
 

1 
 

Denver Trip Leaders 
Winter Trip Rules 

Approved on December 7, 2020 

1. Applicability. Effective immediately, these Winter Trip Rules (“Rules”) replace in their 
entirety the Avalanche Training Requirements adopted by the Denver Safety and 
Leadership Committee (“DS&L”) on June 20, 2011, effective October 1, 2011, as revised 
on November 18, 2013. These Rules apply only to Denver leaders of hiking, snowshoeing, 
ski touring, ski mountaineering, backpacking, and camping trips (“Trip Leaders”). These 
Rules do not apply to Denver schools, climbing, Adventure Travel, Nordic Centers, or 
downhill skiing. These Rules do not apply to trip leaders other than Trip Leaders as 
defined in Section 4.G below.  

2. Goal. The Rules are intended to enhance the variety and safety of winter trips offered by 
Denver trip leaders. The Rules should be shorter, simpler, and clearer than the current, 
often inconsistent combination of DS&L and State rules. 

3. Preamble 

A. The Rules recognize the paramount importance and ultimate authority of leader 
judgment in determining what is and what is not avalanche risk.  

B. In determining avalanche risk, the Rules recognize that conditions on the ground 
change daily and often hourly, so that the same terrain that presents avalanche 
risk after a snowstorm may not present avalanche risk before the snowstorm.  

C. In permitting trip leaders without ATA training to lead trips at any time on non-
snow-covered terrain, the Rules, in effect, do away with DS&L’s current 
definition of “winter” (11/1 to 4/30) and render unnecessary State’s rules 
relating to remote and non-remote areas. 

4. Definitions 

A. “Avalanche prone terrain” means any area prone to avalanche, as determined 
by the Trip Leader after taking into account the probability of an avalanche 
occurring and the consequences if an avalanche does occur. Terrain that is 
presumptively avalanche prone includes  

i. Terrain with unstable snowpack and slope angles of 25- 45 degrees, 
particularly slope angles of 34-39 degrees;  

ii. Regardless of slope angle, terrain which terminates in a terrain trap; 
and 

iii. Terrain which has wind pillows, wind slabs, roll-overs, and/or cornices. 
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B. “Snow-covered non-avalanche prone terrain” means terrain other than 
“avalanche prone terrain” which is, or which on the day of the trip is forecasted 
to be, covered by more than a negligible amount of snow on the ground, as 
determined by the trip leader. 

C. “Non-snow-covered terrain” means any terrain other than “avalanche prone 
terrain” and “snow-covered non-avalanche prone terrain” which is, or which on 
the day of the trip is forecasted to be, covered by no more than a negligible 
amount of snow on the ground, as determined by the trip leader. 

D. “Exempt Locations” means the areas set forth and defined in this Section 4.D. As 
stated in Section 6 (but as qualified in Section 6.B), neither AIARE Level 1 nor 
ATA is required for Trip Leaders travelling on-trail in Exempt Locations at any 
time during the year whether or not the terrain is snow-covered. DS&L shall 
update the list of Exempt Locations between September 1 and October 31 of 
each year and publish the updated list in the November DS&L Trip Leader 
newsletter. (Note: After conferring with avalanche forecasters and rescue 
personnel and consulting available records, DS&L discovered no evidence of 
avalanches on trails located in the Exempt Locations.)  

i. Open Space Parks in Douglas and Jefferson counties 

ii. Denver Mountain Parks, excluding Summit Lake Park on Mt. Evans Rd. 

iii. Trails in Boulder County and the City of Boulder which begin at the 
following trailheads: Bobolink, Boulder Reservoir, Boulder Valley 
Ranch, Cherryvale, Cottonwood, Dry Creek, Greenbelt Plateau, 
Marshall Mesa, North Teller Lake, Sawhill Ponds, South Teller Lake, 
White Rocks, and Wonderland Lake 

iv. Municipal trails within all cities within Douglas, Jefferson, and Denver 
counties 

v. The fifteen Colorado State Parks east of the Continental Divide, 
namely: Barr Lake, Boyd Lake, Castlewood Canyon, Chatfield State, 
Cherry Creek, Cheyenne Mountain, Golden Gate Canyon. Jackson Lake, 
Lake Pueblo, Lathrop, Lory State, North Sterling, Roxborough, 
Staunton, and St. Vrain  

vi. The following trails in Rocky Mountain National Park Trails: to Emerald 
Lake via Nymph and Dream Lakes; to Alberta Falls, but not beyond; 
Finch Lake; Ouzel Lake; Sandbeach Lake; and up Deer Mountain. 

The entire length of Mt. Evans Rd., from the ranger station to the summit, which 
has several known avalanche prone spots along the way, is not an Exempt 
Location.  
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E. “AIARE” mean the American Institute for Avalanche Research and Education. 
“AIARE Level 1” means AIARE’s three-day/24-hour introductory course in 
avalanche hazard management.  

F. “ATA” means DS&L’s Avalanche Terrain Avoidance one-day avalanche 
familiarization class (including a half day in the field) to recognize and avoid 
avalanche prone terrain.  

G. “Trip Leader” or  “Denver Trip Leader,” for the purpose of these Rules, means a 
member of the Colorado Mountain Club who has graduated Denver Group Trip 
Leader School; met all other requirements to become a Denver trip leader, 
including, without limitation, Wilderness First Aid; whom DS&L has officially 
approved as a Denver trip leader; and who, at the time of the trip, remains a 
Denver trip leader in good standing.  

5. Special rules for trips into non-snow-covered terrain and Exempt Locations.  

A. Any Trip Leader may lead a trip at any time during the year (i) into non-snow-
covered terrain and (ii) except as set forth in Section 5.B, into any Exempt 
Location. 

B. Notwithstanding Section 5.A(ii), after a snowfall of 12" or more in an Exempt 
Location, a leader shall wait at least forty-eight hours to lead a trip into the 
Exempt Location.  (Note: DS&L takes notice that an avalanche or slide is possible 
in any terrain immediately following a snowfall of 12" and that waiting to travel 
into the terrain for at least forty-eight hours after the snowfall will permit the 
snowpack to stabilize.) 

6. Special rules for trips into avalanche prone terrain.  

A. Prior to the trip, the Trip Leader shall determine whether participants are likely 
to confront avalanche prone terrain. In making the determination, the Trip 
Leader shall check pertinent weather forecasts, CAIC reports, and CalTopo slope 
angle mapping. If conditions on the ground on the day of the trip are 
unpredictable in the Trip Leader's judgment, the Trip Leader must relocate or 
reschedule the trip. 

B. In all events, if the Trip Leader determines that traveling in avalanche prone 
terrain is likely and that such terrain cannot easily be circumvented or otherwise 
avoided, then and in that event: 

i. Every participant must carry, have practiced with, and be proficient in 
the use of a digital avalanche beacon, probe, and shovel (“Avalanche 
Equipment”), and 
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ii. At the trailhead, the Trip Leader shall check each participant’s 
Avalanche Equipment, including the beacon’s battery level and 
transmit setting.  

C. However, if the Trip Leader determines that confrontation with avalanche prone 
terrain is more likely than not but that participants can divert to a different 
course, or circumvent or otherwise avoid the avalanche prone terrain, then and 
in that event, the participants do not need to carry Avalanche Equipment. 

7. Training requirements 

A. AIARE Level 1 is required for Trip Leaders travelling in avalanche prone terrain. 
DS&L recommends but does not require AIARE Level 1 to be retaken every five 
years. DS&L recommends but does not require that Trip Leaders travelling in 
avalanche prone terrain take beacon, probe, and shovel refresher training 
annually.  

B. ATA is required for Trip Leaders travelling in snow-covered non-avalanche prone 
terrain. DS&L recommends but does not require that Trip Leaders travelling in 
snow-covered non-avalanche prone terrain retake ATA at least every three 
years.  

C. Neither AIARE Level 1 nor ATA is required for Trip Leaders travelling on-trail in 
non-snow-covered terrain.  

D. Neither AIARE Level 1 nor ATA is required for Trip Leaders travelling on-trail in 
Exempt Locations any time during the year whether or not the terrain is snow-
covered.  


