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The Best Summit County Hikes

 

This is one of my 
favorite hikes. 

It takes you high 
into the Williams 
Fork Mountains 
to the Ptarmigan 
Peak Wilderness 
Area. Starting in 
Silverthorne at just 

over 9,000 feet, the trail climbs gradually 
through mixed forest to treeline at 11,500 
feet. Above treeline the trail breaks out 
and crosses wide-open alpine meadows 
with spectacular views—some of the 
best in Summit County. The trail ends at 
12,498 feet on the summit of Ptarmigan 
Peak.

Getting There In Silverthorne, get in 
the right lane of Highway 9 heading north 
from Interstate 70 Exit 205. Take a quick 
right onto Rainbow Drive (the first stop-
light) and then another quick right onto 
Tanglewood Lane (the first stop sign). 
Follow Tanglewood Lane around a bend 
for 0.25 mile to the stop sign. Go right at 
the stop sign onto Ptarmigan Trail and 
follow it east for 0.25 mile, where it chang-
es into a dirt road at a curve (go straight). 
Continue east on the dirt road for another 
0.50 mile. The trailhead parking area is on 
your right. 

The Route  Find the trailhead kiosk 
at the east end of the parking area. Head 
north up the trail through a residential 
area and after about 0.1 mile, pop out on 
an asphalt road. Follow the road straight 

up the hill for another 150 paces to where 
the trail leaves the road on the right side. 
Look for the Ptarmigan Trail sign.

From here, follow the trail north, 
up through a sagebrush meadow. Take a 
moment along the way to look behind you 
and appreciate the views of Dillon Reser-
voir and the Tenmile Range. At the top of 
the meadow, the trail enters an aspen forest. 
This section of the trail is particularly beau-
tiful in the fall (mid- to late September). At 
2.3 miles there is a log bench on your left 
that makes a good place to take a break.

Continue north along the trail as it 
gradually contours up and then climbs a se-
ries of steep switchbacks to treeline. At 4.2 
miles (11,516 feet) arrive at the Ptarmigan 
Peak Wilderness Area boundary sign. The 
trail eases somewhat from here as it breaks 
out of the forest into open alpine meadow. 
At 5.8 miles (12,481 feet) you will reach a 
sign on the trail that marks the end of the 

Ptarmigan Trail and the start of the Ute 
Peak Trail. Look to your right (east) and 
you will see a large cairn about 100 yards 
up that marks the top of Ptarmigan Peak. 
Follow a weak trail up to the cairn and at 
5.7 miles (12,498 feet) reach the summit of 
Ptarmigan Peak.

***
The hike is included in Hull’s book, 

“The Best Summit County Hikes,” a CMC 
Pack Guide. Check the CMC Store at cmc.
org for book availability. 

Rating: Difficult   
Round Trip Distance: 11.6 miles
Elevation Gain: 3,610 feet
Summit: 12,498 feet 
Round Trip Time: 7.0 hours
Trailhead: Ptarmigan Peak Trail-
head (9,085 feet) (13S 0409599
E 4387800N)
Nearest Landmark: Silverthorne
Map: Trails Illustrated 108 Vail
Frisco Dillon; USGS Dillon 
Quadrangle 

The Ptarmigan Trail offers views of Dillon Reservoir and Tenmile Range 
with easy access off Interstate 70 and Exit 205. 

My Favorite Hike

Ptarmigan Peak 
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SAVE THE 
DATE: 

   Fall Gear Sale
Friday Nov. 17

Upcoming 
New Member Hikes

Sun, July 23, Robbie Monsma, Chief 
Mtn, Moderate A Hike, 3 miles. 1000 
feet gain, Wooly Mammoth BB, 7:00 
am

Fri. July 28, Janet Farrar, Staunton 
State Park, Difficult B Hike, 11.5 
miles, 1600 feet gain, The Fort pull-
out, 8:00 am

Sat, Aug 12, Robbie Monsma, Her-
man Gulch, Easy B Hike, 6.5 miles, 
1100 feet gain , Wooly Mammoth BB, 
7:00 am
Register at cmc.org, Calendar 

CHECK CALENDAR LISTINGS FOR 
MORE NEW MEMBER HIKES  

On the Ptarmigan Peak Trail, Summit County. Photo courtesy Marshall Hull. 

Summer series runs from 5pm-7pm at Ratio Beerworks, 2290 Larimer St. Denver
Celebrate with CMC friends and family. 

Support CMC programs with $1 per beer purchased.

GIVE AWAYS | FRIENDS | ADVENTURE |  

SEPT
13

WWW.CMC.ORG/PEAKHAPPYHOURS

AUG
9JULY

5 PEAK HAPPY HOUR

AT RATIO BEERWORKS 

Celebrate all things outdoors 
with an evening of fun, tasty 

beer, socializing, networking and 
prize drawings from Topo De-

signs, Ratio and more!

5pm-7pm 

Aug 9, Sept 13 

 2290 Larimer St., Denver



August 2017• Mile High Mountaineer                3

  
Mary Evans, J.D., GRI, CRS
Real Estate Broker!   303-888-4909
HomeSmart Realty, usarealtyservice@aol.com 
FREE Home Warranty! 30 years of experience!

Fly Fishing Section 

BIG WATER WITH JEFF POWLES 

Thursday, July 20, 7 p.m.
Jeff Powles, guide and owner of Fish On Colorado, will be sharing with us in-
formation on effective fishing techniques for larger waters.  At 6:30 p.m. the 
section will conduct an educational open forum discussion on various topics for 
those who want to share fly fishing experiences and learn more about the sport. 
If you have questions or need help with a specific topic the forum is the place for 
you.  This monthly gathering of the Fly Fishing Section is open to members and 
non-members, so bring your bring your friends and fishing buddies.

     Wrigley’s Chicago Bar and Grill
18200 West Colfax Ave.

5:30 p.m. happy hour
6:30 p.m. roundtable discussion

7 p.m. Presentation

Mark your calendar and register now for 

the Bobcats
Summer
Picnic

Sunday, July 30 
Noon to 4 pm
Jeffco’s Hiwan 

Heritage Park Pavilion
4208 S. Timberline Dr., Evergreen, CO 80439

Cost:  $7 per person

The Bobcats Board will provide turkey wraps, fried chicken, 
water, plates, and cutlery.   Please bring a side dish. Dish as-

signments are by last name. 

A-L = appetizer      M-R = salad            S-Z = dessert

Bring your own camp chairs and stools, and your own drinks 
but Jeffco’s rules are that if you are bringing alcohol, only 3.2 

beer is allowed. No spirits or wine. 

Finally, bring your best smile, good conversation, and a desire 
to have fun!   Register Here or go to cmc.org, Calendar, July 30

Of course you can pay at the door, but your pre-registration 
will help our planning. If you do plan to pay on arrival please let 

Stephanie Wright know. stefw55@aol.com 

Here’s the bonus! Steps from our 
picnic site is the Hiwan Park Museum, 
a 25-room log lodge that is open from 
12 to 4. This Colorado rustic archi-
tectural classic started as a one room 
cabin in 1893 and is now listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Throughout the lodge are original and 
historic furnishings. Native American 
art is also on display. Free guided 
tours are offered on the hour.

http://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=37357
mailto:stefw55%40aol.com?subject=
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Bobcats atop James Peak June 23.    
L to R back: Gale  Garcia, Glenn Smith, Abbey Gentry, Susan Quenchenberger, Re-
becca Schaefer, Gary LeCain, Alberto Padovani, Robbie Monsma.
Front: Alison Barbery, Durrie Monsma, Phil Straffin.  

From CMC Press:

Summit County 
Hikes

This new member of the 
CMC Pack Guide series 

covers 20 of the best hikes in 
Summit County. Home to four 
world-class ski resorts, Summit 
County is only 60 miles west of 
Denver and offers some of the 
most accessible and spectacular 
high alpine hiking routes in 
the state. Each hike in this 
guide is described in detail and 
includes a color map, distance, 
elevation and time metrics, and 
color photos. All of the hikes 
are ranked by difficulty, from 
easy to difficult, so that anyone 
can use this guide to choose a 
hike appropriate for their group 
or family—including small 
children. Many options are given 
for extending hikes to maximize 
the adventure. The guide fits 
perfectly in your pack. Take it 
with you! cmc.org, Store, Books 
and PublicationsBy  Colleen Landy

Denver Council

The Nominating Committee is seek-
ing candidates for the 2017 election of 
the Denver Group Council.  The council 
consists of 9 members.  A minimum of 
3 are elected each year in October for a 
three year term. The Council meets the 
second Wednesday of the month, in the 
evening at the CMC offices in Golden.

 

The council is responsible for man-
aging the business of the CMC Denver 
Group.  These duties include setting 
dues, approving schools and school 
directors, approving committee and 
section chairs, budgeting, engaging new 
members so that their first experience 
with the CMC is a positive one, man-
aging finances, setting Denver Group 
policy, and working with the State Board 

and staff.  If you are enjoying all of the 
benefits of being a CMC member--- 
making new lifelong friends, learning 
new skills by taking advantage of the 
many outdoor classes offered by the 
CMC, or just discovering new and 
beautiful places to hike, then serving 
on the Denver Group Council is a 
wonderful avenue to give back to an 
organization that offers so many op-
portunities.

 
If you would like to be a can-

didate, please submit a brief bio to 
Colleen Landy, nominating commit-
tee chair, at colleen91050@gmail.com.  
Please state briefly in 2 or 3 para-
graphs why you would like to serve, 
describe your experience with the 
club, and describe your background 
and any special skill sets that might be 
of help.

Candidates Needed
for 4 Council Positions 

mailto:colleen91050%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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VOLUNTEER NEWSLETTER EDITOR POSITION AVAILABLE 
  
By Vicky Gits
MHM Editor

Mile High Mountaineer is looking for a 
new editor beginning January 2018.

Time: 
The job as now structured takes about 15 

to 20 hours per month. Most effort before 
and after the first of the month. 

Skills and Duties:   
Computer page design using Adobe 

InDesign software. 

Write OR assign cover stories, trip 
reports, interviews, profiles, or q and a’s, as 
needed.

Communicate frequently with contribu-
tors by email.   

Place copy and photos on a page. Write 
headlines.

From CMC Press

From the plains to the high mountains, 
Colorado is known for its magnificent 

displays of wildflowers. “The Best Front 
Range Wildflower Hikes” showcases 22 

trails filled with native species across five 
life zones. 

Trail descriptions include habitats and 
interesting facts on the plants, along with 
a listing of native flora with both common 

and scientific names.

This pack guide focuses on easily accessi-
ble hikes, as well as a variety of habitats 

and flora.

The “Best Front Range Wildflower Hikes” 
will lead wildflower enthusiasts to stun-

ning blossoms along mountain trails.  

To buy online go to cmc.org, Store, Books 
and Publications 

Update list of schools  and make word 
changes. 

Find photos to go with various items and 
place them on pages. 

Communicate with CMC staff to get 
mailing list.

About two weeks before cover date, send 
finished pages in pdf format for posting on 
hikingdenver.net. 

Use marketing software to send newslet-
ter to names on mailing list once a month.

Compile email cover page including link 
to hikingdenver.net website. 

NOTE:  The council is considering other 
formats. To be decided.

Questions and expressions of interest: 
victoriagits@comcast.net 

Diamond Face of Longs Peak with alpenglow. Courtesy 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 

New and Prospective 
Member Orientation 

Nights
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

AMC Conference A 

Sponsored by the Denver Group 
Council. You will get an overview 

of all that CMC has to offer, a 
preview of Denver Group classes, 

and get questions answered.   

   Tuesday, July 18 
 Wed.. Aug. 23  

Monday, Sept. 18
Monday, Oct. 16
Tuesday, Nov. 14
Monday, Dec. 11
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DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

REFUND POLICY:  Requests must be made in writing to school director. If received at least 7 days before a course begins: Full 
refund minus $10 processing, less cost of materials received, if any. If less than 7 days: 50 percent refund, or full refund minus $10 if 

replacement found, less cost of  materials received. No refund on day course begins or after. (revised as of 10/2016) 
 

See HIKINGDENVER.NET for complete information on Denver Group Schools

Wilderness Trekking School 
Fall 2017 Starts Sept. 5
Lectures and small group instruction: Tuesdays, 
September 5, 12, 26, and October 3 and 10 at 6:30 
pm, in Foss Auditorium, American Mountaineering 
Center, Golden  

You can choose one of these field day groups: 

•Thursday groups meet September 14, 21, and 28, 
October 12, optional November 16

•Saturday groups meet September 16, 23, and 30, 
October 14, optional November 18

•Sunday groups meet September 17 and 24, October 1 
and 15, optional November 19

Enrollment fee: Early Bird registration starts in mid-
June and is $120 until August 29 for current CMC 
Members; $140 on and after August 30.

Register at http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts 
or contact 303/279-3080 Ext 2 for questions.

Hiking in Colorado’s mountains is fabulous 
recreation! Wilderness Trekking School (WTS) is for 
all – whether you want to bag a few 14ers – OR – just 
want to enjoy the scenery. WTS is a great introduction 
to the Colorado Mountain Club and a place to meet 
new friends. As the Colorado Mountain Club’s largest 
school, WTS is a comprehensive course on mountain 
hiking. Students are all ages, from 18 to 80. If you’re 
new to hiking, WTS provides the opportunity to learn 
how to travel safely and confidently in the back-
country. If you’re an experienced hiker, WTS gives 
you a chance to review and enhance your skills, and 
possibly to fill in some gaps. WTS also fulfills one of 
the requirements to obtain a Denver Group C hiker 
classification and to take Backpacking School. 

Topics covered include: 

• Essential gear, helping you decide what to bring on 
a hike 

• Off-trail travel techniques, from boulders and talus 
to tundra 

• Map & compass skills: orientation, navigation, and 
route-finding 

• Weather, how to anticipate and handle wind, rain, 
lightning, and snow 

• Nutrition and hydration 

• Emergency preparedness and unexpected overnight 
stay

• Snow travel: handling unexpected snow on the trail, 
avalanche awareness 

• Leave No Trace practices 

The course consists of five Tuesday night lectures 
followed by small group instruction, four field days, 
a CMC trip, and weekly homework (yes, really!). Stu-
dents are divided into groups of 10-12 people, based 
on preferred field day, with consideration as possible 
for fitness level and age. Instructor teams consist of 
a senior instructor and two assistant instructors for 
each group. 

The curriculum includes safe backcountry travel tech-
niques and opportunity to practice them in a support-
ive environment. Students plan and complete a CMC 
trip with their field group. WTS is a great place to learn 
and practice new skills, make new friends, and become 
a safer, more confident backcountry traveler. 

“This course is way beyond what I thought it was go-
ing to be - it has challenged me physically and emotion-
ally (I have overcome many fears).” –WTS Student

“I thought I came into the class with a lot of knowledge, 
but I learned far more than I expected!”

 –WTS Student

Call for Wilderness Trekking 
School Instructors

Deadline Aug. 1  

The Wilderness Trekking School Committee 
(WTSC) is looking for instructors for the WTS 
session that begins on Tuesday, September 5. We 
encourage previous WTS instructors and WTS 
graduates to volunteer. Senior instructors must be 
approved CMC trip leaders. All instructors must be 
willing to accommodate all paces and skill levels 
from beginner to advanced. They must love the 
mountains and be eager and able to teach students 
the skills for safe backcountry travel. For more 
information, including application, additional 
requirements, and course schedule, go to http://
www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wts. WTSC gives 
preference to applicants who are available for all 
lectures and field days. Applications are due by 
Tuesday, August 1. Send your application to one of 
the following WTS committee members: 

Senior Instructors – Dave Callais, dctstrider@
comcast.net, Returning Associates – Ken Gurvin, 
gurv1@msn.com and New First Time Assistants – 
Marc Borai, mdborai@aol.com.

Map and compass 
training in Genesee 
Park, Spring 2016. 
Photo by Mary Beth 
Jones 

Shooting a bearing from North Table Mountain, 
2015. Photo by Diane Causey 

NEW WTS Refund Policy: Tuition refund requests 
must be submitted in writing to the WTS Director 
via the CMC office. Requests made prior to one 
week before the date of the first lecture will be 
processed at 100% of the amount paid less a $10 
handling fee. Requests made one week or less be-
fore the date of the first lecture will be processed at 
50% of the amount paid. No refunds will be made 
on or after the date of the first lecture.
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CPR/AED for Outdoor
Recreationists - Denver 
Group
NEW DATE ADDED August 10
Contact: Jeff@JFlax.com, school director 
Date:  Aug. 10 
Location: AMC
Fee: $20
Registration: cmc.org, Calendar.
The Denver Group Wilderness First Aid 
School is offering a 3-hour American Heart 
Association Heartsaver CPR and automated 
external defibrillator class. Leaders can apply 
for SALT scholarships to cover fee. 

Wilderness First Aid  
2017 Series
 
Contact: Jeff@JFlax.com, school director 
Session Dates: Sept. 17 & 24
Location: AMC, Golden 
Registration: Online at cmc.org, Calendar, or 
membership services at 303-279-3080, ext. 2. 
For more information see www.hikingdenver.
net/schools/wilderness-first-aid
Fee: $64 for full two-day course for CMC  
members.   Denver Group leaders, potential 
leaders, and senior school instructors should 
apply through the Support Aid for Leader 
Training (SALT) for the school at no cost - 
see  https://goo.gl/XuhvKm

This comprehensive course follows a 
standardized program established by the 
Emergency Care and Safety Institute, and 
consists of lecture, practical experience and a 
written exam. 

Topics include patient assessment, 
weather-related illness, trauma, splinting, 
medical emergencies, incident management, 
and altitude illness. Emphasis is on “hands 
on” experience. An ECSI WFA card is issued 
upon successful completion of the course. 

Please note the state CMC office is 
also offering WFA ECSI certified courses 
around the state. However, these are managed 
separately from the Denver Group courses.

Wilderness First Aid 
Refresher Course 
Nov. 5  
Fee: $40 for CMC members.   

 The WFA refresher one-day course is 
limited to participants who have taken the 
CMC’s ECSI WFA course within the past four 
years. Required: Edition 3 or  4 of the textbook. 

Intro to Hiking Safety 
Next class July 25
Contact: Art Hogling ahogling@aol.com
Location: AMC, Foss Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
Dates: July 25, Sept. 27
Fee: Denver Group member $5, non-DG $10
Registration: cmc.org/calendar/or membership 
services at 303-279-3080

Learning how to be safe in the 
backcountry is a major reason many members 
join the CMC.  So we’ve developed a one-
evening seminar especially for new members 
who want to learn the basics of hiking safety.  
This seminar will teach you:

• The many aspects of safety to be 
aware of, such as lightning, avalanche, animal 
encounters, getting lost (or staying found) and 
being stranded overnight

• How to avoid, how to prepare for, and 
how to respond to safety challenges 

• An introduction to the extensive 
program of in-depth, hands-on safety training 
offered in the Denver Group adult education 
curriculum 

For more information, go to www.
hikingdenver.net/schools/introduction-to-
hiking-safety 

Trip Leader School
Fall 2017 Session
Registration open July 
Classroom/Field Practical: Sept. 9
Classroom - 4 hours; field day - 5 hours
Time: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Location: AMC, Golden. Field location TBA
Fee: $0. Support Aid for Leader Training 
(SALT)
Prerequisites: CMC member for a minimum 
of one year and three CMC nonschool field 
trips; only students with Wilderness First 
Aid certification will be accepted.  Apply via 
SALT online at
https://goo.gl/XuhvKm

All students must apply through the 
SALT application. Please do not try to 
register via the www.cmc.org website until 
after your application is approved. Once 
approved a  registration code for website 
registration is provided.

Description: Being a CMC Trip Leader 
is one of the most rewarding and challenging 
volunteer positions in the club. The 4-hour 
class lecture discusses: CMC policies, trip 
planning, participant screening, CMC liabil-
ity coverage for volunteers, working group 
dynamics and team management, marketing 
your trips, being a CMC ambassador, wil-
derness risk mitigation practices, and how 
the club supports and promotes its leader 
corps. 

Our Trip Leader School includes an 
afternoon Leader-In-Training (LIT) field 
practical. Bring your lunch, pack and the 10 
Essentials. The LIT practical is conducted 
with experienced Instructor Leaders who 
model and work with the leader candidates 
in doing a trip cycle from trailhead to trail-
head. Leader candidates participate as lead-
ers and sweeps.

The team is presented with scenarios 
including emergency medical incidents, 
conflicts, team management and decision-
making. By doing a supervised TLS LIT 
field practical among peers and instructors, 
the leader candidate receives a more robust 
training and learning experience.

SALT Contact: Linda Lawson, lkl14er@
comcast.net 

Trip Leader School Contact: Linda 
Lawson, lkl14er@comcast.net

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Spring Trip Leader School, 
White Ranch Open Space Park, 
Jefferson County. Photo by 
Patrick McKinley

http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wilderness-first-aid 
http://www.hikingdenver.net/schools/wilderness-first-aid 
https://goo.gl/XuhvKm
file:%0DBy%20Julie%20Mach%0DConservation%20Director%20%0D%0DJoin%20or%20lead%20a%20trip%3B%20attend%20a%20happy%20hour%20or%20art%20show%3B%20demonstrate%20your%20commitment%20to%20Colorado%E2%80%99s%20Public%20Lands.%20%20A%20growing%20list%20of%20events%20is%20available%20at:%20http://copubliclandsday.com/events/%20%20%0DIf%20you%20are%20interested%20in%20leading%20an%20event%2C%20CMC%20Conservation%20will%20provide%20materials%20to%20help%20you%20educate%20participants%20on%20the%20importance%20of%20Public%20Lands%20while%20you%20celebrate%20recreating%20in%20the%20great%20outdoors%21%20%20For%20more%20information%2C%20email%20conservation%40cmc.org%0DFor%20more%20information%20about%20CMC%20Conservation%20campaigns%2C%20events%20and%20action%20alerts%2C%20signup%20for%20our%20e-newsletter%20atwww.cmc.org/conservation%0D


8                           Mile High Mountaineer • August 2017

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
TECH SCHOOLS 

Contact: Bill Haneghan at 
cmcpoodle@gmail.com

Registration: cmc.org, Calendar
Complete list at hikingdenver.net

Sport Climbing
Lecture: 6-9 pm, June 20 at AMC
Field Day: all day starting no later than 8 am, 
June 24; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75
The Sport Climbing Seminar is a follow up to 
Basic Climbing and Rock Seconding. We cover 
how to safely lead and follow bolted rock climbs. 
We cover how to safely clip bolts and how to 
avoid common errors such as Back Clipping and 
Z Clipping. We provide all necessary gear.

Anchors Seminar
Session A Lecture: 6-9 pm, June 27, 29 at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8 am, July 1; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75
The Anchors Seminar is a follow up to the Rock 
classes. We cover how to place protection and 
use natural features for top rope anchors. We 
cover how to use cordelettes and runners to 
build anchors. We cover how to safely approach 
in situ bolt anchors. This class is required for 
Trip Leaders who wish to lead top rope trips 
that require anchor approach from above. We 
provide all necessary gear.

Traditional Lead 
Climbing
Skills Review: 6-9 pm, July 10 at AMC and         
8 am-2 pm July 15 location TBD
Lectures: 6-9 pm, July 11, 13, 19, 20 at AMC
Field Days: all day starting no later than 8 am, 
July 22 location TBD
Grad Climb: time and location TBD
Prerequisite: Rock Seconding
Class Limit: 24 
Fee: $225 
 Trad School is a follow up to the Rock classes. 
We cover fall factors, impact forces, and vectors. 
We cover protection use and selection. We cover 
how to place protection on lead. We cover how 
to use the rope to build anchors. We cover the 

Rock Rescue Level 2 introduces students to the 
skills necessary to help you extricate yourself 
and members of your party from technically 
difficult climbing situations using only the 
people in your group and the gear you have 
with you. Topics include load-releasable knots, 
rescue tethers, freeing stuck rappel ropes, 
belayed/counter-balance/tandem rappels, low-
ering systems, raising systems, rope ascending 
methods, passing knots, and transitions to 
dynamic escapes. The ideal candidate will have 
instructed Basic Mountaineering School, com-
pleted Traditional Lead Climbing School, or 
the equivalent. This is NOT a beginner course. 

Anchors Seminar
Session C Lecture: 6:00-9:00 pm, Sept 6, 7 at 
AMC
Session C Field Day: all day starting no later 
than 8 am, Sept. 9; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75
Register: online at cmc.org
The Anchors Seminar is a follow up to the 
Rock classes. We cover how to place protection, 
using natural features for top rope anchors, 
cordelettes and runners to build anchors. 
We show how to safely approach in situ bolt 
anchors. Class is required for trip leaders who 
wish to lead top rope trips that require anchor 
approach from above.  We provide all the 
necesary gear.

logistics of leading multi-pitch climbs. 
This class is for anyone who wishes to 
know how to lead technical climbs, 
whether they are alpine or purely rock. 
This class is required for Trip Leaders who 
wish to lead multi-pitch rock trips. We 
provide all necessary gear.  

Rescue Level 1
Session A Lectures: 6-9 pm, Aug. 1 & 3, 
AMC
Session A Field Day: all day starting no 
later than 8 am, Aug. 5; location TBD
Prerequisite: Basic Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $75
Rock Rescue Level 1 is a follow-up to 
Basic Climbing. Rescue 1 is required for 
completion of the Intermediate Moun-
taineering certificate. We cover how to 
escape a loaded belay, how to ascend a 
rope with prusiks, and how to rappel past 
an obstruction in the rope. We provide all 
necessary gear. Choose either Session A or 
Session B.

Rescue Level 2
Session A Lectures: 6-9  pm, Aug 15 & 17 
at AMC
Session A Field Day: all day Aug 19 start-
ing no later than 6 AM, location TBD
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 8 each session
Fee: $75

Jeff Speake pauses 
on the way up Rat 
Dog Couloir. Photo 
provided by Jeff 
Speake
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TECH Schools
Basic Climbing
Session D Lectures: Sept. 11 & 14, 6-9 pm at 
AMC
Prerequisite: none
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $65
Register: online at cmc.org
This is a short introduction to climbing and is 
a prerequisite for Intermediate Rock, Technical 
Snow, and Basic Ice. We cover basic belay tech-
nique for top rope climbing. We cover footwork. 
We cover gear and how to use it. We provide all 
necessary gear.

Intermediate Rock Climbing 
(formerly Basic Rock)
Session C Lecture: 6-9 pm, Sept. 20 at AMC
Session C Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8 am, Sept. 23 & 24; location TBD
Prerequisite: Introduction to Climbing
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $85
Intermediate Rock Climbing is a follow-up to 
Introduction to Climbing. Intermediate Rock is 
required for completion of the Basic Mountain-
eering certificate. And Intermediate Rock is a 
prerequisite for Rock Seconding School. We re-
view the Brake-Under-Slide belay technique and 
safe belay practices. We also cover rappelling 
and work on climbing technique on slabs and 
faces. We provide all necessary gear.

Rock Seconding
Session B Lectures: 6-9 pm, 
Sept. 25, 27, 28  at AMC
Session B Field Days: all day starting no later 
than 8 am, Sept.  30 and Oct. 7; location TBD
Session B Graduation Climb: time and location 
TBD; aiming for Oct. 14
Prerequisite: Basic Rock
Class Limit: 25 each session
Fee: $125
Rock Seconding is a follow-up to Basic Climb-
ing. Rock Seconding is required for completion 
of the Intermediate Mountaineering certificate. 
And Rock Seconding is a pre-requisite for Tradi-
tional Lead Climbing class. We cover belaying a 
lead climber, catching a leader fall, cleaning gear, 
and more. We provide all necessary gear.

Navigation Level 1
 (Basic Map & Compass) 
Session C Lectures: 6-9 pm, Oct. 11 & 12 at 
AMC 
Session C Field Day: all day starting at 6:00 am, 
Oct. 14; location TBD 
Prerequisite: none 
Class Limit: 25 each session 
Fee: $75
Register: online at cmc.org 

This is a Basic Map and Compass course meant 
to be solid preparation for Navigation Level 2. 

Navigation Level 2 is required for completion 
of the Basic Mountaineering certificate. In 
addition to how to use map and compass, we 
cover digital sources, smartphone apps, and GPS 
devices. Compass with declination adjustment 
is required.
‘

Navigation Level 2 
Session C Lectures: Oct. 17, 6-9 pm at AMC
Session C Field Day: All day starting no later 
than 6 am, Oct. 28; location TBD 
Prerequisite: Navigation Level 1 
Class Limit: 25 each session 
Fee: $75  
Register: online at cmc.org 

Intensive field practice with map and compass. 
Navigation Level 2 is required for completion 
of the Basic Mountaineering certificate. We 
navigate from point to point, using multiple 
techniques to negotiate obstacles and to “stay 
found.” Compass with declination adjustment is 
required for this class.

Rescue Level 3
Lectures: 6-9 p.m., Oct. 22 and  24 at AMC
Field Day: All day Oct. 26 starting no later than 
6 a.m., location TBD
Prerequisite: Rescue Level 2
Class Limit 8
Fee $75
Register online at cmc.org
We will look at more practical applications of 
the material taught in Level 2. The ideal candi-
date will have instructed Basic Mountaineering 
School, completed Traditional Lead Climbing 
School, or the equivalent. NOT a beginner class.

Navigation Level 3 
(Electronic Navigation)
Session B Lectures: Oct. 24 & 26, 6-9 pm at 
AMC
Prerequisite: No prerequisite but Navigation 
Level 1 is recommended 
Class Limit: 25 each session 
Fee: $65  
Register: online at cmc.org 
This is a new class that takes a more in-depth 
look at electronic tools available for land 
navigation. We will take a closer look at online 
mapping tools such as CalTopo. We will look 
at various GPS receivers: how to use them 
and their limitations. We will look at a global 
satellite communicator with built-in navigation 
tools. We will look at smartphone apps. There is 
no prerequisite for this class but Nav Level 1 or 
equivalent is recommended.

Basic Aid Climbing
Lectures: Oct. 23 & 25, 6-9 pm at AMC
Field Day: all day starting no later than 6 am, 
Oct. 28; location TBD 
Prerequisite: Traditional Lead Climbing 
Class Limit: 8 
Fee: $85 
This class offers basic instruction in clean aid 
climbing. We cover how to place aid gear, how 
to use aiders/etriers, how to ascend with me-
chanical ascenders, how to transition from aid 
to free. Best is to have at least a couple seasons 
trad leading under your belt. You need to be 
super solid placing pro, both cams and nuts. We 
provide all necessary gear.

 Provided by Jeff 
Speake 
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Oct. 21 to Nov. 1
0axaca, Mexico and Sierra 
Madre
12 days of adventure into the 
culture, history and tastes of 
the Zapotec people. Pyramids, 
ancients sites, trekking village-to-
village 

Oct. 2-7
Ancients Ruins Bike and Hike 
Adventure
Six days mountain bike riding, 
hiking and camping in S.E. Utah. 

Oct. 31 - Nov. 11 
Nepal Mountain & Culture Trek
Foothills of Mount Everest and 
iconic peaks of the Himalaya. 

Feb. 28, 2018
Bryce Canyon in the Winter
Orange hoodoos, snowcapped 
bristlecone pines and blue skies.

April 29, 2018
Grand Canyon Raft and Hike
188 miles, 12 days, 35-foot rafts. 
Includes 5 days for hiking trips.

July 23 - Aug. 1, 2018 - Iceland 
Legendary Laugavegur Trek
Named one of the best hikes in 
the world, known for multicolor 
mountains. Hike 7 days and stay in 
remote mountain huts.

Dec. 26 - Jan. 14, 2018 
Aconcagua  Highest Peak in 
the Western Hemisphere and one 
of the Seven Summits. This is a 
HAMS-level trip 

May 16-26, 2018
Scotland’s Glen Way, Walk and 
Barge

Aug. 24 - Sept. 9, 2018
Alta Via 1, 3 and 4
Italian Dolomites

The Dolomites attract hikers 
with a vast network of trails 
and abundance of rifugios or 
overnight huts that are really 
small, basic hotels.

For More Info 
visit

cmc.org 
Adventure Travel  

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
CMC is your place for ADVENTURE TRAVEL!

Camino de Santiago –
the Portuguese Coastal Route  

Trekking from Porto, Portugal to the End of the World. 
Spend one day touring the beautiful city of Porto, Portugal, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site that is named for the Port wine 
that is found there. Then, travel by train to the Rio Miño, the 
international border between Portugal and Spain and walk 
the Camino Portugués—4 days along the stunning alternative 
Coastal Route and 4 days along the incredible Central Route. 
After resting up and visiting 
Santiago de Compostela, 
head out for 5 days’ walking 
through the gorgeous remote 
Galician countryside to Fin-
isterre, the end of the world. 
Stay in mostly upscale 3- and 
4-star hotels at the end of each 
day’s walk.

Slovenia – Alps, Wine Country, 
WWI Trails

This trip is a hiking sampler of Slovenia, giving 
the participant a varied and diverse experience. We 
will hike in the Kamnik-Savinja Alps, the Julian Alps, 
do a 3 day hut-to-hut hike in Triglav National Park, 
enjoy the great lakes of Bled and Bohinj, walk the war 
trails from WWI, walk the wine hills of “Slovenian 
Tuscany,” visit the Mediterranean coast, taste the rich 
Slovenian cuisine, excellent wine and local organic 
products and get to know the local people, enter into 
their homes and learn about their lives, habits, culture 
and way of life.
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Creating Personalized Solutions for Your Financial Future 

 
Vernon Bass, CFP® & Alex Bastron 

 
4704 Harlan Street 

Suite 660 
Denver, CO 80212 

303.458.5250 
www.lvwm.com 

 
 

Call us to discuss how we can create your personal financial plan  
and help set you on the path to security and wealth. 

 
Personal Wealth  ●  Retirement  ●  Education  ●  Financial Planning 

Youth Program
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

 
Help inspire the next generation 
to play in and care for the great 

outdoors.
Assist CMC Youth Education 

Staff in delivering programming 
throughout the 2017-2018 school 

year. YEP relies on a dedicated team 
of volunteers to help lead programs 
such as rock climbing, hiking, team 

building, and slacklining to K-12 
students throughout the greater 

Denver area.
Volunteers needed during school 

days September-May.

 E-mail hollybarrass@cmc.org by 
August 15 for more information.

By Kyle Patterson 
Public Affairs 
Rocky Mountain National Park

Old Fall River Road in Rocky 
Mountain National Park is opened June 
30 for the season.  Old Fall River Road 
normally opens by the Fourth of July 
holiday weekend. 

This summer, during periods of 
high vehicle congestion, park staff may 
restrict vehicle access when needed on 
Old Fall River Road.  

Weather permitting, Old Fall Riv-
er Road, Alpine Visitor Center and 
Trail Ridge Store Parking Area will 
be closed August 1, 2 and 3 and again 
on August 17, while the Alpine Visitor 
Center parking area is being resurfaced 
and then striped.

     
     Old Fall River Road will close for 
the season to vehicles on Monday, 
October 2, for annual maintenance, and 
reopen to bicycles and pedestrians from 
October 7 through November 30.  On 
December 1, the road will revert to trail 
status.     
     Old Fall River Road was built be-
tween 1913 and 1920.  It is an unpaved 
road which travels from Endovalley 
Picnic Area to above treeline at Fall 
River Pass, following the steep slope of 
Mount Chapin’s south face. 

 Due to the winding, narrow nature 
of the road, the scenic 9.4-mile route 
leading to Trail Ridge Road is one-way 
only.  Vehicles over 25 feet and vehicles 
pulling trailers are prohibited on the 
road.  
       For more information about Rocky 
Mountain National Park, please visit 
www.nps.gov/romo or call the park 
Information Office at 970-586-1206.

Old Fall River Road to Close Temporarily in August 

http://hollybarrass@cmc.org
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AUGUST SOCIAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Social Activities Leader Patricia Leslie is taking the month of 
August off. Her column returns in September. 

The Mile High Mountaineer is published monthly by the Colorado Mountain Club, 
710 10th St., #200, Golden, CO 80401.  Ads for the newsletter are due six weeks prior 
to the edition the ad is to be placed. All ads must be submitted via email to the editor. 
For an ad rate sheet and questions, please email the editor. MHM welcomes letters 
to the editor. They must be signed and are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
Letters are published solely at the discretion of the editor. 

The Mile High Mountaineer

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION
Aug 9, Sep 13

Monthly Meetings 
2nd Wednesdays

Dan Orcutt, Section Chair  
  orcuttpscmc@gmail.com   

Lower Level Conference Room, AMC

Editor/designer: Vicky Gits, victoriagits@
comcast.net 720-289-1071
Assistant designer: Ander Peterson
CMC Office: 303-279-3080
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 11am-6pm          
Friday, 9am-3pm

The ABCs of  Hiker Classification 

By Robbie Monsma
Denver Council and Trip Leader

Q:  My personal hiker rating is “A” but 
I go on B and C hikes all the time.  A 
trip leader suggested I upgrade my 
hiker rating to “C.”  Why should I 
bother?

A:  The requirement for Denver 
members to have the same hiker rating 
as the hike rating was terminated a few 
years ago.  So it is true that you may 
register for any hiking trip, regardless 
of your personal hiker classification, 
assuming you have the “requisite skills 
and ability necessary to safely and 
effectively participate” in the trip.

Nonetheless, trip leaders may set 
prerequisites for any trip.  Prerequisites 
may include having a particular hiker 
rating for a trip, having completed a 
specific school, or having satisfactorily 
completed a specific trip within a 
specified time frame.  For example, 
prerequisites for a hike to Capitol Peak 
may be stated as having summited a 
technical route on a 14er within the last 
3 months or the prior climbing season, 
and/or having completed HAMS or 
BMS.

It is best for leaders, you, and other trip 
participants if your hiker classification 
matches your skills and capabilities.  
Assuming you have completed 
Wilderness Trekking School or obtained 
a waiver (the subject of a future article), 
here are some reasons why:

Courtesy:  If you have an A-rating 
and register for a Difficult C trip 
with a leader who doesn’t know 
you, it will save the leader a phone 
call and a difficult decision about 
whether to allow you on the trip.  
A trip leader must think about 
everyone’s safety and enjoyment, not 
just yours.  

Certainty:  Believe it or not, 
members sometimes exaggerate 
their abilities!  C and D-rated trip 
leaders, especially, will be skeptical 
of your qualifications if you have not 
bothered to obtain the proper rating.

Credibility:  For the trip leader and 
other participants on the trip with 
hiker classifications matching the 
trip rating, having a hiker with a 
lower hiker classification sends a 
message that perhaps you are a weak 
link in the group.  Could they trust 
you to know how tie a belay knot, 
could they rely upon your skills for 
evacuation of an injured party; could 
they feel comfortable that you have 
training for avalanche assessment, 
weather forecasting, etc.  Having 
the same hiker classification as the 
hike sends a message to the leaders 
and other participants that you 
have a particular skill set and have 
shown the ability to exercise specific 
judgment in training situations.  
Leaders and participants are more 
likely to trust your skills if you have 
the same classification as the hike.

Improve your skills:  You may want 
to take a Denver Group class, such as 
Alpine Scrambling, only to discover 
that enrollment requires a C hiker 
rating.  Having obtained a C rating 
prior to enrollment will eliminate the 
urgent mission to obtain sign-offs 
from trip leaders with whom you 
have hiked in the past, hoping they 
remember you and your skill level. 

 
Aspire to give back:  Should 
you ever decide to become a trip 
leader yourself, you will already 
have accomplished the major step 
of having a rating that matches 
the hikes you wish to lead.  As a 
Schools instructor applicant, you 
will prove your understanding and 
commitment to Denver Group’s 
safety and leadership practices and 
common vocabulary.

Want to ski?  There is a similar 
classification system for skiing.  
Matching individual classifications 
for ski trips remains required.

To change your hike or ski rating, 
read this: How to Change a Hiker 
or Skier Classification and then 
download a Classification Change 
Request form at the Denver Group 
website, hikingdenver.net. 

The background to the Trip 
Classification System, the Member 
Classification System, and School 
Prerequisites are available at 
hikingdenver.net.   

http://hikingdenver.net/membership/tripclassifications/how-to-change-your-classification
http://hikingdenver.net/membership/tripclassifications/how-to-change-your-classification
http://www.hikingdenver.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Denver-Group-Classification-Change-Request-Form-12-15-16.pdf
http://www.hikingdenver.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Denver-Group-Classification-Change-Request-Form-12-15-16.pdf
http://hikingdenver.net/membership/tripclassifications
http://hikingdenver.net/membership/tripclassifications
http://hikingdenver.net/membership/tripclassifications/hike-classifications
http://hikingdenver.net/membership/tripclassifications/hike-classifications
http://hikingdenver.net/firstpage
http://hikingdenver.net/firstpage

