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DS&L MEETING  

OCTOBER 15, 2018 

Approved As Presented November 19, 2018 

Attendees:  Brad Cotton, Mark Wolf, Kevin Schaal, Durrie Monsma, Jeff Damp, Tom Hartzell, 
Sarah Maurer, Tom O’Connor 

Guests:  None 

Location:  Bridgewater Grill, Golden Hotel (no meeting rooms at AMC available for this date) 

Call to Order:  6:54 pm 

Meeting Minutes:  September 17, 2018 Meeting Minutes Approved as Presented 

Incident Reports:  No current reports presented 

Annual Incident Report Summary:  Presented Incidents which included 2 Complaints, 8 Near 
Misses, 5 Trip & Fall, 6 Accidents, 1 Illness. 

Copies were sent to DGC and to Holly Barrass, Education Director. 

Certification Report:  Kevin Schaal reported that 75% of students in TLS go through the LIT 
process and are certified as leaders; the goal is 90%. 

There are no statistics on how many who are certified led trips within a certain time period.  A 
list of all leaders certified between October 1, 2017 and September 30, 2018 will be provided at 
the Leader/Instructor Appreciation Night on November 8, 2018. 

Discussion held on need to have number of participants, excluding leader, to be asked on the 
LIT Evaluation Report.  Responsibility for making change to be determined. 

Tom O’Connor reported by e-mail prior to the meeting those leaders certified. 

Free CMC Press Books to Leaders:  It was learned that there are multiple titles available for free.  
Discussed that titles would be available to leaders at LAN. 

SALT Report:  Jeff Damp discussed his concerns about waivers by School Directors.  No action 
necessary. 

Newsletter:  Durrie discussed October issue and notice of LAN. 

Helmet Policy:  Unanimously passed.  Copy below.  Copy sent to DGC for notification. 

LAN:  Discussed assignments for November 8th event. 
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Potential Additional Members:  Victoria Seacrist and Cynthia Lehr to be invited to December 
meeting.  Elaine Shirley declined to join the committee for a variety of reasons but appreciated 
being invited. 

Resignation:  Sue Henley resigned as of September 17, 2018 after serving 7 years on DS&L.   
Sue’s contributions to DS&L were lauded.  Her attendance at LAN is in question as she is 
deployed for the Red Cross administration of the hurricane in the Carolinas and Florida. 

Helmet Policy 

A while back the issue of requiring helmets came up at a DS&L meeting.  Rich McAdams was requested 
to write an article on use of helmets during climbing activities.  From there the request changed to 
having a presentation at TLS.  No article was written. 

At TLS on September 8, 2018 Ken Yaphe gave a presentation on the use of helmets in Alpine Scrambling 
Course.  DS&L had asked Rich McAdams, ASC Director, to make the presentation but due to 
unavailability Ken made the presentation and did an excellent job. 

The gist of the ASC presentation was that helmets were optional on Class 3 (the focus of ASC routes) but 
were mandatory on Class 4. 

After the presentation Ken Yaphe was asked to write an article for the  DS&L newsletter; Ken bounced 
the request off Rich McAdams.  Rich sent me an e-mail indicating before he or Ken wrote an article they 
wanted a helmet recommendation from DS&L. 

I checked the CMC Governing Documents and found that in 1990 the CMC BOD required helmets be 
worn during trips on 4th Class Rock.  See below. 

Climbing Helmets  
Students and instructors in schools and all participants in CMC climbs rated 4 
and above in the Yosemite system are required to wear helmets. [passed April 
1990]  
https://www.cmc.org/Portals/0/GoverningDocs/CMC%20Policies%20Related%20to%20Trips.pdf 

I propose that DS&L pass the following policy: 

It is RECOMMENDED that students and instructors in schools, and leaders and all participants in CMC 
climbs rated 3 in the Yosemite system wear helmets. 

Wearing helmets by students and instructors and all participants in CMC climbs rated 4 and above in 
the Yosemite System are required to wear helmets as of CMC policy passed April 1990. 

 

Passed unanimously October 15, 2018 by DS&L 
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