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Larry Karasevich 
Presentation Coordinator 
lkarasevich@sbcglobal.net 

CMC Photo Section Email 
cmcphoto11@gmail.com 

Artistic Expression: 
How far should you go in post-processing? 

Please submit 1 to 2 pairs of photos (each pair being the unedited 

and edited versions of an image). See pg 4 for submission details. 

Submit photos to John Bickel (drjhbickel@gmail.com) by Nov 12th. 

IMPORTANT: Name the file with your full name. 

For example: “first_last_1.jpg” 

Limit file size to 5MB or less. 

The CMC photo section holds monthly meetings 

the second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

AMC, 710 10th St. #200, Golden, CO 

$20 Annual Dues 
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Join us Nov. 13th for a presentation by Larry Karasevich 

Artistic Expression: 

How far should you go in post-processing? 

About Larry and the Presentation: 

When I first started shooting photographs in the mid-1970s (as a poor college 

student), my goal was to capture on film (Kodachrome 64) the beautiful landscapes 

that I would visit.  If the photograph captured what my eyes saw, I was satisfied. 

But cameras even today are not always able to capture things as I see them. For 

example, our eyes can handle about 24 f-stops of dynamic range with pupil 

changing and about 10-14 f-stops with the pupil fixed; today, digital cameras can 

only handle about 5-11 f-stops of dynamic range with a single shot.  In the mid-70s, 

I didn’t have many affordable options to compensate for the limitations of camera 

and film. But today’s digital photographer has many options, particularly in the 

post-processing world of Lightroom (LR) and Photoshop (PS). The question today is 

not so much “Can I make my picture look like what I saw?”, but “How much further 

into the creative realm of artistic expression do I want to go?” 

I attended my first Photo Symposium this summer in Sedona, AZ in August.  More 

than a dozen professional photographers (mostly landscape) shared their images 
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and how they created them with an audience of about 150 avid amateurs. Nobody 

was interested in documentary photography (creating an accurate representation 

of what they saw). Everyone was talking about photography as an art form.  Just as 

a painter uses brushes and paint to create a landscape based on what they see but 

adding their own artistic expression, so today’s photographer uses a camera and 

LR/PS to artistically create images. 

My own personal answer to “How far should I go?” was stretched in Sedona.  But 

I’m still exploring what feels right for me.  Should I clone out unwanted 

distractions? Should I add clouds to the sky to make the shot more dramatic? 

Should I stretch the image vertically to make the mountains look more impressive? 

There are plenty of tools available…which should I use?  I’m still exploring and 

learning, and I want to hear from others in the group about how they personally 

answer the question…i.e. “What do they feel comfortable doing and why?” 

In the first hour, I’ll be borrowing an idea from Rick Sammon’s book “Evolution of 

an Image”. I’ll be illustrating several basic and advanced editing techniques to add 

artistic expression to my images by showing what the camera took (mostly RAW 

and a few JPEGs), and then the final edited image.  I’ll discuss what I did and why. 
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During the second hour of the meeting, we will view member photos that 

illustrate artistic expression. 

Submit a maximum of two pairs of images. For each pair, provide the: 

 Unedited version (Do not send the raw file! See below.)

 Final edited image

Be prepared to explain how and why you did what you did.  To allow time for as 

many people to share as possible, please limit your submission to two pairs and 

your comments to 5-8 minutes. 

Limit file sizes to 5MB or less. Do not submit RAW files (these are too big for 

email). Instead, export a JPEG version of the RAW file without adjustments. Or 

capture a screen image of the RAW file. 

Sample Lightroom export settings: 
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For 2020, the CMC photography 

section is asking for volunteers to 

present Shooter's Choice. 

Shooter’s Choice involves selecting a 

set of photographs from a hiking 

trip, vacation, or any outdoor 

experience and presenting them to 

the group. 

As you are presenting each photograph, you can include why you liked the image, 

how you composed it, any challenges you encountered while taking the photo, 

and techniques that you used (e.g. tripod, time of day, filters, aperture, shutter 

speed etc). 

It's not necessary to be an advanced photographer to present a Shooter's Choice. 

All skill levels are invited to participate.  It’s optional, but you can ask for feedback 

from the advanced photographers in the group. It's a great way to improve your 

photography skills.  

We look forward to seeing your photographs. 

Please contact Karen Theesen at Rmhfun@hotmail.com if you are interested. 

mailto:rmhfun@gmail.com
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Location:  CMC building in Golden 710 10th St. Golden CO 

Cost: $30 – sign up before Nov. 12th at: 

 https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=48451 

 

Buffet Dinner catered by Jules Gourmet Catering 

Volunteer of the Year & Service Award Recipients 

 

Speaker: Jane Parnell 
Forty Five Years of Peak Bagging in Colorado 

 

 

Jane (Koerner) Parnell is the first 

woman to climb the 100 highest 

peaks of Colorado. She went on to 

climb nearly 400 more 13ers. She 

has also climbed in Ecuador, Bolivia 

and Mexico. A three-time managing 

editor in the magazine industry. She 

has written articles for High County 

News, Mountain Gazette and 

Outdoor Adventure, among other 

publications. Her mountaineering 

memoir, Off Trail: Finding My Way 

Home in the Colorado Rockies, was 

recently published by University of 

Oklahoma Press. 

 

 

https://www.cmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=48451
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Start preparing for February’s meeting: 

 Take four purposeful black and white photos for the February meeting. If you have a 

great black and white print, feel free to bringing it in! 

 Get inspiration from Ansel Adams YouTube videos. There is a great Rick Burns one 

and another one called, “The Art of Photography”. 

 
 
Sign up for one of the following topics to use as a focus for your photos.  

1. Choice of subject 

2. What you remember from film photography and application of techniques 

3. Use of filters in black and white photography 

4. Explanation of your exposure – middle gray, high lights, low light, histogram 

5. Metering, spot vs grid and application to black and white 

6. Iso settings and influence of contrast 

7. Post process dodge and burn 

8. How to handle snow in black and white 

9. Printing of black and white photos 

10.  Inspirationally, what did this exercise do for you 

Reminders will be sent out in January so you will get a chance to sign up for a topic.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjoRrwO_PfI
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Keep up to date on the CMC Photo group’s meetings and outings. 

Plus share your latest photos and get info on other photography 

related events happening in the Denver area. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmcphoto/

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmcphoto/
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Nancy Duplan 
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Mark Evans 
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Larry Karasevich 
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Frank Burzynski 
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John Bickel 
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Jao van de Lagemaat   
lagemaatphoto.smugmug.com 

Dan Orcutt 
AboveTreelineImages.com 

Frank Burzynski 
fburzynski.zenfolio.com 

Janice Bennett 
janicebennettphotography.smugmug.com  

janicebennett.com 
sagazmedia.com 

 

John Kieffer 
outsideimagery.com  

Alan Lipkin  
coloradophotodoctor.com 

Michael Ciavatta  
ciavattaphoto.com 

Alex Clymer  
neonfuzzart.com 

 

https://cmcdenver.org/specialinterests/photography-section/specialinterestsphotography-

sectionphotography-section-newsletter-archives 
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lightstalking.com Tips and tutorials, feedback, and downloadable photo goodies. 
  
essential-photoshop-elements.com 
Photoshop Elements 13 tutorials by Rick Peterson 
 
divephotoguide.com  Contains photos, trips and photo techniques by Matt Weiss. While it is 
written for underwater photographers, it is quite well done and some of the information is 
universal. 
 
lenscratch.com  A very good comprehensive website about photography. They have a new 
photographer every day, plus much more, including online exhibitions that you can be a part of, 
links to other websites, and shows to enter. It has constantly rated as one of the best websites 
for photography in the world. 
 
photoeye.com/bookstore/index.cfm  Photoeye Book Store, a great site about all sorts of 
photo books, one of the best for this subject. 
 
muybridgeshorse.com  Muybridge’s Horse is a newer website devoted to animal photography 
and art. The young woman who started it went to school at CU. 
 
newlandscapephotography.com New Landscape Photography is just that—a site about 
landscape photography. It has a new photographer once or twice a week and is also a 
Facebook group where anyone can upload photos. 

featureshoot.com/2014/02/52-photo-sites-get-inspired/#!vkVXB 
Feature Shoot, with a list to 50 more. 

the-digital-picture.com Canon data including Zeiss, etc. 

imaging-resource.com Detailed analysis of cameras and lenses. 
 
luminous-landscape.com Techniques, tutorials, essays and reviews. 

app.photoephemeris.com Sun and moon data displayed on a map. 
 
dpreview.com General and specific topics of interest to photographers including excellent, 
thorough reviews. 
 
dxomark.com  Excellent technical data on cameras and lenses. 
 
coloradocaptures.com  General and specific topics of interest to photographers. 

shadowhousecreations.blogspot.com  Creative resources for artistic people. 
Free textures , brushes, tips and tutorials from photo artist Jerry Jones. 

brusheezy.com  Free Photoshop brushes, textures, patterns, and graphics. 

http://lightstalking.com/
http://essential-photoshop-elements.com/
mailto:divephotoguide.com
http://lenscratch.com/
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