifty-five registered for the video and speaker only and 186 registered for the informal 
buffet dinner with standup/sit-down seating. 

Launching the event was a social hour and beverages by Barefoot Wine and Bubbly, 
followed by a lasagna and pasta feast by Macaroni Grill. 

Annual dinner chair Jeff Flax said he heard mostly favorable comments. “I really liked 
the format since it gave members more time to socialize in an informal setting. Several 
people also said they like being back at the AMC in Golden. The video was captivating and 
Chris Anthony gave a fabulously informative presentation,” Flax said. 

“The only issues were registration and food lines. I am not sure what happened with 
registration. We have handled that many before.

 “Everybody seemed to show up right at 5 p.m. In the past, participants trickled in over 
a 30-minute period.  The food line was overwhelmed with everyone showing up at the same 
time,” Flax said. In the future multiple food lines could easily be used to speed up the process. 

At 6:30 p.m., attendees moved upstairs to the AMC auditorium for the awards ceremony 
and movie, “Climb to Glory: Legacy of the 10th Mountain Ski Troopers,” and speaker Chris 
Anthony, who conceived of the idea of the video and brought it to life with the help of 
Warren Miller Entertainment.

The 45-minute 
documentary was 
an entertaining 
look at the heroic 
skiing soldiers 
who comprised 
the country’s high-
altitude warriors, 
how they survived 
with skimpy gear, 
carried 80-pound 
packs, fought in 
World War II and 
came home with 
a passion for the 
mountains to start 
the ski industry in 
America. 
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Jerry Helmke receives the Volunteer of the Year 
Award presented by Bill Haneghan, last year’s 
winner. Helmke was honored for helping to build 
sustainable trails and training others to build 
trails. He joined the CMC in  1985. 

Before the movie, several groups and 
individuals were honored for their 
contributions to the group:

 Service Awards presented by  
David Hutchison,  
Denver Group Council Chair

John Aldag
Jerry Allen
Matt Biscan
Jeff Flax
Carol Giffen
Sue Henley

Volunteer of the Year  
presented by Bill Haneghan, 

Jerry Helmke
2014 Volunteer of the Year trophy  
carved by Jonathan Walters
Ellingwood Mountaineering  
Achievement Award  
presented by Kent Groninger 

Jim Rickard 

Denver group service award recipients:   
Matt Biscan, CMC board vice president; Sue Henley, Safety and Leadership  
Committee; Jerry Allen, General Mountaineering; Carol Giffen, Wilderness  
First Aid School Director; John Aldag, Backpacking and Winter Camping  
Schools Director; and Jeff Flax, CMC Board Secretary.

103rd ANNUAL DENVER GROUP DINNER:
Legacy of the 10th Mountain Ski Troopers

By Vicky Gits, Mountaineer Editor
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Chris Anthony, speaker and co-producer of  
“Climb to Glory.” 

 Jim Rickard receives the Ellingwood Mountain-
eering Achievement Award presented by Kent 
Groninger, president of the CMC Foundation. 
Among other things, Rickard stands out for many 
challenging ascents, including 450 peaks in the  
U.S, many in winter.

Scott Robson, CMC Executive Director.

40-YEAR 
DENVER GROUP MEMBERS

Geraldine Baron
Al Barr

Mary Bayard
Monty Cleworth
Joyce Gaylord
Joe Kramarsic
John Lindner

John McCorkle
Marilyn Self
Paul Weis

Rhoda Whitney
Cathy Wildman

Congratulations to 40-year members
John Lindner, Rhoda Whitney , Geraldine Baron

103rd ANNUAL DENVER GROUP DINNER:
Legacy of the 10th Mountain Ski Troopers

(continued from page 1)

Dinner and award photos  
by Janice Bennett 
To see more photos, go to  
http://tinyurl.com/qdcoa4w  
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Backcountry Ski Touring 
Contact: joan.rossiter@mindspring.com  
or 303-241-7968
Interactive class: Tues., Dec. 8, 2015  
(make-up lecture is available)
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: AMC
Field days: Fee includes three on-snow days. 
Saturdays, Jan. 9, 16, 23; 
Sundays, Jan. 10, 17, 24 or 
Tuesdays, Jan. 12, 19, 26.
Prerequisites: none
Fee: $95 for CMC Denver Group members. 
$105 for non-members. Fee includes one-day 
trail pass and lift ticket. For returning students 
who were enrolled in one of the last three 
years, we’re offering a discount to $80. Contact 
CMC member services at 303-279-3080 x2 
and request the discount. 
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, Dec. 8.  
See BSTS Online registration form at www.cmc.org.

Experience Colorado’s finest snow, 
away from the crowds and lift tickets! Learn 
to cross-country and get prepared to ski 
backcountry trails using classic Nordic-style 
technique. (No AT or Tele gear allowed in this 
school.) We can accommodate students from 
never-evers to folks who have skied for years.   
Classes often less than ten students with at 
least two instructors 
 In December, we start with a lecture on 
avalanche awareness, clothing, and selection of 
skis. In January, you get three full days on the 
snow with lessons geared to your level of skill 
and endurance.  
 The first on-snow day is at a nordic center 
and focuses on becoming comfortable on skis and 
basic flat-track skills. The second snow day will 
emphasize basic downhill and uphill techniques. 
 The third day is a trip into the back- 
country. The locations are tailored to the 
skill level of your group. Tuition includes the 
lecture, three days of lessons, a trail pass for 
the first day and lift ticket for the second day.

Topics include:  
• Proper skis/gear/clothing for the terrain  
and conditions you want to ski
• Better balance techniques
• Diagonal stride, including poling
• Downhill maneuvers and stopping
• Turning maneuvers
• Climbing maneuvers - herringbone,  
side-step, side-step traverse, etc.
• Avalanche awareness

 
 
 

Avalanche Terrain Avoidance  
Contact: Brad Cotten at allcotten5@gmail.com  
720-280-7498 C
Time: 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Location: conference room, AMC, Golden
Fee: $20 trip leaders, $30 CMC non-trip 
leaders; $40 general public
Session 2: Jan. 6, lecture; Jan. 9 optional field day
Session 3: Feb. 17, lecture; Feb. 20 optional 
field day
 This 3 hour, one-evening seminar 
is offered to those who wish to AVOID 
avalanche terrain. The seminar is required for 
winter, non-backcountry leaders who wish 
to lead winter trips in non-avalanche terrain. 
There is an optional field day for each session:  
January 9, February 20.
 The field day allows students to use slope 
meters to determine potential avalanche prone 
terrain and non-prone avalanche terrain as well 
as to determine route finding. These techniques 
can be taught with or without snow conditions.
 Register on-line for the ATA lecture 
under All Classes or Education Everyone. 
Register thru the Activity Schedule for the 
Optional Field Trips.
 If you are interested in learning how 
to use probes & beacons as well as rescue 
techniques, please consider enrolling in 
AIARE Level 1 which is a 24 hour course 
consisting of lectures and field exercises 
offered in February and March 2016.

Basic Mountaineering/
Technical Climbing 
School Orientation 
Lecture: Jan. 6, 7:00 to 9 pm at the AMC
Prerequisites: None
Class Limit: 50 
Fee: Free
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar, Jan. 6

Basic Mountaineering has undergone 
significant changes over the last couple of 
years. Prerequisites are changing. Class 
availability is changing. The calendar is 
changing. Format is changing.
In this Orientation we will cover all those 
changes and review what we offer in 
Basic Mountaineering, the newly created 
Intermediate Mountaineering, and the broader 
slate of classes offered by the Technical 
Climbing School. And we will talk about 
expectations for the Basic Mountaineering 
student.

There will be plenty of time for Q & A.

 
 

Basic Climbing
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com 
Session A Lectures: Jan 13 & 14 6:00-9:00 pm 
at AMC
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $65 
Register: online at cmc.org, Calendar, Jan. 13

This is a short introduction to climbing 
and is a prerequisite for Intermediate Rock, 
Technical Snow, and Basic Ice. We cover basic 
belay technique for top rope climbing. We 
cover footwork. We cover gear and how to use 
it. We provide all necessary gear.

Basic Ice Climbing
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com  
Session A Lecture: Jan. 20, 6:00-9:00 pm at AMC
Session A Field Day: Jan. 23, all day starting 
early; location to be determined
Session B Lecture: Jan. 26, 6:00- 9:00 pm at AMC
Session B Field Day: Jan. 31, all day starting 
early; location to be determined
Prerequisites: Intermediate Rock (old Basic 
Rock) or equivalent and at least 10 days 
climbing experience on rock.
Class Limit: 15 
Fee: $85 DG Members; $95 non-DG Members 
Register: Online at cmc.org, Calendar, Jan. 20 
or Jan. 26  
 Basic Ice is designed as an introduction to 
ice climbing in top-rope settings. Basic Ice will 
introduce novice or experienced rock climbers 
to the basics of ice climbing, and teach them to 
safely enjoy the sport in top-rope settings.

The course focuses on equipment, safety, 
and technique. Students must be competent 
in basic climbing safety systems, including 
belaying, communication, tying-in, etc.

Basic Rock does not teach avalanche 
awareness or avalanche safety. These topics are 
covered in the Avalanche Terrain Avoidance 
Seminar or AIARE Level 1 School. If you 
are interested in learning to lead on ice, and 
are an experienced trad leader, consider the 
Technical Ice Climbing.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Registration: Go to cmc.org, CLASSES. Refund Policy: Requests must be made in writing to school director. If 30 days or more before first day:  
Whole amount minus $10 processing. 30 days or less: 50 percent of fee. No refund after day one. If a replacement can be found: Full refund  minus $10. 

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools
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Technical Ice Climbing 
Contact: Bill Haneghan at cmcpoodle@gmail.com 
Lectures: Feb. 1, 2, 9, 6:00- 9:00 pm; 
Field Days: Feb. 14, 15, 21, 22; Location to be 
determined
Field Days: Feb. 16, 13, 20, 21, starting early; 
location to be determined
Prerequisites: Basic Ice Climbing or equivalent, 
Trad Lead Climbing and at least 50 pitches 
climbing experience on ice
Class Limit: 15 
Fee: $225 DG Members; $250 non-DG 
Members 
Register: On line at cmc.org, Calendar 

The course strictly focuses on climbing 
technical ice: technique, gear, movement on 
ice, efficiency, safety, and ice anchors. Most 
students are pursuing lead-climbing on ice. This 
is usually an integral part of the course, but it is 
not mandatory to actually climb on lead. 

The objectives of the course generally vary 
by student because each student identifies their 
own objectives and the instructors tailor the 
course to these objectives. Typical objectives 
include: improved technique, increased 
efficiency, placing good ice screws, leading on 
ice, and multi-pitch ice ascents and descents. 
Skills acquired from the Technical Ice Climbing 
class help develop safe and competent ice 
climbers and leaders, and increase safety and 
technical competence on CMC semi-technical 
and technical mountaineering trips as well as on 
mountain expeditions.

Telemark Ski School 
Contact: Jim Kennedy, director, 303-944-8731, 
before 9 p.m. or jim.kennedy@comcast.net 
Fee: $50 Denver Group members; $60 non-
Denver Group members; Fee DOES NOT include 
lift tickets of $30 each sold on lecture night.  
Sessions: One lecture and two on-snow field 
days per session 
Session 1: Lecture, Thursday, Jan. 7, field 
weekend Saturday, Jan. 9, Loveland Ski Area; 
Sunday Jan. 10, backcountry. 
Registration deadline Session 1: Jan. 8.
Registration: See cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, Jan. 8.
Session 2: Lecture, Tuesday, Feb. 16, field 
weekend Saturday, Feb. 20, Loveland Ski Area; 
Sunday Feb. 21, backcountry. 
Registration deadline Session 2: Feb. 15. 
Registration: See cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, Feb. 15 
Prerequisites: Apply to both sessions: Fitness to 
accommodate backcountry and Denver Group 
Moderate Ski rating or equivalent. Students 
not fit for backcountry terrain will be asked to 
skip the backcountry field day with no refund.  

 The Telemark Ski School celebrates over 30 
years of providing quality volunteer instruction 
to hundreds of students hailing from all over 
Colorado. We help never-ever, beginner, 
intermediate and advanced Telemark skiers.

High Altitude 
Mountaineering School 
Contact: Debbie Markham, luv2byk2@msn.com; 
John Martersteck at jmartersteck@yahoo.com, 
co-leaders 
Lectures: Jan. 13, 20, 27; Feb 3, 10, 24
Field Trips: Jan. 23, St. Mary’s Glacier; Feb. 6, 
St. Mary’s Glacier; Feb. 27, if needed, TBD
Ice Module Wall night: Wednesday, Feb. 17 at AMC
Ice Module Field Trip: Friday – Sunday,  
Feb 19-21 at Ouray
Prerequisites: Successful completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering School or equivalent;
hold a “D” classification or equivalent experience 
(may start out with a “C”, but will need a “D” to 
graduate); Members from other CMC groups 
must meet equivalent requirements. 
Certification: Students must complete the 
Advanced Snow / High Peak Expeditions 
module, the Basic Ice module, the Basic 
Winter Camping module, participate on the 
Expedition Camping and Couloir Climb 
weekend in the Spring, and climb a high, 
glaciated peak, such as Mt. Rainier.
 Cost:  $250 for HAMS module.  The Basic Ice 
and Winter Camping Modules will be billed 
independently.
Application deadline: Dec. 31.  Class size will 
be limited. Once approved by the director, you 
may register and make payment.  
See hikingdenver.net/hams 

 The High Altitude Mountaineering 
School was created for CMC members who 
are interested in learning and practicing the 
skills needed to safely climb and enjoy high, 
glaciated mountains, including Mt. Rainier, 
Denali, the Andes, and the Himalayas. HAMS 
culminates in a high peak climb of Mt. Rainier 
or a similar high, glaciated peak.

Winter Camping School
Contact: John Aldag at John_Aldag@MSN.COM
Lectures: Tuesdays, Feb. 9, 16 and  
March 1 at 6:20 PM
Day Trips: Feb. 20 and 27
Overnight Trips: March 12-13; March 26-27
Prerequisites: None.
Fee: $60
Register: cmc.org, Calendar: Classes Feb. 9
 Come and play in the snow with us! Maybe 
you enjoy the serene quiet and crisp air of 
winter hikes.  Maybe you’d like to learn how to 
stay warmer while skiing or climbing. Maybe 
you’d like to make sure you’d know how to 
handle an unexpected overnight stay in the cold 
and on snow.  Maybe you are planning to climb 
one of the big snowy mountains like Rainier or 
Denali.  Maybe you’d like to learn how to use 
snow for shelter. Maybe you’d like to challenge 
yourself to master cold weather camping. 
If any of these apply, the Winter Camping 
School is for you! The school concentrates on 
the fundamental understanding, equipment 
and techniques to enjoy and thrive in the 
cold and snow on an overnight stay.  Topics 
covered include gear, clothing, traveling, 
cooking and sleeping in the cold and snow 
and snow shelters.  Learn more at: http://www.
hikingdenver.net/schools/wintercampingschool.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Winter Camping, Grizzly Gulch Photo by John Aldag
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AIARE Level 1 
Avalanche School
Contact: Tom Creighton, tecreighton@msn.com
Session 1: Feb. 10 and 11; 6:30 - 9:30 pm – 
Lectures in Conference Rooms, AMC, Golden; 
Feb. 13 and 14, Lectures at Empire Community 
Town Hall; Field Work at Berthoud Pass; 8:00 
am – 6:00 pm.
Fee: DG members $195; non DG members 
$215 
Session 2: March 4, 5, 6 Lectures in Empire 
Community Town Hall; Field days at Berthoud 
Pass 8:00 am – 6:00 pm; 
Fee: DG Members $180; non DG members $215
Limit: 30 students per session
Prerequisites: Students may use skis or 
snowshoes during field exercises; those with 
skis need to be able to ski proficiently in the 
backcountry at an intermediate level
Registration:  Online at cmc.org, Calendar, 
Classes, Feb. 10  or  March 4.
 If you participate in winter activities 
such as ice or snow climbing, backcountry 
telemark or tour skiing, ski mountaineering 
or snowshoeing in the backcountry, you want 
to know what AIARE (American Institute of 
Avalanche Research and Education) Level 1 
training can do for you. 
 Decision Making in Avalanche Terrain 
Level 1 is a 3-day/24-hour introduction to 
avalanche hazard management that: 
• Provides a basic understanding of avalanches 
• Describes a framework for decision making 
and risk management in avalanche terrain.  
 This class is required for certification 
of all CMC Denver backcountry winter trip 
leaders after Sept. 30, 2011. Backcountry 
winter leaders certified prior to Sept. 30, 2011, 
were grandfathered until 2016 to fulfill this 
requirement.   This is the 5th and final year of 
the grandfathered period.

Scholarships are available to CMC Denver 
leaders for 50% of the school tuition providing 
leaders sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
stating they will take one of three requested 
actions within the next 2 years:  a)  lead more 
backcountry winter trips  b)  assist with ATA 
as a field instructor  c) assist with AIARE Level 
1 in the classroom and the field.  See the 2015 
Scholarship form at: http://www.hikingdenver.
net/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/2016-
AIARE-SCHOLARSHIP-FORM.pdf

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilderness First Aid
2016 Series 
Contact: Carol Giffen, cgbmeup1@gmail.com 
Classes: Session 1, two days:   
Sunday March 6 and 13 
Session 2, one-day refresher:  Sat. April 16  
Session 3, two days:  Sat. Oct. 8 and 15
Session 4, one-day refresher (if needed):  
Sun Nov. 6
Location: St. AMC, Golden
Fee: To be determined
Registration: Online at cmc.org, Calendar, or call 
membership services at 303-279-3080, ext. 2. 

This comprehensive and nationally 
recognized Wilderness First Aid (WFA) course 
follows a standardized program established 
by the Emergency Care and Safety Institute, 
and consists of lecture, practical experience 
and a written exam.  Topics include patient 
assessment, weather related illness, trauma, 
splinting, medical emergencies and altitude 
illness.  Emphasis is on “hands on” experience.  
A WFA completion card, good for three years, 
is issued upon successful completion.  

The Denver Group offers two versions 
of Wilderness First Aid:  a two-day class or 
a one-day refresher.  The two-day class is 
geared for those who have not had WFA or for 
whom it has been a while.  The refresher is an 
abbreviated renewal-only, with limited lecture.  
Refresher students must have completed the 
course within the last 4 years and have Edition 3 
or 4 of the textbook for review prior to the class.
Registration will open 3 months prior to each class.  

Ski Mountaineering 
Contact: John Morrone,  
jmorrone57@gmail.com
Lecture Class:  3 Thursdays in March
Time: 6-9 p.m.
Location: AMC, Golden
Field days: One day per weekend for 10 
weekends (5 mandatory, 5 optional), 
plus multi-day weekend final trip (1 of 
2) late May or early June depending on 
conditions. 
Registration: www.cmc.org.
Deadline: March 10 
Prerequisites: 
• AIARE 1 class completion or concurrent 
enrollment, and experience with beacon 
probe shovel;
• Experience with backcountry winter 
conditions and alpine location outings;
• Knowledge of map reading, map-
compass-altimeter and /or GPS 
navigation;
• Owning (or renting) ski or 
splitboards with full-width skins and 
ski crampons (no snowshoe travel), ice 
axe and boot crampons, and modern 
ski or snowboard boots and bindings 
and experience in travel using them.

Ski Mountaineering School is the 
introduction to high altitude mountain and peak 
ski and snowboard travel and descending in 
Colorado. Participants are expected to be high 
level blue-slope to black-diamond, downhill-
capable skiers (tele, AT or snowboard), with 
some experience in backcountry ski/splitboard 
and high mountain travel in steep terrain and 
varied conditions.

The class will progress from initial winter-
conditions trip planning, snow-safety review, 
travel techniques, safe route selection, group 
dynamics  and efficient travel with moderate 
half-day routes, through spring conditions with 
bigger objectives, longer days and steeper terrain 
as snowpack and skill levels improve. Final 
weekends will be overnight (possibly hut-based) 
with major peak climbs and descents.

 Previous years included skiing Elk and 
Front Range 14ers, Brainard Lake peaks and 
Independence Pass and Red Mountain Pass tours 
and peaks. Instructor pool includes experienced 
backcountry and ski mountaineering AT, 
Splitboard and Tele staffers, AIARE instructors, 
and skilled downhill skiers and PSIA instructors. 
Trips will generally have a 2:1 student to 
instructor ratio or better.

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Crystal Peak, Ski Mountaineering School
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Peak Happy Hour Series 
Renegade Brewing Company
925 W. Ninth Ave.,
Denver 80204 

Celebrate all things outdoors with an evening of fun, tasty beer, socializing and 
networking. Happy Hours will be from 5 pm to close at each location.   Come celebrate the 
mountains with CMC!

Wednesdays
Dec. 9 
Jan. 13

COUNCIL CORNER
By Kevin Schaal, Denver Council Secretary

Trip Leader Training Support 
Denver Group Council recently implemented a new policy making training for pro-

spective trip leaders available at no cost to an active member. 
In addition, refresher training will be available to an active trip leader at no cost provided 
he/she has led one qualifying trip in the preceding 12 months. 

Certain other schools are offered to active trip leaders, also at no cost, based on the 
leaders having led the required number of qualifying trips for the training selected. 
Council anticipates members will benefit from more trips being offered and from improve-
ment in the backcountry and safety-related competency of our trips. Contact is Linda 
Lawson (lkl14er@comcast.net).

To apply for training support: http://tinyurl.com/ntzxngc

Denver Group Schools Coordinator 
Steve Billig has agreed to fill the vacant position of Schools Coordinator for the Denver 
Group. Thanks, Steve! Please contact him if you have questions (billig@vnccolorado.com). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FREE SNOWSHOEING CLINIC

Dec. 9, AMC
Join us 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 9, for 

a FREE Introduction to Backcountry  
Snowshoeing presentation, with CMC 
Press author Alan Apt. 

Learn snowshoeing basics and winter 
mountaineering tips, and see photos of 
the more than 80 trails in his Snowshoe 
Routes: Colorado’s Front Range. 

The trails range from 14er summits to 
easy family strolls, in some of the most 
scenic locations near the Front Range.  
Apt will also cover avalanche awareness 
basics for safe winter travel. 

Register at cmc.org, Calendar, Dec. 9.
https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/Event 

Details.aspx?ID=30948 
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WILDFLOWER HIKE SERIES
PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

By Linda Koshio Rogers
Chair, CMC Centennial Wildflower Hike Series 

The Centennial Wildflower Hike Series 
in RMNP was a success with 100 participants 
and 11 hikes, led by CMC trip leaders and 
Native Plant Masters. To cap off the series 
there was a photo contest attracting two-
dozen entries. Winners were announced at 
the Denver Group Annual Dinner. 

Many thanks to the Wildflower Hike 
Committee and judges: Dan Kunz, Judy 
King, Dan Orcutt and Linda Koshio Rogers.  
The winners were:
First Place: White Checker Mallow, Sidalcea 
candida, by Fred Fisher, Native Plant Master
Second Place:  Colorado Blue Columbine, 
Aquilegia coerulea, by Leslie Koshigoe,  
CMC member   
Honorable Mention: Wood Lily, Lilium 
philadelphicum, by Ken Yaphe, CMC  
trip leader  

Dec. 26, 2015 - Jan. 3, 2016
Mexican Volcanoes  

Back by popular demand, the High Altitude 
section of the CMC is sponsoring a trip to the 
Mexican Volcanoes! Join leader Mike Zyzda in 
climbing 4 high altitude peaks, including Pico de 
Orizaba 18,475’ and Izta 17150’. Visit a historic 
village, see the famous Mexican Pyramids, and 
summit 4 incredible peaks! 

Feb. 10-15, 2016
Yellowstone in Winter

Don’t miss out on one of the most popular, 
classic Adventure Travel trips, sponsored by the 
CMC for more than 20 years. 

Enjoy a beautiful view of the Old Faithful 
geyser. Ski to the Lone Star geyser. Stumble upon 
wildlife and relax by the Firehole River. 

CMC Members: $1,946
Non members: $2,004

Leader is Renee Howbert, who has led the trip 
two times. She has led trips to both Peru and 
Canyon de Chelly. 

Feb. 26-28, 2016  
Mt. Princeton Weekend

This is an annual weekend of ski, snow-
shoe, swim, soak, party and dining at the Mt. 
Princeton Hot Springs Resort in Nathrop, Colo., 
near the ghost town of St. Elmo.  
 It includes two nights’ lodging at the 
resort, dinner on Friday and Saturday nights and 
breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday, two com-
plimentary drinks (wine, beer or soft drink) on 
Friday night, all the swimming you can get in on 
the three days, as well as an informal get together 

Saturday after dinner. Both Saturday and Sunday, 
after breakfast, mountain club leaders will pro-
pose trips for all levels of ability.

The cost is $235 for double occupancy 
and $340 for single occupancy. Non-mountain 
club members pay $10 more. This is a fun event, 
attended by members from several Colorado 
Mountain Club groups.  

For more information or to sign up, please 
contact Gertrud (Getty) Nuhn 719-473-8868, 
Hinuhn@Comcast.net or Becky Zenthoefer, 719-
633-1367, Beckyzee@Comcast.net.

May 2 - 6, 2016
Utah Llama Trek

Five days of incredible hikes in the Egypt 
area of the Escalante/Grand Staircase, Utah. Hike 
in the desert sands near the Escalante River be-
tween Chop Rock and Neon canyons. Make river 
crossings and explore breathtaking narrows and 
side canyons. From $1,780.

May 19-22, 2016  
Mesa Verde

Mesa Verde National Park — Behind the 
Scenes!    May 19-22, 2016. Watch for web site 
description and sign-up details sometime in 
January.  Leader:  Steve Bonowski

Grand Canyon Raft & Hike Trip 2017
We’ve designed this trip to allow more time 

for hiking while rafting the canyon.  Over 150 
previous participants have experienced this trip 
of a lifetime with the CMC. The trip must fill 1 
year in advance.  Check the January MHM for 
information for 2017. Leaders: Blake Clark and 
Rosemary Burbank

Check out more Adventures Online
Go to cmc.org/adventure travel for  
details about these expeditions:

2016
Winter 2016: Hawaii Hiking Kauai
April 23: Grand Canyon Raft & Hike
May 2: Neon/Chop Rock Canyon Llama Trek
May 18: Scotland Highland Way and  
Ben Nevis Climb (Wait List)
July 17: Machu Picchu/Peru Trek
July 17: Mt. Fuji and Japan Adventure
Aug. 27: Alta Via I in the Italian Dolomites
Sep. 9: British Columbia Great Bear  
Rainforest (Wait List)
NEW Sep. 17: Camino de Santiago Camino 
Sanabres Route
Sept. 22: Ireland Best Hikes and Culture 
(Wait List)

2017
March 24: Two Great Walks of New Zealand 
July 2017: Kilimanjaro Rongai Route  
and Mt. Meru, Tanzania

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
See www.cmc.org/adventuretravel for an up-to-date list of our current trips.

White Checker Mallow by Fred Fisher

Colorado Blue Columbine by Leslie Koshigoe

Wood Lily by Ken Yaphe 
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DECEMBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
We welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@aol.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

The Mile High Mountaineer
The Mile High Mountaineer (USP 703-680) is published monthly for $15/year members and non-members. Postmaster: send address changes to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, 710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing offices. Ads for the newsletter are due 
at the first of the month prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to mhm@cmc.org. For an ad rate sheet and questions, 
please email the editors at mhm@cmc.org. MHM welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. Contact:  Editor, Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net. Design: Charlotte A. Ricker, Ricker Studio, 
charlottearicker@gmail.com. CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

DENVER GROUP SECTION 
MEETING DATES

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
   December 9

Monthly Meetings 2nd 
Wednesday 7:00pm
Contact:  
Dan Orcutt, Section Chair  

  orcuttpscmc@gmail.com   
Location:  Lower Level Conference Room, AMC

FLY FISHING SECTION
Resumes in March

BIRDING WITH MIKE 
IN 2016:
Birding 130: 

Ducks and Winter Residents 
February 11 - 27

Birding 101: 
April 21 - May 8

Birding 301: 
Spring Songbirds: May 19 - June 12

Monthly Surveys  
at Lair O’the Bear

For details: 
www.BirdingWithMike.com

DECEMBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR  
By Patricia Leslie, Social Activities Leader

Frieda Brinkmann, Breckenridge,December 25, 2014
Photo by Maureen Leaderer

Saturday 5 - Dinner at Colore Italian 
Restaurant, 5:00 p.m.  This restaurant and 
pizzeria at 2700 South Broadway has great 
food. Those interested can ride with us 
afterward on RTD Light Rail to the Symphony 
(see below). Come to one or both events.  For 
directions and reservation (required), call Bob 
Shedd, 303-733-2815.
Saturday 5 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 p.m.  
A great all-Beethoven concert featuring the 
“Eroica” symphony Discount tickets $22 or $29 
as available. To sign up, or to cancel, you must 
call the host by 11:30 a.m. on the day of the 
concert.  Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815.
Friday 11 – TGIF at Chad’s,  275 Union Blvd. 
5:30-7 p.m. Dick 303-980-0573. Newcomers 
ask the hostess to direct you to the CMC 
group. Friends welcome.
Friday 25 – Annual Christmas Day Snowshoe 
and Cross-Country Ski Trip.  Newcomers, 
guests (adult family and friends), novice, 
intermediate, and advanced snowshoers and 
cross-country skiers will find great trails 
and views.  The Breckenridge Nordic Center 
offers all levels of trails, groomed for cross-
country skiers and skaters, and a CMC trail fee 
discount.  In the huge, new, “comfy” lodge pals 
can rest between runs and/or enjoy lunch in 
an awesome setting.   In addition, there is an 
ample supply of equipment and boot rentals.  
Sign up at cmc.org, Calendar, Dec. 25 and help 
our group get there by offering to drive, if you 
are a comfortable winter driver. Questions 
welcome. Leader Patricia Leslie.   
email pleslie.leslie@gmail.com.

Other public holiday activities:
Friday 4 – Denver’s Parade of Lights, 8 p.m. 
Friday 4 -  Zoo Lights, 5:30-9 p.m.  until   
January 3, tickets required.
Saturday 12 – Georgetown Christmas Market,  
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. & Sunday. 
Ice Skate at Evergreen.  Call the Skating Hotline 
720-880-1391 for availability and hours.  
www.evergreenrecreation.com. 

Photo provided by Breckenridge Nordic Center

Mandarin Duck.  
Photo Courtesy of Mike Foster


