
 
June 15, 2020 – DS&L Meeting 

There was no June DS&L meeting due to a schedule conflict with the Committee Chair. However, the 
chair prepared these notes that will serve as a substitute to meeting minutes.   
 
 
1) New Trip Leaders:  One trip leader was approved in June.  The new leader is Nathan Hans at D level 

including winter backcountry. 

 

2) Eckart Roder Grant and Funds:  Annette reported the cost of the rescue sleds/tarp that Linda 

Lawson suggested for use in future AIARE Schools is about $510 for 2 sleds. Pending committee 

approval, we will tell Steve Bonowski that we'd like to use $510 of the $800 available, and work 

with Linda to get the order processed. We'll have about $290 for something else. Committee will 

continue working on ideas for the next grant submission, with cost estimates. We should try to 

submit for the next round of grants in August.  Details of the above mentioned sleds/tarp can be 

found at https://alpine-thread-works.myshopify.com/products/ski-guides-rescue-tarp.  Website 

Pricing is Canadian $. 

 

3) Chair Items for Discussion:   

A. Chair had a leader question why he was taken off the leader list without notification.  Through 

conversation and investigation, this leader proved he was an active trip leader.  Why the 

database search conducted by Chair didn’t reveal the trips this leader had led is not clear.  Chair 

had him restored as a trip leader.  (ps -  hopefully you remember that Maddie and Lauren are 

taking over most of the work of checking leader credentials, thereby relieving DS&L of this task.) 

 

B. The BPX (Backpack Section) defined the classifications for what constitutes an Easy, Moderate 

and Difficult backpack.  They asked for Council’s approval and asked that three other things be 

done. 

i. First that DS&L publish the classification descriptions in our next Newsletter. 

ii. That the classification descriptions be included in the DS&L Policy and Procedure 

manual, which Chair is taking responsibility for. 

iii. That the classification descriptions be listed on club websites, cmc.org and 

cmcdenver.org.  Either Council Co-leads or Chair will work with the appropriate people 

to get this accomplished. 

iv. The BPX classification details are below. 

Backpack trip classifications as designated by the BPX Section Leaders - Effective 

June 10, 2020 

"The purpose of BPX is to promote backpacking as a core CMC activity, organize and 
coordinate backpacking trips, create and support a community of backpackers, and 
provide early notice of BPX events to members." 
 
Subject:  Backpacking Classifications  
 

https://alpine-thread-works.myshopify.com/products/ski-guides-rescue-tarp


Background:  Classification Descriptions located in DS&L Trip Leader Manual 
 
Backpacking Trip Classifications are assigned a rating for the entire trip based on 
the most difficult day of the trip 
 
Easy Backpack:  Less than 5 miles; less than 1000 feet elevation gain (An Easy Hike 
is <8 miles/1200') 
Mod Backpack:  5-10 miles; 1000-2000 feet elevation gain (A Mod Hike is 8-12 
miles/1200'-2500') 
Diff Backpack:  >10 miles; greater than 2000 feet elevation gain (A Diff Hike is >12 

miles/2500'+)  
 
Availability of above classifications on line:  Unable to locate where the existing 
classifications have been available to leaders to consistently classify backpacking 
trips; some leaders classify backpacking trips as hike classifications due to lack of 
information available.  
 
Classification Change Logic:  BPX now has almost 1200 members many of whom are 
inexperienced, some who are not in backpacking condition, some who have older 
frame backpacks, some who have not backpacked for several years or decades.  
 
Backpack weights are typically double the weights of daypacks, or around 20# to 
40# compared to 10# to 20# for daypacks. This increase in pack weight should 
decrease the mileage and elevation gain for backpacking at some percentage less 
than the hiking classifications of Easy, Mod, Diff in use by Denver Group.  

4) The revised hiker/skier classification change request form that was modified for the D hiker 

classification as requested by the Tech Climbing School was posted on club websites.  

Immediately thereafter Chair was notified that the details for obtaining a C hiker classification 

contained errors/inaccuracies, so we will have to make yet another modification to this form. 

a. The details regarding the C classification are: 

i. See the attached image below for the form in its current state:  Item #2 shows 

that WTS or a waiver OR Backpacking School is required.  I learned that, in fact, 

WTS is a pre-requisite for enrolling in Backpacking School and therefore it 

should be deleted from the form.  Then I was informed that graduation from 

Day Hiker School was the equivalent of WTS and should be listed as an alternate 

way to satisfy the C hiker classification.  Final confirmation was received from 

Council.  and the form will be revised.  Item 2 will then say “Wilderness Trekking 

School or waiver by WTS Director OR Day Hiker School (attach a copy of 

certificate or waiver)”. 

 

 

 

 

 



5) LAN in November:  Chair started a discussion with Council who reported, “we are certain there 

will be no annual dinner like we normally have”.  At their June meeting held on 6/10/20, they 

discussed doing something virtual and discussed several ideas “for making it fun”.  They had 

already talked about having Maddie present a program on her 50 peaks adventure.   

At the July DS&L meeting, the committee will discuss the approach we want to take with our 

LAN in November. 

 

6) COVID updated Protocols for trips:  At the 6/11/20 Fireside Chat hosted by Maddie Miller, the 

following announcements were made: 

A. Overnight backpack trips are now allowed.  

B. Members on backpacks are required to have separate tents unless they are members of 

the same household. 

C. The regulation of not allowing trips more difficult than A/B hikes has ended.  Now trips 

of any difficulty may be led.   

D. Climbing trips are now allowed. 

E. The previous regulation on wearing masks at all times has been relaxed.  Now masks 

should be worn at the trailhead at the beginning and end of a trip.  Wear masks when 

meeting people on the trail.  (My personal rule is to chat with your participants at the 

beginning of the day and determine people’s sensitivities toward wearing or not 

wearing a mask and adopt the practice that puts the most hesitant participant at ease.) 

F. The capacity for CMC school enrollment is changed from 8 total in the classroom to 10 

total in the classroom. 

G. However, the limit on a trip remains at 8 total. 

H. Carpooling is RECOMMENDED only, not REQUIRED, but since the CMC trip begins and 

ends at the trailhead, CMC cannot prevent carpooling.  Members of the same household 

can and always could carpool. 

I. The AMC building has established maximum occupancies for each room.  For example, 

the four conference rooms, A, B, C and D downstairs by the climbing wall, has a max 

capacity of 55.  These maximum occupancies are likely to change in the near future. 

J. WFA classes that are virtual in nature are coming soon.  They envision on-line or virtual 

content for 50% of this 16-hour school.  The other 8 hours is designated for in-person 

medical scenarios which they hope to be able to provide in late August (or at a date yet 

to be determined).  State and Denver Group WFA providers are collaborating on the 

development of this concept. 

K. Maddie reiterated that our two newest sections, the 13’er and 14’er Section (also called 

the High Peaks Section) and the Mountain Biking Section are holding organizational 

meetings and will likely have a member welcoming celebration later this year, pending 

COVID regulations. 

L. Maddie anticipated adding 2 additional sections within 6 months.  She solicited the 

Zoom audience to submit proposals for these new sections but definitely on her short 

list are sections for Sport Climbing and Trail Running.  All of these new sections will have 

their own set of regulations for trip leadership that are possibly different from (most 

likely different from) Denver Group regulations.  Denver Group Bureaucracy is not 

desirable in their minds.  



 

7) New regulations imposed by Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) for recreating in State Wildlife 

Areas:   

Effective July 1, anyone entering a state wildlife area must have a valid hunting or fishing 

license. If one is 64 years old or younger, one also must purchase a habitat stamp. The rule 

change has implications for us.  Among those would be how CPW plans to implement the rule 

change and on what sort of timeline.  This is part of CPW’s Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 

Recreation Plan.  Areas being mentioned include Dome Rock, Bergen Peak, Beaver Creek, Mt. 

Evans, and Sharptail Ridge.  I’m sure there are others.  (Do not be confused with State Parks – 

this rule does not apply to State Parks, only to State Wildlife Areas.)  There are discussions 

regarding how non-hunters and non-fishermen can support wildlife habitat protection.  Or this 

is simply a new tax to raise funds for CPW??   

Steve Bonowski and CMC Conservation people are deeply involved.  I am not knowledgeable on 

this topic.  I am only sharing what I have been reading.  DS&L is not playing an active part of this 

discussion. 

 

 

 


