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104th ANNUAL DENVER GROUP DINNER
“Secrets of Rocky Mountain Park”

By Vicky Gits
MHM Editor

A group of about 150 lively 
outdoor enthusiasts turned out 
for a festive, casual-format 104th 
Denver Group Annual Dinner at the 
American Mountaineering Center in 
Golden, Sunday, Oct. 30.  

The crowd assembled in the 
conference rooms at 5 p.m. for an 
hour of socializing and libations. 
Wine by Barefoot Wine and everal 
craft beers also were available, along 
with an Italian appetizer. 

Macaroni Grill provided a 
generous and tasty buffet dinner of 
Italian salad, pasta with sauce and 

lasagna, bread, cookies and brownies. 
There were positive comments 
about the speed and efficiency of 
the registration and food lines, said 
Kevin Schaal, dinner committee chair. 
Next year vegetarian lasagna will be 
included. 

One lucky attendee won the 
premium door prize, a picnic basket 
full of wine and other goodies donated 
by Linda Lawson. Six others received 
books donated by CMC Press 

After dinner, attendees moved 
to Foss Auditorium. Service awards 
went to Bob Collins, Linda Ditchkus, 
Fred Greist, Debbie Hampton, James 
Kennedy, Debbie Markham, John 
Martersteck and Pat McKinley. 

Volunteer of the Year 
Tim Musil

WTS  Master Instructor   

Volunteer of the Year Trophy 
carved by Jonathan Walter

 see  Page 8
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Tim Musil, who has led a record 
45 consecutive sessions (500 students) 
of Wilderness Trekking School classes, 
received the Volunteer of the Year 
award and a one-of-a-kind, hand-
carved trophy by Jonathan Walter. 

Tim was also recognized for being 
one of the longest-serving members of 
the WTS committee and for leading 26 
adventure travel trips. Presenter was 
Joe Griffith, WTS director. 

Steve Bain, president of the CMC 
Foundation, was honored for being a 
40-year member, along with Beverly 
Baker and Frank Steed. 

Topping off the evening, Kevin 
Cook, an independent naturalist and 
nature writer affiliated with the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy, shared his 
“Secret Places of Rocky Mountain 
Park.” 

 In a lighthearted talk, Cook 
inspired audience members to 
appreciate the offbeat side of nature: 
lichen, mosses, microscopic animals 
called tardigrades, a secluded spot 
with spectacular trees, 10,000 chirping 
mini-frogs, plants that look like body 
parts and a series of high-meadow 
treeless spaces connected like a string 
of pearls. 

Cook is known for leading long,  
low-mileage  hikes. He will take a day 
to travel the route an average hiker 
could do in an hour and a half. 

He told a hilarious story about 
the amazing sound of a bugling elk, 
a van full of hikers, and the speaker’s 
problem with lactose intolerance.

***

Volunteers and Contributions:

Awards Committee: Jeff 
Flax, Dave Covill, Joe Griffith, Bill 
Haneghan, Jerry Helmke, David 
Hutchison, Sherry Richardson

Dinner Committee: Kevin Schaal, 
Grover Cleveland, Bob Collins, Vicki 
Copeland, Lou Ann Dixon, Sherri 
Durman, Virginia Ellis, Becky Flax, 
Jeff Flax, Rich Gilmartin, Kathy Kurtz, 
Maddie Philley, Cheryl Schaal and 
Roger Wendell.

Bartenders: Lynne Petre, Heidi 
Kumm

Wine: Barefoot Wine and Bubbly 

  

104th Annual Denver Group Dinner 

Dinner
Photos

by Janice
 Bennett 

Tinyurl.com/
gm566nd 

 

Speaker Kevin Cook
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Denver Group to Discontinue 
Paper Subscription Option as of March

The Denver Council has voted to discontinue the paper 
subscription version of the Mile High Mountaineer as of March 
2017. After March, the newsletter will be available by posting on the 
Denver Group website, hikingdenver.net. 

Unless they opt out of the service, group members will receive 
a monthly email notice when the latest issue is made available on 
hikingdenver.net. Paper copies will no longer be delivered through 
the U.S. mail by subscription. 

 The Mile High Mountaineer is published monthly. The service 
is free to Denver Group members. Back issues can be found on 
hikingdenver.net. 

  Dave Hutchison
President, Denver Group Council

Bobcats Section December Update
Q:  Where are we in forming the Bobcats 
section?
A:  We are awaiting CMC staff set-up all 
the forms, accounts, website links, etc., 
required by our new section status. But 
the Section IS official as of October 1.
Q:  How is the section going to be operated?
A:  Pretty much the same as it has been run for its first year.  We 
think simple is best.  No dues, no elections, as many trips and as 
much fun as our members want and we can deliver. Your leaders 
prefer to devote their energies to planning trips and related 
activities for you.
Q:  What do I have to do to become a Bobcats member?
A: If you receive our monthly email newsletters, that means you 
are on our mailing list and, if you are age 50 or older, that means 
you automatically are a Bobcats member. If you are under age 50, 
you are an associate Bobcat member. Your only duties as either 
kind of member are to look for trips and events, sign up, and 
have a good time.
If you want to be added to our mailing list, let us know 
at cmcbobcats@gmail.com.

– Robbie Monsma

The Bobcats mission is to ensure a variety of challenging CMC trips, especially 
“B Difficult” and “C” hikes and Difficult Snowshoes, for our mostly age-50+ 
constituents.  Although we have members, our trips are non-exclusive.  We 
welcome all CMC members to sign up for any Bobcats trip regardless of age or 
Bobcats membership.  

Mt. Princeton 2017
Snowshoe Weekend
March 3 - 5

This is the annual weekend of 
ski, snowshoe, swim, soak and dining 
adventure at the Mt. Princeton Hot Springs 
Resort in Nathrop, CO, near the ghost town 
of St. Elmo

The weekend includes two nights’ 
lodging, dinner on Friday and Saturday, 
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, two 
complimentary drinks (beer, wine or soft 
drink) on Friday night, all the swimming 
you can get in three days as well as an 
informal get-together Saturday after dinner. 

Both on Saturday and Sunday after 
breakfast, mountain club leaders will 
propose trips for all levels of ability. The 
cost is $265 for double room occupancy 
and $350 for single occupancy. Non-
mountain club members pay $10 more. 
This is a fun event attended by members of 
several mountain club groups.

For more information or a reservation, 
please call or email Getty Nuhn 719-473-
8868 or hinuhn@comcast.net or Becky 
Zenthoefer 719-633-1367 or Beckyzee@
Comcast.net. We hope to see many of you 
there again.

Bobcats
convene
on Kenosha 
Crest/Ben 
Tyler Trail, 
Oct. 11. Photo 
by Vaune 
Shelbourn

Thank You Fall 2016 WTS Instructors 
and Committee
by Joe Griffith, Director

The WTS committee most sincerely thanks the 
volunteer instructors who so generously gave their 
time, expertise, and enthusiasm to make WTS such a 
resounding success. 
 Senior instructors: Norm Arlt, Marc Borai, 
David Hutchison, Fred Jorgensen, Joe Leahy, 
Jocelyne Morris, Tim Musil, Tracie Sawade, and 
Sarah Thompson.

Associate instructors: Michael Caruso, 
Andrew Dodgen, DeBorah Dooley, Karl Ford, Chip 
Furlong, Robert Jacobs, Damien Knight, Richard 
Moore, Richard Ostrosky, Todd Poulson, Vaune 
Shelbourn, Robin Starr, and Linda Taipale.
 Assistant instructors: Debra Davis, Carol 
Munch, Greg Olson, Ronda Rasnick, Stacia Roberts, 
Jonathan Sykes, and Roger Wendell.
 Substitute and make-up instructors: Nathan 
Atkins, Tracy Atkins, Ben Eisen, Chip Furlong, 
Thomas Gallagher, Vicky Gits, David Hutchison, 
Robert Jacobs, Henry Malmgren, Terry Ploski, and 
Tracie Sawade.

WTS committee: Norm Arlt, Marc Borai, 
Dave Callais, Lana Dolly, Ken Gurvin, Tim Kish, 
John Lindner, Tim Musil, Terry Ploski, Robin Starr, 
and Sarah Thompson.
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Wilderness First Aid  
2017 Series 
Contact: Jeff Flax, school director, Jeff@JFlax.
com 
Session Dates: To Be Announced in January
Location: AMC, Golden 
Registration: Online at cmc.org, Calendar, or 
membership services at 303-279-3080, ext. 2. 
For more information see www.hikingdenver.
net/schools/wilderness-first-aid
Fee: $64 for full two-day course: Denver 
Group members, $74 for non-Denver Group 
members.  Fee for refresher course: $40 for 
Denver Group members and $50 for non-
Denver Group members.  Denver Group 
leaders, potential leaders, and senior school 
instructors should apply through the Support 
Aid for Leader Training (SALT) for the school 
at no cost - see https://t.e2ma.net/message/
bpuag/jvkl9d

This comprehensive course follows a 
standardized program established by the 
Emergency Care and Safety Institute, and 
consists of lecture, practical experience and a 
written exam. 

Topics include patient assessment, 
weather-related illness, trauma, splinting, 
medical emergencies, incident management, 
and altitude illness. Emphasis is on “hands 
on” experience. A WFA card, good for three 
years, is issued upon completion. 

Four Denver Group Wilderness First Aid 
courses are planned for 2017, a full two-day 
and one-day refresher class in the spring and 
again in the fall. The dates and details will be 
available in January on the WFA web page on 
hikingdenver.net. 

Please note the state CMC office is 
also offering WFA ECSI certified courses 
around the state. However, these are managed 
separately from the Denver Group courses.

Wilderness First Aid 
Refresher Course   
To be determined

Two WFA Refresher courses are planned 
for 2017, one in the spring and one in the fall. 
The WFA refresher one-day course is limited 
to participants who have taken the CMC’s 
ECSI WFA course within the past four years. 
Required: Edition 3 or  4 of the textbook. 

 
 

Intro to Hiking Safety 
Learn how to be safe in the 
backcountry 
Contact: Art Hogling, director, ahogling@aol.
com
Location: AMC, Golden
Dates: To be announced 
Fee: Denver Group member $5, non-DG $10
Registration: cmc.org/calendar/or membership 
services at 303-279-3080

Learning how to be safe in the 
backcountry is a major reason many members 
join the CMC.  So we’ve developed a one-
evening seminar especially for new members 
who want to learn the basics of hiking safety. 

Telemark Ski School
Contact: Jim Kennedy, director, 303-944-
8731, before 9 p.m. or jim.kennedy@comcast.
net 
Fee: $55 Denver Group members; $65 non- 
Denver Group members; Fee DOES NOT 
include lift tickets of $35 each sold on lecture 
night. 
Sessions: One lecture and two on-snow field 
days per session 
Session 1: Lecture, Tuesday, Jan. 10, field 
weekend Saturday, Jan. 14, Loveland Ski Area; 
Sunday Jan. 15, backcountry. 
Registration deadline Session 1: Jan. 9. 
Session 2: Lecture, Tuesday, Feb. 7, field 
weekend Saturday, Feb. 11, Loveland Ski Area; 
Sunday Feb. 12, backcountry. 
Registration deadline Session 2: Feb. 6. 
Session 3: New weekday session Lecture, 
Tuesday, March, 7, field weekday Thursday 
March, 9, Loveland Ski Area; Friday March, 
10, backcountry. 
Registration deadline Session 3: March 6. 
Registration: See cmc.org, Calendar, Classes, 
Jan. 10, Feb. 7, March 7
Prerequisites: Apply to both sessions: Fitness 
to accommodate backcountry and Denver 
Group Moderate Ski rating or equivalent. 
Students not fit for backcountry terrain will 
be asked to skip the backcountry field day 
with no refund. 

Telemark Ski School celebrates over 
30 years of providing quality volunteer 
instruction to hundreds of students hailing 
from all over Colorado. We help beginner, 
intermediate and advanced  skiers.

Introduction to Fly Tying
Contact: Jonathan Walter, j_walter@msn.com
Date: Saturday, Sunday; March 4,5; 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Baker classroom, AMC
Prerequisites: none
Fee: $120 for Denver Group members; 
$130 for non-group members
Registration: Contact Jonathan Walter 

Are you interested in tying your own flies 
for fishing? Do you want to feel the sense of 
accomplishment of catching fish on a fly you 
tied? Come join us for this introductory class! 
The techniques learned are applicable to all 
of fly tying. We will cover 6-8 flies for trout 
that have broad application across insect life 
cycle stages for midges, caddis, mayflies and 
stoneflies. This is a very low cost way to get a 
solid start in a rewarding aspect of fly fishing. 

Tuition is $120 and covers room rental, 
materials cost, vise and tools for the classes. 
All you have to do for the first day is show up! 
Students will have the option of purchasing 
the vise and tools at the end of the course. The 
lead instructor, Jonathan Walter, is active in 
the Denver Group Fly Fishing Section and has 
been teaching fly tying and fly fishing for over 
20 years.

Trip Leader School 
Registration  opens January  
Contact: Pat McKinley, director, 
patrickmckinley@hotmail.com 
Classroom/Field Practical: April 1
Classroom - 4 hours; field day - 5 hours
Time: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Location: AMC, Golden. Field location TBA
Fee: $0. Support Aid for Leader Training
Prerequisites: CMC member for a minimum 
of one year, three CMC trips and Wilderness 
First Aid certification.  
Application: Apply via  SALT online at: 
https://goo.gl/XuhvKm
All students must apply through the SALT 
application. Please do not try to register via 
the www.cmc.org web site until after your 
application is approved. Once approved a  
registration code for website registration is 
provided.

The 3.5-hour class lecture covers CMC 
policies, trip planning, participant screening, 
CMC liability coverage for volunteers, 
working group dynamics and team 
management, marketing your trips, being a 
club ambassador and risk mitigation. 

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

REFUND POLICY:  Requests must be made in writing to school director. If received at least 7 days before a course begins: Full 
refund minus $10 processing, less cost of materials received, if any. If less than 7 days: 50 percent refund, or full refund minus 

$10 if replacement found, less cost of  materials received. No refund on day course begins or after. (revised as of 10/2016) 

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools
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DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

AVALANCHE SCHOOLS
Avalanche Terrain Avoidance 
3 Hour Seminar & Half-Day Field Trip

Session 1 - Dec.  7 Lecture, 
Dec. 10, Field Trip 
Registration NOW OPEN

 Session 2 - Jan. 11 Lecture,
 Jan. 14, Field Trip
Registration opens Nov. 1 
Session 3 - Feb. 1 Lecture,
Feb. 4 Field Trip 
 Registration Opens Dec. 1

Contact: Brad Cotten, allcotten5@gmail.
com, 720-280-7498
Time: 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Location: AMC 

This 3-hour, one-evening seminar 
is offered to those who wish to AVOID 
avalanche terrain. 

The seminar and field day are required 
for winter, non-backcountry leaders who 
wish to lead winter trips in non-avalanche 
terrain. There is an optional field day (non-
leaders) for each session:  Dec. 10, Jan. 14, 
Feb. 4.

Register on-line for the ATA lecture 
under All Classes or Education Everyone. 
Register thru the Activity Schedule for the 
Optional Field Trips.

If you are interested in learning how 
to use probes & beacons as well as rescue 
techniques, please consider enrolling in 
AIARE.

ATA is available to Active Trip Leaders 
tuition free through the Support Aid for 
Leader Training (SALT) program. ATA is 
required for leaders who lead winter, non-
backcountry trips November through April

AIARE Level 1 
24 Hour Standardized School

Session 1 - Lectures in Empire, Field 
Trips at Berthoud Pass
December 16, 17, 18
Registration NOW OPEN
Session 2 - Evening Lectures in 
Golden March 1 & 2, Lectures in 
Empire March 4 & 5, Field trips at 
Berthoud Pass March 4 & 5
Registration Open Dec. 1

AIARE  is available tuition-free 
to leaders who lead 3 winter, non-
backcountry trips within 15 months 
of their application through the SALT 
program.

Trip leaders please check into the 
SALT program before signing up for any 
courses.

Backcountry Ski Touring 
Contact: joan.rossiter@mindspring.com or 
303-241-7968
Interactive class: Tues., Dec. 6, (make-up 
lecture is available)
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: AMC

Field days: Fee includes three on-snow days. 
Saturdays, Jan. 7,14, 21 
Sundays, Jan. 8, 15, 22 
Tuesdays, Jan. 10, 17, 24

Prerequisites: none
Fee: $95 for CMC Denver Group members. 
Fee includes one-day trail pass and lift ticket. 
$85 for trip leaders and returning students 
who were enrolled in one of the last three 
years. Contact CMC member services at 303-
279-3080 x2 and request the discount. 
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Dec. 6. See 
BSTS online registration form.

 Experience Colorado’s finest snow, 
away from the crowds and lift tickets! Learn 
to cross-country and get prepared to ski 
backcountry trails using classic Nordic-style 

technique. (No AT or Tele gear allowed in 
this school.) We can accommodate students 
from never-evers to folks who have skied 
for years.     Classes often less than ten stu-
dents with at least two instructors 

In December, we start with a lecture on 
avalanche awareness, clothing, and selection 
of skis. In January, you get three full days on 
the snow with lessons geared to your level 
of skill and endurance.  

The first on-snow day is at a nordic 
center and focuses on becoming comfort-
able on skis and basic flat-track skills. The 
second snow day will emphasize basic 
downhill and uphill techniques. 

The third day is a trip into the back-
country. The locations are tailored to the 
skill level of your group. Tuition includes 
the lecture, three days of lessons, a trail pass 
for the first on-snow day and lift ticket for 
the second.

Topics include:
Proper skis/gear/clothing for the ter-

rain and conditions you want to ski
Better balance techniques
Diagonal stride, including poling
Downhill maneuvers and stopping
Turning maneuvers

AIARE LEVEL 1 
INSTRUCTORS & ASSISTANTS

AIARE Level 1 teaches students how to make decisions in avalanche territory.  CMC 
Denver is need of both assistants and instructors for Level 1.Assistants need to have 
completed Level 1 and be able to assist with the lectures and field trips in either Session 1 – 
December 16, 17, 18 in Empire or Session 2 – March 1 and 2 in Golden and March 4 and 5 
in Empire.

If you have completed Level 1 and are interested in taking your avalanche education to a 
higher level, Level 2 covers four days in avalanche terrain assessing conditions and the terrain 
risks.  Students are reimbursed 50% of the tuition by the CMC Denver AIARE L1 School 
when they sign a Memorandum of Understanding they will be available to assist with Level 1 
for two seasons.

After completing Level 2, a three-day instructor training school is required.  CMC 
Denver AIARE L1 School reimburses 90% of the tuition when a MOU is signed stating they 
agree to teach Level 1 for CMC Denver for two seasons. Interested?  Contact Linda Lawson, 
AIARE Coordinator, lkl14er@comcast.net

Save the Dates

Dec. 26-30, state offices closed

Jan. 19-22, CMC booth at the Ouray Ice Festival

March 2- 4, Banff Mountain Film Festival  

Jan. 11, Peak Happy Hour, Cannonball Creek Brewery

Feb. 8 and March 8 (location to be decided)

Backcountry Film Fest 

Boulder - Jan. 26; 

Colorado Springs, Feb. 3; 

Fort Collins, Feb. 7 
--Jeff Golden



6                           Mile High Mountaineer • December 2016

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

TECH SCHOOLS 
Contact: Bill Haneghan at 

cmcpoodle@gmail.com

Basic Mountaineering/
Technical Climbing School 
Orientation 
 
Lecture: January 5, 7:00-9:00 pm at the AMC
Prerequisites: None
Class Limit: 50 
Fee: Free
Register: online at cmc.org

Basic Mountaineering has undergone 
significant changes over the last couple of years. 
Prerequisites have changed. Class availability has 
changed. The calendar has changed. Format has 
changed.

In this Orientation we will cover all those 
changes and review what we offer in Basic 
Mountaineering, Intermediate Mountaineering, 
and the broader slate of classes offered by the 
Technical Climbing School.

And we will talk about expectations for the 
Basic Mountaineering student.

There will be plenty of time for Q & A, so 
come on out!

Basic Climbing
Session A Lectures: Jan 12 & 17 6:00-9:00 pm 
at AMC
Prerequisite: None
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $65.00
Register: online at cmc.org

This is a short introduction to climbing 
and is a prerequisite for Intermediate Rock, 
Technical Snow, and Basic Ice. We cover basic 
belay technique for top rope climbing. We cover 
footwork. We cover gear and how to use it. We 
provide all necessary gear.

Basic Ice Climbing
Session A Lecture: January 18, 6:00- 9:00 pm 
at AMC
Session A Field Day: January 21, all day 
starting early; location to be determined
Session B Lecture: January 25, 6:00- 9:00 pm 
at AMC
Session B Field Day: January 29, all day 
starting early; location to be determined
Session C Lecture: January 30, 6:00- 9:00 pm 
at AMC
Session C Field Day: February 5, all day 
starting early; location to be determined
Prerequisites: Intermediate Rock or equivalent 
and at least 10 days climbing experience on rock
Class Limit: 12 
Fee: $85 DG Members; $95 non-DG Members 
Register: On line at cmc.org 

Note that Basic Climbing is a prerequisite 
for this class.

Basic Ice is designed as an introduction to 
ice climbing in top-rope settings. Basic Ice will 
introduce novice or experienced rock climbers 
to the basics of ice climbing, and teach them to 
safely enjoy the sport in top-rope settings.

The course focuses on equipment, safety, 
and technique. Students must be competent 
in basic climbing safety systems, including 
belaying, communication, tying-in, etc.

Basic Ice does not teach avalanche 
awareness or avalanche safety. These topics are 
covered in the Avalanche Terrain Avoidance 
Seminar or AIARE Level 1 School. 

If you are interested in learning to lead on 
ice, and are an experienced trad leader, consider 
Technical Ice Climbing.

Winter Camping School 2017 
Contact: Chuck Barnes, 303-841-0386  or 
chuck_barnes@q.com
Lectures: Tues. Feb. 7, 
Wed. Feb 15, Tues. Feb. 28
Time: 6:20 p.m. to after 9 p.m. 
Location: AMC, Golden
Day trips: Feb. 18, Feb. 25
Overnights: March 11-12; March 25-26
Prerequisites: Snowshoes only
Fee: $60 includes lectures, handouts and access 
to online manuals. Extra fee for non-Denver 
Group members. 
Updates: hikingdenver.net
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Feb. 7 

This is a non-survival school for those 
who want to enjoy the winter, snow and moon-
light in comfort.  The Winter Camping School 
concentrates on the fundamental understand-
ing, equipment and techniques to keep warm 
in cold environments on an overnight stay.  
Learning how to stay warm, not how to toler-
ate cold. It covers topics as dressing, traveling, 
setting up campsite, cooking and sleeping 
comfortably in the winter, among others. 
Because every season, location and year is dif-
ferent, conditions can vary from delightful to 
arctic dreadful during this class so you should 
be prepared for any type of conditions.

The Winter Camping School is open 
to every CMC member, regardless of group 
membership and classification.  This school 
is recommended not only for campers, but 
everyone who intends to spend extended 
time in the backcountry in the winter, such as 
snowshoers or skiers.  

Winter Camping School includes three 
mandatory lectures.  Fee includes all three lec-
tures, handouts and access to online manuals.   

To graduate from Winter Camping 
School, students must complete four qualified 
trips that will be listed in the CMC Activity 
Schedule.  These are regular CMC trips that 
have priority for current and past Winter 
Camping School participants.  A one-day 
equipment, packing and cooking test trip will 
be Saturday, Feb. 18.  A one-day snow shelter 
construction instruction and practice trip will 
be Saturday Feb. 25. Overnight trips are on 
March 11-12 and March 25-26.  All trips are 
snowshoe trips, skis are not allowed.  Equip-
ment requirements and more details for these 
trips will be discussed during lectures.

For more information, and updated dates 
please go to www.hikingdenver.net/ and select 
Winter Camping School on the left on the 
screen. 

 If you have any questions, please call Chuck 
Barnes at 303-841-0386 or e-mail at chuck_
barnes@q.com

High Altitude
Mountaineering School

If you are interested in climbing 
high, glaciated peaks, starting with Mt. 
Rainier, the High Altitude Mountain-
eering School class of 2017 will start 
in mid-January.  As a HAMS student,  
you will learn how to safely travel on 
glaciated routes and how to prepare 
for an expedition to tackle a high peak 
anywhere in the world.   Please refer to 
the HAMS Web page (hikingdenver.
net/schools/hams) for more informa-
tion about the HAMS program and the 
prerequisites.         Applications will be 
accepted through the end of the year.
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Feb. 26 - March 4, 2017 
Crested Butte Winter  Wonderland  
Sandi Bianchi. 
Choose alpine, 
nordic, telemark,
or snowshoe and 
more.  Stay in quaint B&B in heart of town. 

April 1-9, 2017
Ski the Haute Route
 The European 
Haute Route 
Ski Tour 2017, 
is perhaps 
the world’s most famous ski trip.  From 
Chamonix, France, in the shadow of Mont 
Blanc, to the village of Zermatt, beneath 
the Matterhorn, this has it all for the 
adventurous skier. Gary Hellenga

April 4-19, 2017
Kyoto Culture and Kumano Kodo Trek
Enjoy peak of cherry blossom time. 
Explore shrines, 
historical sites 
and hike 8 
days on world 
heritage route. Kris Ashton 

May 26-June 8, 2017
Ultimate Peru
Cultural and multisport adventure 
Off the beaten 
path, hiking the 
Sacred Valley, 
Machu Piccu, 
zip lining and mountain biking as well as 
opportunities to experience local culture. 
Angie Perris-Raney
 
July 8-23, 2017
Mt. Kilimanjaro 
and Mt. Meru, 
Tanzania
Acclimatize 
with 4-day 
climb of Mt. Meru, 14,968’. From there 
we will see amazing views of Kilimanjaro. 
Then a 6-day climb of Kili, 19,340’, via the 
Rongai Route. Bill Blazek.

July 14-21, 2017
Alaska Wrangell-
St.Elias NP Raft 
and Hike
Experience 
dramatic peaks, glaciers and raging rivers 
of world-class remote park. Linda Taipale.

Hiking Sampler of Slovenia
Aug. 26-Sept. 11, 
2017 
Hike in the 
Kamnik-Svinja 
Alps and Julian Alps, 3-day hut-to-hut 
hike in Triglav National Park, enjoy lakes 
of Bled and Bohinj, walk the WWI war 
trails and wine hills of “Slovenian Tuscany.”  
Denise Snow

Best of the UK: 
London and the 
Channel Islands
 Aug. 22-Sept. 3, 2017
 Kris Ashton 

June and July
Easy Hike Series
Dolomites or Switzerland
Look for details coming soon. Beatriz 
Silveira. 

For more details see cmc.org
Adventure Travel Trips

   

ADVENTURE TRAVEL

New 
Trip 

Think Food

Europe Imagined

Wild Alaska!

Angie knows Peru

Kili with a twist

European Classic

Rare Opportunity
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DECEMBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
We welcome new ideas.  Call us, Patricia 720-296-9422 or e-mail pleslie.leslie@gmail.com or Fred at  
303-751-6639 or e-mail FredSiersma@gmail.com. Unless listed in the CMC Activity Schedule online, these 
social activities are not considered official CMC activities.

Editor:  Vicky Gits, victoriagits@comcast.net.  
 
CMC Office: (303) 279-3080; Fax (303) 279-9690. 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The Mile High Mountaineer (USPS 703-680) is published monthly by the Colorado Mountain Club, 710 
10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401.  Postmaster: Send address changes to the Colorado Mountain Club, 
710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals Postage paid at Golden, CO and additional mailing 
offices. Ads for the newsletter are due six weeks prior to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must 
be submitted via email to the editor. For an ad rate sheet and questions, please email the editor. MHM 
welcomes letters to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. 

The Mile High Mountaineer

By  Patricia Leslie, Social Activities Leader

Saturday 17 - Rail-and-Trail Discovery 
Walk, 2:30 p.m.  Meet Bob at RTD Littleton 
Downtown Station (Alamo Avenue at Prince 
Street) where we will assemble for a quick ride 
on the D Line to Mineral Station.  From there 
we will head over to the Platte River Greenway, 
and walk along the river back to Downtown 
Littleton, arriving before sunset.  Walking 
distance is 3 miles. Optional dinner after the 
walk at Merles Restaurant on Main Street.  For 
details, call Bob Shedd, 303-733-2815, or 
email Rshedd@aol.com.  On the day of the 
event, call Bob at 720-290-6014.

Sunday 25 – Annual Christmas Day Cross-
country ski/snowshoe.  This year we are 
headed back  to the Breckenridge Nordic 
Center where they have groomed cross-
country ski trails for skiers of all ability levels 
and miles of snowshoe trails too.  Breck Nordic 
is a beautiful, large lodge, yet better than a 
warming hut because there is ample space 
for families and friends to comfortably enjoy 
breaks from the trails.  Complete rentals are 
available.  Sign up is required online at  cmc.
org/calendar and when you sign up, if at all 
possible, please offer to drive
Questions welcome for CMC leader Patricia 
Leslie at pleslie.leslie@gmail.com.

Thursday 1 – TGIT,  an information event 
for our annual Christmas Day Cross-
country/Snowshoe Trip.  New members 
and others who are considering joining 
us for our annual Christmas Day trip are 
encouraged to drop by La Belle Rosette, 
2423 S. University Blvd., around 5:30-6:00.  
CMC leader Patricia Leslie will provide 
information, especially to new cross-country 
skiers and snowshoers, about this year’s 
trip to the Breckenridge Nordic Center. 
Leslie 720-296-9422.  See 25th below for 
the Christmas Day Cross-Country Ski/ 
Snowshoe trip listing as well as online for 
signup at cmc.org/calendar. 
Saturday 3 - Dinner at Taziki’s 
Mediterranean Cafe, 5:30 p.m.  This 
restaurant at 6435 East Hampden has great 
food at moderate prices. Those interested 
can ride with us afterward on RTD Light 
Rail to the Symphony (see below). Come to 
one or both events.  For directions, call Bob 
Shedd, 303-733-2815.
 
Saturday 3 - Colorado Symphony, 7:30 
p.m.  An all-Beethoven concert features the 
great composer’s 3rd Piano Concerto and 
7th Symphony.  Discount tickets $29. To 
sign up, or to cancel, you must call the host 
by 11:30 a.m. on the day of the concert.  Bob 
Shedd, 303-733-2815.

Friday 9 - TGIF Talking Dick’s Jaunt 
Through Europe.  Bring your questions 
along with your adult family and friends to 
Chad’s, 275 Union in Lakewood, around 
5:30-7. Dick recently returned from Seefeld, 
Austria; Italy, Germany, and Switzerland.  
Seefeld is best known for winter sports and 
will be hosting the 2019 Nordic World Ski 
Championships. Bring your questions about 
Europe and beyond because Dick includes 
Europe, Africa, and South America in his 
travel experiences. He will be delighted to 
meet you, especially new members. (303) 
980-0573.

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
Dec. 14, Jan. 11

Monthly Meetings, AMC 
2nd Wednesdays

BIRDING WITH MIKE

“Ducks and Winter 
Residents” 

Classes: Feb 9 & 16 
Jefferson Unitarian Church 

Golden, $50

Field trips: 
Feb 11, 18, 25

locations TBA at first class

Details: 
 www.BirdingWithMike.com 

Questions? 

Seefeld, Austria by Johnny Hodges

Story behind Jonathan Walter’s
Amazing Award Creations

  “The inspiration was 
a photo from Yosemite 
with a stairstep trail in 
the foreground and a 
waterfall across the can-
yon. Imitation of the rocks and ground 
allowed me to leave the finish rough. 
It is all basswood, including the base, 
which was cut with a handsaw. The 
carving is attached with 3-inch wood-
screws. What isn’t apparent is that 
the back with the trees and waterfall 
is a separate piece of wood. I wanted 
to give the illusion of depth and open 
space in the canyon. The finish is wax. 
There I’ll stop as this is when I usu-
ally start explaining what I wish had 
turned out differently!
There is an odd mixture of relief, joy 
and sadness as it leaves my hands. 
Perhaps as close as I’ll ever come to 
watching my children grow up, obvi-
ously on a very small scale.”


