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BPX Statement of Purpose: 
 
The purpose of BPX is to promote backpacking as a core CMC activity; organize and 
coordinate backpacking trips; and provide early notice of trips to BPX members 
 
Following these guidelines help ensure BPX trips can be available, enjoyable, and safe 
for all participants and volunteer trip leaders. 
  
1.       Signing up for a Trip 

●       Trips are posted on the CMC Calendar where members can sign up.   
●       Trip descriptions are detailed so as to advise registrants of the physical, 
gear and material requirements, location, mileage, terrain, and expectations of 
the leader. 
●       Trip Leaders may establish prerequisites for any trips they lead which 
may include training provided in CMC Backpacking School or having 
equivalent experience. 
●       A participant thinking about signing up for a trip should carefully read the 
trip description which will include any prerequisites established by the trip 
leader.  The participant must be able to meet the requirements of the trip, 
including physical requirements and possess the necessary equipment and 
gear required for the trip.   
●       The participant has the responsibility of advising the leader of any 
medical conditions, medication and any physical limitations that could be a 
concern during the trip.   If a participant has any questions or concerns he/she 
should contact the leader as soon as possible to resolve any issues. 
●       By signing up for the trip the participant agrees to follow all CMC rules, 
leader directions and instructions during the trip. 
●       Trip participants should sign up for a trip only if they are certain they can 
attend.  It is understood that emergencies arise, plans change, and the 
participant may have to cancel.  As a courtesy to others, participants should 
cancel as early as possible if needed. 
  

2.       Approval by the Leader 
●       The trip leader is responsible for the safety of the group.  This means 
that the leader has the authority and responsibility to determine if a participant 
should be allowed to go on their trip. 
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●       The trip leader has the responsibility to verify the experience of any 
registrant unknown to them; if the leader determines the registrant to be 
unprepared for the trip, the leader may remove the registrant from the trip and 
may suggest an alternate trip or actions the registrant may take to meet the 
trip prerequisites. 
●       The participant will receive notice well in advance of the trip if the leader 
decides not to include them on a trip. 

  
3.      Guests of CMC Members 
●       Whether guests are allowed on a specific trip is determined by the trip leader.  
The trip description will indicate whether or not guests are allowed. 
●       The leader has authority and responsibility to permit or deny a guest’s 
participation in the trip. 
●       The guest shall be required to sign a CMC liability waiver.   
●       The guest will be bound by all the same responsibilities as a CMC member. 
●       All guests must be added to the CMC trip roster by the trip leader. 
  
4.      Pet policy 
●       Pets are not allowed on trips unless the trip is posted as a “doggie trip” in both the 
trip title and trip description. 
●       A discussion is required with the trip leader prior to bringing any pet on a “doggie 
trip”. 
  
5.       Pre -Trip Communications 
●       Prior to the trip, participants will receive a detailed trip plan via email from the 
leader. This will include information about the trip, meeting time and place, special rules, 
and information that the leader believes will be helpful to the participant.   
●       If a participant has to cancel please advise the leader as early as possible by 
email and cancel out of the trip on the CMC website. 
●       If a participant needs to cancel within 72 hours of the trip, the participant shall in 
addition to cancelling on the CMC website, email the leader.  That will help the leader 
attempt to find another participant for the trip.  If a participant cancels the day of the trip 
please telephone and email the leader so that the remainder of the group is not delayed 
in an attempt to find out where the member is.   
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6.       The day of the trip 
●       On the day of the trip, participants typically meet the group and the 
leader at a designated point to carpool to the trailhead.  Specific trip planning 
details are shared via emails leading up to the trip. 
●       At the trailhead, the leader will review the trip plan, and go over safety 
and any other logistical issues. 
●       The leader may at any time make any decisions concerning the 
continuation of the trip, or modify the trip plan. The leader also can remove a 
participant from the trip if he/she believes that the participant is unprepared or 
unable to safely participate in the trip, or creates a situation that adversely 
affects the group.   

  
7.       Future Trips 

●       If a participant exhibits a history of being advised by a leader or leaders of 
unacceptable behavior; fails to follow rules or directives of the leader, the CMC, 
or the Backpacking Section; a history of repeated cancellations, or displays 
conduct that adversely affects the group; a leader has the authority to refuse to 
allow that person to participate in any future trip with that leader.  Conduct 
includes conduct reflected in behavior or in writing. 


