
All About Doggy Hikes, by Robbie Monsma Denver Group Council Member 
 
 
Q:  I like to hike with my dog.  Why can’t I bring her on all Denver Group hikes?  
 
A:  Of course we have a policy on that!  http://hikingdenver.net/groupresources/denver-group-
dog-hikes-policy.   
 
The truth is, not everyone loves dogs as much as you do, so the default must be “no dogs.”  Plus it 
would impose an additional burden on trip leaders to know what the dog policy is in the area(s) the 
trip is taking place, as rules vary depending on the public land you will be using.  Dogs are 
considered disruptive to wildlife, especially at certain times of the year.  Leash laws vary too.  If you 
take your dog on a non-CMC hike, the Club policy is a good guide as to what you should know 
before you go. 
 
That said, the Club does offer designated “Doggy Hikes.” Search for the word “dog” in the trip title.  
Also, certain trip leaders tend to lead these hikes regularly, mostly in the spring and fall.  Watch for 
who offers Doggy Hikes and thereafter search for trips by those leaders’ names. 
 


