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Sometimes all you want to do is just get 
on the trail. The thought of driving for 
an hour, looking for the trailhead, won-
dering about its conditions, and hoping 
for a bathroom can damper enthusiasm.

“The Best Urban Hikes: Denver,” pub-
lished by the Colorado Mountain Club, 

takes on this challenge, with up to 30 
great urban hikes within the C470 loop. 
That means if you live in the Denver 
area, there’s a great urban hike within 10 
minutes of your home.

These urban hikes get you away from the 
noise and traffic of the city and onto the 
trail quickly. One of the most interesting 
hikes in the book is the 9 Creeks Loop. 

Google it, and you won’t find much. 
Exclusive to the book, this hike takes a 
360 degree view of Denver, taking you 
across, around, or over 9 different water 
bodies in Denver.

You can walk the entire 42 miles in sev-
eral days, or break it down into   into 

Crossing the Platte River on the 9 Creeks Loop. Notice the great downtown view!

The 9 Creeks Loop

See page 2
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8- or 5-mile segments. Either way, you’ll 
be walking a circle around Denver, mov-
ing through Denver, Commerce City, 
Park Hill, Stapleton, Aurora, Cherry 
Creek and Auraria. Along the way, 
you’ll cross First Creek, Second Creek, 
Sand Creek, Lee Gulch, Cherry Creek, 
Dry Creek, Toll Gate Creek, High Line 
Canal, and the Platte River.

Sadly, no camping is allowed along the 
route, so you’ll need to plan your entry/
exit accordingly. Along the way, though, 
you’ll meet the confluences of the Platte 
and the Cherry Creek, the Platte and 
Sand Creek, the Sand Creek and the 
High Line Canal, and the High Line 
Canal and the Cherry Creek.

Except for a few miles, you’ll hike along 
a creek bed the entire time, seeing 
foxes, coyotes, beavers, birds of prey, 
prairie dogs, and maybe a deer or two. 
You’ll even see the remnants of the old 
Stapleton runways! And you’ll always be 
within a mile of a major intersection.

From cottonwood forests to prairie 
grasses, the 9 Creeks Loop takes you 
completely around the city of Denver. 
Walk clockwise in the morning, and 
you’ll catch gorgeous morning sunrises; 
walk counter clockwise in the evening 
and you’ll enjoy amazing Rocky sunsets.

Making the loop requires you to use the 
Guide. Facilities are far and few, so be 
sure to use them at or near the trailheads 
mentioned in the book. And as always, 
carry your water, snacks, and essentials 
with you. Even though you’re within a 
mile of an intersection, you’ll feel like 
you’re miles away.

Watch for great artwork and rapids along the Cherry Creek when walking the 9 Creeks Loop.

Half the time, you’ll think you’re in the country on the 9 Creeks Loop, but really, you’re within a mile or 
so of a major Denver intersection.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Chris Englert, the Walking Traveler and Denver’s Urban Hiker, believes walking is the platform for life. Volunteered into wan-
derlusting at age 5, she’s since traveled all 50 US states and 52 countries. Chris shares her love of walking while traveling via 
blogs, books, and presentations. A natural storyteller, she invites you along as she explores the world, one walk at a time.

Follow Englert’s urban hikes in Denver on Instagram/Twitter/Pinterest @UrbanHikingDEN, at her blog at 
www.urbanhikingDEN.com, or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/urbanhikingDEN. 
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NEW MEMBER 
NIGHT

Are you a new member and want to 
learn more about the club? Join us for an 
upcoming New Member Night! 

The Denver Group offers monthly ori-
entation meetings for new and pro-
spective members at the American 
Mountaineering Center in Golden. Get 
an overview of all the Club has to offer 
and hear from our staff members, vol-
unteers, school directors and trip leaders 
at this informational meeting. We’ll also 
have plenty of time to answer any ques-
tions you might have and provide you 
with all the tools to get started with the 
CMC!

Meeting runs  6:30pm to 8pm. Please 
call the CMC Office at 303-279-3080 
ext.  2 for more information. Signup is 
not required to attend, but preferred. All 
are welcome! 

April 4th
May 16th 
June 14th
July 18th

August 15th 
September 13th 
October 24th 
November 15th

Backcountry Film Festival
New date! Now Wednesday, March 14th from 5–9 pm at the American  
Mountaineering Center 

Register: https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=39739 

The Backcountry Film Festival is produced by Winter Wildlands Alliance as a cele-
bration of the human-powered experience and a gathering place for the backcountry 
snowsports community. Winter Wildlands Alliance is a national nonprofit organi-
zation that partners with groups like Colorado Mountain Club at the local level 
to inspire and educate the backcountry community to protect and care for their 
winter landscapes. Funds raised at each screening stay in the local community to 
support human-powered recreation and conservation efforts, winter education and 
avalanche/safety programs and to raise awareness of winter management issues.

Films in this year’s program include:

The Space Within, DPS Skis Cinematic
Ruth Gorge, Noah Howell 
Below 0, Itai Hagage
The End of Snow, Jane Zelikova & Morgan Heim
Follow Through, Anya Miller & Becca Cahall
Genesis, Ben Sturgulewski & Dan Pizza
Idaho 12ver Project, Matt Ortiz
Adventure Not War, Max Lowe 

Youth Education 
Program

Spring Break in Moab
March 26-30, 2018
For teens 13 and older

Spring break = road trip! Join Teen 
Ventures for 5 days of camping and 
outdoor fun in the gorgeous surround-
ings of Moab, Utah. Visit breath-taking 
Arches National Park, climb the famed 
Ice Cream Parlor and Wall Street crags, 
paddle the Colorado River, and sleep out 
under the starry desert sky.

CMC Summer Camps and Trips

10% off Early Registration Discount 
expires February 15th
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DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS

Intro to Hiking Safety 

Next Class Spring 2018

Learning how to be safe in the back-
country is a major reason many mem-
bers join the CMC.  So we’ve developed 
a one-evening seminar especially for new 
members who want to learn the basics of 
hiking safety. We teach you

The many aspects of safety to be aware 
of, such as lightning, avalanche, ani-
mal encounters, getting lost (or staying 
found) and being stranded overnight

How to avoid, how to prepare for, and 
how to respond to safety challenges 

An introduction to the extensive pro-
gram of in-depth, hands-on safety train-
ing offered in the Denver Group adult 
education curriculum.

Wilderness First Aid 
2-Day Courses 2018

Dates: March 18 and 25 (registration is 
open on CMC.org) and Oct 13 and 20 
(registration available in July)

Location: AMC 
Contact: Jeff@JFlax.com, WFA School 

Director
Fee: $75 for CMC members. $55 for 

Denver Group leaders and senior 
school instructors. 

Available to CMC members, including 
active Denver leaders through the SALT 
program: https://goo.gl/DhBZfM 

This comprehensive two-day course 
follows a standardized program estab-
lished by the Emergency Care and Safety 
Institute, and consists of lecture, practi-
cal experience and a written exam. 

Topics include patient assessment, 
weather-related illness, trauma, splint-
ing, medical emergencies, incident man-
agement, and altitude illness. Emphasis 
is on “hands on” experience. An ECSI 
WFA two-year certification card is 
issued upon successful completion of the 
course.  

Please note the state CMC office is also 
offering WFA ECSI certified courses 
around the state. However, these are 
managed separately from the Denver 
Group courses.

WFA Recertification Course 

Dates: April 29 (registration is open on 
CMC.org) and Nov. 17 (registration 
available in August)

Location: AMC.  
Contact: Jeff@JFlax.com, WFA School 

Director
Fee: $75 for CMC members.  $55 for 

Denver Group leaders and senior 
school instructors. 

Available to CMC members, including 
active Denver leaders through the SALT 
program: https://goo.gl/DhBZfM The 
new 5th Edition of the Textbook will be 
provided to all students (previous edi-
tions are no longer being used).

The WFA Recertification (formerly WFA 
Refresher) one-day course is limited to 
participants who have taken the CMC’s 
ECSI two-day WFA course or the one-
day WFA Refresher Course within the 
past two years.  An ECSI WFA two-year 
certification card is issued upon success-
ful completion of the course.  (The cer-
tification time period has been changed 
for 2018).

CPR/AED for Outdoor 
Recreationists - Denver 
Group

Contact: Jeff@JFlax.com, WFA School 
Director

Dates: Feb 26 and April 9 (take one class 
only) from 6:30pm to 9:00pm.

Location: AMC.  
More classes will be available about every 
six weeks. Check http://hikingdenver.net/
firstpage/wfa-cpraed and CMC.org
Fee: $20
Registration: is open on CMC.org

The Denver Group Wilderness First Aid 
School is offering a 2.5 hour CPR and 
AED (automated external defibrillator) 
class, which provides students with a two-
year ECSI certificate in adult CPR and 
AED.  Leaders and senior school instruc-
tors can apply for SALT scholarships to 
cover fee. https://goo.gl/DhBZfM

Decision Making in  
Avalanche Terrain

Aiare Standardized Curriculum

Contact: Linda Lawson, Director, 
cmcaiaredirector@yahoo.com

Tuition: $275 Denver Group members; 
$325 non-Denver Group members

Session 2: March 13, 15, 17, 18 

Currently planned with two evening lec-
tures in Golden March 13 and 15 and 
weekend classroom work, March 17 and 
18, at the Georgetown Heritage Center; 
field work at Berthoud Pass. This sched-
ule could change to a three-day format 
if CMC is granted an additional day’s 
permit at Berthoud Pass. Class Limit: 18

See hikingdenver.net for complete information



February 2018 • Mile High Mountaineer 5

DENVER GROUP SCHOOLS
If you are climbing, skiing, snowshoe-
ing in avalanche prone terrain, then you 
need to understand Colorado snow pack 
and take the knowledge gained in this 
standardized 24-hour curriculum with 
you every time you plan, execute and 
return from a trip.

Use of beacon, shovel, probe and res-
cue techniques are part of the course. 
Instructor-to-student ratio in the field is 1 
instructor to 6 students. Groups are sepa-
rated into travel modes of snowshoe, ski/
split boards and combined snowshoe/ski.

Students will need to own or rent bea-
con, shovel, probe and have a compass 
with an inclinometer or a separate incli-
nometer. Beacon, shovel, probe rentals 
are available from local outdoor retailers.

AIARE Level 1 is available tuition-free to 
CMC Denver leaders who lead 3 winter, 
non-backcountry (non-avalanche prone 
terrain) trips within 15 months of their 
application through the SALT (Support 
Aid for Leader Training) program. SALT 
is not a reimbursement program. Leaders 
should apply to the SALT program 
before registering for the course. SALT 
Application at https://goo.gl/DhBZfM

Ski Mountaineering  
School 2018

Contact: John Morrone, school director, 
jmorrone57@gmail.com

Class Schedule: 3 Thursday classroom 
sessions in March, weekend outings 
March-May

Time: 6-9 p.m. classroom, Saturday 
outings

Location: AMC, Golden
Field days: One day per weekend for 8 

weekends (50% + outings required) 
plus one multi-day weekend final trip (1 
of 2) late May.  

Fee: $220 for Denver Group members and 
DG non-members

Registration: www.cmc.org, Calendar, 
March  

Deadline:  first Thursday class TBD
Prerequisites include: 

AIARE avy 1 class completion or con-
current enrollment, and experience with 
beacon probe shovel 

Full season experience of backcountry 
ski travel, or concurrent registration in 
Boulder Group backcountry ski clinic

Owning (or renting) ski or splitboards 
with full-width skins and ski crampons 
(no snowshoe travel), ice axe and boot 
crampons, and modern ski or snowboard 
boots and bindings and experience in 
travel using them.

Experience with backcountry ski winter 
conditions and alpine outings 

Knowledge of map reading, map-com-
pass-altimeter and /or GPS navigation 

Ski Mountaineering School is the intro-
duction to high altitude mountain and 
peak ski and snowboard travel and 
descending in Colorado. Participants are 
expected to be high level blue-slope to 
black-diamond, downhill-capable skiers 
(tele, AT or snowboard), with experience 
in backcountry ski/ splitboard and high 
mountain travel in steep terrain and var-
ied conditions.

The class will progress from initial win-
ter-conditions trip planning, snow-safety 
review, travel techniques, safe route selec-
tion, group dynamics  and efficient travel 
with moderate half-day routes, through 
spring conditions with bigger objec-
tives, longer days and steeper terrain as 
snowpack and skill levels improve.  Final 
weekends will be overnight (possibly 
hut-based) with major peak climbs and 

descents.  Previous years included skiing 
Elk and Front Range 14ers, Brainard 
Lake peaks and Independence Pass and 
Red Mountain Pass tours and peaks. 
Instructor pool includes experienced 
backcountry and ski mountaineering 
AT, Splitboard and Tele staffers, AIARE 
instructors, and skilled downhill skiers 
and PSIA instructors. Trips will generally 
have a 2:1 student to instructor ratio or 
better.

Fly Fishing School

Contact: Pablo Balan, school director, at 
pablobalan@comcast.net

Class: March 26 & April 2
Location: AMC
Field Trips: April 7, 14 and 21 

Fee: Denver Group members, $195; 
non DG group members, $205. 

Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, or 
https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/
EventDetails.aspx?ID=39409

This school or similar experience is 
required for ALL Denver group fly fish-
ing trips

REFUND POLICY:  Requests must be made in writing to school director. If received at least 7 days before a course begins: Full 
refund minus $10 processing, less cost of materials received, if any. If less than 7 days: 50 percent refund, or full refund minus $10 if 
replacement found, less cost of  materials received. No refund on day course begins or after. (revised as of 10/2016)
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TECH SCHOOLS Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Complete list at hikingdenver.net

Basic Climbing

Lectures: April 11 & 12 or April 16 & 18 
Prerequisite: none
Fee: $65.00

This is a short introduction to climbing 
and is a prerequisite for Intermediate 
Rock, Technical Snow, and Basic Ice. We 
cover basic belay technique for top rope 
climbing. We cover footwork, gear and 
how to use it. We provide all necessary 
gear.

Tech School Instructor 
Training General

Lecture: February 28 
Prerequisite: completion of the class in 

which you would like to teach 
Fee: none

Help teach the 19 classes offered by the 
Technical Climbing School (Navigation, 
Rock, Snow, Ice). If you have taken any 
of these classes you are a candidate for 
instructor. If you think you would like 
to teach, join us. This class is required for 
every instructor who wishes to attain the 
‘Instructor’ level.

Tech School Instructor 
Training Rock I 

Lecture: March 7 
Field Day: March 10, 8:00am–5:00pm 

(Castlewood)
Prerequisite: completion of the class you 

would like to teach
Fee: none 

Help teach the 17 classes offered by the 
Technical Climbing School (Navigation, 
Rock, Snow, Ice). If you have taken 
any of these classes you are a candidate 
for instructor. This class covers Basic 
Climbing and Intermediate Rock and is 
required for every instructor who wishes 
to attain the “Instructor’ level.

Navigation Level 1 (Basic Map 
& Compass) 

Session A Lectures: March 13 & 15, 
6:00-9:00 pm 

Session A Field Day: March 17, all day 
starting at 6:00 am, location TBD 

Session B Lectures: March 19 & 21, 
6:00-9:00 pm

Session B Field Day: March 25, all day 
starting at 6:00 am, location  TBD 

Prerequisite: none 
Class Limit: 25 each session 
Fee: $75.00 

This is a Basic Map and Compass 
course meant to be solid preparation for 
Navigation Level 2. Navigation Level 2 
is required for completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering certificate. In addition 
to how to use map and compass, we 
cover digital sources, smartphone apps, 
and GPS devices. Compass with declina-
tion adjustment is required for this class. 
Choose either Session A or Session B. 

Basic Mountaineering 
Traditional             

Session A Lectures: March 13, 15, 
26; April 11, 12, 19; May 8, 14, 
6:00–9:00 pm 

Session A Field Days: March 17, 31; 
April 21; May 12, 19, 20, all day starting 
at 6:00 am, locations TBD 

Session A Grad Climbs: one full day and 
one overnighter; dates and locations 
TBD 

Session B Lectures: March 19, 21; 
April 4, 16, 18, 23; May 16, 30,  
6:00–9:00 pm

Session B Field Days: March 25; April 8, 
29; May 20; June 2, 3, all day starting at 
6:00 am, location TBD 

Session B Grad Climbs: one full day and 
one overnighter; dates and locations 
TBD 

Prerequisite: none 
Class Limit: 18 each session 
Fee: $400.00 

This is the traditional track for Basic 
Mountaineering School. You must com-
mit to all the dates listed. If these dates 
do not work for you, take the modular 
classes on the dates that do work. See 
the Basic Mountaineering School page 
under Schools at hikingdenver.net for 
more information. We provide technical 
gear, if needed. C Hiker Classification is 
required for the Grad Climbs but not for 
the classes. Choose either Session A or 
Session B.

Navigation Level 2 

Session A Lecture: Mar 26,  6:00-9:00 pm
Session A Field Day: March 31, all day 

starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD 

Session B Lecture: April 4, 6:00-9:00 pm 
at AMC

Session B Field Day: April 8, all day 
starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD 

Prerequisite: Navigation Level 1 
Fee: $75.00 

This is a follow up to Navigation Level 1, 
focusing on intensive field practice with 
map and compass. Navigation Level 2 
is required for completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering certificate. We navi-
gate from point to point, using multiple 
techniques to negotiate obstacles and 
to “stay found”. Compass with declina-
tion adjustment is required for this class. 
Choose either Session A or Session B.

For more information 
or questions, contact 
Bill Haneghan at 
cmcpoodle@gmail.com
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TECH SCHOOLS Registration: cmc.org, Calendar, Complete list at hikingdenver.net

Navigation Level 3 (Electronic 
Navigation) 

Session A Lectures: Apr 5 & 9, 
6:00–9:00 pm

Prerequisite: No prerequisite but 
Navigation Level 1 is recommended 

Fee: $65.00 

This is a new class that takes a more 
in-depth look at electronic tools available 
for land navigation. We will take a closer 
look at online mapping tools such as 
CalTopo, smartphone apps and various 
GPS receivers: how to use them and their 
limitations. We will look at a global sat-
ellite communicator with built-in navi-
gation tools. There is no prerequisite for 
this class but Nav Level 1 or equivalent is 
recommended.

Tech School Instructor Snow

Field Day: April 14, 8:00am–5:00pm, 
location TBD

Prerequisite: completion of the class you 
would like to teach

Fee: none 

Help teach the 17 classes offered by the 
Technical Climbing School (Navigation, 
Rock, Snow, Ice). If you have taken any 
of these classes you are a candidate for 
instructor. This class covers Basic Snow 
and Technical Snow and is required for 
every instructor who wishes to attain the 
“Instructor’ level.

Basic Snow

Session A Lecture: April 19, 6:00–9:00 pm
Session A Field Day:  April 21, all day 

starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD

Session B Lecture: April 23, 6:00-9:00 pm

Session B Field Day: April 29, all day 
starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD

Session C Lecture: April 30, 6:00–9:00 pm
Session C Field Day: May 5, all day 

starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD

Prerequisite: none
Fee: $75.00

This is a basic snow travel course meant 
to be solid preparation for Technical 
Snow; that is, focus on alpine and couloir 
climbs. Technical Snow is required for 
completion of the Basic Mountaineering 
certificate. We cover ice axe and crampon 
techniques: how to self-belay and self-ar-
rest; French, German, and American 
technique; glissading. 10 Essentials 
and winter clothing are required for 
this course. Choose either Session A or 
Session B.

Technical Snow

Session A Lecture: May 8 6:00–9:00 pm
Session A Field Day: May 12, all day 

starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD

Session B Lecture: May 16, 6:00–9:00 pm
Session B Field Day: May 20, all day 

starting no later than 6:00 am, location 
TBD

Graduation Couloir Climb: all day; time 
and location TBD

Prerequisite: Introduction to Climbing; 
Basic Snow

Fee: $75.00

This is a follow-up course to Basic Snow 
and is required for completion of the 
Basic Mountaineering certificate. We 
cover snow anchors in detail and roped 
team travel. A graduation couloir climb 
is required. 10 Essentials and winter 
clothing are required for this course. 
Choose either Session A or Session B.

Intermediate Rock Climbing

Session A Lecture: May 14, 6:00–9:00 pm
Session A Field Days: May 19 & 20, 

all day starting no later than 8:00 
am,location TBD

Session B Lecture: May 30, 6:00-9:00 pm
Session B Field Days: June 2 & 3, all day 

starting no later than 8:00 am, location 
TBD

Prerequisite: Basic Climbing
Fee: $85.00

Intermediate Rock Climbing is a fol-
low-up to Basic Climbing and is 
required for completion of the Basic 
Mountaineering certificate. Intermediate 
Rock is a prerequisite for Rock Seconding 
School. We review the Brake-Under-
Slide belay technique and safe belay 
practices. We also cover rappelling and 
work on climbing technique on slabs and 
faces. We provide all necessary gear.
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL

Bryce Canyon in Winter

Feb. 28–March 4, 2018
From $985

Bryce Canyon in Winter is a new 
Adventure Travel trip for 2018. What 
is more beautiful than Bryce Canyon 
National Park in the summer? It is Bryce 
Canyon in the winter! Orange hoodoos 
and green bristlecone pines topped with 
white snow against a bright blue sky are 
what you will see at the various overlooks 
on the canyon rim.  It is breathtakingly 
beautiful and your trip leaders should 
know after spending New Year’s 2016 
there. 

Two Great Walks of  
New Zealand 2018

March 9–25
From $4,050

Enjoy the The Milford Track and the 
Abel Tasman Coast Track, both on the 
South Island and both unique. Cruise 
overnight on the Milford Sound, take 
Backroads Bus to Queenstown and cross 
Cook Strait via ferry. 

Scotland’s Great Glen Way, 
Walk and Barge

May 16–26, 2018
From $3,860

Barging on Loch Ness at night and hik-
ing the Great Glen Way during the day. 
Starts in Glasgow with a Food Walking 
Tour, before a hike up Ben Nevis, 
Scotland’s highest mountain 4,406’.

Iceland Trek 2018

July 23–Aug. 1, 2018
From $4,800

The Laugavegur Trail, named one of 
the “20 Best Hikes in the World” by 
National Geographic, with the Skogar 
extension, ends at a stunning 200-foot-
high waterfall for a 50-mile trek. 

Yorkshire Dales &  
Lake District Trek

Aug. 19–Sept. 1, 2018
From $3,435

Visit two of England’s most iconic walk-
ing areas. Before trek, spend some time 
in London with visits to Hampstead 
Heath and Highgate Cemetery. Travel 
by train to Bath  and Stonehenge. Then 
7 days, 79 miles, through Yorkshire and 
Lake District.  

AltaVia 1, 3 and 4  
in the Italian Dolomites

Aug. 24–Sept. 9, 2018
From $2,853

In the northeast corner of Italy, not far 
from Venice. Ramparts of white and 
pink limestone thrust up to 10,000 feet 
from rolling green meadows are more 
dramatic and esthetic than the peaks of 
the Alps to the north. Known for the vast 
network of superb foot trails serviced by 
a system of overnight huts more like 
hotels. 

North of Ireland

Sept. 3–14, 2018
From $4,755

Dublin to Shannon by way of Belfast, 
the Giant’s Causeway and Sligo, along 
the gorgeous northern and northwester 
coasts of the Emerald Isle. Nights at bed 
and breakfast inns after meals in local 
pubs. 

Making Tracks in Patagonia

Nov. 10–23, 2018
From $4,915 

Carved by fjords and capped by glisten-
ing glaciers, this is a land of extremes. 
Visit the towering granite spires of Torres 
del Paine and Los Glaciares National 
Park. A hike across Patagonia is a world-
class adventure.
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ADVENTURE TRAVEL

Japan Fall Foliage Trips 
Koyasan & Nakasendo Walk

Oct. 31– Nov. 12, 2018 

Includes 3 days in the town of Koyasan 
at a Buddhist temple, dining with the 
monks. Visit the tomb of Kobo Daishi 
founder of Shingon Buddhism. Take the 
bullet train to central Honshu and walk 
6 days on the ancient Nakasendo route. 

Kyoto & Kumano Kodo Trek

Nov. 14–28, 2018

Three days in Kyoto and spectacular fall 
foliage in this 18th century imperial city. 
next south to Tanabe and the 7-day trek 
through rugged Kii Peninsula to three 
Grand Shrines. Return to Osaka by train 
along the coast. 

Yellowstone in Winter 2018

Feb. 14–20, 2018
From $2995

If you’ve been to any of the national parks 
lately you’ve noticed they’re crowded. 
Yellowstone is no exception. Except in 
the winter. As the first national park, 
Yellowstone is very popular. It has elk, 
moose, geysers and trails. Leader Renee 
Howbert designed this trip to maximize 
the adventures.

Aconcagua HAMS 2018

NEW DATE Dec. 27, 2018—20 days

HAMS-level adventure travel trip to 
Aconcagua, 22,895’, highpoint of the 
Southern and Western hemispheres and 
one of the Seven Summits. US guides 
will assist. We will take the more sce-
nic, cleaner and less traveled Polish 
Traverse Route and descend the standard 
Horcones Valley route.

Ancients Ruins Bike and & 
Hike Adventure

October 1–6, 2018
$735

The Ancients Ruin Bike & Hike 
Adventure is 6 days mountain bike rid-
ing, hiking and camping through the 
heart of Ancient Puebloan country in the 
Cedar Mesa region of S.E. Utah.  This 
vehicle supported adventure takes you 
across Cedar Mesa and the “Trail of the 
Ancients” and deep into canyons with 
numerous side trips to spectacular but 
little-known Anasazi ruins.

Moab Mountain Bike and Hike 
Adventure

May 16–20, 2018
$395 

We will base camp near Moab and 
explore the famous mountain biking and 
hiking trails in the Moab area.  You will 
ride or hike with groups of various sizes 
and abilities for four days of adventure in 
this amazing desert wonderland. 

All savory meals (Wed – Sun breakfast) 
are provided and prepared by our des-
ert gourmet chef.  Our group campsite 
has porto-potties, water, a bonfire every 
night with live music, games, a fun filled 
drum circle, a sweat lodge and other 
group activities.  Contact Rick Pratt at 
rpratt905@gmail.com  303-887-3717

FOR COMPLETE 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

INFORMATION, 
SEE CMC.ORG, 

ADVENTURE TRAVEL
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SOCIAL  
ACTIVITIES  
CALENDAR

Friday 16 – TGIF at the Call to Arms 
Pub, 6:15 p.m. (4526 Tennyson Street)

Meet Fred at Call to Arms Brewing 
Company, easily accessible from I-70 and 
Sheridan or 6th Ave. and Sheridan. The 
British-style pub offers a variety of differ-
ent styles of beer. For questions, contact 
Fred at FredSiersma@gmail.com.

Sunday 25 – Campus Walk and 
Free Concert, 2:30 p.m. (2423 S. 
University Blvd)

“So what’s new at DU?”  Meet University 
of Denver (2005) alum Patricia Leslie at 
the La Belle Rosette. Our campus walk 
includes the new 2017 engineering and 
computer science building. A free concert 
at DU follows. Free parking available, via 
alley. RSVP to pleslie.leslie@gmail.com 

Just like these St Bernard dogs we 
are looking for people. We are look-
ing for volunteers to host future events 
- either similar to some of those above 
or a night at the movies, art gallery hap-
penings, dinner at a neighborhood café 
or other adventures. Contact Patricia 
Leslie, pleslie.leslie@gmail.com, or Fred 
Siersma, FredSiersma@gmail.com, for 
more information on hosting an event.

DENVER GROUP TRAILS COMMITTEE
Most trails on public lands in Colorado are maintained by volunteers working in 
cooperation with public land managers. As part of this effort, the Denver Trails 
Committee has been organizing work trips in the Front Range for over 20 years and 
we are now planning the 2018 season.  

We will be leading trips in the Front Range approximately every other week from 
June through September to clear and repair existing trail, build new trail, bridges, 
and walkways, erect signs, and do whatever else is needed.  Projects are listed in the 
Trip Schedule at CMC.org approximately two weeks prior to the outing. 

Additionally, if you have interest in getting a USFS sawyer certification for crosscut 
saw use, please contact Grover Cleveland. Sawyer certification in May requires first 
aid and CPR so check out hikingdenver.net for the next WFA class.  Hope to see you 
on a future project - they are fun, rewarding, and expose folks to new trails.  

The Trails Committee has a mailing list you can join to receive a notification that 
a trip has been posted; if you want to be added, please email Grover Cleveland, 
groverc@att.net. 

CALL FOR TRIP LEADERS  
AND VOLUNTEERS

Don’t see the trip you want to take on the calendar? Sign up to be a trip leader to 
make it happen! 

THE NEXT TRIP LEADER SCHOOL IS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 14, 2018. 
This is a free school, provided through SALT. Apply online HERE.

Apply for SALT and register HERE.

The school provides a 3.5 hour lecture on topics such as CMC policies, legal and risk 
considerations, trip planning, group dynamics, situational awareness, the trip cycle, 
the CMC ambassador role and leadership.  The LIT field practical is a 4.5 hour ses-
sion in the field where candidates will engage in role modeling, working through trip 
scenarios and discussions in order to gain a better understanding of what they can 
expect to encounter in the field and learn ways to manage a successful trip.

Email Kevin Schaal for more information or questions. schaalk@msn.com
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